'<:■ 


-/• 


/.' 


wA"^"^^ 


4- 


J2. 


.  V  z^i(n^4  ) 


A  treatise  on 

111 

3  2044 

If 
""1 

^  * 

0^^^='<  <o 

o>^^^^  s 

Il  disi 

II 

55 

0^^^=o- 

■^           _pS 

T    R 


A 

E,  A    T 

ON     THE 


I     S     E 


VENEREAL  DISEASE. 

IN     THREE     PARTS. 

I.  An  anatomical    and  PHYSIOLOGICAL  DESCRIPTION 

OF  THE  GENITAL  PARTS    of  both  SEXES. 

n.  An  JETIOLOGICAL  enquiry  into   the  various 
STAGES    OF  THE  VENEREAL  DISEASE. 

in.  A  TRUE    AND  RATIONAL  METHOD    of    CURE. 
ILLU&TRATED    WITH    C  O  PP  ER- PL  AT  £  S. 

By      N.      D.      F    A    L    C    K,      M.      D.. 

THE     SECOND     EDITION. 


L     ON     DON! 

PRINTED   FOR   B.    LAW,    S.    CROWDER,    E.  AND   C.  DILLY, 
£,    BALDWIN,  G.   ROBINSON,   AND    T.    EVAN  6 
^IN    THE    STRAND,       M  DCC  LXXIV, 


OCy>%^ 


¥^^-t4^ '^^ '^^ : 


(>,J=./^/^"^/^^'"?^ 


PREFACE 

TO    THE 

FIRST     EDITION. 

WHAT  j  here  offer,  is  an  unpre- 
judiced theory,  confirmed  by  happy 
fuccefs  in  pradice ;  and  this  I  think  muft 
^ver  be  the  moft  effeftual  method  to  arrive 
at  truth. 

I  am  fenfible  of  the  force  of  prejudice  ; 
and  likewife  of  the  many  difficulties  attend- 
ing an  attempt  to  eradicate  long  eftablifhed 
errors,  efpecially  when  fupported  by  men  of 
fame  :  Yet  I  have  ventured  on  the  tafk  ; 
and  in  obedience  to  duty  and  truth,  have 
pointed  out  many  abfurdities,  which  muft 
appear  to  the  convidion  of  every  candid  and 
Judicious  reader, 

But  it  is  of  little  benefit  to  mankind  to 
point  out  their  faults,  without  endeavour- 
ing to  amend  them ;  this  has  been  the  prin- 
cipal objefl:  in  view  :  And  if  fpeaking  what 
\ve  think  ftriftly  true  in  our  own  behalf, 
is  not  a  breach  of  modefty,  I  firmly  believe, 
that  this  treatife  will,  if  attended  to,  con- 
tribute more  to  the  welfare  of  my  fellow 
a  creatures, 
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creatures,  than  any  book  whatever  that  I 
have  feen  on  the  fubjedl. 

I  have  confulted  various  authors  on 
venereal  difeafes,  and  I  own  myfelf  greatly 
indebted  to  them  ;  their  truths,  as  well  as 
their  errors,  have  afforded  me  benefit.  Many 
I  believe  have  written  according  to  the 
di6lates  of  their  judgments  ;  and  every 
man  who  does  fo,  I  efteem,  though  we 
fhould  differ  ever  fo  widely  in  opinion  :  If 
others  have  not  been  fo  candid,  perhaps  an 
infatiable  thirft  for  fame  was  the  caufe  ;  a 
weaknefs  which  has  made  many  men,  even 
of  great  parts,  appear  very  ridiculous ;  and 
often  proved  the  very  means  of  lofing,  what 
they  were  fo  eagerly  in  purfuit  of. 

Be  this  as  it  may,  I  have  aimed  at  truth 
and  utility;  if  I  have  deviated  from  thefe, 
it  was  not  defignedly ;  and  I  {hall  always 
be  equally  ardent  to  liften  to  truth,  as  I 
wifh  to  point  it  out  to  others. 

The  method  I  have  purfued  throughout 
this  treatife,  is  materially  different  from^ 
any  other  of  the  kind  that  I  know  of;  but 
this  method  I  thought  requifite,  in  order  to 
difplay  my  principles  on  the  fubjeft,  which 
differed  fo  widely  from  the  doftrine  com^ 
monly  pradifed.  But  befides  all  this,  I 
fuppofed  it  would  be  more  agreeable  to  the 
generality  of  readers;  for  though  the  whole 
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IS  in  a  chain,  yet  there  are  fuch  reparations, 
as  do  not  compel  the  reader  to  a  pernfal  of 
more  than  what  fuits  his  inclination;  parti- 
cularly thofe  who  would  fain  think  I  have 
faid  more  than  what  relates  to  the  fubjeft. 
I  own  I  have  been  circumftantial;  but 
thofe  who  are  delirous  to  under  ft  and  the  na- 
ture of  the  difeafes  as  well  as  the  cure  thereof, 
(which  in  faft  are  infeparable)  will  find,  I 
hope,  their  time  well  rewarded  in  reading 
attentively  the  whole ;  the  learned  as  well  as 
the  unlearned.  If  the  reader  is  led  infenfibly 
into  important  obfervations,  regarding  the 
animal  ceconomy,  or  unawares  into  a  con- 
fideration  of  fimilar  difeafes,  moral  reflec- 
tions or  fentiments,  without  lofing  fight  of 
the  fubjeft,  but  on  the  contrary,  having 
it  illuftrated,  I  fuppofe  he  will  fooner  for- 
give me  fuch  a  fault  (if  it  fhould  be  thought 
one)    where    he    will   be    furprized   with 
things  unexpefted,  than   a  difappointment 
of  an  oppofite  nature  :    For  a   variety  of 
matter,   though  not  foreign  to  the   topic 
treated  on,  is  requifite  to  prevent  a  fubje£t, 
particularly    of    this    nature,     from    be- 
coming irkfome  :  And  I  am  apt  to  think, 
the  negleft  of  this,  is  one  principal  reafon, 
why  phyfical  fubjefts  are  not  read  fo  often, 
as  1  am  inclined  to  believe  they  otherwife 
•  would.    ^  With 
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With  regard  to  the  language,  though  it  is 
not  according  to  the  modern  luxurious 
mode  of  writing,  and  in  many  places  m.ay 
not  ftand  the  teit  of  the  delicate  critic,  yet^ 
I  hope  it  will  be  found  clear  and  concife 
enough  to  convey  my  meaning  ;  as  well  to 
the  relpeftable  faculty,  as  to  every  fenfible 
man  of  moderate  education;  and  what  I  have 
been  deficient  in  elegance  of  expreffion,  I 
hope  to  have  made  amends  for  in  utility 
and  perfpicuity  i  it  is  very  feldom  they  are 
all  found  together. 

On  the  whole,  I  flatter  myfelf,  that  I 
have  difcharged  my  duty  to  tlie  fatisfa6lion 
of  every  lover  of  truth  and  of  mankind. 
What  reception  it  will  meet  with,  among 
men  of  linifter  views,  gives  me  no  manner 
of  concern  with  regard  to  myfelf. 

The  principal  part  of  my  life  I  have  fpent 
in  the  purfuit  of  knowledge  ;  the  remainder 
I  wifli  to  Ipend  for  the  good  of  mankind, 
as  a  dutiful  return  for  the  benefits  I  have 
received  from  lociety. 


N.  D.  FALCK. 
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IN  the  fchool  of  life,  I  have  learned  to 
make  great  allowances  for  the  prejudices 
and    weaknefles    of   human    nature ;    and 
therefore,  although  I  was  confcious,  that  I 
could  write  on  the  pfefent  flibjefb  as  an  ex- 
perienced praftitioner,  and  contribute  to  the 
improvement  of  medicine,  I  faw  it  requifite 
to  arm  myfelf  with  fo  much  indifference,  as 
not  to  let  the   vain   hope  of  applaufe,  or 
timid  fear  of  cenfure  influence  me,  before 
I  could  determine  to  put  my  plan  in  exe- 
cution.    Having  thus  conquered  my  own 
weaknefles,  and  quelled  all  filly  apprehen- 
fions  within  myfelf,  I  fet  pen  to  paper,  and 
wrote  to  the  world  with  as  much  pleafure, 
as   if  I  had  been  converfing  and  communi- 
cating my  fentimentsj  in  a  circle  of  my 
moft  intimate  friends.     And  I  am  happy, 
that  this   my  firft  medical  produftion  has 
been  rewarded  with  a  reception,   that  con- 
firms the  juftnefs  of  my  fentiments. 

In  confequence  of  thefe  refiedlions,  and 
the  fuccefs  of  the  firft  edition,  I  offer  the  fe- 
cond  with  the  greater  chearfulnefs;  and  have 
this  only  to  obferve,  that  I  have  endeavour- 
ed to  the  beft  of  my  judgment,  to  amend 
all  its  defefts. 
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The  firft  and  fecond  part  of  the  book  re- 
main unaltered,  with  refpeit  to  the  fubje£t 
itfelf ;  but  as  it  was  the  general  opinion^ 
that  I  had  in  various  places  in  the  third 
part  been  led  into  medical  difquifitions, 
deeper  than  what  the  fubjed  required,  I  rea- 
dily complied  in  expunging  what  appeared 
to  me  fuperfluous ;  and  believe,  that  though 
the  book  is  fomewhat  lefs,  it  however  is  fuf- 
ficiently  compleatwith  refpedl  to  the  fubjeft. 

The  recipes  in  this  edition  I  have  written 
in  Latin,  and  at  full  length.  This  may 
feem  to  deviate  from  my  iirft  intended 
plan,  in  extending  its  benefit  univerfally  ; 
but  from  the  forcible  arguments  of  men 
of  candour  and  experience,  I  am  perfuaded 
that  the  alteration  cannot  in  the  leaft  ob- 
flrufl:  its  utility  ;  but  mult  have  many  ad- 
vantages, particularly  in  a  venereal  fubjedt, 
where  there  are  fo  many  illiterate  pretenders. 

To  conclude,  I  return  general  thanks 
for  the  many  tejftinjonies  of  approbation  I 
have  been  honoured  with.  Confcious,  that 
I  have,  and  wifh  to  contribute  to  the  wel- 
fare of  mankind,  I  am  happy  in  giving  fa- 
tisfadlion  tothe  worthy  part  of  fociety  and 
in  following  the  didates  of  my  own  con- 
fcience. 

N.   D.  FALCK. 

Queen's-Court,  Great  Queen-Street, 
Lmcoln'8-Inn-Field.s. 
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PART     I. 

A    N 
Anatomical  and    Phyiiologlcal   Defcrlption 

OF 

The  Genital  Parts  of  both   Sexes, 


IN  order  to  acquire  a  true  knowledge  of  any  dlf- 
eafe,  it  is  abfolutely  neceiTary  to  be  acquainted 
with  the  parts  afflicted  :  for  without  this,  we.muit 
wander  in  the  dark,  and  be  liable  to  ftumble  at 
many  inconvenlencies,  which  by  that  knowledge, 
we  are  enabled  to  avoid.  I  fhall  therefore  give  the 
reader  a  faithful  defcription  of  the  parts  generally 
tLi'[\  infcded  by  the  difeafe  here  treated  on ;  where- 
by he  will,  not  only  eaiily  underftand  the  rationale, 
and  be  convinced  of  the  concifenefs  and  eafe  of  the 
method  of  cure  here  offered,  but  likewife  dif- 
cover  the  dangerous  rocks,  on  which  fo  many 
unfortunate  adventurers  have  fplit ;  either  from 
their  own  negle6f,  or  from  their  ill  fortune  of 
having  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  unikilful. 
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C     H     A     P.     I. 

Gf  the    Genital    Parts    of   a     Man. 

THE  genital  parts  belonging  to  a  man,  may 
juftly  be  confidered  under  two  heads ;  name- 
ly, that  part  which  is  appropriated  for  the  fecreti- 
on  and  excretion  of  urine  ;  and  that  parr,  which 
the  great  Author  of  exigence,  has  appointed  for 
the  propagating  of  the  human  fpecies,  and  placed 
the  quinteifence  of  all  fenfual  pleafure  ^  namely, 
the  feminal  parts. 

Nature  is  for  ever  moft  iimple,  and  compen- 
dious m  her  works  :  and  it  was  undeniably,  for 
more  wife  c^nds  than  man  can  conceive,  that  thefe 
two,  fo  very  different  fun6i:k)ns,  fhould  meet  in 
one  member. 

We  cannot,  without  aftonifhment,  obferve,  the 
various  methods  nature  has  taken  to  form  the 
parts  of  generation,  in  the  different  fpecies  of 
animals  ;  fo  that  they  differ  not  only  in  proporti- 
on to  their  various  forms,  but  alfo  according  to 
the  element  they  belong  to.  We  may  form  what 
conjectures  we  pleafe  concerning  thefe  myfteries : 
but  the  beft  ufe  we  can  make  of  our  enquiries,  is 
to  trace  the  path  of  nature,  and  confine  our  exa- 
minations to  fuch  fubje(5is,  as  may  render  us 
truly  beneficial  to  fociety. 

1  he  urinary  parts  are,  the  kidnies,  the  ureters, 
the  bladder,  and  the  urethra  in  the  penis.  The 
urethra,  however,  as  it  is  the  common  canal  for 

both 
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Iscth  urine  and  femen,  is  peculiarly  fubje6l  to  vene- 
real infedion,  but  of  this  more  hereafter. 

'i  he  kidnies  are  appropriated  for  fecreting  the 
urine  from  the  blood  ;  for  which  end  they  receive 
the  blood  from  the  defcending  trunk  of  the  aorta, 
or  great  artery  ;  from  whence  (much  about  the 
fame  part)  all  the  genital  parts  receive  their  pro- 
vifion.  From  this  artery  goes  out  a  branch  on 
each  lide  to  the  kidnies,  termed,  the  emulgent 
arteries,  which  fpread  themfelves  into  numberlefs 
ramifications  in  the  glandulous  part  in  the  kid- 
nies, and  at  length  are  taken  up  by  ramifications 
of  veins,  which  follow  the  arteries  all  along,  and 
carry  the  blood  back  again  out  of  the  kidnies 
into  the  great  vein,  called  vena  cava,  which  re- 
turns the  blood  to  the  heart  for  a  new  rotation. 

Whllft  the  blood  is  circulated  in  the  kidnies, 
a  number  of  fmall  tendinous  tabes,  (interwoven 
with  the  arteries  and  veins)  feparate  from  the 
blood,  by  many  little  quantities,  the  urine,  and 
carry  it  by  their  du£^s  (which  gather  as  they  go) 
into  a  receptacle,  and  from  thence,  it  is  carried 
by  the  ureters,  into  the  bladder. 

This  receptacle,  or  pelvis  in  the  kidnies,  is  of 
a  very  curious  flrudlure  :  its  body  is  tendinous, 
and  full  of  little  papillae,  (in  my  opinion  likewife 
very  nervous)  which  are  fomewhat  feparated  from 
the  cavity  of  the  kidnies  wherein  they  are  lodged, 
txccpt  the  various  tubes,  which  enter  the  body 
of  the  kidnies.  How  the  fecretion  of  the  urine 
is  formed,  has  employed  the  fpeculation  of  many  ; 
but  I  am  afraid,  all  alike,  equally  fruitlefs  :  that  it 
is  fo,  is  all  we  can  afcertain ;  but  in  what  man- 
ner, we  are  as  much  at  a  lofs  to  account  for,  as 
all  other  furprifing  fecretions  -,    the  pancreatic, 
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tlie  fallval,  &c.  but  efpecially  the  femlnal.  tn 
this  pelvis  is  frequently  a  calculus  formed,  and 
found  in  fubjeds  who  have  been  afHidcd  with 
the  graveb  This  plainly  convinces  us  that  the 
calculous  matter  is  carried  along  in  the  blood, 
coheres  as  foon  as  fecreted,  encreafes  with  relt, 
and  that  diuretics  muft  of  courfe  be  beneficiai. 
Tiie  body  of  the  kidnies  Is  compofed  of  thefe 
three  different  kinds  of  vefTels ;  the  arteries,  the 
veins,  and  the  fecreting  channels :  and  there 
feems  to  me  no  doubt  left,  but  that  the  kidnies 
mutl  be  in  perpetual  motion  in  a  living  fubje^i  ; 
(perhaps,  not  unlike  the  periftaltic)  as  an  adion 
abfolutely  neceiTary,  not  only  in  this,  but  in  all 
other  glands.  It  is  agreed  on  all  hands,  that  na- 
ture deiigned  the  fat  as  a  war^iier  ;  this  no  doubt 
was  partly  the  deiign  ;  and  in  grofs  people  the 
kidnies  are  largely  covered  w^ith  fat,  doubtlefs  to 
keep  them  warm  and  in  a<^ion. 

The  urine  fecreted  in  the  kidnies,  is  carried 
in  fmall  tendinous  tubes,  to  the  bladder  ;  thefe 
tubes  are  generally  of  the  bignefs  of  a  very  fmall 
goofe  quill ;  they  open  into  the  bladder  .  in  a 
manner  fo  as  to  fhut  the  door  after  fhem,  that 
nothing  can  return  :  as  they  creep  for  a  little 
while  between  the  lamella  of  the  bladder,  and 
clofe,  fomewhat  in  the  form  of  valves.  Hence 
we  fte  the  reafon,  v/hy  we  can  blow  up  a  bladder 
in  its  natural  flate  ;  but  if  reverfed,  that  it  nei- 
ther will  be  wind  nor  water  tight. 

The  bladder,  vtiica  urinaria,  is  of  a  mufcular, 
tendinous,  and  nervous  flruc^lure,  will  fuffer  a 
very  great  diffention,  and  is  capable  of  as  great 
contraction.  It  is  exquifitely  fenlible ;  witnefs 
thofe  afflicted  with  the  Ifone  :  the  fibres  arc  in- 
terwoven 
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terwoven  with  arteries  and  veins,  which  take 
their  rife  from  the  epigaftric  veflels.  The  tegu- 
ments of  the  blaiider  are  generally  reckoned 
three  ;  the  firfl:  coat  Is  niufcular,  in  a  longituni- 
nal  dire<5tion  ;  the  fecond  of  a  fpiral ;  and  the 
third  in  all  diredions  poihble  ;  they  are,  how- 
ever, fo  clofely  conne6ted  with  one  another, 
as  to  make,  properly  fpeaking,  but  one. 

The  neck  of  the  bladder  is  very  mufcular, 
and  makes  what  is  called  the  fphin6^er,  by 
which  the  urine  is  retained.  This  part  of  the  1 
bladder  is  more  nervous  and  Wronger  than  the  I 
I'efl:  ;  hence  it  is  liable  to  inilammations,  and  i 
violent  fypSmodic  contractions,  from  whence  I 
many  ailments  have  taken  their /beginning,  and  ^ 
from  unfkilful  management  have  been  made  i 
incurable;  of  which  we  Ihall  iay  more  in  itsi 
proper  place. 

The  whole  bladder,  and  in  particular  the  neck 
and  the  urethra,  have  a  number  of  little  mucous 
glands,  which  ooze  out  a  flimy  liquid,  whereby 
the  innerraoft  coat  and  paiTage  is  prote(5fed  a- 
gainft  the  Iharpnefs  of  the  urine.  ■ 

lliefe  are  the  urinary  organs.  We  fliall  leave 
them  for  a  while,  and  take  under  our  conli- 
deration,  thofe  ordained  for  more  materialufes, 
I  mean  the  organs  of  generation. 

The  tefticles  are  not  only  the  principal  inflru- 
ments  of  generation,  but  there  is  fomethirig  fo 
facred  in  them,  that  they  feem  to  contain  the 
whole  foul  and  fpirit  of  manhood.  They  are 
generally  two  in  number;  I  fay  generally,,  for 
jfubjeds  have  been  found  with  three,  and  many 
with  only  one.  And  though  it  has  been  thought 
foxirierlyj  that  one  tefticle  would  be  infafficient 
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for  generation,  yet  it  is  now  fufficlently  proved^ 
both  in  men  and  brutes,  that  one  is  fafficlent  for 
the  propagation  of  their  fpecies  :  and  has  no 
farther  inconveniency  th  m,that  like  the  one  eyed, 
there  is  but  one  to  lofe,  iince  ihcir  office  in  thq 
animal  oeconomy  is  independent  on  each  other. 

1  he  telHcles  receive  their  blood  for  fecreting 
the  feed,  frorp  the  defcending  trunk  of  the  aorta, 
a  little  below  the  emulgent  vcflels ;  and  from 
thefe  laft  mentioned,  a  few  fmall  branches  alfo. 
Thefe,  arteries  run  down  a  little  while,  and  then 
meet  with  the  veins,  which  carry  the  blood  back 
from  the  tefticles,  and  em.pty  themfelves  in  the 
afcending  vena  cava,  which  lies  immediately  be- 
hind the  trunk  of  the  aorta.  Thefe  veiTels,  the 
arteries  and  veins,  run  along,  varioufly  contorted 
and  interwoven  with  each  other,  down  through 
the  abdomen,  inclofed  with  the  peritonaeum,  into 
the  fcrotum,  and  penetrate  into  one  end  of  the 
tefticle  :  And  as  the  arteries,  in  many  turnings 
and  windings,  carry  the  blood  to  the  teflicles,  the 
veins,  in  as  many  twiftings,  carry  it  back  again 
from  the  tefticles  to  the  afcending  trunk  of  the 
vena  cava. 

Thefe  are  called  the  fpermatic  veiTels,  or  vafa 
preparantia ;  and  pardy  from  their  texture,  and 
partly  from  their  diiferent  turnings  and  windings, 
they  are  tender  and  delicate  to  a  very  gr(iat  de- 
gree :  hence  a  contufion  of  the  teliicles  is  of  a 
moft  alarming  nature,  and  a  fphacelus  in  that 
organ,  (if  it  is  not  immediately  extirpated)  will 
foon  extinguilh  life.  Part  of  thefe  fpermatic, 
veiTcls  fplit  into  different  branches,  juft  before 
they  enter  the  teftes ;  and  by  that,  form,  what  is 
called,   the  corpus  varicofum  pampiniforme,  or 

pyramidale  ^ 
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pyramidale  ;  round  the  body  of  the  teftes  Is  a 
kind  of  a  crown-like  body,  which  is  no  more 
than  thefe  veflcls  interwoven  with  one  another, 
accompanied  by  fome  femlnal  tubuli,  apparently 
to  prolong  the  fecretory  tubes.  The  lize  of  the 
teflicle  is  about  that  of  a  large  pigeon's  egg  ;  in 
fubftance  white  and  foftj  coniifting  of  the  fore- 
mentioned  veiTels  fpread  into  capillary  tubes  ; 
intermixed  with  the  fecreting  channels,  which 
all  colled  into  one  general  dud,  called,  the  vas 
deferens,  or  ejaculans  ;  by  this  dud  the  feed  is 
carried  from  the  tefticle  as  it  is  formed,  to  the 
veficuIcE  feminales. 

The  tefticles  are  contained  in  three  teguments ; 
the  firft  is  the  albuginea  ;  a  membrane  peculiar 
to  the  teilicle,  and  adheres  infide  to  the  fubftance 
itfelf,  but  on  the  outlide  it  is  fmooth,  white,  ten- 
dinous, of  a  delicate  and  very  fenfible  texture. 
The  fccond  is,  the  elytroides;  this  membrane  is 
a  procerus  of  the  peritonaeum,  which,  encom- 
paffing  the  feminal  velT-ls  clofely,  whilft  yet  in 
the  abdomen,  runs  along  wiih  them  through  the 
foramina  of  the  oblique  and  tranfverfe  mufcles 
of  the  abdomen,  and  enpurfes  them  till  the  com- 
mencement of  the  telilcle,  where  then  it  ftridly 
adheres;  then  feparate  again,  and  form  anew 
capfula  round  the  teilicle,  apparently  as  if  it  was 
a  returning  of  the  albuginea,  being  iniide  of  a 
perfed  fmooth  furface.  Where  the  fper- 
matic  chord  perforates  the  abdomen,  the  rup- 
tures of  the  belly  have  their  commencement,  to 
which  the  upright  walking  animal,  man,  is  par- 
ticularly fubjed,  diftindly  from  the  quadrupede  : 
as  that  orifice  of  the  peritonaeum  is  liable,  by 
a  ftrain  in  an  upright  poilure,  to  dilate  or  give 
B  4  vvaj 
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way,  and  thus  admit  part  of  the  inteftincs  to  flip 
through,  along-fide  the  fpermatic  chord  into  the 
fcrotum.  The  third  is,  the  fcrotum  ;  this  is  a 
natural  purfe,  continued  from  the  common  fkin, 
with  this  difference,  that  inf^ead  of  the  membrana 
adipofa,  a  thin  mufcular  Ikin  is  continued  and 
forms  the  cremaf^er  mufcle.  lliefe  two  laft  fki:ns 
adhere  clofely  in  a  natural  fiate,  but  it  is  here 
moft  generally,  between  thefe  two  laft  teguments, 
where  the, feat  of  the  hydrocele  is  to  be  looked 
for,  and  very  feldoni  within  the  procelTus  vagi- 
nales,  or  elytroides. 

The  firft  fkin,  or  membrane,  is  an  immediate 
guard  to  the  tefticle,  and  feminal  vefTels  ;  in  order 
to  keep  thofe  tender  parts  in  the  firft  formed 
iituation,  that  they  uninterruptedly  may  con- 
tinue their  fundion  with  firmnefs.  The  fecond 
feems  like  a  fufpenforium,  to  retain  them  as  parts 
which  in  the  foetus  properly  belong  to  the  bow- 
els ;  and  I  have  often  obferved  in  very  young  in- 
fants, that  fometimes  one,  (particularly  the  left) 
and  fometirries  both  tefticles  have  been  drawn  up 
in  the  very  bowels,  and  difappeared  :  fometimes 
I  have  obferved  this  in  grown  perfons  ;  though 
it  is  natural  to  fuppofe,  that  fuch  dilations 'muft 
be  iubjed  to  ruptures.  1  he  fcrotum  appears 
plainly  to  be  the  external  purfe  of  thefe  organs  ; 
and  chiefly  fufpended  by  the  mufcular  membrane 
from  the  cremaller  mufcle  :  externally  tlie  fcro- 
tum is  fufpended  by  the  dartes  ;  which  is  the  na- 
tural fufpenforium  of  the  fcrotum  itfelf. 

I'he  vafa  deferentia  are  tubes,  which  in  a  per- 
fon  of  health  and  vigour,  are  about  the  bignefs 
of  a  middling  goofe  quill  :  they  apparently  come 
out  where  the  feminal  vefTcls  enter,   and   make 

various 
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various  convolutions  about  the  before-mentioned 
veiTels  :  they  rife  with  them,  enclofed  in  the  peri- 
tonaeum, enter  the  abdomen,  where  they  feparatc 
from  their  accompanying  veilcls,  and  march 
along  towards  the  back  part  -of  the  neck  of  the 
bladder,  where  they  join  and  empty  themfclvcs 
into  the  veficulx  feminales  ;  which  are  two  little 
bladders  appropriated  to  contain  the  feed,  till 
it  is  wanted  for  ufe.  Thefe  vafa  deferentia  rife, 
as  I  faid  before,  apparently  v;ith  the  vafa  prepa- 
rantia ;  but  if  firidly  examined,  they  rather 
come  out  at  one  end,  and  creep  flowly  along  to 
,the  place  where  they  rife  ;  and  their  lower  ra- 
mificating  endings  intermix  wonderfully  with 
the  other  velUls,  which  compofe  the  teilicles. 

The  veficu]?2  feminales,  or  feed  bladders,  are 
two  irregular  formed  bladders,  placed  about  the 
neck  of  the  bladder  of  urine,  near  the  inteif  inurti 
Tectum,  a  little  above  the  proltate  gland,  and  is 
the  receptacle  of  the  (ced  till  it  is  wanted.  They 
have  many  cells,  which  all  have  a  communica- 
tion with  one  another*  Its  tegument  is  of  a  very 
delicate  and  nervous  fubilance.  The  two  vafa 
deferentia  before-mentioned,  join  together  jufl  at 
the  bottom,  and  at  the  place  where  they  have  a 
communication  with  the  veliculsE  feminales  ;  fp 
that  the  openings  into  the  neck  of  the  bladder  of 
urine,  and  the  openings  into  the  feed  bladders, 
are  at  one  and  the  fame  time,  but  in  fo  curious  a 
manner,  that  they  do  not  interfere  with  each 
pther  :  for  the  vafa  deferentia  empty  themfe)ves 
into  the  veiiculae  feminales,  and  thofe  again  emp- 
ty themfelves  with  a  rapturous  plealing  force, 
into  the  neck  of  the  vefica  urinaria  ;  from  whence 
the  feed  is  inftantancoully  tranfported^  and  with 
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a  pulfe-like  contraction,  ejeC^ed,  when  at  the 
height  and  criiis  of  coition. 

The  opening  of  tbefe  du£is  into  the  neck  of 
the  bladder,  is  very  iingukr  in  its  mechanifm  ; 
the  mouths  are  mnfcular,  and  very  nervous ; 
within  the  neck  of  the  bladder  are  a  number  of 
fmall  mucous  glands  which  yield  a  lubricating 
mucus,  which  fheaths  that  part  from"  the  Iharp- 
lyefs  of  the  falts  contained  in  the  urine  ;  but  efpe- 
cially  about  the  head  in  the  middle  of  thefe  open- 
ings, they  are  in  more  plenty.  And  beiides  thefe 
common  glands,  there  are  the  openings  from 
two  other  confiderably  larger  glands,  near  the 
proftata,  in  order  to  lubricate  it  more  plenti- 
fully. 

The  openings  of  the  veliculse  feminales  are 
two  ;  between  thefe  is  a  caruncle,,  called  caput 
gallinaginls  ;  this  caruncle  lliuts  both  orifices  at 
once;  and  it  is  from  the  weaknefs  of  this  caruncle 
chiefly,  that  the  feminal  gleet  has  its  exigence, 
fometimes  a  malady  of  a  very  obAinate  nature. 

The  proilate,  is  a  gland  fituatcd  a  little  below 
the  veiiculse  feminales;  fo  that  part  of  the  du61s, 
which  carry  the  {ced  from  the  veiiculge  feminales 
into  the  urethra,  pafs  partly  through  this  gland. 
This  very  gland  has  given  rife  to  much  contro- 
verfy ;  from  i{YiS[  examination  it  appears  plain, 
however,  that  it  is  a  conglomerate  gland,  of 
many  fmall  ones  ;  and  I  am  fully  perfuaded,  that 
befides,  from  this  gland,  the  inward  part  of  the 
neck  of  the  urinary  bladder,  and  the  caput  gal- 
linaginls are  lubricated,that  it  alfo  has  a  coniider- 
able  Ihare  in  rendering  the  femen  virile  potent  ^ 
for  in  the  firft  place,  it  has  been  found  fhrivelled 
away  confiderably  in  caftrated  fubjeds  3    fo  that 

from 
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from  the  iize  of  a  walnut,  (its  natural  bignefs) 
it  has  b-.'cn  quite  flat,  and  withered.  And  fe- 
condly,  if  the  pr^ftate  gland  is  ulcerate  J,  I  ap^ 
peal  to  the  ikilful  and  experienced  in  venereal 
cafes,  whether  a  grievous  gleet,  and  a  rterility 
of  the  feed  are  not  the  unavoidable  fatal  confe- 
quences  ?,  Indeed,  I  know  fcarce  a  worfe  ail- 
ment, wiUi  which  a  patient  can  be  afHi(5led,  and 
is  more  baffling  to  a  furgeon  ;  but  of  this  more 
hereafter. 

We  Ihould  come  next  to  the  urethra  ;  but  we 
will  leave  it  for  a  while,  and  firlf  examine  the 
penis  in  a  general  v/ay,  and  take  the  urethra  as 
it  follows  in  the  courfe  of  this  examination. 


Of    the     PENIS. 

H  Y  P  O  C  R  A  T  E  S  was  pleafed  to  call  the 
penis  a  head-ftrong,  obftinate  and  unruly  animal. 
In  many  refpet^is  he  was  certainly  right ;  for, 
when  Venus  infpires  it  with  a  paffion  of  defire, 
it  is  furioufly  inclined  to  facrifice  every  thing 
that  lays  the  leaft  obflrudfion  in  its  way.  But 
we  will  leave  its  ungovernable  temper  for  a  fu- 
ture fpecuiation,  and  at  prefent  content  ourfelves. 
with  the  examination  of  its  molf  wonderful  and 
curious  ftrudure. 

The  penis  is  partly  covered  with  a  ikin,  which 
Gon'lnues  from  the  common  tegument;  from 
which  it  differs  in  nothing,  except  m  the  cellulae^ 
adipofcC  :  for  in  the  fattsft  people,  this  part  i& 
always  excluded  from  fat.  It  has  been  fuppofed 
that  frequent  eredions  have  prevented  this  fat- 
nt^fs,  as  from  a  continual  exercife  of  that  part  ;^ 

but 
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but  this,  as  It  feems  to  me,  can  fcarce  be  the 
cafe  :  be  this  however  as  k  may,  fat  is  here 
preternatural.  This  fkin  covers  the  penis  tilJ 
behind  the  glans,  or  balanus,  where  it  is  faf- 
tened ;  the  glans,  or  balanus,  hov/ev^er,  has 
no  other  covering  than  a  very  thin  mem- 
branej  barely  the  cuticula,  by  which  it  is  ren- 
dered exquifitely  fenlible.  l^he  fore-mentioned 
ilvin,  however,  has  a  peculiar  ilacknefs,  and  par- 
ticularly at  the  end  of  the  yard,  where  nature 
deiigned,  that  that  tender  part  ihould  be  covered 
from  external  injuries,  w hi  1ft  it  is,  either  not  in 
ac^lion,  or  till  it  becomes  ftronger  and;  more  ro- 
buft,  by  frequent  exercife.  lliis  is  evident  ^ 
iince  children  have  their  glans  covered,  which 
is  continued  till  they  grow  up  5  and  b}^ frequent 
venery  this  /kin  becomes  more  dilated,  and  the 
glans  more  robuft. 

This  feemingly  fuperfluous  fkin,  is  called  the 
praepuce.  Nature  never  varied  more  in  any  one 
thing,  than  in  this  ;  for  in  fome  fubjeds  it  covers 
the  glans  to  a  degree  beyond  what  is  neceffary  ; 
from  whence  they  have  acquired  the  name  of 
filberts,  and  fometimcs,  even  with  art,  cannot  be 
dilated  fo  as  conftantly  to  uncap  the  glans  ia 
coition.  Thefe  narrowneffes  are  liable  to  many 
inconveniencies,  as  the  mucus  behind  the  crown- 
is  apt  to  become  rancid,  and  caufe  foulneffes. 
and  ulcers,  where  even  nothing  venereal  is  in  the 
cafe.  This  perhaps  was  one  reafon  of  the  an- 
cient Mofalcal  law  of  circumciiion  :  and  many 
I  have  obferved,  particularly  of  the  Ifraelitilb, 
have  ftlll  occaiion  for  fuch  an  operation,  though. 
more  eifedually,  than  their  fuperftitious  rabbles 
perform  it.     Others  again,  in  tht;  early  ftate  of 

puberty^ 
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puberty,  will  have  the  glans  uncovered,  and 
ftrem  fcarce  to  have  fkin  enough  when  the  penis 
is  ere<^t :  in  this  cafe,  the  glans  is  generally  very 
robuft,  whilft  in  the  former,  it  is  of  fuch  deli- 
cacy, that  it  would  be  painful  even  to  touch  it 
with  the  bare  finger. 

This  praepuce  is  tied  underneath  by  a  ligature, 
which  is  juft  under  the  end  of  the  glans,  called 
fra:num.  It  feems  foinetimts  very  much  ftrait- 
ened,  but  frequent  coition  makes  that  and  the 
praepuce  eafy  enough.  But  it  is  remarkable, 
that,  in  very  old  people,  as  their  pailions  fublide, 
and'Confequently  the  ere<5tion  of  their  penis,  and 
coition  lefs  frequent,  the  praepuce  will  grow 
ftrait,  and  the  fraenum  tight,  fo,  that  from  this 
inconventency,  (if  they  are  not  very  cleanly  and 
careful)  ulcers  will  arife,  which  have  much  the 
appearance  of  fliankers  in  venereal  cafes. 

At  the  iniide  of  the  praepuce  are  a  number 
of  little  glands,  like  fmall  pin-heads,  which  yield 
a  very  delicate  lubricating  mucus  ;  but  as  the 
glans  becomes  frequently  uncovered,  the  du6ls 
of  thefe  glands  often  dry  up. 

All  along,  varioufly  difpofed  in  the  fkin,  are 
plenty  of  lymphatic  velTels  ^  from  thefe,  and 
from  the  above-mentioned  little  glands,  this  part 
of  the  penis  is  as  fubje^l  to  the  infedlon,  and 
retains  it  as  much  as  any  other  part,  fince  the 
flaccidity  and  diftention  is  equally  as  fudden,  as 
I  Ihall  hereafter  farther  illuftrate. 

The  inner  body  of  the  penis  is  compofed  of 
the  corpora  cavernpfa  penis,  and  the  corpus 
cavernofum  urethras ;  the  firil  are  two  bodies  en- 
veloped in  their  peculiar  teguments  joined  toge- 
ther, and  make  the  back  and  the  greatelt  part 

of 
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of  the  penis  itfelf :  their  texture  is  fpungy,  full 
of  cavities,  and  all  thefe  cavities  are  in  conne^iion 
with  each  other.  Each  of  thefe  bodies  takes  its 
origin,  in  conjiint^lion  with  the  inuJculi  ere<^ores, 
from  the  os  pubis,  from  whence  they  go  on  till 
they  meet  with  the  cavernous  body  of  the  ure- 
thra, and  continue  with  that  to  the  gJans. 
Through  the  middle  of  each  of  thefe  bodies  go 
an  artery  and  a  nerve.  The  artery  takes  its 
rife  from  the  epigaftric,  or  umbilical  branch; 
and  the  nerves  t^ke  their  rife  partly  from  the 
great  crural,  and  partly  from  the  third  of  the 
faorum,  Thefe  nerves  accompany  the  arteries, 
all  which  fpread  themfeives  into  innumerable 
branches  in  and  about  the  cells  and  cavities  of  all 
the  cavernous  bodies. 

AH  thefe  ramifications  of  this  artery  are  taken 
up  at  their  extremities  by  equally  fmail  ramifica- 
tions of  veins,  which  carry  the  blood  from  the 
cells  of  the  cavernous  bodies  of  the  penis,  into 
the  large  vein,  which  runs  along  the  back  of  the 
penis.  This  vein  is  called  the  vena  penis ;  and 
it  is  from  its  comprefiioil,  at  the  root  of  the  pe- 
nis, whereby  the  blood  is  forced  into  the  cells 
of  the  cavernous  bodies  of  the  penis,  and  the 
reflux  of  the  blood  hindered,  that  the  penis  be- 
comes erecft,  and  remains  fo,  till  the  blood  hais 
found  its  courfe,  then  leaves  and  flackens  all  the 
cells  as  they  were  before. 

The  corpus  cavernofum  urethrae,  includes 
that  part  which  ftretches  from  the  bulb,  all  along 
under  the  other  bodies,  to  the  end  of  the 
penis,  including  the  glans.  This  is,  properly 
fpeaking^  the  material  and  principal  part  of  that 

member  -, 
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nieniber ;  the  whole  of  it  is  fpungy,  and  full  of 
cavities,  like  the  fore-mentioned. 

The  glans  is  peculiarly  tender  and  delicite, 
being  chiefly  the  feat  of  pleafure,  and  from  the 
titillating  irritation  cf  this,  the  reft  of  the  organs 
are  fummoned  and  iiimulated  to  exert  their 
fun<5lions  in  the  ad  of  coition.  The  whole  of 
it  is  curioufiy  interwoven  with  nerves,  arteries 
and  veins,  and  the  cells  are  here  fmaller,  and 
confequently  more  numerous  in  proportion  thaa 
in  the  other  cavernous  bodies. 

Underneath  the  glans  is  the  fraenum,  menti- 
oned before,  faftened  to  the  prasputium ;  but  it 
has  alfo  a  very  ftrong  communication  with  the 
inner  coat  of  the  urethra,  where  it  feems  to  be 
tightened  like  a  chord ;  this  is  very  perceivable, 
and  agreeably  fo  in  a  natural  ere(^ion,  but  la  a 
priapifin  it  is  very  painful ;  and  from  the  con- 
tra<^ion  of  this  in  the  virulent  gonorrhoea,  it  is 
called  chordee,  as  will  follow  hereafter.  The 
reil  of  the  cavernous  body  of  the  urethra  is  cel- 
lular, till  it  comes  to  the  neck  of  the  bladder, 
being  mufcular  and  more  tendinous,  which 
part  we  have  obferved  before.  Next  to  the  pro- 
liate  gland  the  cavernous  body  is  more  bulky, 
and  ends  in  a  ilefliy  protuberance,  and  therefore 
by  Mr.  Cowper,  called  the  bulb.  Till  this  part, 
the  fubftance  is  much  alike,  and  equally  inter- 
fperfed  with  arteries,  veins,  and  nerves  5  by  which 
it  has  an  immediate  communication  and  continu- 
ation, with  the  other  cavernous  bodies,  and  with 
them  at  one  and  the  fame  time  difteaded  in  erec- 
tion^ and  ilackened  in  the  flaccid ity. 

The  urethra,  or  meatus  uriaarius,  through 
which  the  urine  and  feed  is  thrown,  extends  it- 
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felf  from  the  bladder,  from  v/hlch  it  Is  a  con- 
tinuation, and  terminates  in  the  end  of  the  glans; 
the  flandard  of  its  length,  in  err(?l:ion,  entire  from 
the  neck  of  the  bladder  to  the  glans,  is  twelve  inch- 
es ;  but  this  varies  greatly  in  different  fubjefe. 
Its  tegument  is  of  a  tendinous  and  nervous  ftruc- 
ture,  and  is  plentifully  provided  every  where  with 
excretory  glans,  which  yield  a  lubricating  mucus, 
with  which  it  is  lined,  and  proteds  the  inner 
coat  from  the  acrimony,  which  is  more  or  lefs 
in  the  urine. 

, .  Thefe  glands,  as  1  have  obferved,  are  plentiful ; 
but  more  fo,  towards  the  neck  of  the  bladder, 
and  there  moft  of  all.  It  is  thefe  glands  which 
frequently  are  infe6ied,  or,  more  properly  fpeak- 
ing  where  the  virus  of  the  infedion  makes  its 
firft  appearance  in  the  gonorrhoea,  and  very  fel- 
dora  in  the  feminal  veiicles,  and  the  proftate 
gland.  As  thefe  glans  increafe  in  number, 
they  increafe  in  bulk  alfo,  being  confiderably 
larger  about  the  neck  ;  and  it  is  there  the  mouths 
of  Cowper's  excretory  glands  are  viiible.  They 
no  doubt  are  defigned  to  feed  and  lubricate  the 
caput  gallinaginis,  or  verumontanum,  which,  as 
the  porter  of  the  feed  veficles,  is  very  delicate, 
and  .as  a  confequent  member  to  generation,  is 
more  intitled  to,  and  £ands  in  greater  need  of 
this  lubricating  mucus. 

.  The  penis  is  allowed  to  have  two  pair  and  a 
fingle  mufcle.  For  my  part,  in  diire6^ions,  I 
could  always  make  fix  out ;  but  there  is  no 
branch  in  anatomy  which  gives  fo  much  room 
for  difputation  as  myology.  An  over-nice  ana- 
tomift  may  ealily  make  out  a  lilt  of  mufcles, 
amounting  to  double   the   number   commonly 
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given  ;  for  in  fa6l,  moft  mufcles  feem  to  be  com- 
pofed  of  a  variety  of  other  fmall  ones  :  I  fhall 
therefore  keep  the  cuftomary  ftandard,  particu- 
larly, as  the  difference  in  this  cannot  amount 
to  any  thing  of  real  benefit. 

The  firfl:  pair  then,  is  the  eredores,  which 
take  their  origin  from  the  fleihy  protuberan- 
ces of  the  ifchlum,  and  lof:^  themfelves  in 
the  cavernous  bodies  of  the  penis.  Thefe  two 
mufcles,  one  on  each  lide,  are  chiefly  inftru- 
mental  to  the  ere6lion  of  the  penis  -,  which  by 
the  influx  of  the  animal  fpirits,  contract  them- 
felves,  and  draw  the  penis  nearer  to  the  ofTa 
pubis  ;  and  partly  by  compreffing  the  vena  ipiius 
penis  to  the  pubis,  and  partly  from  an  immediate 
contraction  of  the  vena  itfelf,  or  other  unknown 
caufes,  the  blood  being  hindered  from  a  reflux, 
'enters  into  the  cells  of  the  cavernous  bodies, 
f  "Veils  them  up,  and  thus  makes  the  penis  ereCt : 
this  fun<51ion  is  greatly  afTifted  by  the  reft  of  the 
mufcles. 

The  fecond  pair  Is  the  tranfverfales,  which 
take  their  origin  from  the  ifchitim,  near 
the  eredores,  and  adhere  near  the  accelerator, 
about  the  bulb  of  the  penis  5  thefe  mufcles  in  con- 
jundlion  with  the  before-mentioned  and  the 
following,  help  towards  keeping  the  penis  in  its 
natural  ere6l  pofition.  Their  magnitude  is  varia- 
ble;  in  fome  fubjeds  they  are  bulky,  in  others 
but  fmall,  and  in  fome,  it  has  been  obferved,  they 
have  been  wanting  5  the  latter  I  am  apt  to  think, 
muft  be  a  miftake ;  be  this  as  it  may,  from  their 
lituation,  they  feem  to  be  deligned  by  nature  as 
well  for  the  contradion  of  the  vena  penis,  as  alfo 
to  aflift  to  open  the  cavernous  bodies  of  the  pe^ 
iiis,  and  part  of  the  urethra  too. 

C  The 
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The  accelerator  is  the  odd  mufcle;  one 
might  however,  with  great  propriety  call  it  two, 
lince  it  is  very  diftindly  divided  in  the  middle  : 
however,  it  is  immaterial  as  to  the  ufe  of  it,  whe- 
ther one  or  two.  This  mufcle  takes  a  tendinous 
commxencement  from  the  cavernous  body  of  the 
urethra,  foon  becomes  flefhy,  and  encompalTes 
the  whole  penis  5  leaves  it  again,  for  a  part,  and 
confines  itfelf  chiefly  to  the  bulb;  where  it 
liraitens  the  veins,  and  helps  to  comprefs  the 
whole  root  of  the  penis:  it  enters  with  the  penis 
under  the  os  pubis^  and  foon  joins  to  the  fphinder 
ani ;  where  it  leaves  two  little  laps  of  ilefh,  and 
v^'hlch  are  fometlmes  called  the  third  pair  of 
mufcles. 

This  mufcle  I  look  upon  moft  material,  as 
well  In  eredion,  as  in  ejaculation  ;  for  in  grafp- 
ing,  (as  it  were)  the  penis,  it  comprelTes  the 
vena  ipiius,  and  the  neighbouring  returning  veins, 
more  than,  the  eredores  do  by  preffing  it  to  the 
pubis :  for  was  this  laft  m.entloned  preiTure  the 
material  obje(51:,  an  artificial  preiTure  with  the 
hand,  (and  which  Is  even  more  powerful)  would 
Jiave  the  fame  eifed ;  but  this  we  hnd  is  not  the 
cafe:  Still,  that  the  ere6lores  are  accelTary  to- 
wards the  compreffion  of  the  vena-penis,  and  the 
eredlon,  is  beyond  ail  difpute. 

When  the  penis  is  ere6t,  there  appears  evi- 
dently a  greater  preilure  and  contraction  at  the 
bulb  of  the  penis,  (that  is  in  the  perinseum)  than 
at  the  pubis  :  and  in  a  priapifm,  this  part  is 
lometimes  a<?tually  inflamed, as  I  obferved remark- 
ably in.  a  man,  who  from  a  lafcivious  wantonnefs, 
had  taken  Tr.  Caniharld.  and  from  this  frolick 
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rowly  efcaped  death,  by  the  immediate  ailiftance 
of  plentiful  bleeding,  and  emollient  clyfters. 

That  the  accelerator,  is  the  principal  a6ior  in 
ejaculation,  is  unlverfally  agreed  on;  for  by  its 
contracflion,  it  very  perceptibly  communicat-es 
to  the  whole  urethra,  a  pulfive  prefTure  :  and  as  a 
farther  proof  of  the  above  afTertion,  it  is  evident 
alfo,  that  by  thefe  contradions  (for  example 
thofe  we  are  wont  to  make  after  letting  urine) 
thefe  very  contradlions  repeated,  v/Ill  foon  caufe 
an  eredion  5  moreover,  it  is  thefe  contra6lions 
in  a  chordee,  or  violent  priapiiin,  (which  then 
for  the  moft  part  are  involuntary,)  that  give  the 
throbbing  pain. 

Thefe  are  the  ailing  mufcles  of  the  penis ; 
and  itis  plain,thatby  theafiiftanceof  theni,thepenis 
becomes  ere6t,  and  adds  conliderably  to  the  plea- 
furein  coition.  But  it  is  wonderful,  that  fometimes 
they  fhould  be  fo  alert  and  ready,  nay,  even  at 
times  without  defire  or  will,  and  at  other  times 
as  lluggifh  in  their  function:  I  know,  to  this 
it  may  be  anfwered,  that  it  is  a  univerfal  caufe 
with  almoft  all  mufcles,  from  the  influx  of  the 
animal  fpirits  -,  I  could  wifli  to^give  my  fancy  and 
opinion  fome  fcope  here,  but  as  this  would  per^ 
haps  lead  me  into  an  argument  too  extenlive  for 
this  work,  and  be  of  very  little  ufe  to  my  prefent 
deiign,  I  fhall  preferve  this  indulgence  to  another 
opportunity.  Suffice  it  therefore  to  obferve, 
that  a  flimulus  on  the  nerves  will  irritate  thefe 
mufcles  to  contradion,  as  foon,  or  even  fooner, 
than  any  other. 

All  convullions  are  attended,    more    or  lefs, 

with  ere<5f  ions ;  and  thofe  of  the  epilepfy,  with  a 

profufc   ejedion  of  the  feed,     A  priapifm,  adds 
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not  a  little  to  the  pain  of  criminals  when  they  are 
whipt,  and  is  always  the  attendant  of  thofe  un- 
fortunate wretches  who  fuifer  on  the  rack.  When 
a  malefador  has  hanged  till  he  is  cold,  he  is 
generally  found  with  the  penis  ere6l. 

Thefe  are  violent  and  unnatural  eredions,  and 
always  followed  by  fiaccidities,  even  to  a  lamenefs 
in  thefe  parts.  1  cannot  help  pitying  here 
thefe  unfortunate  half  men,  who  are  under  a  ne- 
celity  of  being  whipt  with  a  rod,  till  they,  with 
tears  in  their  eyes,  are  made  capable  to  perform 
venereal  functions ;  but  as  for  thofe  diabolical 
lafclvious  fools,  who  do  it  merely  out  of  wanton- 
jiefs,  I  would  only  remind  them,  that  befides, 
from  fuch  an  unnatural  i^imulus,  they  will 
in  a  fhort  time  be  rendered  feeble  and  perfecftly 
impotent,  but  alfo,  that  it  drives  or  hurries  them, 
not  only  to  the  grave,  but  to  that  place,  where 
Lucifer,  the  author  of  thefe  inventions,  will 
exercife  whipping  on  them,  to  their  eternal  mi- 
fery. 

The  natural  irritation  fcarce  needs  defcription  5 
inftindl  is  the  fpring  in  brutes,  and  that  with 
reafon  guides  the  rational  being.  Both  are  na- 
turally fatiated  when  their  defires  are  gratified. 

Men  love  a  miftrefs,  as  they  love  a  feafl-, 
How  grateful  this  the  touch  !  and  that  the  tafle  ; 
Yet  fure  there  is  a  certain  time  of  day, 
We  wifli  our  miflrefs  and  our  meat  away. 
-Again  the  flated  appetite  returns, 
Again  our  ffomach  craves,  our  bofom  burns. 

In  Ihort,  when  the  vcficulae  feminales  are  pro- 
vuied  with  feed,  there  is  a  propcnfuy  and  incli- 
nation 
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nation  for  coition  ;  the  mind  is  filled  with  deiire, 
and  all  the  organs  before  defcribed  are  ready  to 
aflift  each  other  for  enjoying  that  blifs,  which 
great  as  it  is,  ftill  at  that  jun^lure  by  far  excels  the 
real,  in  the  raptured  imagination.  If  the  enjoy- 
ment is  mutual,  and  agreeable  to  nature  and  con- 
fcience,  the  fatisfadion  after  enjoyment  is  equally 
pleaiing  to  the  preceding  blifs  itfelf.  And  in  that 
moment  perhaps,  is  the  ultimate  limit  of  human 
felicity  ;  but  if  againft  the  laws  of  nature,  re- 
morfe  and  felf-reproach  follow  as  natural  confe- 
quences.  However,  when  the  velicles  have  emit- 
ted,  the  conftric^ion  of  the  mufcles  ceafes,  and  the 
mind  begins  to  loath.  From  this  it  is  evident, 
that  thefe  parts  are  in  the  flricfteft  conjundlon 
with  each  other,  and  that  the  irritation  of  the 
femen  in  the  veiiculas  feminales  muft  be  a  power- 
ful ftimulus,  alfo  that  that  flimulus  is  unverfally 
throughout  all  the  genitaL  parts,  even  in  the 
fpcrmatic  velTels,  and  thefe  again  with  the  uri- 
nary parts ;  from  this  connexion  diuretics  gene- 
rally become  fiimulants  to  venery. 

In  fine,  the  ftrudure  of  our  wondrous  fabric,  is 
fo  amazingly  curious,  that  all  the  fibres,  let  them 
be  ever  fo  remote  afunder,  have  almoft  an  inftan- 
taneouscommunicationwith  each  other  ;  of  this  we 
are  every  moment  to  our  aflonifhment  convinced, 
and  molt  fo  to  occular  demonftration,  by  the 
circulation  of  the  blood.  Who  can  behold 
without  amazement,  that  the  blood  which  is  now 
in  our  little  finger,  will  in  a  few  moments  have 
made  its  courfe  through  our  body,  and  be  Iran- 
fported  and  difperfed  into  our  foot  I  But  thia 
amazement  mutl:  ftill  be  encreafed,  when  we 
refle61:  on  the  inftantaneous  connexions  between. 
C  3  body 
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body  and  foul ;  that  our  external  fenfes,  (like  fo 
many  watchful  and  faithful  centlnels;  at  the  leail 
fenfation,  like  lightning  itfelf,  gives  notice  to  the 
mind  of  pain  and  pleafure  ! 

The  inguinal  glands  cannot  be  flridly  reck- 
oned with  the  genital  parts,  lince  there  is  no  dif- 
tinc?!:,  or  rather  remarkable  connexion  between 
them  and  the  fore-mentioned  parts  :  but  as  they 
are  of  the  greateft  confequence  in  the  venereal 
difeafe,  it  becomes  abfolutely  neceffary  to  under- 
jRand  fomething  of  their  ftrudlure. 

The  do(5lrine  of  glands  is  the  raofl:  intricate  in 
anatomy  ;  as  a  imiverfal  knowledge  thereof,  we 
know  only,  that  they  coniifl  of  an  immenfe  mul- 
titude of  fmall  convoluted  and  contortedly  in-* 
terwoven  veiTels ;  that  they  fecrete  different  hu- 
mours from  the  blood ;  that  they  are  always  in 
adion  ;  that  they  are  very  delicate  and  very  liable 
to  be  obftruded :  Large  effays  have  been  writ- 
ten on  the  fubjev5l ;  for  my  part,  I  never  faw  one 
yet,  that  amounted  to  any  thing  more  at  the 
end  of  the  chapter,  than  that  there  were  a  great 
many  glands,  which  fecundum  artem,  were  dif- 
tinguilhed  into  a  great  many  clafles,  and  as  I 
obferved  above,  very  curioufly  formed. 

The  comparifon  I  am  about  to  make  may 
feem  odd,  though  perhaps  not  improper ;  the 
glands  in  the  animal  oeconomy,  I  compare 
to  fo  many  different  manufadurers ;  the  work- 
men are  alike,  but  their  profeffions  differ;  each 
clafs  work  In  their  own  trade,  but  all  for  the 
benefit  and  fupport  of  one  another  ;  the  one  can 
not  do  well  without  the  other,  yet  fome  have  a 
nearer  connexion  amongft  themfelves  than  others; 
and  they  ftill  differ  in  appearance  more  or  lefs* 
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I  fliould  be  glad  to  be  rationally  Informed,  why 
mercury  brings  on  a  falivation ;  why  it  afTeds 
the  falivary  glands,  the  gums,  the  tongue,  and  the 
throat  ?  And  why  not  all  the  glands  m  common  ? 
Methlnks,  I  fee  the  young  fpark  who  has  juft  be- 
gun to  walk  the  hofpital,  fmile  at  my  ignorance  ; 
I  mufi:  beg  leave  to  tell  him,  I  was  once  as  wife  as 
himfelf,  but  alas  i  the  more  I  learn,  the  lefs  I 
know.     But  to  return  to  the  glands. 

Thofe  in  the  groins  are  to  all  appearance  of  the 
lymphatic,  and  of  the  conglobate  kind ;  I  ob- 
ferved  before,  that  they  were  not  remarkably 
onne6led  with  the  genital  parts ;  but  if  We  have 
recourfe  to  minute  anatomy,  we  fhall  foon  be 
undeceived  to  the  contrary,  and  experience  (the 
greateft  teacher)  leaves  no  doubt  of  their  Im- 
mediate and  univerfal  correfpondence. 

But,  over  and  above  all  this,  there  Is  fome- 
thing  in  the  Inguinal  glands  which  is  peculiarly 
fubjed  to  the  venereal  poifon  ;  I  fay,  peculiarly, 
for  why  will  the  infe<5tion  not  communicate 
equally  as  foon  at  contact  to  the  neighbouring 
glands  ?  But  this  queftion  is  rather  needlefs,  lince 
it  is  beyond  all  doubt,  that  peculiar  glands,  are 
more  or  lefs  liable  to  peculiar  difeafes. 

Let  it  fuffice  therefore  to  obferve,  that  the 
tegument  of  the  penis  and  the  fcrotum,  abound 
with  lymphatic  veil  els,  and  thefe  have  all  an  im- 
mediate communication  with  the  inguinal  glands. 
It  is  certain,  that  when  a  patient  is  infet51:ed 
with  the  venereal  virus,  that  it  will  go  between 
the  various  parts,  from  a  fwelled  tefiicle  to  the 
groin  ;  from  thence  again  to  the  uretha,  &c. 
We  know  alfo  from  experience,  that  the  miafni 
will  lay  concealed  in  the  inguinal  glands 
C4  ^  for 
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for  a  long  time;  but  it  ought  to  be  known  too, 
that  of  all  the  glands  in  the  human  body,  there 
are  none  more  tra61:able  and  compliable,  than 
thefe  very  glands. 

A  bubo  will  eafily  difappear  root  and  branch,  if 
properly  managed ;  and  1  am  forry  to  fay,  but. 
muft  inlift  upon  it,  that  whoever  has  fuffered  much 
from  this  complaint,  under  attendance,  has  been 
ill  treated ;  and  I  will  add,  if  thefe  glands  were 
not  of  an  uncommon  good  kind,  nine  out  of  ten 
of  thofe  who  have  efcaped  from  being  ruined 
by  cauftics,  would  have  added  to  thofe,  who 
have  fallen  a  facrifice  to  that  injudicious  prac- 
tice. 

I  lliall  here  conclude  my  defcription  of  the 
genitals  of  the  mafculine  gender,  and  proceed 
to  the  organs  from  whence  we  took  our  entrance 
into  life. 


CHAP.       11. 

Of  the  Genital  Parts  of  the  Female  Secc. 

LEST    I  fhould  be  cenfured,    as  being  too- 
communicative  in  what  I  am  going  to  def- 
cribe,  permit  me  reader,  here  to  premife. 

Modefty  is  that  ornament  of  the  female  fex 
which  doubly  endears  them  to  our  love  and  efteem. 
It  is  a  faithful  monitor  to  chaftlty,  and  illumi- 
nates with  a  celeftial  beam  of  light,  every  other 
virtue  of  the  beloved  obje^l  of  our  bofom.  It 
is  that  ineftimable  jewel  which  entitles  them  to 
our  refpec^f .  It  aids  them  inftead  of  ftrength 
againft  the  affaffin  of  their  virtue,  and  ilrikes  an 

awe 
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awe  Into  the  beaftly  wretch,  who  would  dare  to 
facrliice  their  reputation  and  happinefs  to  his 
luft. 

But  the  woman  who  has  loft  the  fenfe  of  modeffy, 
and  abandoned  herfelf  to  proftltution,  becomes 
an  obje61  of  difguft  and  contempt ;  and  brand- 
ed with  the  Infamous  epithet  of  whore,  fhe  is  ex- 
cluded from  every  mark  of  efteem  and  friend* 
fhlp,  as  well  from  the  oppolite  fex  as  her  own, 
even  from  the  wretches  in  her  own  unhappy 
condition. 

But  Is  this  virtue  confined  to  females  only  ? 
Surely  not ;  even  man  as  the  fuperior.  Is  lefs  ex- 
cufable.  There  Is  nothing  more  contemptible 
in  the  eye  of  every  female,than  an  immodeft  man, 
either  in  anions  or  words:  lafcivioufnefs  gives  not 
only  an  unpardonable  oil[ence  to  virtuous  females, 
but  is  difguftful  even  to  the  molt  abandoned  of 
"that  fex ;  difcovering  to  them,  not  only  a  bafe- 
nefs  of  heart,  but  a  deficiency  of  underftandlng, 
which  will  ever  link  into  univerfal  contempt. 

This  digrefilon  I  hope  will  be  underftood  in 
its  proper  light ;  and  I  beg  leave  to  add,  I  write 
to  the  faculty  and  men  of  fenfe  5  but  not  for  the 
abufe  of  fools.     And  now  to  the  fubje61. 

The  genital  organs  of  the  female  fex,  are  join- 
ed with  the  urinary  parts,  as  well  as  thofe  In 
men,  but  materially  different.  In  regard  to  the 
urinary  organs  there  Is  no  difference,  with  refpe(5l 
to  the  ureters  and  the  ffrudure  of  the  bladder, 
except  that  the  velica  urinaria  Is  generally  lar- 
ger and  more  pliable  for  extention  ;  but  this  qua- 
lity is  univerfally  peculiar  to  the  fex.  Through- 
out the  animal  oeconomy,  the  fibres  as  well  as 
the  difpofition  are  more  delicate  and  foft  in  the 
feminine  gender  than  In  the  mafculine  5  no  doubt 

to 
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to  yield  the  more  to  the  roughnefs  and  robuft- 
nefs  of  the  fuperior  fex,  ordained  by  nature  for 
the  government,  fupport,  and  protec^^ion  of  the 
weaker.  The  fuppoiition  that  this  difference 
of  delicacy  proceeds  from  habit,  is  evidently  er- 
roneous, and  repugnant  to  nature  iftelf. 

The  neck  of  the  bladder  and  the  urethra  is 
very  Ihort,  yet  conliderably  wider  than  in  men, 
on  which  account  they  have  many  advantages 
over  men :  They  are  not  fo  fubje6l  to  the  gra- 
vel and  many  other  complaints  as  men ;  and  a 
catheter  is  much  more  ealily  applied.  From  the 
fame  conveniency  alfo^they  urine  with  more  facility^ 

The  organs  of  generation  we  fhall  examine  un- 
der thefe  two  parts,  namely,  thofe  which  offer 
to  our  view  and  fenfes  without  diifecflion  ;  and 
thofe  parts  which  are  immediatly  concerned  in 
geftation,  and  to  be  examined  only  anatomically. 

The  firfl,  is  the  pudendum  muliebre  in  the 
general  term,  and  includes  every  part  which- 
offers  to  the  light  and  touch  from  the  mons  ve- 
neris to  the  anus,  (viz.)  The  mons  veneris, 
rima  magna,  labia,  clitoris,  nymphae,  meatus 
urinarius  and  the  vagina,  all  which  we  fhall  take 
under  our  conlideration  in  their  turn. 

The  pudenda  in  males  as  well  as  females,  are 
naturally  covered  with  hair  ;  and  though  men 
have  greatly  the  fuperiority  of  hair  over  their  bo- 
dies, to  the  females,  (which  adds  not  a  little  to  the 
manly  robuftnefs)  yet  on  thefe  parts  they  are 
equally  well  provided.  This,  as  well  as  many 
other  triffling  fubjeds,  have  caufed  controver- 
lies,  v/hether  nature  defigned  that  provlfion  for 
ornament  or  ufe  :  for  my  part,  I  fliall  always 
believe,   that  nature  meant  nothing  ornamental 

but 
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but  v/hat  is  ufeful.  It  is  however,  quite  other- 
wife  with  fancied  ornaments  5  antiently  the  Spa- 
niards Ihaved  their  wives,  and  this  in  our  times 
is  even  a  pra6lice  amongft  fome'of  the  eaftcrn 
nations. 

Be  this  however  as  It  may,  it  is  certain  that 
In  general,  when  they  begin  to  fprout  out,  it  is 
a  fign  that  maturity  commences,  and  to  add  vi- 
gour was  doubtlefs  nature's  intention. 

The  mons  veneris  is  the  protuberance  on  the 
brink  of  the  pubis,  and  appears  agreeably 
covered  with  fat,  and  moft  provided  with  hair. 
This  mount  alters  much  in  the  fame  fubje6l ; 
in  general  it  is  proportionally  plump  with  the 
breafts  :  and  at  the  time  when  the  innocent  maid 
is  furprifed  with  hair,  and  ftrangely  alarmed  with 
the  approach  of  the  catamenia,  it  is  then,  that 
this  mount  is  in  its  meridian  plumpnefs,  accom- 
panied with  the  fwelled  bofom ;  nature  ripens, 
and  it  is  then,  the  exprelTive  eye,  though  innocent, 
proclaims,  the  maid  ftands  in  need  of  a  guardian 
friend.  This  is  the  crilis  of  womanhood ; 
whil-ft  the  paffions  are  lively,  this  mons  continues 
plump  even  in  thin  habits,  different  from  a  fat 
plumpnefs,  and  with  the  paffions  it  fublides  again, 
fo  as  to  be  entirely  flat  in  old  age. 

The  rima,  is  the  external  gate  of  thefe  organs, 
and  is  that  flit,  or  aperture  which  opens  Immedi- 
ately under  the  mons  veneris,  and  continues 
till  near  the  anus. 

The  part  between  this  and  the  anus  itfelf,  is 
called  the  perinaeum.  The  parts  on  each  fide  of 
the  rima,  is  a  continuation  of  the  common  fkin, 
and  membrana  adipofa  j  which  terminates  fome- 
what  thicker  there  than  common^  and  forms  the 
labia  or  lips, 

Thefe 
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Thefe  lips,  though  a  continuation  of  the  mem- 
brana  adipofa,  don't  contain  fat,  as  is  generally 
fuppofed  ;  for  obfervation  teaches  us,  that  they 
remain  of  one  iize,  let  the  woman  be  fat  or  lean  : 
nay,  the  pudendum  is  even  larger  in  lean  fubje<5^s 
than  in  fat,  (I  mean,  apparently)  and  from  the 
fame  reafon  too.  They  abound  with  lymphatic 
veiTels,  which  have  an  immediate  communica- 
tion with  the  inguinal  glands  ;  hence  they  are 
as  often  afflided,  and  liable  to  buboes,  as  men. 

The  inlide  of  the  labia,  all  within  the  rima,  is 
very  delicate  and  thin,  and  hence  in  venereal  in* 
fedions,  thefe  parts  are  very  fubje<5l  to  fhanker- 
ous  ulcerations,  and  fometimes  fwell  up  and  are 
inflamed  to  a  great  degree,  from  the  fame  caufe, 
and  in  the  fame  manner,  as  the  phimofis,  and  pa- 
raphimolis  in  men ;  but  neither  with  fo  much 
pain  or  danger,  nor  near  with  fo  many  difficulties 
in  the  cure. 

Women  have  naturally  many  difcharges  from 
their  pudenda,  to  which  men  are  firangers  5  it 
becomes  therefore  neceffary  for  them  to  be  more 
cleanly ;  for  by  neglect,  they  are  not  only  fub- 
je61:  to  become  in  thofe  parts  difagreeable,  but 
form  febaceous  humours,  which  lodged  in  the 
crevices,  and  becoming  rancid,  are  fubje6l  to  ge- 
nerate fores  and  ulcerations ;  and  It  has  often 
happened,  that  chaise  matrons  from  fuch  circum- 
fiances  have  been  ftigmatized  with  crimes,  or 
elfe  fufpe6led  their  hulbands,  though  both  inno- 
cent ;  which  has  taken  its  rife  from  nothing  elfe 
than  uncleanlinefs  ;  particularly  at  a  time  of  an 
acute  fluor  albus,  in  an  acrimonious  habit  of 
body. 

The 


OF    THE    FEMALE    SEX.  29 

The  clitoris  is  feated  at  the  upper  part  in  the 
rima,  immediately  under  the  mons  veneris.  It  is 
the  principal  feat  of  fenfual  pleafure  in  coitu  in  wo- 
man, like  the  glans  penis  in  men,  and  which  it  rc- 
fembles  very  much  in  miniature^  except  that  it  has 
no  perforation  :  in  fize  it  diifers  much  in  various 
fubjeds  ;  tho'  the  ftandard  bignefs  is  like  that  of 
a  natural  uvula.  But  it  has  been  found  fometimes 
fo  large,  in  new  born  infants  that  the  good  women 
have  been  at  a  lofs  to  judge  the  child  a  boy  or 
a  girl  5  and  "to  err  on  the  right  fide  of  the 
queftion,  they  have  called  it  both ;  which  has 
given  birth  to  thofe  monftcrs  called  hermaphro- 
dites ;  but  in  the  flri6t  fenfe  of  the  word,  I  can- 
not think  there  ever  was  a  perfed  hermaphrodite  ; 
it  feems  to  me  impoffible,  that  nature  fhould  wan- 
der fo  much  aftray,  ■  as  to  form  an  imperfection, 
fo  very  perfect  in  itfelf ;  though  we  have  in- 
flances  of  abfolute  mixtures^  however,  neither  fex 
perfe6l. 

The  clitoris  is  a  principal  member  towards 
generation,  and  its  connexions  are  more  exten- 
live  than  has  been  generally  taken  notice  of. 

It  takes  its  rife  from  the  offa  pubis  on  each 
fide,  with  two  tendinous  and  mufcular  bodies, 
like  the  elevator  penis  in  men,  and  terminates 
in  a  cavernous  body ;  and  which  is  in  the  mid- 
dle divided  by  a  membranous  feptum.  This, 
with  part  of  the  foremen tioned,  is  the  crura 
clitoridis :  the  mufcular  bodies  however,  continue 
to  the  ofTa  coxendicis  and  thefe  are  the  mufculi 
eredores  clitoridis. 

At  the  other  end  of-  the  clitoris  it  divides  it- 
felf and  runs  all  round  the  vagina,  and  makes  a 
cavernous  body  j  fo  that  when  the  clitoris  is  tiul- 
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la  ted  with  a  fenfe  of  pleafure,  and  in  an  amo- 
?rous  inclination,  its  arteries  become  comprefTed 
by  its  mufcular  parts,  the  reflux  of  the  blood 
is  hindered,  and  thereby  it  becomes  ered^  the 
cavernous  body  of  itfelf,  with  its  continuation  all 
round  the  vagina,  and  the  labia  fwell  up,  and 
grafp  the  penis  with  a  rapturous  ardour  whilft  in 
aclion,  and  thereby  not  only  heightens  the  plea- 
fure to  both  parties,  but  alfo  excludes  the  air, 
fo  that  the  femen  virile  may  warmly,  and  in  im- 
mediate cojita^,  be  injeded  into  the  fundus 
uteri. 

There  is  not  a  part  in  all  the  organs  of  gene- 
ration, but  what  this  ruling  little  animal  has  an 
immediate  connexion  with  ^  and  at  the  com- 
mand of  this,every  other  part  is  ready  and  delirous 
of  venereal  embraces.  This  is  too  well  known 
to  the  lewd,  and  carried  by  them  to  the  groffeft 
abufe. 

Round  the  clitoris  is  the  pra^puce,  wliich  is 
foldings  of  ikin  in  continuation  with  the  clitoris : 
this  ferves  not  only  as  a  protedion,  but  in  coitu 
has  its  ufe,  Belides  the  mufcles  beforementioned, 
there  are  two  others,  which  take  their  rife  from 
thefphin6^er  ani,  though  one  might  with  as  much 
propriety,  and  even  more,  cail  them  proper  to 
the  vagina. 

The  arteries  of  the  clitoris  and  the  cavernous  bo- 
dy,take  their  rife  from  the  fame  part  as  in  the  male 
penis;  diftribute  themfelves  into  the  various  caver- 
nofities,  are  taken  up  by  the  fmall  ramifications 
of  veins,  and  carried  back  again  into  the  hypogaf- 
tricks.  Its  nerves  it  receives  from  the  intercof- 
tals,  and  thefe  are  very  numeroufly  diftributed 
in  this  part  J.  but  belides  thcfe^  it  receives  bran- 
ches 
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dies  alfo  from  the  llgamentum  rotundum,  but 
of  this  I  fhall  fay  more  prefently.  The  nerves 
and  arteries  leave  the  clitoris  again,  and  fpread 
themfelves  all  round  the  pudendum,  within  the 
labia,  the  nymphae,  &c.  and  this  is  the  plexus 
reticulares;  and  by  fwelling  thefe  parts  ia 
coitu,  it  adds  conliderably  to  the  embrace  and 
fridion  of  the  penis,  for  the  warming  of  the 
parts,  and  excluiion  of  the  external  air. 

Immediately  under  the  clitoris,  is  the  meatus 
urinarius ;  this  paiTage  into  the  bladder  is  very 
fhort,  and  furrounded  with  a  tolerably  fubftantial 
mufcle,  called  the  fphin6^er  urinaria. 

It  is  lined  within,  the  fame  as  the  mafcullne 
urethra,  and  confequently  as  fenlible.  About 
the  orifice  it  has  a  little  Intumefcence,  and  which 
is  covered  with  a  continuation  of  that  within; 
partly  glandulous,  and  partly  tendinous.  This 
part  is  generally  ftrongly  infeded  in  the  vene- 
eral  difeafe,  though  feldom  the  immediate  feat 
thereof.  Child-bed  women  often  fuffer  greatly  in 
thefe  parts  from  hard  labours  5  but  in  fail,  rather 
from  ill  ufage  :  And  thefe  parts  fometiines  become 
fo  relaxed,  from  the  above  reafons  too,  that  the 
fphinder  has  loft  the  power  of  retaining  the 
urine,  which  is  no  fmall  grievance.  But  in 
general  they  are  not  fo  fubje<^  to  dyfuries  and 
ifchuries  as  men,  and  are  more  ealily  helped  5 
and  we  have  inftances  where  large  ftones  have  been 
extra(?ted  out  of  the  bladder,  without  cutting  or 
lacerations. 

The  nymphge,  or  alae,  take  their  rife  from 
the  praspuce  of  the  clitoris,  and  extend  them- 
felves all  round  the  vagina,  fo  however,  as  gra- 
dually to  lofe    themfelves  in  appearance,    and 

bs- 
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become  very  fmall  indeed,  towards  the  peri- 
neum. Their  fubftance  is  foft,  red,  and  fpongy, 
and  fomewhat  of  a  half-moon  form.  Thefe  are 
the  real  Hps  to  the  vagina,  and  in  coitu  are 
fwelled  up,  which  agreeably  fqueeze  the  penis  for 
the  exclulion  of  all  external  air  :  But  this  feems 
not  all  the  ufe  nature  deligned  them  for  ;  they 
appear  to  be  fpare  folds,  that  in  parturition  the 
parts  may  gather  fubflance  fufficient  to  extend 
without  laceration. 

It  fometimes  happens  that  children  are  bo!rn 
with  the  nymph:^  larger  than  common,  fo  as  to 
have  them  hang  below  the  pudendum,  and  which 
has  given  rife  to  another  kind  of  hermaphrodites  ; 
but  this,  as  well  as  the  clitoris,  will  bear  being 
Ihortened  with  a  good  biftoury,  or  fcIlTars,  with* 
out  the  leaft  inconvenience.  The  nymphae  are 
fmalleft  and  plumpeft  in  maids ;  but  they  be- 
come however  larger  and  more  flabby  by  fre- 
quent embraces,  but  moft  fo^  after  bearing  of 
children. 

Between  the  nymphae,  juft  tinder  the  meatus 
urinarius,  is  the  vagina.  This  is  the  organ  def- 
tined  by  nature  to  render  the  propagation  of  our 
fpecies,  a  moment  of  the  greateft  tranfport  of 
plcafure  in  our  lives  ;  but  from  the  abufe  of  this 
pleafure  is  liable  to  occalion  us  the  greateft  mif- 
fortune.  My  talk  is  not  here  to  moralize ;  it 
muft  however,  give  pain  to  every  thinking  being, 
to  reile6l,  on  the  many  abfurd  debaucheries 
which  fools  of  either  fex  hurry  into,  at  the  ex- 
pence  of  their  health  and  peace  ;  when  they  with 
more  eafe  and  fafety  might  enjoy  the  extatic 
blifs  of  mutual  embrace,  accompanied  with  ftn- 
cere  friendfliip  and  real   love,   as  the  ultimate 

human 
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human  felicity,    agreeable  to  the  bountiful  Au- 
thor's delign. 

The  Vagina  Is  the  canal  from  the  pudendum  to 
the  mouth  of  the  uterus ;  and  ordinarily  from 
fix  to  eight  inches  in  length,  (about  the  fame  di- 
meniion  as  the  penis)  litviated  between  the  intef- 
tinum  redum,  and  the  velica  urinaria  ;  to  the 
iirit  it  is  ftrongly  and  intimately  faftened  by  muf- 
cular  fibres,  but  not  to  the  velica. 

It  is  of  a  texture  capable  to  be  extended  to  a 
very  great  width,  and  even  in  length  too  ;  and 
of  fo  elaftic  a  nature,  as  to  fuit  itfelf  to  auy  nar- 
rownefs,  required  ^  full  of  wrinkles,  and  narrow- 
eft  at  the  entrance. 

At  the  entrance  we  obferve  that  part,  which 
has  exercifed  the  curiofity  of  anatomifts  in  all 
ages,  namely,  the  virginity ;  they  have  not  only 
differed  in  the  form,  but  even  in  the  exiflence  it- 
felf: and  from  the  miftake  of  fome  of  thefe  fages, 
many  innocent  virgins  have  been  cruelly  condem- 
ned, whilft  common  proflitutes  hive  pafTed  for 
innocent. 

The  greatefi:  faculty  of  the  internal  fenfes  of 
man  is  judgment ;  and  which  Ihould  ever  be 
nourifhedand  protected  by  uncontroled  reafon. 
For  when  once  tyrannical  prejudice  gets  the  fway, 
judgment  becomes  a  venal  flave,  and  man  lofes 
his  charter  as  a  rational  being :  It  is  then  he  is 
blown  with  the  wind  from  one  extreme  to  ano- 
ther, and,  with  all  his  learning,  forms  the  cpnclu* 
lion  of  an  idiot. 

The  opinion  concerning  virginity,  is  certainly 
of  no  fmall  moment ;  and  as  it  is  a  point  yet  un- 
fettled  amongft  the  learned,  I  fhall  beg  the  indul- 
gence of  giving  my  opinion,  amongS  the  many 
who  have  written  on  the  fubjedl  3  and  by  the 
D  above 
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above,  I  mean  only  to  claim  attention,  and  then 
leave  the  reader  to  judge  for  hlmfelf. 

The  Mofaical  law  of  clrcumcllion,  took  its 
rife  from  the  inconveniency  of  too  long  a  prse- 
puce.  Population  was  encouraged  as  much  as 
poffible,  confequently  they  married  very  young, 
and  frequently  before  the  vigour  of  manhood 
had  gained  its  proper  period.  The  law  was  put  in 
execution  as  a  religious  rite,  univerfally  to  all  5 
though  no  one  will  fuppofe  that  it  was  alike  to  all 
abfolutelyufeful :  for  men  differ  in  general  not 
more  in  any  part  of  their  body,  than  in  this  mem- 
ber 5  and  fn  particular  in  the  prsepuce.  Infants 
have  always  their  glans  covered  :  but  as  they 
grow  up  to  the  ftate  of  puberty,  it  becomes  fooner 
or  later  uncovered  ;•  in  that  ftate  their  paffions 
are  like  touch-wood,  the  leaft  fpark  of  fire  fets 
them  all  in  a  blaze.  No  one  ever  defcribed  that 
period  better  than  the  incomparable  RouiTeau, 
in  his  Emilius.  They  have  a  languid  deiire  by 
nature,  they  know  not  for  what.  If  kept  in  in- 
nocence, this  fire  will  only  add  to  their  vigour  of 
manhood  ;  but  if  vitiated,  which  is  almofi:  una- 
voidable, particularly  in  great  fchools  and  in  large 
cities,  the  confequences  are  too  obvious.  I  fay 
their  glans  become  fooner  or  later  uncovered  ; 
either  by  private  trials  and  handling,  or  by  coi- 
tion itfelf  5  fome  with  difHculty,  others  with  much 
cafe. 

Now  this  tightnefs  of  the  praepuce  I  compare 
to  the  virginity  in  women  j  for  fince  they  mar- 
ried very  young  before  the  paflions  came,  to 
their  proper  maturity,  the  maidenhead  would 
have  been  as  troublelome  to  the  male  virgin  as 
the  female,  which  by  circumcilion  was   intended 

•  to 
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to  be  prever;ted  j  and  the  females  being  married 
very  young,  even  before  they  had  had  their 
menfcs,  were  of  courfe  very  delicate.  And  this 
gave  rife  to  the  Mofaical  left  of  virginity. 

The  experienced  in  amorous  matters,  will 
readily  grant  with  me,  that  women  differ  as  much 
in  narrownefs  and  widenefs^  as  men  can  do  in  their 
members ;  without  regard  to  either  biilk  or  ftature 
in  other  refpe^ts.  Girls,  when  they  commence 
women,  are  as  much  of  tinder  as  boys ;  na- 
ture is  as  much  at  work  to  perfe6f  them  for  ge- 
neration, as  the  oppoiite  fex  ;  and  their  paffions 
are  as  eafily  put  in  a  fermentation.  Fortunately 
for  them,  their  diiferent  mode  of  education  ex- 
cludes them  from  tRe  opportunity  of  being  fofoon 
vitiated  as  men  ;  but  fooner  or  later  they  difcover 
fomething,  which  inclines  them  to  the  other  fex  ; 
which  together  with  myfterious  terras  they  hear 
from  others,  cannot  fail  of  exciting  their  natural 
curiolify.  And  how  ihould  it  be  otherwife?  ex- 
cept they  are  void  of  all  paffions,  and  that  cannot 
be  without  fome  infirmity. 

Children  are  naturally  narrow  in  the  vagina, 
but  not  more  fo,  than  that  a  wax  taper  the  big- 
nefs  of  a  goofe  quill  may  eaiily  be  introduced.  If 
the  vagina  is  unperforated,  it  is  certainly  unnatural; 
I  own  this  is  fometimes  the  cafe ;  but  it  is  alfo  the 
cafe  fometimes  with  the  anus,  and  fometimes  the 
penis  ;  and  the  one  requires  to  be  opened  by  art 
as  much  as  the  other  ;  all  which  I  have  done  with 
equally  good  fuccefs,  with  a  lancet  properly 
armed  :  and  this  is  an  objed  no  ikilful  midwife 
lliould  omit  to  take  notice  of. 

It  is  this  unnatural  clofure  which  has   been 

taken,  for  the  hymen  ;  and  I  am  inclined  to  think, 

that  this  unfortunate  virginity,  has  cofl  many  a 
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pretty  maid  her  life.  For  how  fhould  the  menfes 
be  difcharged  ?  Mr.  Cowper  has  given  us  a  moft 
extraordinary  cafe  of  a  married  woman,  whofe 
hufband  with  (we  may  well  fuppofe)  the  greatell: 
difficulty,  gained  a  tolerable  adniiffion  into  the 
meatus  urinarius  in  coition  ;  the  fuppreffion  of 
the  menfes,  had  drove  an  appearance,bey-ond  the 
pudendum,  like  a  prolapfus  of  the  uterus ;  which 
en  examination,  Mr.  Cowper  found  to  be  the 
impervious  hymen  ;  which  when  opened,  at  leaf^ 
a  gallon  of  crumous  blood  came  forth  :  this  ob- 
fb*u6^ion  had  diverted  her  hufband's  admiilion  the 
other  way  :  however,  within  a  year  Ihe  was  de- 
livered of  a  healthful  child. 

When  the  clitoris  is  ere^l,  or  fwelled  up,  the 
whole  part  is  aife(Sled,  and  there  is  at  that  time  an 
adual  dilation  and  ccntra6lion  of  the  vagina  :  If  a 
woman  is  embraced  in  that  jun6^ure  of  natural  in- 
clination, the  parts  yield  very  ealtly  ;  and  I  will 
anfwer  for  it,  there  muft  be  a  very  great  difpro^ 
portion  of  parts  and  roughnefs  ufed,  if  there  is 
blood- fhed,  or  violation.  But  this  is  not  always  the 
cafe  at  the  firft  embrace  ;  for,  the  tender  virgin  is 
generally  intimidated,  which  adds  naturally  to  the 
contradion  of  thefe  parts  ;  and  then  on  the  other 
hand, the  man  being  abfent,frDm  eagernefs,regards 
not  tcndernefs  fo  much  as  he  would  do  in  cooler 
blood  ;  no  wonder  then,  that  thefe  delicate  parts 
fuffer  more  than  they  otherwife  would. 

Belides,  there  is  another  thing  to  be  confidered  ; 
it  is  not  only  the  different  habits  that  are  natu- 
rally niore  or  lefs  narrow  or  wide  in  thofe  parts  ; 
the  time  of  the  monthly  peiiod,  makes  no  fmall 
alteration.    Eut  even  other  complaints,  to  which 

every^ 
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every  innocent    woman  is  fubjedV,  has  a  great 

I  grant  you  however,  a  delicatenefs  in  a  virgin  ; 
and  I  believe  the  maidenhead  coBtlifts  as  much  in 
this,  as  in  any  thing  elfe,  if  not  more. 

If  a  woman  has  had  her  menfes,  (before  that 
time  nature  did  not  delign  her  for  marriage)  and 
file  is  ac^tually  inclined  for  coition,  ihe  will  em- 
brace it  with  pleafure,  without  pain  or  flooding ; 
unlefs  roughly  handled^  or  a  great  difproportion 
of  parts. 

If  a  woman  however  is  naturally  narrow,  (for 
fome  are  fo,  and  never  will  be  otherwife)  and 
particularly,  cohabited  againfl  her  inclination, 
ihe  may  pafs  more  than  once  for  a  maid  ;  and 
there  are  inflances  of  this  very  often,  as  well  by 
nature  as  by  art ;  for  the  latter,  I  appeal  to  the 
good  mother  abbeiTes  about  Covent  Garden. 

When  this  is  properly  coniidered,  I  think  it 
will  plainly  prove,  that  the  Mofaical  teft  of  vir- 
ginity, is  not  always  a  teft  of  innocence.  A  man 
of  underftanding  however,  will  foon  judge  right 
about  thefe  matters.  True  modefty,  delicacy  and 
tendernefsjboth  in  perfon  and  behaviour,  will  con- 
firm innocence,  whether  there  be  any  other  iigns 
or  not.  True  innocence  cannot  be  feigned,and  dif- 
fers widely  from  prudery  and  pretended  ignorance. 

This  is  my  opinion  on  this  fubjec?!:,  and  drawn 
from  repeated  obfervations ;  and  I  thought  proper 
to  mention  it  on  this  occalion,  as  a  duty  due 
to  the  obje<?is  of  our  greateft  concern.  It  is  better 
ten  guilty  fliould  efcape,  than  one  innocent  per- 
fon be  condemned 

The  entrance  of  the  vagina  in  children  is  nir- 

roWj  aftdfomewhat  fmqoth,  and  this  is  called  the 

D  3  hvmen^ 


38      Of  THE    GENITAL    PARTS 

hymen,  as  mentioned  before  ;  but,  when  they 
commence  women,  and  have  had  the  cataraenia, 
the  parts  become  fomewhat  wider,  and  confe- 
quently  as  the  vagina  becomes  contra6led,  thev 
become  folded, and  in  themfelves  encreafe  by  age; 
and  from  inclination  to  embrace,  they  become 
litde  caruncles,  about  the  bignefs  of  myrtle-ber- 
ries, and  always  four  in  number.  Thele  myrtle- 
forms,  have  been  thought  the  lacerations  of  the 
remaining  hymen,  and  may  fometimes  be  the  cafe, 
but,  as  I  obferved  before,  it  is  in  general  a  mif- 
take.  I  have  had  the  opportunity  of  examining 
many  women,  and  found  them  always  of  as  much 
a  ftandard-uniform  as  any  other  part,  (though  in 
{r6\  they  very  litde  refemble  myrtle  or  their  leaves 
either):  had  they  been  lacerations,  they  could 
not  poffibly  have  been  exa<?i:]y  alike  in  all  fubje^ls. 

In  maids  they  are  leaft,  but  by  coition  the  va* 
glna  being  widened,  they  muft  of  courfe  become 
more  wrinkly.  Belides  they  have  their  ab-* 
folute  ufe  ;  for  they  appear  to  m.e,  beyond  all 
doubt,  formed,  to  clofe  up  the  vagina,  from  the 
external  air  ;  and  feem  to  be  fpare  foldings,  in 
order  to  aflift  the  vagina,  in  parturitious  ex- 
tention. 

The  vagina  within  is  very  nervous,  and  ex- 
quiiitely  fenfible  :  It  is  full  of  wrinkles,  which  are 
largeft  in  young  fubje61:s,  become  lefs  fo  by  fre- 
quent venery,  but  are  almoft  obliterated  by  re- 
peated parturitions.  The  whole  is  chiefly  of  a  muf- 
cular  texture,  ftrongly  interwoven  with  veins, 
arteries,  and  in  particular  nerves.  All  within, 
between  the  rug^e,  are  little  excretory  glands, 
called  laeunse;  which  in  the  a6^  of  coition  yield  a 
naucous   liquid,    which  lubricates  the  fridion  of 

loth 
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both  parts  in  coition.  The  du61s  of  thefc  glands 
are  found  all  about  in  the  pudendum  more  or 
lefs;  and  particularly  about  the  orifice  of  the 
meatus  urinarius,  as  alfo  near  the  perina^um, called 
CowpeT's  Glands.  It  is  in  thefe  duds  where  the 
gonorrhoea  is  feated  in  women.  This  liquor  has 
been  miftaken  for  feed  j  but  this  miftake,  is  now 
pretty  well  known. 

The  vagina  has  a  conftri(?l:ory  mufcle,  which 
takes  its  rife  from  the  clitoris,  and  expands  it- 
felf  all  round  the  vagina.  Indeed,  the  whole  vagina 
is  a  perfe(^  mufcle  ;  for  in  coition  it  is  as  adive 
as  any  in- the  whole  body:  it  is  firmly  adherent 
to  the  re61um,  and  from  the  fphin61er  ani,  ano- 
ther mufcle  arifes,  which  intermixes  with  the 
foremenjtioned,  and  communicates  itfelf  to  the 
clitoris ;  and  therefore  generally  is  reckoned  to 
belong  to  the  clitoris. 

The  perinoeum  in  women  is  but  a  partition  be- 
tween the  pudendum  and  anus,  and  confifls  mere- 
ly of  the  vagina,  the  anus,  and  the  interme- 
diate mufcles.  In  women  who  have  not  fuffered 
the  extention  of  parturition,  it  appears  to  have  a 
thin  tdgf^.  lapt  a  little  over,  towards  the  pudendum; 
but  in  child-bearing,  it  is  apt  to  get  lacerated, 
particularly  by  the  unfkilfulnefs  of  mid  wives  -, 
and  often  becomes  troublefome  by  the  cicatrifa- 
tion,  in  future  parturitions.  From  the  clofe  con- 
nexion  of  the  vagina  with  the  re6fum,  and  in  par- 
ticular the  conftri^iores  with  the  fphln6ier  ani, 
the  venereal  virus  frequently  infects  the  funda-*^ 
^lent  with  ihankerous  ulcers. 

V  4  0/ 
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Of  the   Uterus,    and  its  Appendages. 

WE  now  proceed  to  tlie  internal  orgalfs  ;  the 
principal  of  which  is  the  uterus,  where 
we  firft  commenced  our  exigence.  The  uterus 
takes  its  beginning  from  the  vagina'^  v/Ith  which  it 
is  conne<5led  by  a  continuation  6f  the  fame  fub- 
ftance  partly,  and  diftinguifhed  from  it  by  its 
mouth,  or  opening  from  the  vagina. 

Its  figure  (in  unpregnant  women)  js  much 
like  an  inverted  flat  flafk,  and  is  lituated  be- 
tween the  urinary  bladder  and  the  inteftinum 
re^lum. 

M  to  its  bignefs,  it  has  a  quality  which  is  the 
moft  aitonifhing  of  any  one  thing  in  nature.  Be- 
fore conception  it  is  naturally  about  three  fingers 
in  length,  two  in  breadth  and  one  in  thicknefs ; 
and  yet  after  conception,  as  it  gradually  extends 
to  fuch  a  magnitude,  as  to  contain  a  full  foetus, 
and  its  furrounding  appendages,  its  teguments  will 
even  encreafe  with  its  bulk ;  {o^  that  when  un- 
impregnated,  it  will  be  about  half  a  finger  thick, 
and  when  dilated  to  fuch  a  great  magnitude,  it 
will  be  near  two  fingers  thick,  and  even  of  a  corn- 
pad  texture  ;  but  what  is'  yet  more  amazing,  is, 
that  after  the  delivery.  In  a  few  days  it  contra<5^s 
nearly,  to  its  natural  fmallnefs.  This  wonderful 
texture  was  abfolutely  requifite  for  fo  great  a  func- 
tion, as  gefiatlon. 

It  is  allowed  to  have  three  tunics  5  the  firft  is  a 
continuation  from  the  peritonaeum,  and  covers 
it  together  with  the  vefica  urinaria:  this  tegu- 
ment cannot  properly  be  faid  to  belong  however, 

to 
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to  the  uterus  itfelf,  fince  it  leaves  that  part  again, 
and  communicates  itfelf  to  the  continuing  part 
of  the  peritonaeum,  which  includes  the  reft  of  the 
bowels.  It  forms  however,  by  appendages  comijt^ 
from  the  uterus,  the  broad  ligaments ;  by  which 
the  uterus  is  properly  fuftained  and  fuppprtedi^ 
its  juft  lituation  :  Thefe  ligaments  contain  tli^ 
ovaria,  tubae  (allopianas  and  other  coirfequent 
yeltels,  which  they  embrace  and  fupport.  The 
lecond  tunic  howeV:er,  is  proper  to  the  uterus  itfelf. 
This  is  very  ftrong,  and  the  fibres  which  are  to 
all  appearance  mufcular  and  tendinous,  jn  the 
unimpregnated  uterus,  are  variouHy  interwoven 
and  difpofed. 

It  is  thefe  fibres,  and  particularly  the  tendinous 
ones,  wiiich  in  my  opinion,  are  only  apparently 
io  in  the  empty  uterus,  ^nd  become  abfolutely 
velTels  in  the  impregnated  flate  5  all  which  are 
fupported  and  ftrengthened  by  the  mufcular  fibres 
with  which  they  are  interwoven. 

The  inner  tunic  is  nervous ;  about  the  fundus 
or  upper  part,  it  is  fmoother  than  at  other  placqs. 
All  about,  it  is  filled  with  fmall  orifices,  qr 
openings  of  blood-velTels,  but  moft  fo  about 
the  neck  ;  and  from  thefe  openings  ooze  out  the 
catamenia  :  but  not  any  thing  for  fealing  up  the 
mouth  of  the  uterus  in  geftation,  as  is  by  fome 
fuppofed,  for  which  there  is  no  manner  of  occa- 
fion. 

The  mouth  of  the  uterus  is  the  porter  to  this 
grand  vifcus  and  organ  of  propagation ;  this 
part  of  the  uterus,  is  more  remarkable  than  any 
other  part,  far  its  contra6^ion  and  diftention. 
Immediately  after  conception,  it  is  fhut  up  quite 
clofe,  and  'even  fo,  as  to  all  appearance  impof- 

fible 
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litIe^lo'yil^te";'I)'ut  notwithftanding  fuch  flricft 
clofure,  it  opens  gradually  towards  delivery, 
becomes  foft,  and  excludes  the  foetus  without 
laceration. 

Towards  the  vagina,  this  ps  uteri  protuberates, 
iiot  much  unlike  the  glans  of  the  penis  ;  and  in. 
coitu,  particularly  at  the  jun6lure  of  ejaculation, 
it  meets  the  gla.hs  fomewhat  opened,  and -with  a 
fu6lion  receives  the  femen  virile,  by  which  it  is 
more  effe^ltially  inje6^ed  into  the  fundus  uteri. 
'.Its  texture  is  of  a  wondrous  network,  of  arte- 
ries, veins,  tendons,  nerves  and  glands  ;  the  vef- 
iels  are  very  fmall  but  numerous  ;  and  moft  part 
within  the  uterus  are  the  glands.     From   the  im- 

"' mediate  contad  in  coitu,  this  part   is  liable  to  be 
the  feat  of  the  gonorrhea,  and  muft  of  courfe  be 

>^  grievous.  To  the  relaxed  ftate  of  this  mouth  of 
the  uterus,  many  ailments  of  imbecility  take 
their  commencement  j  which  ailments  are  feldom 
properly  underitood.     ^-;--— ""'**^'"  - 

On  each  iide  of  the  uterus,  are  the  ovaria  ;  each 
of  thefe  is  a  clufter  of  fmall  glands  enveloped  in 
their  proper  teguments,  and  likewife  wrapt  up  in 
the  broad  Ugament,  or  the  procefsof  the  perito- 
naeum. Thefe  ovaria  may  juftly  be  confidered  as  fe- 
male tefticles  ;  having  fpermatic  veiTels,  coming 
from  the  aorta  and  the  emulgents,  and  the  veins 
returning  back  again  to  the  vena  cava,the  fame  as 
in  men.  They  are  about  half  the  iize  of  the  male 
tefticles,  and  fomewhat  of  an  oval  form.  Their 
iize  varies  according  to  the  flower  of  youth,  and 
condition  of  the  fubje6l ;  being  always  plumpefl 
in  a  woman  mature  for  generation,  and  withered 
away  in  old  age, 

EacU 
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Each  ovarium  has  more  or  lefs,  about  twenty 
glands  refembling  little  eggsj  v/hjch  are  each 
about  the  bignefs  of  a  pea  ;  containing  a  pellucid 
lymph  like  the  white^  of  an  egg  -,  which  when 
boiled^  coagulates,  and  has  in.eyerj  refpe6l  the 
fame  coriiiftence.  This  is  th^  tru6_female.  feed,; 
of  which  we  IbaTl  have  an  cippdrtunity; of  faying 
more  in  another  place.. 

On  eachiide  or  the  fundus  of  the  worab  go  out 
two  tubes,  called  from  their  difcoverer  Tubse 
Fallopianae.  I'hefe  are  continuations  of  the  vefi- 
c'ulous  coat  of  the  uterus,  invcloped  in  the  lig^^- 
mentalata,  near  the  ovaria,  which  they  fome what 
encompafs,and  have  an  Immediate  communication 
with  them,  by  velTels  from  every  egg,  commonly 
called  vafa  deferentia.  Each  of  thefe  tubes  is  a- 
bout' three  inches  long,  fomewhat  curved;  the 
entrance  into  the  womb  very  fmall,  and%ntra61ed, 
fo  as  fcarce  to  admit  a  very  fmall  probe,  grows 
wider  tov/ards  the  end,  even  to  admit  a  little  fin- 
ger, and  then  contrads  again.  At  the  end  It 
fpreads  into  ragged  flaps,  and  which  are  called 
the  morfus  diaboli ;  but  how  it  came  to  be  called 
the  devil's  bit,  the  inventor  of  that  name  can  beft 
account  for.  Fallopius  compared  it  to  the  fpread- 
ing  of  a  trumpet,  and  that  it  refembles  fomewhat 
when  injected,  though  very  raggedly  fo ;  its 
fimbria  refemble  much  the"  indentation  of  the 
pink. 

This  member,  among  all  the  others  ordained 
for  generation,  has  afforded  the  fpeculatlve  mind 
the  moft  employment  ;  but  after  all  the  learned 
and  ingenious  hypothefes  given  us,  we  are,  alas  ! 
flill  in  the  dark.  Yet  it  becomes  us,  as  men,  to 
communicate   to  each  other,   fuch   opinions   as 

ihail 
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Ihall  appear  to  us  moft  reafonable;  at  the  fametime 
however,  it  becomes  us  likewife,  to  do  it  with 
niodefty  and  a  juft  diffidence,  fuitable  to  the 
weaknefs  of  the  foundation  of  our  coaje61ures. 

Ocular  demonftration  proves  to  us,  that  they 
are  conveyers  of  the  female  feed  into  the  uterus ; 
fince  the  teftes  muliebres,  or  ovaria,  have  an  im- 
mediate communication  with  them,  and  they 
^gain  with  the  uterus.  Their  flru6lure  upon 
examination,  and  particularly  on  inje6i:ion,  ap- 
pears of  a  reticular  nature,  and  not  unlike  the 
cavernous  body  of  the  clitoris  and  that  part 
which  furrounds  the  pudendum  :  it  is  therefore 
reafonably  conjedured,  that  they  are  fwelled  up 
and  diftended  in  coitu  :  moreover,  when  a  tube 
iffinjei^led,  it  is  curved,  even  fo,  that  the  morfus 
diaboli  is  obferved  over  the  ovaria.  Now,  may  it 
not  be  reafonably  fuppofed,  that  that  part,  namely, 
the  morfus  diaboli,  grafps  the  ovaria  as  with  a 
hand,  and  thus  fqueezes  the  femen  muliebre, 
through  the  tube  into  the  uterus  at  the  criiis  of 
coition  ?  I  cannot  hold  with  thofe  who  maintain 
that  the  foetus  is  formed  in  the  tubes,  and  remains 
there  fometime  before  it  is  fixed  in  the  uterus  ;  it 
feemsto  me  inconfifient  with  the  nature  of  gel^ati' 
on:  On  the  contrary,  I  am  fully  perfuaded,  that 
immediately  upon  conception, the  intermixture  of 
the  two  feeds,  the  male  and  female,  adheres  to  the 
fundus  of  the  uterus,  and  thus  forms  the  placenta 
and  foetus  in  its  different  gradations.  1  will  not 
deny,  but  that  conception,  and  the  femen  virile 
have  been  found  in  fubje6is,  who  have  died  fud- 
dently  either  in  licknefs,  or  by  the  execution  of 
the  law  :  but  quere,  whether  fuch  a  tranfpolition 
may  not  be  cfFeded  from  the  flrong  convulfions, 

which 


OF    THE    FEMALE    SEX.  4$ 

which  always  precede  more  or  lefs  fudden  deaths 
and  from  which  we  often  find  things  out  of  the 
natural  courfe  ?  this  however,  I  can  affirm,  that  I 
have  had  opportunities  to  obferve  very  young 
tmbryos  adhere  to  the  uterus;  and  till  I  am  con- 
vinced to  the  contrary  by  ocular  demonftration, 
I  fhal I  believe  that  i^  was  formed  there  from  the 
firft  moment  of  conception.  Opportunities  of 
this  nature  fcldom  occur  ;  but  ftill  feldomer  are 
we  allowed,  or  inclined  to  embrace  them. 

From  the  fundus  of  the  uterus,  go  down  the 
two  round  ligaments,  one  on  each  fide.  They 
are  broad  at  the  fundus,  but  loon  become  round 
and  fomewhat  firm;  they  go  down  farrounded  with 
the  peritonaeum  through  the  foramen  of  the  ab- 
dominal mufcle  in  the  groins,  then  fpread  their 
fibres,  and  end  in  the  clitoris  and  its  appendages. 

As  in  men,  the  peritonaeum  fur  round  the  fper- 
matic  vefTels,  and  carries  them  through  the  fora- 
mina of  the  oblique  and  tranfverfe  mufcle  of  the 
abdomen  into  the  fcrotum,  by  which,  they  be- 
come fubjed  to  ruptures  :  fo  in  women,  the  round 
ligaments  taking  the  fame  courfe,  make  them 
liable  to  the  fame  ailment  in  the  groins ;  but  not  fo 
frequently  as  men,  and  are  more  eafily  cured. 

Thefe  ligaments  conlil!  of  mufcular  and  ttn^ 
dinous  fibres,  interwoven  with  arteries  and  veins, 
and  are  univerfally  allowed  to  be  fupportersof  the 
uterus.  But  here  again,  I  mufi  beg  leave  to  make 
fome  obfjsrvations,  which  I  cannot  find  any  au- 
ther  has  done,  or  taken  notice  of ;  and  that  is, 
on  the  manifold  ufes  of  thefe  ligaments ;  not  only 
to  keep  the  uterus  in  its  proper  pofition  at  ail 
tim^s,  but  In  time  of  coition,  conception,  gefta- 
tion  and  parturition. 

la 
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In  time  of  coition  the  uterus  is  a^lually  In  mo- 
tion 5  and  juit  at  the  juncture  of  ejaculation  ;if 
both  parties  coincide)  thefe  ligaments  draw  the 
uterus  downwards  in  order  tp  receive  the  ejedion 
of  the  male  feed  with  more  force.  But  in  partu- 
rition,it  muft  be  obvious  I  think, to  every  judicious 
midwife,that  great  affiftance  towards  the  excluiion 
of  the  foetus  is  given  by  thefe  ligaments  (at  leai^, 
fo  it  appears  to  me,)  If  this  was  properly  taken 
notice  of,  and  the  pains  gently  favoured,  inftead 
of  being  violently  forced,  I  am  perfuaded  it  would 
be  the  faving  of  many  a  woman's  life.  We  have 
a  number  of  profound  learned  pieces  of  mid-r 
wifery  ;  how  to  ufe  a  number  of  very  curious 
inftruments  V  how  to  turn  children,  and  extra6l 
them  by  piece  meals.  But  with  humble  fubinlffion 
to  thefe  very  learned  and  over  wife  men,  it  has 
been  a  bleffings  of  many  womens,  that  they  have 
lived  too  far  diftant,  from  having,  the  affillance  of 
thefe  officious  gentlemen,  and  their  tools  too. 
Many  a  worthy  woman  has  been  malTacred,  fe^ 
cundum  artem,  who  if  it  had  been  their  good 
fortune  to  have  been  poor,  and  of  courfe  muilhave 
depended  upon  kind  nature's  affiftance,  might 
have  been  healthy  mothers  of  a  numerous  off- 
fpring. — Nature  delights  in  eafe  and  limplicity  ; 
and  he  is  the  mofi:  Ikilful,  who  has  learned  to  be 
moit  fubfervient  to  her  ways  ;  he  who  thinks  to 
controK  her  by  art,  deceives  himfelf  and  thofe 
who  depend  on  his  wifdom.  But  enough  of.  this 
at  prefent  :  I  hope  to  clear -this,.up  to  fatisfa6lionj 
in  a  more  pertinent  fubje(ft.  , 

The  ligam^nta  rotunda,:  I  Ipok.uponto  be.  per-. 
ft(5t  mufcles, .and  I  cannot  lee  liow  any  one  can 
doubt  it ;  beiides  the  ufcs  I  have  already  mention- 
ed 
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ed,  I  apprehend,  they  have  a  great  fhare  in  hyfterlc  ft^ 
pailions.    And  from  their  fpreading  themfelves  in;    / 
the  clitoris,  I  am  inclined  to  think,  thatthefe  muf-'/ 
cles,   in  the   furor   uterinus,  are    the  moft  outr  ^ 
rageous  of  all  the  uterine  organs.  ,  ,.  S 

The  uterus  and  all  its  appendages  receive  arte- 
ries and  veins,  partly  from  the  aorta  and  vena 
cava,  about  where  the  fpermatic  vefTels  go  oif ; 
and  partly  from  the  hypogaftrics  and  haemorrhoi- 
dais.  ^ 

Thofe  arteries  which  fpring  from  the  aorta,  go 
partly  to  the  ovaria,  and  from  the  vafa  preparan- 
tia  the  fame  as  in  men,  though  fomewhac  fhorter ; 
ihey  furniili  alfo,  the  tub?e  fallopiana^  with  arte- 
ries, which  are  wound  and  convoluted  in  a  mofl 
wonderful  manner.  And  they  partly  fpread  them- 
felves all  about  the  uterus ;  fend  fome  into  the  liga- 
ment a  rotunda;  others  proceed  to  the  vagina; 
and  fome  few  ramifications  diftribute  themfelves 
all  about  the  pudenda. 

The  branches  from  the  aorta,  which  go  to  the 
ovaria  and  tubae,  are  always  of  the  fame  magni^ 
tude,  and  but  fmall;  but  thofe  which  fpread 
themfelves  in  the  uterus  and  vagina,  are  larger  : 
but  particularly  thofe  in  the  uterus,  increafe  con- 
iicjerably  in  pregnancy,  yet  not  fo  much  as  thofe x 
we  Ihall  mention  prefently :  the  reafon  of  which  I  ^* 
conceive  thus  ;  becaufe  thefe  arteries  are  intended 
for  the  fupport  and  nourilliment  of  the  organs 
themfelves,  whilft  the  other  kind  bring  provifiou 
for  the  produ6lions  of  geftation. 

The  hypogaitric  arteries  however,  fpread  them- 
felves, in  greater  number  about  the  uterus  and  va-      lo- 
gins, accompanied  in  a  bifurcation  with  the  veins,      \ 
i&'hich  io  an  unimpregnated  uterus  lofe  themfebes,  y^ 
.  and    / 
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O  arid  become  to  all  appearance  fibres ;  but  thefe 
arpparent  fibres  become  by  geftation  gradually 
arteries  and  veins,  and  diftend  themfelvcs  both  in 
length  and  width  :  hence  it  is  accounted  for,  why 
the  uterus  will  increafe  both  in  magnitude  and 
thicknefs  of  fubflance,  in  the  ftate  of  pregnancy  : 
and  after  delivery,  by  the  reparation  of  the  pla- 
/  tenta^  th^  mouth  of  thefe  ramifications  difcharge 
Vs  and'  doze  out  th^  lochia,  and  fo  contra(5^  in  their 
(/  natural  fmallnefs  and  become  apparently  fibres 
v._  a^g^in  ;  and  thus  the  uterus  fhrinks  into  its  natural 
fmallnefs. 

With  the  fore-mentioned  arteries  and  veins  are 

varioufly  fcattered  and  interwoven  the  haemorrhoi- 

j        dais,  and  in  a  manner  not  to  he  met  with  any 

U       where  elfe  rn  anatomy,  except  in  the  mefentery  ; 

for  arteries  with  arteries,  and  veins  with  veins, 

]      feem  by  anaftomofes  perfecftly  to  have  a  com- 

\    munication,  though  the  latter  are  confidcrabiy 

/    fmaller  and  fewer  than  the  former. 

To  thefe  two  kinds  of  veffels,  namely  the  hy- 
pogaftrics  and  hsemorfhoidals,  we  have  undoubted 
authority  to  afcribe  the  catamenia  ;  but  which  of 
them  has  the  greateft  fhare,  is  not  yet  determined : 
for  my  part,  lam  inclined  to  think  the  hsemor- 
fhoidals  have ;  but  as  my  opinion  on  this  head 
would  perhaps  lead  me  too  far  out  of  the  road  of 
this  fubje^l,  to  which  it  is  rather  immaterial,  I 
fhall  indulge  myfetf  with  this  argument  at  a  more 
feafonable  opportunity.  Suffice  it,  that  from  thefe 
velTels  chiefly  the  foetus  receives  its  nourifhment, 
from  the  firfl:  moment  of  conception  5  and  from 
thefe,  the  menflrual  difcharges  flow  regularly  in 
unimpregnated  women. 

The  nerves,  which  fpread  themfelves  all  about 
the  parl^  now  fpoken  of,  take  their  rife  for  the 

moil 
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moft  part  from  the  par  vagum,  and  the  cauda 
equina  :  the  par  vagum  Is  very  extenfive  indeed  ; 
and  there  is  perhaps  not  a  part  In  the  bowels,  but 
what  receives  a  branch  from  this  pair  of  nerves ; 
hence  it  is  no  wonder,  that  there  is  fo  great  a 
fympathy  in  the  abdominal  vifcera,  and  particu- 
larly in  the  female  fex.  The  horfe-tail  nerves  were 
named  fo,  doubtlefs,  from  their  numerous  ramifi- 
cations, which  fpring  from  the  os  facrum  ;  and 
hence  we  fee  the  reafon  why  women,  particularly 
in  time  of  pregnancy,  and  in  parturition,  com- 
plain fo  heavily  at  times  of  the  loins. 

From  this  defcription  it  plainly  follows,  that 
the  female  organs  of  generation,  are  not  only  of 
a  more  complicated  conlirudlion,  than  thofe  of 
men  ;  but  alfo  from  their  peculiar  delicacy  and 
entirely  different  ftrui^ure,  are  fubje6i:  to  ailments^ 
which  men,  in  regard  to  the  fenfation  thereof, 
mufi:  confequently  be  totally  flrangers  to. 

This  conlideration,  will  naturaly  infpire  every 
?eafonable  man  with  a  fenfe  of  tendernefs,  and 
compafiion,  for  the  many  weakneiTes,  and  com- 
plaints they  labour  under  ;  at  the  fame  time.  It 
will  excite  in  his  breafl,  an  ardent  defire,  to  aid 
and  prote6l  them,  on  all  occaiions,  as  the  objeds  of 
his  felicity  ;  and  tenderly  preferve  them  as  the 
plantation?  of  mankind. 

Here  I  fhall  end  this  chapter,  and  proceed  to 
that,  where  I  propofe  to  draw  the  outlines  of 
the  molt  f acred  fundion  of  man,,  namely,  the 
propagation  of  his  fpecies. 
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Of  Generation. 

AM  O  N  G  S  T  all  the  innumerable  benefac- 
tions, which  the  great  author  of  our  ex- 
igence has  given  us,  in  order  to  promote  our 
felicity,  that  of  generating  our  fpecies,  is  furely 
the  greateft,  and  is  truly  facred  in  itfeif.  The 
bleffings  fpringing  from  this  fountain  of  happi- 
nefs,  are  not  confined  to  the  purchafe  of  gold, 
to  power,  dominion,  title,  or  honour.  It  brings 
mankind  upon  a  level,  and  Ihews  to  all  in  com- 
mon, the  true  diftin6lIon  betwixt  the  fubftance 
and  the  fhade,  of  what  they  are  in  purfult  of ; 
namely,  to  be  happy,  it  is  the  tender  nurfe  of 
the  celeftial  plants,  love  and  friendfhip  ;  the 
plants  of  all  other  virtues  which  moft  ornament 
the  human  breaft,  and  make  us  happy  ! 

Let  us  feriouily  propofe  thefe  three  queftions 
to  ourfelves :  For  what  end  are  we  born  ?  How 
long  may  we  exped  to  live  ?  And  how  fhall  we 
beft  employ  that  time  to  our  advantage  ?  There 
is  nothing  fo  myfterious  in  thefe  queftions,  but 
what  confcience  (that  divine  monitor)  which  Is  in- 
grafted in  every  man's  heart,  will  be  capable  to 
anfwer,  without  the  aid  of  any  one.  Perhaps  I 
fhall  be  cenfured  by  fome,  for  wandering  from 
my  fubjed  j  be  it  fo  ;  I  fay  In  my  defence,  thofe 
are  flir  more  blameable,  who  defpife,  and  a6t  in 
oppofition  to  thefe  reflexions,  which  are  dilated 
by  nature  to  all  mankind. 

The 
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The  word  generation  is  very  exteniive  in  Itfelf ; 
fince  every  corporeal  being  has  its  exiftence  by 
that  a6l :  And  which  again  one  time  or  other, 
according  to  the  prefcribed  period,  degenerates  ; 
or,  in  other  words,  (which  is  the  fame  theory  in 
fad)  is  created  and  annihilated :  but  not  in  the  fcnfe 
of  fomething  to  nothing,  or  nothing  to  fome- 
thing  ;  but  the  a6l  of  tranfpofing  corpufcles, 
from  one  corporal  being,  into  another  :  For 
whilfl  we  reafon  as  naturallfts,  we  muft  have  a 
fomething  for  our  foundation,  and  give  up  all 
chimerical  nothings,  for  the  benefit  of  iabour-in» 
vain  metaphylics. 

The  generation  of  the  human  fpecles,  the  no^ 
bleft  pf  all,  we  fhall  here  endeavour  to  give  fome 
faint  outlines  of;  to  which  the  principal,  and  the 
firft  of  our  examination,  is  the  male  feed. 

The  femen  virile  is  a  femi-tranfparent,  greyifh 
white,  and  fomewhat  coagulated  liquid  ;  which 
is  by  means  of  the  fpermatic  vefTels,  and  the  tef- 
ticles,  feparated  from  the  blood,  and  from  the 
tefticles  carried  to  the  yeliculse  feminales,  where  it 
is  kept  for  ufe. 

As  men  of  learning  ever  had,  and  ever  will 
have,  fomething  to  diifer  about,  fo  this,  as  a 
principal  obje6^,  could  not  of  courfe  efcape  their 
difputes :  However,  there  was  no  one  dreamt  about 
this  liquid  being  animals,  till  the  ingenious  Mr. 
Leevenhock  gained  the  reputation  of  difcovering 
litde  tadpoles  in  the  feed,  by  the  help  oi  a  mi- 
crofcope  ;  which  notion  was  fo  far  improved  by 
him  and  his  followers,  that  they  gradually  dis- 
covered thefe  animalcula,  to  be  a6^ual  man  in 
inlniature  ;  nay  more  amazing,  they  pretended  to 
dill:inguifh  the  diiferent  fexes  too.  This  puts  me 
E  2  in 
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mind  of  a  little  fable  applicable  to  this,  which  I 
have  met  with  fome where,  and  fliall  beg  leave 
here  to    infert. 

A  fox,  who  w^asa  young  aftronomer,  once  ob- 
ierving  the  moon,  exclaimed  in  an  extafy,  that 
he  adualiy  faw  there  a  fhip  under  full  fail ;  at 
which  the  generallity  of  beafts  fet  up  a  loud  laugh, 
(particularly  the  afs)  at  the  obferver's  expence  ; 
but  an  old  elephant,  renown'd  for  his  fagacity,  who 
ss  foon  as  he  could  be  heard,  adreffed  them  grave- 
ly 5  gentlemen,  faid  he,  you  are  rather  too  hafly 
in  your  cenfure :  I  myfelf  fee  fomething  in  the 
moon,  though  I  know  not  precifely  what  to  make 
of  it ;  but  the  fox's  eyes  are  younger  than  mine, 
confequently  m^ay  fee  keener :  You  had  better 
look  again,  gentlemen,  perhaps  he  isjuft  enough, 
it  may  be  a  Ihiip  for  ought  we  know.  They  took 
the  alarm,  and  all  flared  up  eagerly  at  the  moon  ; 
The  doubts  now  vanifhed,  and  one  faw  the  fhip 
plainer  than  the  other.  At  length  the  mole  came 
forth,  and  giving  a  peep,  declared,  that  he  not 
only  faw  the  Ihip,  mafts,  fails,  and  rigging,  as  plain 
as  at  noon-day,  but  even  faw  diftin6lly  too,  that  the 
man  at  the  helm  had  a  fhort  pipe  in  his  mouth  ;  by 
which  he  was  fure  therefore,  it  mull:  be  a  Dutch- 
man. 

But  to  make  this  notion  more  extravagant,  I 
prefent  the  readers  with  a  true  poetical  defcription 
of  this  fanciful  do6irine,  from  Baker. 

Each  feed  includes  a  plant ;  that  plant  again 
Has  other  feeds,  which  other  plants  contain  : 
Thofc  other  plants  have  all  their  feeds,  and  thofe 
More  plants  again,  fucceilivly  enclofe. 

Thus  every  Tingle  berry,  that  we  find, 
Has  really  in  itfelf  whole  forefts  of  its  kind  ; 

*  Empire 
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Empire  and  wealth,  one  acorn  may  difpenfe. 
By  fleets  to  fall  a  thoufand  ages  hence. 

Each  myrtle  feed  includes  a  thoufand  groves. 
Where  future  bards  may  warble  forth  their  loves. 

So  Adam's  loins,  contained  his  large  pofterity. 
All    people   that   have  been,    and   all  that  e'er 
fhall  be. 

Amazing  thought !  what  mortal  can  conceive. 
Such  wondVous  fmallnefs ! — yet  we  muft  believe, 
What  reafon  tells ;  for  reafon's  piercing  eye, 
Difcerns  thofe  truths  our  fenfes  can't  deny. 

I  will  not  now  detain  the  reader  with  contradic- 
ting thefe  pretty  extravagancies  of  fancy  ;  thofe 
who  are  peculiarly  fond  of  the  marvellous,  havemy 
confent  to  believe  them  :  I  will  therefore  proceed 
immediately  to  the  formation  of  the  feed,  and  its 
peculiar  qualities  ;  and  examine  wherein  it  differs 
from  the  reil  of  the  humours  fecreted  in  the  body. 

The  organs  for  fecreting  the  femen  virile,  has 
been  defcribed  in  the  firft  chapter,  which  fhould 
be  remembered,  in  order  to  form  fome  Idea  of 
their  adion.  Firf^  then,  the  fpermatic  arteries 
receive  the  blood  from  the  aorta,andfrom  the  emul- 
gent  arteries,  and  carry  it  down  to  the  teilicles 
for  fecretion  :  Thefe  veffels  are  narrower  at  the 
places  where  they  go  off,  than  elfewhere  ;  becaufe 
the  blood  Ihould  go  but  flowly  In  them.  When 
they  come  down  to  the  varicofum,  the  fecretion 
begins,  the  fubtiler  parts  of  the  blood  penetrate 
into  the  contorted  windings  of  the  tubul^e  in  the 
tefticles,  whili^  the  grofTer  parts  are  taken  up  by 
the  fpermatic  veins,  and  carried  back  to  the  blood 
again.  Whilft  it  is  In  the  tefticles  it  feems  almofl 
ftagnated,  and  there  it  receives  its  greyifh  hue  : 
E  3  However 
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However  it  creeps  ilowly  from  thence  through 
the  duc^tus  highmorianus,  and  epididimidaSj  where 
it  Is  Itlll  farther  prepared ;  and  when  it  has  gone 
through  the  whole  teflicles,  it  rifes  flowly  in  the 
vafa  deferentia  ;  (which  palTes  partly  through  the 
proftate)  and  at  length  gathers  by  little  and  little^ 
into  the  velicul^  femlnales,  where  it  is  kept  in 
its  mature  flate  for  ufe. 

That  it  receives  fome  farther  conco6lion  towards 
its  perfeiftion,  from  the  prottate,  is  undeniable ; 
in  what  it  conlifts  however,  I  own  myfelf  wholly 
ignorant ;  But  I  believe,  that  all  thefe  organs,  the 
fpermatic  veiTels,  the  tefticles,  the  deferentia,  the 
proftate,  and  the  veficulae  feminales,  contribute 
towards  the  fertility  of  it. 

Of  all  fecretions  in  the  animal  oeconomy ,  there 
are  none  fo  elaborate  as  this  ;  and  we  may  juftly 
add,  none  more  delicate :  But  ftill,  fetting 
slide  all  forced  fancy,  and  copied  notions,  the 
feed  is  nothing  more  than  a  humour,  like  every 
other  fecretion,  gathered  frefh  and  frelli,  as  it 
is  wanted.  As  for  the  notion  of  animalcula, 
I  think  it  highly  abfurd.  I  do  not  deny  the  ex- 
iftence  of  animalcula  in  the  human  body,  far 
from  it ;  for  in  pediculous  apofthumes,  I  have 
leen  that  vermin  follow  the  incifion  lancet  in. 
large  cluflers ;  and  I  make  no  doubt,  but  that 
moll  cutaneous  eruptions,  and  many  other  dif- 
eafes,  abound  in  animalcula  ;  nay,  fome  perhaps, 
conlift  of  nothing  elfe  :  But  for  the  very  fame 
reafon,  I  deny  t|;ieir  exiftence  in  the  feed,  blood, 
and  all  other  animal  fluids,  whilll:  in  a  found 
fiate,  and  in  a  living  fubje^l.  Whofoever  has 
obferved  nature,  will  find,  that  animalcula  take 

their 
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their  exiftence  from  corruption  only ;  that  Is, 
the  one  Is  created,  at  the  annihilation  of  the 
other. 

The  limits  I  have  prefcribed  myfelf  for  this 
fubjed,  will  not  admit  of  a  confutation  of  every 
chimerical  conje^lure  faid  in  favour  of  that  abfurd 
do6lrine  ;  nor  do  I  think  it  needful ;  fince  the  fol- 
lowing will  eafily  prove,  there  is  no  fuch  animal- 
cula  required  for  generation  ;  and  that  animalatioa 
(if  1  may  be  allowed  fuch  a  term)  together  with 
animation  of  the  foetus,  may  be  conceived  in  a 
much  more  eafy  and  more  rational  manner, 
when  put  in  comparifon  with  vegetation. 

It  is  immaterial,  I  apprehend,  how  much  fait, 
how  much  oil,  &c.  the  male  feed  will  yield  by  a 
chymical  analyfis :  Thefe  are  trifling  experi- 
ments ;  and  I  queftion  much,  whether  there  be 
any  diiference  in  this,  or  the  fame  quantity  of 
any  other  lymphatic  fecretion.  But,  our  enqui- 
ries muft  be  of  another  nature ;  for  chymlftry  is 
loft  in  tracing  the  animal  oeconomy,  and  has  been 
the  ignis  fatuus  of  many  a  grave  do6^or,and  too  of- 
ten at  the  expence  of  the  patient.  We  muft  in  the 
firft  place  obferve,  that  when  we  have  an  opportu- 
nity of  examining  the  feed,  it  has  loft  the  power  by 
which  it  ads.  We  have  before  obferved  its  co- 
lour and  fubftance,  but  this  is  no  true  criterion  ; 
for  it  may  have  quite  diiferent  qualities  when  in  - 
je(5led  in  the  uterus ;  (viz.  )  be  quite  tranfparent, 
and  of  a  very  volatile  liquidity ;  add  to  this,  a 
fubtile  animal  and  nervous  fpirit,  by  the  intef- 
tine  motion  of  which,  in  conjunction  with  the 
female  feed,  it  ftrlkes  root  in  the  uterus ;  and 
from  that  moment  begins  to  fprout  out,  grows, 
and  gathers  its  nutriment  from  the  uterus,  (form- 
E  4  ed 
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ed  for-  that  func^llon)  till  its  periodical  maturity ^ 
and  then  drops  off;  This  animalation  may  per- 
haps be  fomewhat  limilar  to  the  vegetation  per- 
formed by  inoculation  oif  plants. 

Fluids  appear,  and  are  in  hd[^  quite  different, 
from  what  they  are  when  out  of  the  animal,  in 
circulation ;  for  in  the  latter  cafe,  they  may  with 
the  greateft  propriety  be  deemed  adually  alive, 
and  have  poiitively,  (  in  my  opinion)  a  Ihare  of 
fenfation  :  This  is  not  at  all  fuprliing,  when  we 
duly  coniider  the  near  relation  between  folids  and 
fluids,  in  the  animal  ceconomy  :  And  who  will 
deny  that  life  itfelf  Is  Included  in  the  blood  ?  that 
is  to  fay,  that  the  adion  or  ffagnatlon  of  one, 
is  the  a6iion  or  ffagnation  of  the  other. 

The  axungia,  fat,  blood,  feed,  and  other  hu- 
mours, are  a(?i:ually  liquified  in  the  body  ;  nay 
even  perfe6lly  tranfparent  too  5  but  the  moment 
they  take  air,  they  alter,  and  die,  before  the  wifefl: 
of  us  can  make  any  thing  of  them*  There  will 
indeed  appear  filaments  from  the  quick  coagula- 
tion ;  and  thefe  may  appear  as  much  like  tadpoles 
or  any  other  firange  animal,  as  the  fpots  in  the 
moon  may  appear  like  a  fhip  :  But  if  they  needs 
mufi:  be  alive  5  then,  a  day  or  two  in  the  fummer 
feafon,  and  open  air,  keeping  them  liquified,  will 
make  diverfion  for  the  eyes,  and  the  nofe  too  - 
and  we  fliall  then  be  convinced,  that  each  liate  of 
putrefadlon  will  have  its  peculiar  fpecies  of  ani- 
mal cula,  or  even  animals. 

The  feed  differs  much  In  different  habits  -,  and 
even  varies  greatly  in  one  and  the  fame  fubje6l, 
according  to  the  flate  the  body  is  in.  Agreeable 
to  the  natural  courfe.  It  is  plentlfullefl  after  the 
commencement  of  puberty,  moft  vigorous    at 
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thirty,  and  leaft  and  weakeft  in  old  age  :  but  there 
are  circumflances,  whereby  this  may  Idc  q^ulte 
otherwife. 

In  the  general  run  of  nature,  vigour  in  gene- 
ration, is  the  furefi:  mark  of  health ;  and  when 
the  body  is  out  of  forts,  the  organs  of  generation 
fail  for  the  mofl  part  the  firil  of  any  ;  yet  in  this 
there  arefome  exceptions,  though  but  few. 

There  is  nothing  will  enfeeble  a  man  fo  much  as 
an  obftinate  gleet  5  and  the  younger  the  patient  is, 
the  more  there  is  to  be  feared,  and  the  more  dif- 
ficult to  be  cured  ;  becaufe,  too,  often  there  is  a 
latent  vice  at  the  bottom,  which  nature  has  taught 
all  men  to  be  afhamed  of,  and  therefore  not  only 
with  [he  greatefl:  reluctance  confeffed,  but  even 
tht-n,  too  much  fecretly  pradifed,  at  the  expence 
both  of  peace  of  mind  and  of  health.  But  of  this, 
more  at  another  time.  In  this  Hate  the  feed  is 
thin,  and  of  a  blullh  caft  ;  becaufe  it  is  fecreted 
in  too  great  plenty,  and  wants  concodion  to  give 
it  confii^ence  and  vigour. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  firft  fymptom  of  a  vi- 
rulent gonorrhoea,  the  patient  is  greatly  ftimulated 
to  venery,  and  will  fometimes  have  no6turnal 
emiffions,  even  profufely  fo  ;  in  that  flate  the 
feed  will  have  a  remarkably  yellow  hue,  even  fo 
as  to  ftain  the  linen ;  If  he  is  plagued  with  a 
chordee,  this  is  generally  oftener  repeated  than  he 
likes  it  fhould  ;  which  adds  not  a  little  to  his  pain, 
and  will  often  make  him  take  particular  notice  of 
the  heat  it  occalions  :  This  feed  diifers  greatly  from 
the  former  ,  becaufe  the  firfl  proceeds  from  weak- 
nefs,  while  this  is  from  an  acrid  ftimulus  ;  and  I 
hold  them  b  th  impotent ;  the  firft  from  want  of 
proper  concodion,  and  the  lafl  from  the  fire  and 

the 
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the  virus  that  muft  be  contained  In  It ;  though  it 
fhould  proceed  from  no  other  effeds,  than  by  the 
virus  it  muft  have  walhed  away  from  the  urethra 
whilft  it  was  eje<5led.  We  have,  howe\^er,  in- 
jftances  of  conceptions  in  both  thefe  blemlihes ; 
the  refult  however  is  too  obvious. 

Thebeftfemen,  and  from  which  we  may  ex- 
pe6t  a  good  healthy  offspring,  (If  planted  In  good 
ground)  is  that  which  is  at  leaft  twenty-four  hours 
in  colle(5ling  in  a  found  man  ;  who  has  not  abufed 
his  conftitution  in  repeated  debaucheries  of  any 
kind,  and  which  muft  be  ejaculated  with  fer- 
vency, love  and  pleafure. 

The  female  feed  differs  fomething  from  that  of 
the  male  ;  and  that  particularly  which  we  properly 
diftingulfh  by  the  name  of  feed,  is  lefs  in  pro- 
portion than  that  of  the  male.  Namely  the  feed 
oozed  out  from  the  ovaria,  through  the  tubae  fal- 
lopianae  Into  the  uterus.  This  is  of  a  clear  tranf- 
parent  lymphatic  confiftence,  much  like  the  white 
of  an  egg,  and  will,  when  put  near  the  fire,  or 
boiled,  coagulate  In  the  fame  manner.  This  ex- 
amination has  led  phllofophers  aftray  ;  for  from 
thence  they  have  concluded,  that  the  ovaria,  lince 
they  refembled  eggs,  muft  be  adual  eggs ;  and 
muft  be  Impregnated  the  fame  as  in  the  oviparous 
kind.  But  the  grand  difficulty  is,  how  thefe 
eggs  fhould  come  into  the  tub?e  fallopianae  5  fince 
from  the  whole  clufter  we  find  but  fmall  tubula?,^ 
which  go  from  every  egg  to  the  tube. 

However  there  is  one  obfervation,  I  think  will 
clear  this  up  without  much  difficulty  ;  and  that  is, 
in  old  women,  who  have  had  many  children,  we 
find  thefe  eggs,  equally  as  numerous  as  in  young 
women,   who  have  had  no  children  at  all  5  with 

this 
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this  difference  only,  that  in  the  former  they  are 
withered  away,  and  in  the  latter  they  are  plump. 
It  is  true  they  refemble  eggs,  but  then  thefe  eggs 
are  a(?l:ually  glands,  and  are  fattened  between  two 
ttrings,  by  which  they  are  incapable  to  move  either 
forwards  or  backwards :  For  one  way  they  arefaf- 
tened  to  the  fpermatic  veffelSjfrom  whence  they  re- 
ceive, or  fecrete  their  contents ;  and  the  other  way, 
they  are  fattened  to  the  deferentia,  or  fmall  veffels, 
which  open  themfelves  exceedingly  narrow  in  the 
fallopian  tube  :  Add  to  this,  they  adhere  to  the  te- 
gument which  contains  them ;  fo  that  without 
breaking  and  laceration,  they  could  not  be  fepa- 
rated  ;  and  then,  how  are  they  to  come  into  the 
tube  where  there  is  no  opening  for  them  ? 

Nature  deals  neither  in  mifchief  nor  witch- 
craft ;  and  all  thefe  things  could  not  be  effe<5led 
without  either  the  one  or  the  other :  We  ihall 
therefore  conceive  the  ad  of  conception  in  an 
eafier  way,  which  I  hope  will  appear  more  com- 
patible with  reafon,  and  clearer  to  the  under- 
ilanding. 

We  now  come  to  the  grand  ai5^  of  nature,  co- 
ition ;  that  fundion,  in  which  nature  has  levelled 
the  whole  animal  creation,  in  rendering  the  pro- 
pagating of  their  fpecies  pleattng  ;  however  with 
this  difference,  that  to  all,  except  man,  ihe  has 
prefcribed  periods  of  delire  ;  but  man,  as  a  rati- 
onal being,  fhe  has  left  at  full  liberty  to  exercife 
thefe  blifsful  moments  with  difcretion. 

As  long  as  that  liberty  is  not  wilfully  abufed, 
fo  long  is  it  agreeable  to  the  laws  of  God  and 
man  ;  but  the  moment  it  is  perverted  into  de- 
bauchery, the  abufer  finks  beneath  the  kvcl  of 
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a  brute  ;  and  remorfe,  difeafe,  and  felf  contempt, 
become  the  fruits  of  his  labour. 

Love  is  engrafted  by  nature  in  the  human 
breaft,  the  mother  plant  of  every  other  virtue, 
by  which  we  are  rendered  plealing  to  God,  hap- 
py in  ourfelves,  and  ufeful  members  to  fociety. 
It  is  by  this  celeflial  fire  the  fexes  beget  an  ardent 
delire  to  give  and  receive  fomething  elTentially 
pleafing ;  which  creates  in  them  an  idea  of  feli- 
city, not  to  be  defcribed,  nor  to  be  compared, 
to  any  thing,  except  to  heaven  itfelf.  If  the  love 
is  pure,  the  blifs  is  the  greatefl  man  can  wifh  for  : 
But  beware,  O  youth,  beware  !  let  this  noble  paili- 
on  be  guided  by  reafon,  left  it  Ihould  hurry  thee 
headlong  intoluft  ;  for,  if  that  be  thy  misfortune, 
farewel  to  love,  and  every  other  focial  virtue ; 
thou  art  ruined  for  ever  ! 

Sacred  inftin(?l:,  firft  kindles  this  aethereal  fire  : 
And  when  that  pair  meet,  whofe  inclinations 
come  in  unifon,  they  proclaim  to  each  other,  with 
palpitating  endearments,  that  there  is  a  fecret 
anxiety  for  becoming  united  into  one.  If 
this  is  not  repugnant  to  the  laws  of  chaflity,  and 
agreeable  to  the  laws  cf  nations,  there  now  re- 
mains nothing  but  the  embrace  to  complete  their 
felicity,  agreeable  to  the  dilates  of  inflincfl-. 

If  this  is  concluded  and  the  period  arrives,  na- 
ture then  prepares ;  and  the  ideas  center  in  this 
a£t  only  :  the  blood  increafes  in  velocity  ;  and 
like  the  attrac^tive  pov/er  of  magnetifm,  they  ce- 
ment as  they  approach  in  contadl. 

The  members  of  generation,  by  the  influx  of 
the  animal  fpirit,  are  eager  to  unite  :  The  erec- 
tores  penis  contrad  themfelves,  and  draw  the 
penis  nearer  the  os  pubis,  and  thofe  with  the 

tranfverfales. 
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tranfverfales,  and  the  accelerator,  help  to  com- 
prefs  the  vena  iplius  penis,  whereby  the  blood  Is 
hindered  a  reflux,  and  thus  is  forced  into  the  cor- 
pus cavernofum  urethrae,  and  corpora  cavernofa 
penis ;  whereby  the  member  becomes  ere(^. 

In  the  fame  manner  (if  there  is  no  intimida- 
tion) the  mufculi  ered^ores  clitoridis,  contrail  the 
vena  iplius  clitoridis,  whereby  the  blood  is  forced 
into  the  cavernolities  of  that,  and  the  crura,  all 
round  the  pudendum  ;  whereby  the  parts  agree- 
ably fwell,  and  acquire  a  florid  colour ;  the  muf- 
cular  part  of  the  crura  round  the  vagina^  and 
the  alae,  become  in  an  obfcure  alternate  mo- 
tion, which  is  communicated  to  the  vagina  ^ 
whereby  the  lacunar  glands  are  fqueezed,  and 
lubricate  with  a  foft  nxucous  humour  the  whole 
pudendum.  j^^m 

When  the  glans  reaches  the  Entrance  of  the 
vagina,  the  carunculae  my rty formes  gently  gly6 
way  ;  and  by  the  mucus  prefled  from  the  lacutlae, 
the  penis  becomes  lubricated,  by  which,  for  the 
moft  part,  it  foon  gains  its  way.  The  fenfe  of 
this  is  exquifite,  and  fets  as  it  were  the  whole 
mufcular  fabric  in  agitation,  almoft  involuntarily. 
The  fartorius,  pedlineus,  vaftus  externus,  vaftus 
internus,  redus  femoris,  the  redus  and  obliquis 
abdominis,  &c.  a61  in  confort,  and  in  oppolitlon 
with,  and  to  the  latiffimus  dorli,  glut^sus,  biceps 
femoris,  gaftrocnemius,  &c.  in  order  to  agitate 
the  penis  to  frid^ion.  This  is  greatly  ailifted  on 
the  woman's  lide,  by  obfcufe  motions  of  the  fame 
nature  :  But  in  particular,  it  is  heightened  by  the 
vagina,  the  z\x,  and  whole  pudendum ;  the  labia 
being  fvvelled  up,  foftly  compreiTes  the  penis,  as 
do  alfo  the  alae  j  but  in  particular  the  vagina,  be- 
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ing  titillated  by  the  fridion,  contrails  and  dilates 
agreeably,  by  which  the  pleafure  greatly  encreafes 
to  both  parties.  In  the  mean  time  the  clitoris 
partakes  not  a  little  of  this  plealing  fenfation  ; 
communicates  the  tickling  to  the  rotunda,  which 
by  the  alternate  motion  fets  the  uterus,  the  fallo- 
pian tubes,  and  the  ovaria  alfo  in  a<^ion.  The 
whole  together  with  the  abdominal  mufcles  feem 
to  be  in  a  conftridlion  :  The  fallopian  tubes  are  (as 
we  may  fay)ere»5l  or  diftended  with  blood,  and  are 
bent  in  a  curve,  fo  that  the  morfus  diaboli  are  as 
it  were,  grafping  the  ovaria. 

The  adion  now  begins  its  crifis ;  the  penis 
fwells  fomewhat  fuddeniy,  and  the  vibrating  mo- 
tions become  quick,  ftrong,  and  almoft  fpafmo-. 
die  ;  this  encreafes  the  fen  fat  ions  of  the  female 
organs ;  both  move  together  with  rapture,  the 
parties  link  into  extafy,  and  the  ejaculation  takes 
place.  The  mufcles  of  the  penis,  the  fphinder 
urinaria,  the  fphind^er  ani,  and  particularly  the 
veficute  feminales,  receive  a  fudden  fpafmodic 
contraftion ;  and  which  is  partly  communicated 
to  all  the  forernentioned  mufcles :  by  this  con- 
ilrI<?i:ion  the  feed  is  inje^ed  with  conliderable  ve- 
locity into  the  uterus,  where  it  is  received  with 
a  kind  of  fusion,  which  adds  not  a  little  to 
this  force. 

In  the  moment  of  ejaculation  the  uterus  is 
drawn  ftrongly  downwards  by  the  ligamenta  ro- 
tunda, the  mouth  of  the  uterus  opens,  whilft  the 
vagina  conlki6ls;  the  morfus  diaboli  fqueezc 
forcibly  the  ovaria,  which  by  their  fmall  vafa 
yield  the  female  feed  into  the  tubes,  from  whence 
it  is  fomewhat  forcibly  injected  along  with^  apdi 


Of    generation.  6^ 

to  the  male  feed  In  the  uterus ;  and  thus  inftan^ 
taneouily  cohere  as  a  conception. 

When    this  moment  of  extafy  is  ended,  the 
parties  wake  up  as  from  a  trance,  and  feem  to 
be  fmothered  in  blifs.     The  mufcles  now  llacken, 
the  veins  which  juft  before  were  diftended,  with 
rarified   blood,   contract  5    the   membrum  virile 
becomes  flaccid,  the  fcrotum  contracts  itfelf,  and 
the  whole  body  feels  a  fenfation  of  laflitude,  ac- 
companied with  a  fatiety,   perhaps,  not  unlike 
that  we  feel  after  a  good  dinner,  when  the  fineft 
fauce  has  loft  for  a  while  its  favour.     The  female 
after  fuch  a    fuccefsful  coition,  (where  a  con- 
ception  is  the   refult)    generally  feels  a  gentle 
chill,  and  that    from    the    fame    co^ifequences, 
though   in  many   refpefls,^  in    a  more  forcible 
manner. 

I  fhall  finally  proceed  to  the  different  periods 
prefcribed  for  man  by  nature,  for  his  entering 
into  the  world :  The  lines  of  this,  the  readei^ 
muft  expe6^  to  be  but  very  faint  indeed  -,  yet  l 
hope  fatisfaftory,  confidering  the  fpace  I  have 
limited  for  it. 

We  will  then  in  the  firft  place  fuppofe,  that 
the  female  has  conceived.  Here  begins  the  firft 
rudiments  of  man. 

I  have  fomewhere  before  given  my  opinion  in 
that  myfterious  fundlion  of  nature,  but  muft  • 
here  add ;  that  the  colateral  ofticula  of  the  hy- 
pogaftrlcs  and  hoemorhoidals,  probably  are  the 
channels  in  which  the  femen  virile,  envelloped 
with  the  femen  muliebre,  ftrikes  root :  And  this 
I  fhall  take  for  granted  ;  for  as  to  its  entering  the 
tubas  fallopianae,  I  think  it  as  abfurd  as  the  ani- 
malcula.    Admit  then,  that  this  is  the  cafe,  (for 
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reafon  will  not  didate  to  me  any  other j)  we  wlli 
then  conceive,  that  the  femen  mafculinum,  Is  by  a 
momentary  pullive  tranfportation  removed  froni 
the  velicul3e  feminales,  whilft  yet  animated  by  its 
own  peculiar  inteftlne  motion,  into  the  uterus, 
and  inftantaneoufly  received  by  the  above  oftn 
cula ;  and  from  that  moment  commences  its  anof- 
tomafation  with  thefe  vefTels ;  and  receives  by 
them  a  corijun(?i:ion  of  circulation  with  thd  whole 
animal  ceconomy. 

Now  plaftic  nature  begins  to  moilld  \  iiril  by 
tender  fibres  to  form  the  chorion  which  furroufids 
the  whole  j  and  from  the  root  or  placenta,  fprouts 
out  the  young  zoophyte ;  firft,  the  umbilical  fu- 
niculus ;  the  little  fomething  at  the  end,  gradu- 
ally becomes  the  brains,  the  medulla  oblongata  5 
and  next  the  vifcera,  very  obfcurely.  The  whole 
for  the  iit-ft  month,  is  hot  perhaps  of  two  drachms 
weight.  Hence  we  may  learn,  that  very  pro- 
bably, the  firft  drop  of  the  fetnen  in  ejaculation^ 
is  fufficient. 

The  inoculated  animal  bud,  farther  continues 
its  animalationj  the  eyes,  the.  mouth,  and  nof- 
trils,  make  their  appearance,  and  the  whole  body 
(not  near  fo  big  as  the  head)  begins  to  form, 
and  Ihew  the  difference  of  the  fex  ;  at  length 
the  arms  and  legs,  fprout  out  of  the  trunk  like 
little  branches,  and  gradually  the  little  zoophyte 
becomes  animated. 

This  is  the  firft  period  of  exigence  ;  from  the 
moment  of  conception,  till  fome  time  betweeri 
the  third  and  fourth  month  j  and  till  it  is  anima- 
ted it  is  called  an  embryo.  In  this  time  the  wo- 
man ,is  altered  ftrangely,  and  feels  herfelf  a  dif- 
ferent kind  of  being  -,  ihe  has  no  menfes,  fhe  is 
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frequently  troubled  with  naj-ifea,  efpecialJy  in  the 
morning;  and  her  ideas  become  more  than  ordi- 
narily fanciful  and  remarkably  timorous.  It  Is 
then  fhe  is  the  touchftojie  of  afle(5^ion,  and  the  ob- 
je6l  of  care,  of  her  guardian  friend  and  protcdor. 

From  this  time  the  foetus  difcovers  life  5  and 
this  Is 'called  quickning.  The  foetus  has  nosv 
actually  commenced  a  circulation,  its  little  heart 
is  put  in  motion,  and  there  is  a  rotation  of  its 
own  animal  fluids  ;  it  grows  a-pace,  not  only  In 
bulkj  but  alfo  in  due  proportion  :  Towards  the 
feventh  month  it  gets  nails  and  hair  ;  grows  re- 
markably lively  ;  at  length  becomes  refljefs  3  and 
feems  difcontented  with  its  confinement. 

This  is  the  fecond  flate  ;  and  our  human  plant 
IS  now  animated  with  a  foul,  or  life.  The  mother^ 
now  feels  fo  mew  hat  more  lively  5  flie  thrives  icn- 
libly  ;  and  her  appearance,  commands,  not 
only  the  innate  love  and  efleem  of  her  protect  Ing 
friend,  but  ajfo  the  refpetS  and  aid^  of  all  who 
behold  her.  In  the  eighth,  and  towards  the  ninth 
month,  fhe  becomes  at  times  anxiouSj  and  her 
dear  pledge  of  love,  becomes  gradually  a  burden. 
At  length  nature  proclaims  to  her  to  prepare  for 
a  change  in  her  iituation.  The  foetus  fmks  gra- 
dually lower  in  the  pelvis  5  the  pudendum  be- 
comes fomewhat  gently  tumefied ;  the  os  inter- 
num gradually  opens.,  and  becomes  fenfibly  fofc 
and  lubricated  ;  the  vagina  becomes  more  than 
ordinarily  mucilated. 

The  organs  then  make  preparation  for  an  ex- 
clufion,  and  at  length  the  critical  moment  arrives, 
to  the  relief  of  the  little  flranger,  and  its  happy- 
mother.  1  he  groins,  the  loins,  and  the  os  uteri, 
have  internrdtting  fenfations  of  pain  -,  but  in  a 
manner,  fo  as  to  fummon  all  the  mufcular  fabric 
F  to 
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to  tlieir  aid.  The  pains  increafe  and  be- 
come quicker ;  the  os  facrum,  coxygis,  and 
pubis,  greatly  partake  of  the  pain  with  each 
other;  the  ligamenta rotunda  contrail  together, 
with  the  uterus  ;  the  throws  increafe ;  the  chorion 
and  amnia  break ;  and  now  the  ftranger  works 
for  his  liberty,  with  the  ftrongeft  part  about  hlm^ 
his  head.  At  length  a  ftrong  effort  excludes  him, 
and  gives  his  mother  fuch  a  moment  of  happi- 
nefs,  in  the  delivery,  which  can  only  be  judged 
by  thofe,  who  have  felt  the  preceding  excrucia- 
ting pain. 

Thus  we  are  launched  into  life  5  the  garden 
of  good  and  evil,  wifdom  and  folly,  virtue  and 
vice,  happinefs  and  mifery.  And  juft,  when  we 
begin  to  learn  in  the  fchool  of  experience,  the 
true  eftimate  of  human  life,,  alas  1  we  link  into 
the  grave. 
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EXPLANATION  of  TAB.  I. 


Fig.  I. 

THIS  figure  reprefents  a 
front  view  of  the  male  uri- 
nary and  genital  parts;  where 
each  part  is  (as  much  as  may 
be)  preferved  in  its  proper 
fituation. 

A.  The  defcending  trunk 
of  the  aorta,  or  great  artefy. 

B.The  divifion  of  this 
trunk,  where  it  fends  branches 
to  the  under  extremities. 
.  G.'  The  two  kidnies  ;  the 
right  being  fomewhat  lower 
than  the  left. 

D.  Theafcending  trunk  of 
the  vena  cava,  or  great  vein. 

E.  The  emulgent  veins  and 
arterie?. 

F.  The  fpermatic  arteries 
and  veins ;  which  take  their 
rife  from  the  aorta,  the  vena 
cava,  and  emulgent  veiTels; 
and  defcend,  interwoven  with 
each  other,  into  the  tellicles. 

G.  The  ureters,  defcending 
from ,  the  kidnies  into  the 
bladder. 

H.  The  vafa  deferentia ; 
which  carry  the  feed  from  the 
tefticles  tq  the  veliculae  femi- 
nales. 

I.  The  tefticles. 

K.  The  bladder  of  urine. 

L.  The  neck  of  the  bladder; 
which  conftitutes  the  fphinc- 
ter :  by  means  of  which  the 
urine  is  retained. 

M.  The  elevating  mufcle 
of  the  penis. 

N.  O,  The  mufculi  erec- 
tores  penis ;  which  contribute 
alfo  to  the  ereftion.- 

P.  The  penis. 

Q^  The  g.lans. 

R.  The  inguinal  glands. 

S.  Part  of  the  intellinum 


Fig.  II. 

A  diffeftion  of  a  kidney. 

A.  The  body  of  the  glan- 
dulous  fubrtance  of  the  kidney, 

B.  The  emulgent  artery, 

C.  The  emulgent  vein. 

D.  The  bafon,  which  by 
the  various  du£ls  attracts  the 
urine  from  the  kidney,  as  it 
is  fecreted; 

E.  The  ureter;  which  car- 
ries the  urine  to  the  bladder. 

Fig.  III. 
The  fcrotum  and  thie  tef- 
ticles.       A.  The  tefticles. 

B.  The  fpermatic  veffels, 
and  vafa  deferentia. 

C.  The  peritonaeum. 

D.  The  fcrotum. 

E.  The  feptum  which  di- 
vides the  fcrotum. 

Fig.  IV. 
The  tefticle,  divelied  of  its 
tegument; 

A.  The  glandulous  fub- 
ftance  of  the  tefticle. 

B.  The  albuginea; 

C.  The  fpermatic  vefTels, 

D.  The  vas  deferens. 

FiG.V. 
A   tei^icle  partly  injedled 
with  quicklilver. 

A.  The  body  of  the  tefticle 
with  the  albuginea. 

B.  The  glandulous  part, 
divefted  of  the  albuginea. 

C.The  albuginea  feparated^ 

D.  The  fpermatic  veiTels 
inclofed  in  a  celular  fubftance. 

E.  The  vas  deferens. 

F.  The  celular  fubftance 
between  the  vas  deferens  and 
fpermatic  veftels. 

G;  The  epididymis. 
H.  The  globus  major. 
I.  The  globus  minor. 
k.    The    feparation   fron^ 
the  peritoneum. 
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Fig.  I. 
THIS  figure  reprefents  the 
membrum  virile  in  its  natural 
poiiQon,  viewed  fide-ways, 
in  order  to  exhibit  the  curve 
of  the  urethra,  as  well  when 
the  member  is  ereft,  as  when 
it  is  flaccid. 

A.  The  bladder. 

B.  Part  of  the  intellinum 
reftum, 

C.  The  anus. 

D.  The  neck  of  the  blad- 
der. 

E.  The  urethra  ;  this  part 
from  O  to  C  is  called  the  pe- 
rin:Eum. 

F.  The  conjundion  of  the 
OS  pubis. 

G.  The  connexion  of  the 
eredcres,   &c. 

H.  The  pubis. 

L.  The  abdomen. 

M.  The  penis  v.hen  ereft. 

N.  The  glans. 

O.  The  pen's  vvhen  flaccid. 

P.  The  fcrotum. 

O^,  The  teilicle. 

R.  The  fperrnatic  veffels. 

S.  The  vas  deferens. 

T.  The  ureter. 

U.  Thti  fern  in  al  vefick. 

Fig.  II. 

Reprefendng  that  part  of 
the  urethra  v/hich  is  next  to 
the  reftum. 

A.  A  portion  of  the  blad- 
der. 

B.  The  ureters. 

C.  The  vafa  deferentia. 

D.  The  velicula^  feminales. 

E.  The  projlate  gland. 
•F  Part  of  the  urethra. 
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G.  The  blood  veffels  of 
the  vehculsE  feminales. 

H.   The  mucous  glands. 

I.  Two  fmall  glands  near 
the  proftate. 

K.  The  accelerator;  divid- 
ed in  the  middle  feam,  and 
expanded. 

L.  The  bulb  of  the  caver- 
nous body  of  the  urethra,  in- 
flated, and  diveficd  of  the  ac- 
celerator mufcle. 

M.  The  third  pair  of  muf- 
cles  of  the  penis. 

N.  The  mufculi  ereftore? 
penis. 

Fig.  III. 

The  cavernous  body  of  the 
urethra,  with  the  glans ; 
and  flit  open,  fo  as  to  fee 
part  of  the  infide. 

A.  The  cavernous  body. 

B.  The  urethra, 

D.  The  cavity  formed  in 
the  corpus  cavernofum  glan- 
dis  penis ;  in  which  the  ex- 
tremities of  the  corpora  ca- 
vernofa  penis  are  received. 

D.  The  upper  part  of  the 
glans. 

E.  The  glans. 

F.  The  fraenum. 

Fig.  IV.    . 
Shews  the  fituation  of  the  in- 
guinal   glands,     and    the 
neighbouring  parts. 

A.  The  inguinal  glands. 

B.  The  tefticle. 

C.  The  fartorius. 

D.  The  redus  femoris. 

E.  The  triceps. 
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EXPLANATION  of  TAB.  IIL 


Fig.  I. 

A  front  view  of  a  human  pe- 
nis, prepared  fo  as  to  ex- 
hibit it  in  the  flate  of  erec- 
tion. 

A.  Part  of  the  fphinderani. 

B.  The  tranverfalis  fpread 
out. 

C.  The  arteries  of  the  penis. 

D.  The  mufculieredores. 
Thefe  mufcles  are  fpread,  in 
order  to  exhibit  them  more 
diftinaiy. 

E.  The  vena  penis. 

F.  The  corpora  cavernofa. 

G.  The  Ik  in  feparated 
from  the  penis. 

g.  The  lymphatic  veflels, 
H.  The  nerves  of  the  penis. 
I.  That  part  of  the  fkin 
which  compofes  the  prepuce. 
Fig.  II. 

A.  Part  of  the  penis. 

B.  The  duplicature. 

C.  The  glans  or  balanus. 

D.  The  crown. 

Fig.  IIL 
A  view  of  the  under  part  of 
the  penis,  prepared  as  be- 
ore. 

A.  Partof  thefphinfterani. 

B.  The  mufculi  tranfver- 
fales  penis. 

C.  The  eredores. 

D.  The  corpora  cavernofa 
penis.  E.  The  corpus  ca- 
vernofum  urethra. 

F.  The  fraenum. 

G.  The  balanus. 
H.  The  arteries.   ' 
I.  The  nerves. 

K.  The  bulb,  covered  with 
the  mufculus  accelerator. 

Fig. IV. 
The  fore  part  of  the  urethra 
laid  open;  to  ihev/  the  ori- 
iices  of  the  excretory  du^s 


of  the  mucous  glands,  the 
openings  of  the  ureters, 
from  the  veliculse  femi- 
nales. 

A.  Part  of  the  bladder. 

B.  The  openings  from  the 
ureters. 

C.  The  caruncle,  or  caput 
gallinaginis;  with  the  mouth 
of  the  excretory  duds  of  the 
pro  ft  ate. 

D.  The  openings  of  the 
mucous  glands. 

E.  Parts  of  the  feed  velTels. 

F.  The  vafa  deferentia. 

G.  The  raucous  glands. 
H.  The  bulb  of  the  caver- 
nous body  of  the  ureihra. 

Fig.  V. 

The  veiiculse  leminales,   and 

vafa  deferentia  inflated. 

A.  The  inward  cavities  of 
the  veiicles. 

B.  The  external  form. 

C.  The  vas  deferens  left 
whole. 

D.  The  common  orifice 
entering  the  caput  gallina- 
ginis. 

E.  The  vas  deferens  cut 
thro'.    ^    Fig.  VI. 

A  longitudinal  diiTeftion  of 
the  penis,  in  order  to  (hew 
the  internal  part  of  the  ca- 
vernous body  and  the  fep- 
tum. 
A.  The  corpora  cavernofa 

penis.     B.  The  feptum. 

C,  The  capfula,  or  memhrane. 

D,  The  corpus  cavernofum  glaa- 
dis  penis,         Fjg.  YII. 

A  tranfi'erfe  feftion  of  the  penis. 

A.  The  tronk  of  the  vena  penis. 

B.  The  urethra,  and  its  corpus 
cavernofum. 

C.  The  corpora  cavernofa  penis. 
1).  The  tsfunk  of  the  arteries, 

E,  The  tegument  of  the  corpus, 
F.Thecapluk,  oj-cammoutegumeati 


EXPLANATION  of  TAB.  IV. 


Fig.  I. 
REPRESENTS  the  genital 
parts  peculiar  to  the  iemale 
lex,  on  a  lide  view. 

A.  The  bladder. 

B.  The  vagina. 

C.  The  uterus. 

D.  Prat  of  the  fallopian 
ill  be. 

E.  Partof  die  reftum. 

F.  Mons  veneris. 

K.  G.  N.  Pudendum  mu- 
liebre. 

K.  N.  The  rima  magna. 

G.  The  labia. 

H.  The  Nympha^. 

I.  The  clitoris. 

K.  The  pr::£puce  of  the 
clitoris. 

L.  The  meatus  iirinarius. 

M.  The  orifice  of  the  va- 
gina. N.  The  perineum; 
the  Ipace  between  the  puden- 
dum and  the  anus. 

O,  The  anus. 

P.  The  ureters. 

R.  The  caruncul;^  myrti- 
formes. 

\  Fig.   II. 
This    figure   rcprefents    the 

uterus   and  vagina,  partly 

opened. 

A.  The  uterus;  that  part 
next  the  recftum. 

B.  The  inlide  of  the  va- 
gina, with  the  rugfe,  and  the 
i'mall  openings  of  the  mucous 
glands,    called  Lacunae. 

C.  The  mouth  of  the  ute- 
rus* 

D.  The  orifice  of  the  mea- 
tus urinarius. 

E.  The  carunculae  myrtl- 
formes. 

E.  Thepraepuce  of  the  cli- 
toris. 

F.  The  clitoris. 


G.  The  external  part  of 
the  vagina. 

PI.  The  fallopian  tubes. 

I,  The  external  parts  of  the 
ovaria, 

Jv»  The  ovaria  divelled 
of  the  vafcular  membrane 
of  the  peritonGEum. 

L.  'j'he  fperm.atic  vefTels. 

M.  The  loofe  flaps  of  the 
tubes,  called  the  morfus  dia- 
boli, 

N.  The  broad  ligamentsy 
properly  nothing  but  a  conti- 
nuation of  the  peritonaeum. 

O.  The  fundus  of  the  ute- 
rus. 

P.  The  ligamenta  rotunda. 

Q^  Its  extremities ;  which 
are  fixed  to  the  os  pubis, 
whofe  ramifications  end  ia 
the  clitoris. 

R.  Some  of  the  blood  vef- 
fels;  which  from  the  fper ma- 
tip  veffels  give  their  branches 
to  the  fallopian  tubes  and  the 
uterus.  Fig.  Ill, 
The  clitoris  and  its  appen- 
dages :  inflated,  as  it  is  in 

coitu. 

A.  The  body  of  the  cli- 
toris; diilended,  as  it  is  with 
blood  in  coitu. 

B.  The  grpat  vein. 

C.  The  arteries  and  nerves. 
Dj  The  extremity  of  the 

corpora  cavernofa  of  the  cru- 
ra clitoridis ;  cut  from  the 
ofTa  pubis;. 

E.  'Ihe  mufculi  ereclores 
clitoridis,  freed  from  the  ofla 
eoxgndicis,  and  left  at  their 
terminations. 

F.  Thecruraalfodiflended. 

G.  The  corpus  caverno- 
fum  pudendi,  inflated  by  the 
veins  of  the  clitoris. 
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O  N 

The  Origin,    Formation,    Nature,    Infedldn^ 
and  Progrefs 

o  i 
The  Venereal  Disease  In  GeneraL 

IN  the  firft  part  of  this  work,  we  Have  exa- 
mined the  organs  of  generation,  of  both  fexes, 
in  their  na,turai  fiate;  as  alfo,  their  ftm^ions, 
as  ordained  by  the  author  of  oitr  being  •  This 
was  abfdiutely  requiiite^  in  order  to  underfland 
a  difeafe,  or  rather,  a  train  of  difeafes,  which 
are  the  fruits  of  the  abufe  of  thefe  organs. 

It  is  faid,  that  knowing  a  difeafe  Is  half  the 
cure  5  which  is  partly  true  5  at  leaft  it  is  rational 
to  enquire  into  a  malady,  before  we  attempt  ^o 
remedy  it :  To  do  this  therefore,  is  my  deiigri 
in  this  part ;  and  which  I  intend  to  purfue,  by 
dint  of  reafon  and  experience  only,  and  by  an 
impartial  and  unprejudiced  enquiry. 

f  2  euAV. 
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C     HA     P       I. 

On    the    Origin    of    the    Venereal    Di/eafe, 

THERE  is  perhaps  np  ailment  incident  to  the 
human  Ipecies,  that  has  caufed  fo  much 
altercation  amongft  modern  phyiiclans,  as  the 
Origin  of  the  Venereal  Difeafe  :  And  yet,  if  we 
give  ourfelves  a  little  time  to  refle6t,  and  dare 
think  for  ourfelves,  I  believe,  we  ihall  not  find  it 
fo  difficult  a  queftion  to  folve. 

In  all  ages,  men  have  been  led  away  into  the 
greateft  abfurdities,  either  from  a  too  eafy  com- 
pliance with  the  opinion  of  others ;  or  elfe, 
from  fome  flighty  conjedure,  which  they  li^ve 
been  determined,  obftinately  to  maintain,  becaufe 
they  have  once  advanced  it.  And  this  pride  has 
been  the  univerfal  difturber  of  harmony,  as  well 
amongft  divines,  as  philofophers  in  general  ; 
though  thefe  fages  have  moft  exclaimed  agalnft 
that  weaknefs  of  human  nature. 

Of  all  ambition,  that  of  being  thought  learned, 
has  proved  the  greateft  ignis  fatuus,  of  real  know- 
ledge ;  for  it  has  driven  fometimes,  even  men  of 
abilities,  to  fuch  lengths,  as  muft  have  made  them 
blufh  at  their  own  do«5l:rine  :  Yet  fo  great  is  the 
dread  of  being  thought  in  the  wrong,  that  even 
at  the  expence  of  integrity,  they  have  perfifted  in 
the  fupport  of  their  errors. 

It  is  nor  my  Intention  to  defcend  to  pcrfonal 
criticifm  ^  for  1  wilh  to  be  in  friendlhip  with  all 

mankind. 
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iTianklnc^,  as  a  true  philanthrop  :  At  the  fame 
time,  I  mnft  beg  leave  to  obferve,  that  I  cannot 
iimply  comply  with  the  opinion  of  any  one,  un- 
lefs  it  coincides  with  my  own  judgment.  I  am 
in  fearch  of  truth,  and  wifh  to  embrace  it,  where- 
ever  I  Ihall  be  fo  happy  as  to  find  it. 

The  queftion  is,  whether  the  venereal  difeafe, 
is  ancient  or  modern  ?  It  is  flrange,  that  this 
queftion,  which  in  faci,  is  of  little  iignification  to 
the  patient's  recovery,  fhould  have  caufed  a- 
mongil:  the  fons  of  ^Efculapius,  {o  much  alter- 
cation ;  even,  fo  as  to  defcend  to  opprobioils 
language,  and  perfonal  abufe  :  But,  whilft  they* 
were  eagerly  engaged  to  fupport  their  arguments, 
by  playing  upon  words,  they  became  diverted 
from  the  fubje<51:  itfelf.  However,  as  the  refult  of 
unprejudiced  {peculation,  and  conclulions  drawn 
from  experience,  I  venture  to  affert,  that  the 
veneral  difeafe,  h  as  old  as  the  vice  of  promif- 
cuous  copulation. 

Every  l^ate,  as  it  has  arrived  at  popularity,  has 
alfo  funk  more  or  lefs  into  debauchery  ;  and  no- 
thing has  contributed  more  to  their  ruin,  than 
this  very  vice.  As  the  children  of  Ifrael  increafed, 
fo  like  wife,  they  grew  in  vice  ;  and  as  they  became 
more  vicious,  they  al^o  began  to  be  loaded  with  the 
fouleft  difeafes.  Whoever  reads  the  books  ofMofes, 
cannot  reafonably  doubt,  but  that  there  muft  have 
been  the  moft  criminal  vices  amonfl  them,  and 
in  confequence,  horrid  evils  :  for  elfe,  why  lliould 
there  have  been  a  neceffity  of  providing  the  re^ 
quilite  lavv's  and  regulations  of  that  kind  ?  If  we 
impartially  examine  the  different  kinds  of  leproiies, 
boils,  rotten  bones,  &c.  defcribed  in  the  various 
parts  of  the  bible,  we  ihall  find  ihelr  commence- 
F  3  '  nient^ 
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ment,  progrefs,  and  fymptoms,  in  many  refpe61s,, 
exacStly  correfponding  with  thofe  of  the  con- 
iirmed  lues  venerea. 

The  names  of  gonorrhaea,  phymofes,  paraphy- 
mofes,  &c.  are  of  Greek  extraction;  and  what 
Ihocking  difeafes  of  that  kind,  do  we  not  read  of^, 
amongft  them  and  the  Egyptians?  And  v/hen 
the  Romans  funk  into  lafcivioufnefs,  they  fared 
no  better  ;  though  their  baths  were  for  a  long  time 
a  great  prefervative  to  them.  But  we  need  not 
go  out  of  London,  to  prove  this  difeafe,  at  lealt 
more  ancient,  than  the  importation  from  the  Weft  ^ 
Indies:  In  the  ancient  records  of  1375.  and 
1390,  we  iind  that  public  ftews  and  brothels  of 
common  wenches,  ^after  the  Italian  cuftom)  were 
pubiickly  tolerated,  under  certain  regulations,  in 
Southwark^  and  we  find  amongfl  the  many  re- 
gulations rnade,  that  fuch  "wenches  as  had  the 
burning,  were  to  be  feparated  from  the  reft,  and 
forbid  to  lie  with  any  man,  whilft  ihe  had  it : 
Similar  to  the  regulations  in  the  ftews  at  Avig- 
pon,  in  Italy,  ordered  by  the  gdod  queen  Jane, 

^347- 

Some    authors   have  laboured   very  hard,    to 

prove,  that  none  of  the  difeafes,  now  mentioned, 

were  \'enereal  -,  but  the  more  they  have  laboured, 

to  overthrow,   the  more  they  have  confirmed  the 

very  opinion  which  they  have  oppofed  :   For  after 

all,  they  were  obliged  to  acknowledge,  that  they 

were  difeafes,     proceeding  from    debaucheries  ; 

and     that    their    confequences    were     at     times 

equally  bad,  as  thofe  of  the  modern  infe6fion  ;  and 

now  let  me  afk,  where  is  the  difference  ? 

I  have  no  manner  of   objection,  to  allow  that 

the  Spaniards  brought  it  over  from   the   Weft- 

"■■••'  ~  InJieSj 
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in  their  return  with  Columbus ;  neither,  that  the 
malady  was  then,  and  is  perhaps  Itill  very  fre- 
quent amongfi:  the  Indians  :  If  thefe  blood-thirfiy 
rpbbers,  had  kept  it  to  themfelves,  and  perifhed 
thereby,  it  would  have  been  a  punilhment,  fcarce 
adequate,  to  the  unheard  of  barbarity,  which 
they  exercifed  on  that  poor  race  of  people.  And 
admit  they  brought  it  over ;  I  am  even  in  that 
cafe  inclined  to  think,  that  thefe  vagabonds 
trafficked  only  with  the  Indians  in  that  kind  of 
commodity. 

Other  authors  will  have  it  brought  from  the 
Goaft  of  Guinea,  and  that  it  owes  its  origin  to  the 
yaws  :  I  grant  this  too  ;  nay,  I'll  even  go  fo  far  as 
to  fay,  that  the  yaws  Is  frequently  the  real  venereal 
difeafe  ;  and  diifers  in  nothing,  but  in  the  fpecies 
of  people,  and  in  the  manner,  in  which  it  is  con- 
trailed,  I  think,  there  is  nothing  confirms 
more  a  relation  between  difeafes,  than  that  the 
fame  method  will  cure  them  :  If  this  be  the 
cafe,  then  I  fay  the  Yaws,  the  Venereal  Difeafe, 
and  the  ancient  Leprofy,  have  for  the  moil 
part  one  nature ;  and  only  differ  in  the  various 
names,  and  thp  inanner  of  their  being  con- 
tracted. 

But  how  came  it  to  be  fuppofed  of  French  ex- 
traction  ?  To  anfwer  this,  I  Ihali  here  beg  leave  to 
give  a  Ihort  detail  of  the  rife  of  this  falfe  alarm  ; 
and  then  proceed  to  the  more  material  caufes 
of  the  difeafe  itfelf. 

Chriftppher  Columbus,  fet  fail  from  Spain 
with  three  ihips,  and  an  hundred  and  twenty 
men,  on  the  third  of  Auguft,  149^.  and  arrived 
the  lixth  of  December  the.  fame  year,  at  the 
ill^nd    then  Hifpaniola,  novv  St,  Domingo  :    He 

t  A  there 
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there  built  a  garrifon;  left  thirty  eight  of  his  men  ^ 
fet  fail  again  for  Spain  the  6th  of  January, 
1493  ;  and  after  much  fatigue,  arrived  on  the 
coaft  of  Spain,  the  6th  of  March  the  fam.e  year, 
■with  eighty  two  of  his  men,  and  nine  Indians. 

His  fuccefs  made  him  welcome  to  the  king  and 
queen  of  Spain :  In  confequence  of  which  he  fet 
out  again,  the  fecond  time,  on  the  5th  of  Septem- 
ber following,  with  feventeen  Ihips,  and  fifteen 
hundred  men ;  and  arrived  in  the  Weft-Indies, 
the  27th  of  November  the  fame  year. 

Now  the  thirft  of  gold  intoxicated  and  con- 
verted thofe  adventurers  into  very  devils  ;  they 
were  not  fatisfied  with  plunder  only,  but  wanton- 
ly invented  unheard  of  tortures,  for  the  poor 
pbjeds  of  their  barbarity  :  luft  blackened  their 
cruelty  ;  bands  of  thefe  villains  would  fatisfy 
their  lafcivious  appetites,  upon  one  poor  female 
victim,  and  then  let  their  dogs  tear  her  to  pieces  ! 
By  thefe  diabolical  pra6^ices,  was  it  poihble  to 
efcape  infeilion  ? 

The  following  yearColumbus  fent  fourteen  fhips 
back  again  to  Spain,  richly  laden. 

At  their  return,  all  Spain  was  agitated  with 
the  news  of  their  fuccefs  :  The  bawdy  houfes  be- 
came filled  with  that  lafcivious  crew  ;  and  no- 
thing was  talked  of  but  gold  from  the  new 
world,  and  the  number  of  Indian  infidels  maila- 
cred.  From  this  time,  fliips  were  fent  to  the 
Weil-Indies,  every  month ;  a  continual 'inter- 
courfe  between  the  two  remote  parts  took  place  ; 
and  hiftory  tells  us,  that  at  every  return,  the  Ihips 
were  loaded  with  riches,  and  the  men  with  the 
venereal  difeafe. 

About  this  time,  there  were  difturbances  in 
Naples  j  Ferdinand,  king  of  Spain,  fent  privately 
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forces  thither,  in  which  were  many  of  the  vete- 
rans, who  had  been  in  America  ;  Charles  VIII. 
then  king  of  France,  urging  an  hereditary  right 
in  Naples,  fent  forces  alio,  to  recover  his  claim. 
An  open  rupture,  between  France  and  Spain  then 
broke  out ;  and  the  French,  who  at  firft  feemed 
fucccfsful, ,  and  for  fome  time  had  poffeffion  of 
various  places,  were  at  length  worfted,  and  com- 
pelled precipitately  to  retire  :  Naples  was  the  feat 
of  war ;  and  their  proftitutes  were  obliged  to  be 
alternately  common  to  both. 

It  was  at  the  end  of  the  year  1496,  when  the 
French  army  came  home,  and  was  found  greatly 
injured  by  the  venereal  difeafe  :  This  gave  the 
iirft  univerfal  alarm  in  Paris  ;  and  the  do(5^ors, 
to  fliake  off  a  flander  of  ignorance,  gave  it  out  as 
a  new  plague,  of  a  peculiar  nature,  contradled  by 
coition. 

This  notion  being  taken  for  granted,  a  de- 
cree of  parliament  was  immediately  iiTued  out^ 
and  proclaimed  by  found  of  trumpet,  through- 
put the  ftreets  of  Paris,  concerning  t^e  new 
plague,  which  they  called  the  great  pox  ;  (viz.) 
That  ail  Grangers  who  were  in  the  leaft  infec^^ed, 
fhould  retire  from  Paris  within  twenty-four  hours, 
on  pain  of  death  ;  that  hofpitals  were  ere6ied,  to 
receive  all  the  infe6\ed  belonging  to  Paris  ;  and 
where  every  body  was  immediately  to  go,  on 
pain  of  death.  Taxes  were  raifed  for  the 
fupport  of,  and  officers  created  for  regulating 
^hefe  hofpitals,  &c.  &c. 

Thisbuftle  and  noife  gave  the  alarm  all  over 
Europe ;  nothing  was  talked  of  but  the  French 
pox  ;  and  every  body  fhun'd  a  Frenchman,  for 
fear  of  being  infected  by  him ,  even  fo,  that  at 

fome 
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fome  places  In  Germany,  they  were  forbid  the 
territories.  Soon  however,  this  plague,  of  the 
great  pox,  was  obferved  in  its  various  degrees^ 
in  all  parts,  even  the  remote^  from  France  and 
Spain  :  notwithftanding  which,  it  had  acquired  the 
name  of  French  difeafe,  and  that  nation  bore 
the  blame  only. 

The  French  being  piqued,  at  lafl,  at  the  odium 
thrown  on  them,  of  being  the  propagators,  of 
this  filthy  difeafe,  endeavoured  to  fliake  it  off,  by 
tracing  it  back  to  Naples  ^  and  called  it  in  their 
turn,  the  Neapolitan  Difeafe  :  But  the  Neapolitans 
again^,  laid  it  to  the  Spaniards  ;  and  the  Spaniards 
upon  the  Indians. 

At  that  time  of  rumour,  it  became  falbionable 
for  doclors,  of  all  perfuafions,  to  fpeculate,  but 
more  on  the  nrft  origin  of  this  wonderful  plague, 
than  how  to  remedy  it :  all  who  could  fet  pen  to 
paper,  v/rote  in  fearch  of  the  my  fiery  of  this 
affair  ;  Afirologer's  traced  it  from  fome  flrange 
conjunction  of  peculiar  fiars  ;  divines  from  the 
vengeance  of  God  ;  philofophers  from  the  foulnefs 
of  the  air  ;  hiftorians  from  canibals,  or  the  cas- 
ing of  fome  pecuUar  animal  by  the  Indians,,  &c, 
&c.  Hov/ever,  gradually  they  begaa  to  be 
afhamed  of  their  negled,  in  the  cure  ;  and  at 
length,  unanin^oufly  agreed  on  a  method,  which 
they  were  pleafed  to  call  rational  ;  though  un- 
fortunately for  I  he  poor  patients,  it  happened  to 
prove  irrational  ;  for  it  made  the  evil  worfe.  In 
proccfs  of  time,  they  came  nearer  and  nearer  the 
true  method  ;  and  n^ercury  was  at  lafl:  found  by 
experiwurc,  the  only  fpecific  to  be  depended  on. 

Amongfl  the  many  idle  conjed upes,  concerning 
the  iirfl  origin  of  this   difeafe.   that  of  the  iling 
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of    a  fcorplon,    feems  to  carry  fome  fhare   of 

plauiiblUty  with  it  :  When  a  perfon  is  ftung  by 
a  fcorpion,  the  iirll  iymptoms  (it  is  laid)  are, 
that  the  patient  breaths  nothing  but  rage  and 
luft  :  Coition  gives  him  immediate  eafe ;  but 
the  woman  with  whom  he  copulates,  becomes 
greatly  injured,  and  will  injure  others  again:  I 
cannot  aver  this  for  fa(5l,  haying  not  come  in 
the  courfe  of  my  pradice  ;  yet,  when  we  conii- 
der,  the  furprliing  effefts  of  a  tarantula,  and  the 
'  bite  of  a  mad  dog,  it  will  not  appear  fo  very 
Grange.-— I  remember  being  once  in  company 
with  a  mafter  of  a  Ihip,  then  returned  from  the 
bay  of  Honduras ;  who  affared  me,  he  had  an 
infallible  and  experienced  remedy  againft  the 
i^ing  of  the  fcorpion  ;  which  on  requefl:  he  bo- 
iieflly  related  to  me,  (viz.)  that  the  touch  of  the 
glans  of  the  penis  would  inilantaneoully  draw 
out  the  poifon,  without  the  leaf^  ill  effe<3:  to  that 
member,  vvhether  it  was  done  ^y  the  patient 
himfelf,  or,  in  cafe  the  place  flung,  rendered  rhis 
impradicable,  performed  by  another.  This  he 
affirmed  to  have  perfonally  experienced. 

With  regard  to  this  difeafe  taking  its  ori-* 
gin  from  eating  the  guana,  an  animal  of  the  li- 
zard kind,  common  in  the  Weft-Indies,  I  can 
fee  no  other  fenfe,  than  that  the  fielh  of  alt 
carnivorous  animals,  are  unwholfotne  food;  the 
hog  not  excepted  :  Which  I  arn  apt  to  think, 
was  chiefly  the  reafon,  why  Mofes  prohibited  all 
carnivorous  food  to  the  Ifraelites  ;  and  why  it 
is  reckoned  unclean  in  moft  countries.  And  as 
to  the  canibals,  I  reckon  that  equally  fiditious, 
with  all  ether  idle  conjedures. 

I 
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I  will  not  detain  the  reader  any  longer  with 
notions,  which  I  have  fo  very  little  faith  in  my- 
felf ;  but  proceed  to  fuch  caufes,  as  are  built 
upon  experience  and  reafon. 

In  the  firft  place  then,  I  will  refer  the  reader 
to  the  bible,  Leviticus  the  13th,  15th,  and  20th 
chapters,  and  the  5th  of  Numbers  :  Where  it 
appears  evidently,  that-  the  children  of  Ifrael, 
have  not  only  been  a  lafcivious  and  debauched 
tribe,  but,  that  from  thefe  irregularities,  they 
became  loaded  with  the  moft  Ihocking  difeafes  : 
It  appears  evident  Ukewife,  from  the  many 
wholefome  laws,  and  regulations  in  thefe  difor- 
ders,  that  uncleannefs,  and  promifcuous  venery 
gave  rife  to  it.  And  that  this  is  actually  the 
cafe,  I  think  muft  appear  very  plain,  to  every 
impartial  obferver. 

The  catamenia  in  women,  (though  in  the  found 
ftate)  is  nothing  remarkably  different  from  pure 
blood  itfelf ;  yet  from  its  being  liable  to  become 
acrimonious  and  fharp,  it  has  attra6Led  the  ob- 
fervation  of  phyficians,  and  naturalifls,  in  all 
ages.  1  fliall  only  beg  leave  to  quote  a  para- 
graph from  the  great  Pliny  5  in  his  feventh  book 
of  his  natural,  hiflory,  chap.  i^.  "  There  are 
**  few  things  more  furprifing  (fays  he)  than  the 
**  monthly  difcharge  of  women  ;  At  their  ap- 
"  proach,  new  wines  grow  four ;  grain  touched 
*'  by  them,  becomes  barren  ;  gi*afs  dies,  young 
*'  fprouts  wither,  and  fruits  fall  oif  the  trees  on 
**  which  they  grow;  the  luftre  of  mirrors  grows 
"  dull  upon  tlicir  viewing  them,  fteel  lofcs  its 
^'  edge,  and  ivory  its  polilh  ;  the  bees  die  in 
"  whole  hives,  brafs  and  iron  immediately  ruil, 
^'  and  the  air  is  foetid.     Upon   tafling  it,  dogs 

^'  grow 


Origin  of  the  Venereal  Disease,        77 

•^  grow  mad,  and  their  bite  is  infe^^ed  with  an 
"•  incurable  poifon.  Nay  farther,  the  bitumen 
*'  fwimming  at  a  certain  feafon  in  the  Indian 
"  lake,  called  Afpaltitis,  which  otherwife  is 
*'  gentle  and  pliable  in  its  nature,  can  only  be 
"  feparated  by  means  of  a  thread  drpped  in 
'^  that  poifon.  Even  that  very  finall  animal,  the 
"  ant,  they  fay  is  feniible  of  its  effe6is ;  throws 
*'  away  the  grain  after  tafting  it,  and  wiW  have 
*'  no  more  to  do  with  it." 

This  defcription  is  certainly  very  extravagant ; 
but,  if  we  confider  the  climate  where  he  formed 
thefe  notions,  and  particularly,  if  the  woman 
was  of  an  acrimonious  habit  of  body,  we  fhall 
find  fundry  particulars  of  it  to  be  flridly  true  ; 
though  from  other  caufes  than  he  feems  to  have 
underftood. 

Women  differ  greatly  in  this  refpe6l ;  and  the 
menftrual  difcharges  will  have  different  qualities 
in  the  fame  fubjecl ;  fo,  as  at  times,  not  only  to 
be  highly  offf^niive,  but  even  to  have  a  corroding 
and  poifonous  eiied. 

I  need  not  mention  the  many  difagreeable  con- 
fequences  attending  an  uncleanly  woman  ;  and  I 
believe,  few  will  contradlcfi:,  that  a  common  whore 
in  general  is  fo.  All  women  are  fubjed  more 
or  lefs  to  the  fluor  albus  ;  but  proftitutes  mofl:  fo. 
Now,  need  we  wonder,  that  in  the  time  when 
fuch  a  difcharge  is  upon  her,  and  copulated  by  a 
variety  of  men,  fome  larger,  and  fome  more 
tedious,  or  violent  than  others,  that  the 
vagina  fhould  become  inflamed,  the  lacunae 
ftrained,  and  the  mucus  oozing  out  from  them, 
together  with  a  pulTy  difcharge  of  the  fluor  albus, 

become 
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become  Iharp  and  acrimonious ;  and  is  this  not 
enough  to  generate  a  venereal  virus  ? 

Some  have  added  the  intermixture  of  the  dif- 
ferent feeds ;  though  this,  may  contribute, 
yet  I  believe,  they  retain  but  very  little  of  it. 
I  think  we  may  here  venture  to  compare  fuch  laf- 
civioufnefs  to  a  bitch,  and  a  parcel  of  dogs  ;  and 
there  we  fee  the  fame  eife(5is.  For  that  dogs  will 
have  a  gonorrhoea,  has  been  frequently  taken 
notice  of;  and  that  it  will  fometimes  make  therti 
fcabby,  or  even  niad,  has  been  affirmed  fre- 
quently upon  ftridl  obfervation  :  Though  they 
often  perform  wonders  with  that  univerfal  healer^ 
their  tongue. 

There  are  two  kinds  of  animal  corruptions  of 
humours  ;  the  firft  is,  when  a  corruption  is  in  a 
living  fubje6t,  and  the  fecond,  in  a  dead,  6r 
cadaverous  :  but  the  firft  differs  evidently  from 
the  latter,  and  this  is  confirmed  by  experience  ; 
(viz  )  that  the  ichor  from  a  phagedaenic  ulcer,  or 
from  a  fphacelus,  is  not  only  more  offenfive  in 
fmell,  but  iharper  than  any  thing  from  the  moll 
putrid  cadaver  :  But  this  is  not  all ;  there  b  a 
particular  effluvia,  or  volatility,  which  has  a  pe- 
culiar propcniity  to  infcdion  ;  this  effcS.  how- 
ever it  lofes  more  or  lefs,  as  foon  as  feparated 
from  a  body  indued  with  circulation.  Now  this 
holds  good  in  the  venereal  difeafe,  and  all  in- 
fedious  dif^empers  (which  we  Ihall  have  occa- 
fion  farther  to  illuftrate.) 

This  infe(51ious  acrimony,  is  not  unlike  leavrn 
or  yeafl:,  which  v/ill,  as  it  were,  let  the  whole 
rnafs  of  blood  in  a  ferment,  and  generate  more 
of  its  own  kind,  and  fo,  ad  infinitum  ,  whereevcr 
jt  finds  a  proper  matter  to  work  upon, 

When 
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When  we  conlider  the  furprliing  phaenomenon 
In  a  dog  becoming  mad,  wirho^U  the  actual  in* 
fe6^ion  from  the  bite  of  another,  but  from  fome 
other  caufe  or  diforder  within  himfelf ;  and  then^ 
from  that  very  malady,  an  infe^llon  may  be 
fpread,  ad  infinitmTi ;  I  think  we  mny  eafily  be 
convinced,  that  a  venereal  difeafe  may  be  kindled 
by  debauchery  only.  However,  this  is  no  con- 
jedure;  but  a  fa6t  fupported  by  adual  expe- 
rience. 

It  is  a  cuftom  too  frequent  among  the  honeft 
tars,  to  go  in  parties  to  a  proilitute,  (particularly 
in  places  where  there  are  but  few  of  them)  fo 
have  a  bit  of  frefli  meat  as  they  term  it.  Jack 
will  next  come  to  the  doc^tor,  and  damn  the 
whore's  eyes  and  limbs,  that  fhe  has  given  him 
the  glim  :  But  can't  think  as  how  Frank  and 
Tom  lliould  efcape,  as  they  both  boarded  her 
before  him.  In  like  manner^  when  a  liren  is  Jet 
loofe  amongft  a  parcel  of  good  ftomachs,  either 
on  board  a  man  of  war,  or  in  a  camp ;  though 
fhe  at  firft  appears  ever  fo  dainty  and  clean  a 
bit,  ihe  will  foon  prove  a  fire-fbip. 

This  has  come  under  my  obfervation  frequent- 
ly :  and  I  am  perfuaded,  that  furgeons,  who  have 
had  much  practice  in  that  difeafe,  muft  (if 
they  will  lay  all  prejudice  and  conjedure  aiide) 
have  met  inftances,  from  whence  they  could  not 
but  draw  conclulions  of  the  fame  nature. 

This  was  the  opinion  likewife  of  the  ancients, 
before  the  falfe  alarm  :  though  they  v/ere  certain- 
ly lefs  acquainted  with  the  diforder  than  we  are : 
And  if  we  carefully  examine  the  progrefs  (lay- 
ing all  prejudice  afide  I  fay  again)  of  the  an- 
cient leprofy,  and  the  different  fymptoms,  under 
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which  it  is  defcribed,  we  fhall  plainly  be  coii- 
vinced  they  proceeded  from  the  fame  caufes  ;  and 
were  the  very  fame  degrees  of  a  malady,  which 
is  now  underftood  by  a  confirmed  lues. 

However,  in  this  laft  obfervation,  I  think  it 
requilite  to  make  an  exception ;  I  do  not  mean 
that  all  leprolies  related  to  us,  a61ually  took 
their  rife  from  venery  ;  but  that  the  various  fpe* 
cies  were  confounded  with  oae  another  :  and  the 
fame  diftindion  will  ever  hold  good. 

There  are  diforders  which  take  their  rife  from 
chronical  humours,  (if  I  may  fo  exprefs  myfelf  ) 
which  will  increafe,  if  not  prevented,  and  at 
length  take  on  an  afped  of  a  confirmed  lues : 
from  which  it  differs  very  little,  except  in  the 
different  method  by  which  it  was  contracfied. 
Thiswefhall  find  verified  among  the  indigent; 
particularly  vagabonds  ;  who  frequently  are  as 
filthy  in  their  ways,  as  they  are  miferable  and  ir- 
regular in  their  living  :  from  whence  they  often 
become  itchy,  fcabby,  full  of  linking  ulcers,  and 
exhibit  at  times,  objects  of  horror.  There  is 
hardly  a  nation  exempt  from  thcfe  examples  : 
But  filthinefs  was  always  a  charaderiftic  of  the 
Jews ;  efpcxiaJly  among  the  lower  clafs,  where 
adually,  vermin  feed  upon  vermlii. 

Among  thefe  promifcuous  kinds  of  diforders, 
which  have  one  afped,  and  much  the  fame  na^ 
ture,  though*  their  firll:  caufes  are  different,  we 
may  with  propriety  reckon  the  yaws  amongii:  the 
negroes.  We  know  very  little  of  Africa  beyond 
the  coails  ;  however  fomev.hat  up  from  the  Ihore, 
they  are  certainly  a  horrid  race  j  and  it  is  now 
adually  beyond  all  doubt,  that  they  are  in  ma- 
Tiy  places  real  canibals  3  and  abound  in  Ihocking 

difeafes. 
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dlfeafes,  as  well  from  abufe  of  venery,  as  other 
favage  abfurdities  and  irregularities.  Notwith- 
flanding  this,  it  is  well  known,  that  the  yaws  has 
been  contra^^ed  amongft  negroes  in  the  Weft- 
Indian  plantations,  without  a  previous  infedion 
from  their  native  country. 

The  yaws  has  baffled  the  Weft-India  do(?tors 
very  much ;  but  this  could  fcarce  be  otherwife, 
lince  they  rather  indicated  their  method  of  cure, 
according  to  the  name  of  the  diforder,  than  the 
nature  thereof  5  and  at  laft,  when  they  have 
tortured  the  poor  wretches  in  vain,  they  have  pro- 
nounced them  incurable,  and  turned  them  adrift 
upon  fome  defolate  iftand  -,  where  kind  nature 
fometimes^  has  reftored  them  to  perfec^l:  health 
again.  Hence  arofe  another  abfurdity;  name- 
ly, that  fome  of  thefe  fitlall  iftands  had  a 
peculiar  charm,  or  fomething  unknown,  for 
curing  the  yaws.  Now  thefe  difeafes,  (as  I  have 
obfervedj  may  be  venereal  or  not  ;  if  the  genitals 
are  infe(5^ed,  as  is  for  the  moft  part  the  cafe, 
in  the  yaws,  the  infedion  will,  by  coition,  be 
communicated  to  the  genitals  again,  the  fame 
as  in  the  venereal ;  and  then,  in  fad,  there  is  no 
difference  in  the  progrefs. 

I  would  not  be  underftood,  by  what  I  have 
faid,  to  contradi6l  the  infe6fion  from  the  Indians : 
No,  it  could  fcarce  be  poflible,  amongft  fuch  a 
numerous  body  of  people  as  they  were  when  the 
Spaniards  arrived  there,  to  be  free  from  this 
diforder.  It  is  a  known  facft  too,  that  this  dif- 
temper  is  more  fharp  in  the  hotter  climates,  than 
in  the  more  northern  ;  and  I  make  not  the  leaft 
doubt,  but  that  the  Spanilh  foldiers  helped  to 
fpread  it  abroad  in   Europe  too. 

G  ^  But, 
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But,  I  am  alio  firmly  of  opinion^  that  the 
greateft  evil  arofe  (at  that  time,  when  it  made 
inch  a  nolfe)  from  the  wrong  methods  taken  for 
the  cure ;  and  of  the  two,  thofe  who  had  the 
leaft  phyiic,  were  the  bell  off. 

ft  is  probable  too,  that  the  infe6lion  Imported 
may  have  been  fnarper  than  that  of  our  own  ma- 
nufactory :  Be  it  fo  ;  but  I  will  anfwer  for  it,  it 
will  never  grow  milder,  unlefs  it  proceeds  from 
a  more  judicious  method  of  cure.  Let  us  look 
around  us,  and  we  Ihall  find  as  miferable  objec^ts 
in  that  difeafe  now,  as  ever  ;  v/hether  from  wrong 
proceeding,  or  from  felf  negledi. 

In  plain  Engliili ;  as  long  as  whoring  has  been 
pradifed,  and  as  long  as  it  will  remain  in  pradice, 
folong  has  the  pox,  in  its  various  degrees,  been, 
and  fo  long  will  it  continue  to  be  the  confequence  ; 
whether  in  Europe,  Alia,  Africa,  or  in  America, 
As  to  any  odier  epidemic  infcs^ions,  or  marvel- 
lous caufes,  they  are  (in  my  opinion)  nothing 
but  chimerical  jargons,  and  grofs  miflakes. 

If  this  be  true  (which  appears  to  me  evidently 
fo)  then  it  is  plain,  nature  deligned  not,  that 
jucn  and  women  Ihould  promifcuoufly  copulate  ; 
fince  this  wanton  intercourfe,  not  only  tends  to 
depopulation,  but  has  ever  been  the  bane  to 
health,  love,  fiiendlbip,  and  every  other  fecial 
virtue. 
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WE  now  advance  gradually  nearer  to  the 
point  itfelf.  From  my  preceding  chap- 
ter, it  will  be  expeded  of  me,  to  demonftrate^ 
Bow  the  venereal  virus  may  become  generated. 
This  I  will  venture  to  attempt  :  Though  before  I 
begin  this  tafk,  I  fee  difficulties,  which  attend  in- 
quiries, fomewhat  out  of  the  high  beaten  road  of 
general  opinion. 

It  is  one  thing  to  fele6^  a  good  fet  of  Ideas ;  but 
it  is  another  quite  different,  to  communicate 
them  properly  to  others  :  Ideas  are  the  produc- 
tions of  nature  ;  and  though  they  are  extended  ad 
infinitum,  yet,  they'll  appear  very  diflind  in  a 
momentary  view  to  the  mind ;  but  languages  are 
cultivated  by  art,  and  quite  the  feverfe  with  the 
former  ;  they  are  limited,  tedious,  Imperfedl,  and 
fubjecft  to  the  various  caprices  of  cuftom. 

I  have  advanced,  that  promifcuous  copulation 
generates  the  venereal  difeafe  ;  this  I  not  only 
firmly  believe  to  be  true,  but  think  I  fliall  be  ca- 
pable to  prove  It  fo.  I  fee  it  requlfite  however,  at 
the  fame  time,  to  make  a  proper  diftln6f  ion  between 
the  two  kinds  of  proniifcuous  copulation ;  namely, 
that  of  one  woman  with  a  variety  of  men  3  and 
G  2  that 
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that  of  one  man  with  a  variety  of  women.  Both 
are  certainly  highly  immoral,  and  contrary  to  the 
delign  of  nature  :  Though  fomething  may  be  faid 
in  favour  of  male  incontinency,  by  the  purfuers 
of  fenfual  pleafure  ;  but  female  incontinency,  ac- 
cording to  the  laws  of  nature,  is  point  blank  cri- 
minal. 

Here  is  a  field  for  moralizing  ;  but,  our  inqui- 
ries are  phyfical  ;  and  wherein,  we  iliali  difcover 
evils,  enough  to  roufe  the  lethargic  mind,  if 
there  is  as  yet,  the  leafi:  glimmering  hopes  of  re- 
formation left.    But  to  return  to  the  fubje^l  : 

There  is  a  wide  difference  in  a  man  and  a  wo« 
man,  in  regard  to  the  duties  of  nature  :  Man  as 
the  protedor^  woman  as  the  friend  :  Man  to  ge- 
nerate, woman  to  bring  forth  :  Man  to  provide, 
woman  to  nurfe.  Thus,  love  kindled  within 
themfelves,  centers  with  mAitual  pleafure  and  fa- 
tisfadion  in  their  off-fpring  ;  To  which  end,  man 
was  made  brave  and  robuil,  both  in  body  and 
mind  ;  but  woman  on  the  contrary,  tender  and 
delicate,  as  well  in  the  texture  of  her  fibres, 
as  in  the  faculty  of  her  underflanding. 

Man,  loves  his  off-fpring,  becaufe  of  the  mo- 
ther, as  he  thinks  her  chafte,  and  believes  them 
to  be  his:  But  woman,  loves  the  father,  becaufe 
of  the  child,  as  part  of  herfelf,  in  which  llie  can- 
not be  miitakcn.  Thefe  iimple  truths,  are  the 
cement  of  love  and  duty,  in  either  fex  j  and  con- 
ffitute  their  feparare  character! ftics  :  Man,  as  the 
brave,  judicious,  healthy,  and  induflrious  father  ; 
woman,  as  the  alTc(5iionate,  chafte,  prudent,  and 
tender  mother.  Thus,  nature  lliines  in  its  pri- 
mitive divine'will  ;  furrounded  with  rays  of  hea- 
ven !  But,  the  more  to  keep  man,  in  thefe  iimple 
trails  of  felicity,  ihe  made  every  other  by-road 

difficult 
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difficult  and  difagreeable  to  puifue;  In  order  to 
convince  mankind,  how  eafy  it  is  to  be  good 
and  happy,  and  that  none  but  fools  are  vicious. 

Woman  was  not  made  merely  for  the  gratifica- 
tion of  iufl: ;  nor  in  fa61,  delVined  by  the  laws  of 
nature  for  farther  embrace,  than  that  by  which  fhe 
conceives.  This  is  evident  from  two  caufes.  Firft, 
from  the  delicatenefs  of  the  fibres  in  general,  but 
in  particular,  the  vagina  ;  Vv'here  the  cuticula  is  the 
thinneft  of  any  part,  and  therefore  very  fubje<5f  to 
become  galled  and  fore,  on  repeated  fri^fion  :  Se- 
condly, that  excefs  of  venery  caufes  fterility  both 
in  men  and  women;  and  to  this  it  is  o^ing  in  gene- 
ral, that  common  proftitutes  are  fo  very  felddm 
pregnant ;  the  reafon  is  plain,  namely,  that  the 
agitation  of  coition  prevents  the  coherence  of  the 
conceived  embryo. 

Woman  is  by  nature  the  paflive,  but  man  the 
a(5^ing  obje6l.  Woman  may  therefore  be  cohabi- 
ted with,  without  pleafure,  inclination,  or  even 
confent ;  but  man,  on  the  contrary,  has  his  wall 
bridled  by  nature,  in  order  to  render  him  ca- 
pable of  power,  in  proportion  only  to  the  efficacy 
of  his  venereal  fun6fions.  Hence,  we  fhall 
with  propriety  learn,  to  make  proper  difl:in6lionsg|^ 
of  venereal  exceiTes.  For  that  excefs,  which  is  be-^^ 
tween  one  man  and  one  woman,  though  hurtful, 
yet  cannot  have  fuch  tendencies,  as  that  criminal 
abufe  of  venery,  which  wenches  exercife  with 
various  men  :  For  a  man  cannot  repeat  coitions 
with  equal  adivity,  becaufe  the  vigour  mufi:  gra- 
dually lelTen,  and  he  will  be  cloyed  ;  by  which 
he  gives  time  for  reparation  on  the  female's  lide  ; 
whilft  a  variety  of  men,  equally  fired  with  luft, 
biu  confiderably  various  in  their  oiode  of  exer- 
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cifing  It,  muft  doubtlefs  caufe  diiferent,  and  more 
evil  confequences. 

Love  and  chaftity  are  hand  in  hand  compa- 
nions. The  woman  who  loves  is  chafte.  She 
cannot  love  more  than  one  man  ;  and  whilft  ilie 
is  chafte,  ihe  will  never  confent  to  any  other. 
But  the  moment  fhe  has  broken  through  this 
pride  of  virtue,  love  ceafes;  and  having  lofi:  her 
reputation,  ihe  falls  into  felf-contempt.  She  loves 
no  more,  but  hates  the  whole  fex,  for  the  fake  of 
him  by  whom  rnc  was  niads  miferable  ;  and  as  fhe 
becomes  abandoned,  fhe  links  In  v,'retchednef>. 
Confcious  of  being  excluded  fi*om  friend ihip  and 
pi^t'e^^ion,  fhe  breaths  in  defpair,  nothing  but  ma- 
lice and  revenge.  If  to  this,  indigent  want 
fleps  in,  then  vicious  proftitution  compleats  her 
misfortune. 

Can  fuch  a  wretch  fofter  a  carcafe,  which  ffie 
tenders  to  every  purchafer  for  fatiating  a  foul  anc| 
luftful  appetite ;  and  after  which  Ihe  is  treated 
with  fcorn  and  contempt  ?  No  ;  flie  loalhs  her 
body  like  carrion,  and  defpifes  the  dupe,  who 
ftoops  fo  low  as  to  carefs  her  :  Art,  cunning,  de- 
ceit, treachery,  and  mifchief,  become  her  refuges ; 
with  thefe,  like  a  fpider's  web,  Ihe  catches  the 
nprudent  profligate,  and  entangles  him  'till  he 
s  ruined  of  worth,  health,  peace,  and  even  life 
itfelf.  This  is  the  wretched  condition  of  a  com- 
mon whore,  to  which  we  muft  add,  irregularities. 
both  in  life  and  condu6l :  Sometimes  in  extreme 
want  for  the  necelTaries  of  life  ;  fometimes  wretch- 
ed by  cold,  hunger,  thirfi,  and  grief;  from  which 
ihe  may  fuddenly  be  tranfported  into  gluttony, 
and  debauchery  of  the  grolTeft  excefs ;  which, 
together  with  the  natural  infirmities  of  the  fex^ 
muft  make  her  a  vafTal  of  vice,  wretchednefs  and 
difeafe.  Such 
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Such  an  unhapny  woman,  I  am  perfuadccl,  is 
capable  of  generating  a  virulent  infc61ion.  Sup- 
pofe  Ihe  catches  a  man,  with  whom  Ihe  drinks 
and  lies ;  coition  is  probably  repeated,  and 
for  the  hire  ilie  receives,  induced  to  exert  herfclf; 
and  perhaps  from  a  forced  wa'.tonnefs  in  the  ac- 
tion thereof,  llie  ejaculates,  and  exhaufis  ail  the 
plealing  fenfations  it  may  afford  her  :  If  fne  re- 
tired to  reft  after  ihi.c,in  order  to  recruit, ihe  might 
certainly  repeat  this  pra6iice  ;  and  whether  it  was 
v/irh  the  fame  gallant,  or  any  other,  could  not 
have  any  ill  confequence  as  to  an  infe(5fion  :  But 
inftead  of  this,  we  will  fuppofe  (as  is  frequently 
the  cafe)  her  luftful  prey  leaves  her,  as  foon  r^ 
his  appetite  is  fatiated,  and  that  llie  immediately 
catches  another,  equally  frefh  and  luflful  as  the 
former;  with  whom,  for  the  fake  of  what  flie 
can  get,  repeats  the  debaucherous  exercifes, 
though  not  without  a  difagreeablenefs  to  her 
lenfation  :  By  this  time  llie  will  become  fenfibly 
fore,  as  the  nymphac,  the  carunculac  myrti-formes, 
and  the  rugae  within  the  vagina,  are  galled,  by 
the  repeated  frictions  ^  but  in  particular  the  cli- 
toris, which  has  been  drained  by  this  ^xcds ; 
from  whence  the  ligam.enta  rotunda,  and  confe-  -w 
quently  the  uterus,  has  been  fet  in  a  violent  agi-  ^J' 
tation,  by  which  all  the  organs  have  been  greatly 
flimulated  and  injured. 

If  \\-\t  ftopt  here,  it  might  pafs,  particularly  if 
file  be  not  an  abandoned  veteran  ;  but  this  is  fel- 
dom  the  cafe,  if  any  thing  farther  offers  -,  for 
by  this  time  we  may  venture  to  pronounce  her 
intoxicated  with  liquor ;  and  that,  with  the  irri- 
tation from  the  exceffive  venery  begins  to  ope- 
rate, as  a  flhnulus  for  more  lafcivioufnefs ;  pro- 
G  4  bably 
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bably  fhe  meets  with  a  fet  of  debauchees,  with 
whom  fhe  fpends  the  remaining  night,  in  drink- 
ing, riot,  and  the  grofTeft  licentioufnefs. 

Behold  now  thenext  day, this  emaciated  creature: 
Univerfal  fatigue,  pain,  and  a  guilty  confcience, 
make  her  curfe  her  very  exiftence.  But  in  paF- 
ticular,  concerning  our  Inquiries ;  the  genital 
parts  are  f welled  and  inflamed  ;  this  forenefs  is 
not  only  in  the  pudendum,  but  is  even,  within 
the  uterus  itfelf;  from  whence  will  flow  a 
fharp,  pufly  and  flinking  matter,  in  abundance  : 
this  is  not  all,  the  bawd,  under  whofe  wings 
fhe  is,  ''will  have  no  idle  huffy  in  her  houfe, 
— thefe  are  but  trifles  ;  and  that  fhe'll  like  this, 
fport  better  when  fhe  becomes  more  ufed  to 
it,"  &c.  by  which  comfort,  together  with  a  glafs 
of  gin,  flie  is  encouraged  for  further  engagements 
and  fpirited  up  to  emulation,  not  to  be  out  done 
by  her  lifters  in  iniquity. 

The  reader  I  apprehend  will  afk,  whether  this 

v/oman  is  now  infec^ted  with  a  venereal  virus  ?  I 

]  don't  know;    but  this   I  will  venture  to  affirm, 

1  that  whoever  copulates  with   her,  whilfl:  fhe   is 

thus  iituated,  will  find  the  efFeds  of  it ;  and  lay 

.a  foundation  for  as  good,  and  fubflantial  a  pox, 

Tas  the  befl  ever  imported  from  the  Wefl-Indies^ 

"by  Columbus. 

I  am  not  ignorant  of  the  many  things  fup- 
pofed  in  oppoiition  to  this;  But  I  muit  beg 
for  patience  fomewhat  longer ;  for  I  have  not 
yet  done. 

If  Itlhould  be  further  afk'd,  whether  excefs  of 
venery  with  a  Angle  pair,  fuppofe  a  tender  wo- 
man, and  a  robuft  man,  might  not  have  the 
fame  effe(ft  ?    I  anfwer,  perhaps  it  may,  though 
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I  am  rather  apt  to  think  to  the  contrary  ;  not 
only  from  the  before-mentioned  reafons,  of  the  na- 
tural inability  on  the  male  part  to  fiich  an  excefs  of 
fridion,  add  to  this,  the  mutual  harmony,  lince- 
rity,  and  cleanlinefs  in  fuch  a  cafe,  particularly 
where  love  lays  the  foundation  ;  but  alfo,  from 
another  caufe,  of  a  more  peculiar  nature  ;  name- 
ly, an  agreement  of  humours,  to  which  both 
parties  are  gradually  become  naturalized,  and 
rendered  perfe61ly  agreeable  to  each  other  ;  from 
whence  neither  the  folids,  nor  fluids  are  fo  apt  to 
irritate  each  other  to  irregularities  and  acrimony. 
This  may  at  firfl:  feem  a  Grange  conjedure ;  but 
If  we  refle(?t  fomewhat  more  feriouflj,  we  fhall 
find  it  to  carry  a  great  Ihare  of  probability  with 
it ;  for  nature  a6ls  the  fame  in  miniature  as  in 
greater  things.  I  will  not,  however,  iniift  further 
upon  this,  than  what  the  chain  of  obfervations  in 
general  may  feem  to  confirm  ;  only  here  take 
notice,  for  inftance  ;  our  ftomach,  is  fuch  a 
wonderful  organ,  which  by  a  gradual  aptitude. 
Will  perfedly  become  reconciled  to  fuch  things, 
as  would  prove  an  immediate  and  mortal  poifon, 
to  another  unaccuftomed  to  the  fame. 

Whatever  may  be  fuppofed  of  the  peculiarity 
of  the  venereal  virus,  I  am  more  and  more  con- 
firmed in  my  opinion,  that  its  firft  origin  is  from 
fimple  ulcerations ;  but  in  particular,  from  a  cor- 
ruption of  humours  in  the  genital  parts ;  and  in-* 
deed  enough  too.  I  own  very  readily,  that  the 
venereal  virus  is  different  from  the  pus  or  ichor, 
in  any  other  common  ulceration ;  efpecially  if 
the  infection  and  the  difeafe  is  local :  And  this  is 
reafonable ;  fince  their  rife  was  in  peculiar  hu- 
mours 5  as  the  humours  in  the  pudenda  in  either 

fex^ 


90      Formation  of  the  Venereal   Virus, 

fex,  have  fomething  remarkable  from  every  other  : 
For  neither  nature,  nor  art,  ever  made  any 
other  humour,  fmell  fo  peculiar,  as  that  within 
the  pudendum  muliebre  ;  which  from  a  clean 
and  found  female,  will  prove  to  the  amorous,  not 
difagreeable  before  the  embrace  ;  but  becomes 
naufeous  immediately  after  enjoyment.  This  is 
pure  nature  ;  and  intended  to  promote  inftin61 : 
For  which  reafon,  we  hnd,  that  this  governs  the 
brute  fpecies,  more  than  man.  It  is  this  peculi- 
arity, by  which  the  female,  of  the  brute  creation, 
for  the  moft  part,  invites  the  male  to  generation  ; 
and  by  which,  when  that  duty  of  nature  Is  com- 
pleated,  difmlffes  them  again  :  particularly  of  the 
promifcuous  kind.  This  the  notorious  vagabond 
Bampfylde  Moore  Carew  knew  how  to  ufe  as  an 
artifice  for  dog  dealing.  The  remarkablenefs  of 
this  no  doubt  is  In  the  lacuneous  mucus ;  and'  to 
that  humour,  I  afcribe  principally  the  firfl:  forma- 
tion of  the  venereal  virus.  1  here  is  peihaps,  not 
a  fluid  In  the  animal  oeconomy,  which  is  fo  liable 
to  decay,  and  looner  to  become  rancid  ;  and 
thence  we  fee  the  great  necefiity  of  cleanlinefs  in 
the  female  fex  ;  which,  even  by  infi:in61,  makes  us 
fo  very  feniible  of  the  difference,  and  fo  remark- 
ably difgufts  us  againff  an  unclean  woman. 

From  this  too,  there  offers  a  great  reafon,  why 
nature  chofe  to  place  the  genital,  and  urinary 
organs,  fo  contiguous  to  each  other.  May  we 
not  fuppofe,  that  this  wife  forecafl  was  intended 
to  walh  away  the  rancidnefs  of  thefe  humours, 
that  they  might  always  exifl:  frelh  ?  Indeed,  by 
this  provliivon,  we  have  it  greatly  In  our  power 
to  prevent  many  difagreeable  and  evil  confe- 
quences. 

By 
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By  this  opportunity,  I  cannot  help  obferving, 
that  there  is  more  virtue  in  urine,  than  we   are 
^ware  of  j  poor  people,  from  neceffity,  fometimes 
inake  it  a  fuccefsrul  remedy,  particularly  in  cu- 
taneous eruptions,  when  often  more  delicate  ap- 
plications have  failed  :  Nay,  it  has  been  propofed 
^s  a  fpecific  application  to  the  bite  of  a  mad  dog, 
and  other  infectious  diftempers ;  and  I  think  with 
fome  propriety   too.     Amongft    the  various  ob-      /\f 
fervations  in  the  book  of  nature,  it  is  worth  no-      ,  ^ 
tice,  that   dogs  are  fo   ready    to   urine  at  every       \ 
pofl,  or  corner,  where  they  fmell  fomething  fo      ^ 
peculiar,    by    which    they    are  induced  to   this 
pfficioufnefs. 

There  is  nothing  more  conducive  to  health  in 
general,  than  cleanlinefs,  but  particularly  in  this 
refpe61:  we  now  fpeak  of.  Cleanlinefs  in  a  woman, 
is  one  of  her  principle  virtues  and  ornaments.  It 
is  greatly  produdive  of  modefty,  and  chaflity  ; 
for  by  this  amiable  quality,  fhe  is  forever  pre-^ 
cious  of  her  perfon ,  and  freed  from  irritations 
occafionedby  rancid  humours,  whereby  the  mind 
fometimes  becomes  Simulated  to  luftful  deiircs  : 
"Rut,  it  is  quite  the  contrary  with  uncleanli- 
nefs;  of  which  we  Ihall  generally  find  that  incon- 
tinency  and  difeafes,  are  the  accompanying 
confequences.  So  that  from  the  care  of  the  bo^ 
dy,  we  may  with  fafety  judge  the  difpofition  of 
the  mind. 

Amongft  the  many  voluptuoufneiTes  of  the 
ancients,  their  baths  were  certainly  both  laudable, 
and  falutary  ;  and  though  they  were  to  the 
full  as  licentious  in  every  kind  of  debauchery  as 
in  the  prefent  age,  yet  they  oftener  efcaped  from 
falling  facrifices  to  thefe  vices  than  we,  on  ac- 
count 
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count  of  their  habitual  cleanlinefs  by  bathing  : 
And  it  is  not  unlikely,  that  from  the  fame  rea- 
fon,  they  were  more  healthy  and  robuft,  than 
in  our  days  ;  particularly  the  Romans.  It  Is  a 
matter  of  furprife,  that  this  falutary  cuilom  is  fo 
little  regarded,  in  this  refined  age  ;  lince  nature 
and  reafon,  fay  every  thing  that  is  good,  in  fa- 
vour of  it. 

Hitherto  I  have  mentioned  the  caufes  of  the 
venereal  virus,  though  not  flri^lly  fpeaking,  the 
poifon  itfelf ;  for  in  thefe  particulars,  there  is  a 
material  difference.  Agreeable  to  the  preceding, 
I  have  defcrlbed  a  humour  which  is  the  refult 
of  adfual  ulceration  in  the  vagina,  and  in  the 
pudendum  in  general,  from  exceffive  frldion 
and  promlfcuous  venery  only  ;  without  a  pre- 
vious Infedion. 

In  this  litaation,  I  am  Inclined  to  think,  a  wo- 
man would  infed  the  man  who  copulates  with 
lier,  particularly  if  he  is  young  and  fiery  ;  and 
efpecially  if  he  ejaculates,  though  fhe  herfelf, 
may  not  firi6fly.  be  faid  to  have  the  diforder, 
which  file  communicates.  This  I  am  apt  to  think 
is  very  often  the  cafe.  And  from  this  it  appears 
very  evident,  why  young  lads  in  the  hottefl 
paffion  of  youth,  are  more  eaiily  infeded,  than 
men  in  more  advanced  years  ;  and  this  clears  up 
likewife,  the  myflery,  why  a  wench  Ihall  infecf, 
one,  more  than  another ;  a  thing  very  frequent 
withdebauched  rakes;  v^^hich  often  breedswrangles 
amongfl  them  ;  as  there  are  various  opinions, 
concerning  Fanny's  honefly. 

How  this  Inff:6fion  may  be  perfe61ed,  will 
clearly  be  underftood,  when  we  duly  confi- 
der  the  a6t  of  coition,     A  man  cannot  exercife 

that 
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that  fandlon,  without  his  member  being  ere6^  ^ 
nov/  this  ere61ion,  is  nothing  but  a  diftention  of 
blood,  in  the  various  corpora  cavernofa ;  and 
which  is  the  more  fo,  as  he  is  vigorous  and  the 
velicuise  feminales  are  filled  with  the  femen.  The 
eagernefs,  the  delire,  pleafure,  and  violent  moti- 
ons of  his  body,  agitate  greatly  to  the  rarefac- 
tion of  the  v/hole  fanguiferous  mechanlfm : 
And  every  part  of  the  fabric  is  diftended  and 
exerted  to  its  utmofl:  at  the  crifis  of  the  ad.  In 
this  ftate.  It  Is  plain,  that  every  pore  is  opened, 
as  much  as  may  be ;  that  Is  to  fay,  the  ofticula, 
of  the  finer  ramifications  of  arteries,  veins  and 
lymphatic  veiTels,  are  all  diftended  to  their  great- 
eft  poffibility ;  and  at  that  time,  even  In  a  gentle 
perfpiration,  but  more  in  particular  every  part 
of  the  genital  organs. 

But  the  moment  the  feed  Is  ejaculated,  the 
fcene  is  changed,  and  there  Is  not  a  part  of  the 
whole  man  the  fame  as  before  ;  every  part,  which 
before  was  diftended,  now  fhrinks,  and  contrails, 
and  that  even  in  proportion  to  the  effort  of  the 
former  expanfion  ^  but  this  fudden  traniition, 
is  moft  fo  in  the  penis,  the  chief  member  con- 
cerned. 

At  this  time  of  unlverfal  contradion,  it  is 
natural  to  fuppofe,  that  the  member  muft  abforb 
part  of  the  furrounding  humours  ;  and  if  thefe 
are  of  the  corruptive  and  acrimonious  kind,  how 
is  it  poffible  that  they  fhould  not  compleat  an 
infedion  ?  But  this  infedlon  difpofes  itfelf  vari- 
oufly  ',  not  fo  much  by  chance,  as  one  might  be 
apt  to  fuppofe  ;  but  perhaps  partly  from  a  cor- 
refpondence  of  humours  ;  or  elfe  chiefly  as  the 
parts  are  moft  expofed,  and  by  the  frid;ion  be- 
come 
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come  tender  ;  by  which,  the  immediate  contact- 
is  the  clofer,  and  the  poifon  more  readily  im- 
bibed. 

If  the  abforption  is  externally,  in  the  praepuce, 
frasnum,  glans,  or  its  corona,  &c.  a  phymoiis^ 
paraphymolis,  fhankers,  &c.  will  gradually  make' 
their  appearance  :  But  if  the  raiafm  is  fuck'd  up 
into  the  urethra,  (which  is  for  the  riloft  part  the: 
cafe,  if  there  be  an  ejaculation)  a  gonorrhoea  will 
be  the  refult. 

Thus  the  virus  is  truly  compleated  ;  and  from 
that  time,  becomes  pofitively  infedious ;  whiUl: 
before,  it  v/as  merely  accidental  or  rather  con- 
ditionally fo,  principally  by  its  corruptive  qua- 
lity ;  wherein  it  differed  only  from  other  ulcerous 
matter,  in  regard  to  the  clofe  immediate  eonta<5f^ 
and  coincidence  with  limilar  humours. 

This  is  the  confequence  of  wenching,  and  the 
abufe  of  the  gifts  of  nature  ;  but  there  are  other 
caufes  of  infe^ion,  namely,  from  debaucheries, 
of  the  moil:  heinous,  unnatural,  and  diabolical 
nature.  Sum  up  all  the  vices  which  human  ideas 
can  poffibly  conceive  of  Satan,  and  they  are  alf- 
comprifed  in  that  unnatural  monfler^  and  fcandal 
to  human  nature,  a  Sodomite.  |What  a  deplorable 
wretch  1  However,  I  have  an  eifedual  remedy  in 
referve,  for  this  poor  devil,  before  I  clofe  the 
book  ;  we  will  therefore  proceed  to  the  chain  of 
our  fubjec^f. 

The  fodomites  have  at  tlrties  made  it  their 
plea,  that  they  were  not  fubje61:  to  the  venereal 
difeafe  j  but  they  have  been  grievoully  miftaken  ;• 
for  of  all  infedions,  theirs  is  the  moil  fhock- 
ing,  and  the  moft  obftinate  kind  of  any  ;  and  as 
to  the  catamites,  they  have  at  times  exhibited 
inoft  horrible  fpedacles,  I  am  aihamed  to  def- 
er Ibe 
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crlbe  the  ideas,  I  have  of  fuch  an  unnatural  and 
horrid  a6l  ;  nor  can  I  conceive,  what  can  induce 
thefe  monfters  to  a  paflion,  for  fuch  a  filthy  plea- 
fure.  Be  this  as  it  may  ;  the  inteflinum  re^^um 
abounds  with  mucous  glands,  particularly  about 
the  anus ;  and  thefe  glands  are  frequently  fome- 
what  difordered,  according  as  the  excrements 
are  loaded  with  acrimonious  humours  ;  but  in 
particular  the  hemorrhoids,  whether  the  iluentes, 
or  coecx,  are  ailments,  whofe  humours  have  a 
peculiar  acrimony,  and  likewife  more  or  lefs  in- 
fedious  ;  fo  that  in  this  part,  befides  the  natural 
infirmities,  that  it  is  fubjec?!:  to,  if  we  add  the  vio- 
lent fridlion  in  this  diabolical  a^l,  we  need  not 
wonder,  that  the  moil  pernicious  virus  may  be- 
come generated.  Nay,  if  we  fliould  even  objeA 
to  the  produdion  of  a  venereal  virus  from  excefs 
of  venery  the  natural  way,  from  this  now  menti- 
oned, it  cannot  be  objected  to  ;  and  that  the  firfl 
infedion  has  been  owing  to  this  crime,  and  that 
of  copulation  with  brutes,  many  judicious  au- 
thors have  (and  with  much  propriety)  advanced* 
How  far  however  I  have  reafoned,  and  how 
juflly,  I  leave  to  the  judgment  of  the  experienced 
reader  ;  who,  I  apprehend,  (if  prejudice  is  laid 
alide)  will  coincide  w^ith  my  opinion.  There  are 
various  other  caufes,  by  which  a  venereal  virus 
may  be  generated  ;  which  will,  however,  appear 
gradually  in  the  feries  of  our  examination.  I 
Ihall  therefore,  now  proceed  to  an  inquiry  into 
the  nature  of  this  fubtile  and  pernicious  poifon. 


Of 
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CHAP       IIL 

Of  the  ligature  of  the  Venereal  Virus, 

WHATEVER  iirfl:  gave  birth  to  the  vene- 
real virus,  whether  from  a  proniifcuous 
venery,  excefs  of  venery,  unnatural  venery,  un- 
cleanlinefs,  or  common  ulcerations ;  or  whether 
proceeding  from  an  adual  importation,  either 
from  the  Weft-Indies,  Coaft  of  Guinea,  or  any 
other  part  of  the  world,  we  will  leave  to  a  judg- 
ment from  the  preceding ;  lince  I  have  there 
given  it  as  my  opinion  that  each  may  produce, 
and  has  produced,  this  pernicious  diftemper.  We 
will  therefore  turn  our  fpeculation  to  an  exami- 
nation of  the  nature  of  this  difeafe  ;  and  wherein 
it  peculiarizes  itfelf  from  other  infecSlions. 

Previouily,  I  would  be  underftood  to  make  a 
proper  diftindion  betwixt  the  caufe  and  efFe6i, 
of  the  venereal  virus  5  that  is,  between  the  acri- 
mony, from  which  the  difeafe  may  be  pro- 
duced, and  the  difeafe  Itfelf;  as  the  infedion 
from  the  firfl:  is  only  accidental,  but  the  latter 
abfolute. 

In  fpeculations,  we  ought  ever  to  be  on  our 
guard,  not  to  launch  out  beyond  experience,  and 
obfervations  evident  to  our  fenfes ;  for  we  know 
not,  nor  can  we  know  any  thing  beyond  thefe 
bounds :  And  no  fooner  do  we  prefume  to  ftray 
beyond  fuch  limits,  but  we  become  like  a  helplefs 

bark 
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bark  in  a  boundlefs  ocean,  without  pilot  or  com- 
pafs. 

What  tlie  particles  of  the  venereal  virus  are, 
with  regard  tofubftance,  figure,  form,  or  magni- 
tude, 16  a  my  ft  cry  hid  from  human  ideas  ;  fuch 
fpeculations  are  as  idle,   as  they  are  ufele fs. 

Whatever  is  faid  of  their  angular,  and  prick- 
ling points,  and  that  they  muft  be  blunted,  made 
iquare,  round,  or  oblong,  &c.  is,  in  my  opinion, 
nothing  but  unintelligible  jargon. 

I'here  is  a  manifeft  dilTerence  between  mineral, 
vegetable  and  animal  fubftances  ;  and  in  confe- 
t]uence  of  which,  the  manner  of  their  generation, 
as  well  as  their  corruption,  are  equally  as  differ- 
ent. When  this  is  duly  confidered,  we  lliall  find 
a  great  dlf^indion,  between  the  acrimony  of 
animal  corruption,  from  an  animal  viius,  and 
that  from  a  mineral  produx5^ion, 

it  is  allowed  on  all  hands,  that  the  venereal  vi- 
rus, is  of  a  fharp  and  acrimonious  nature  ;  this 
is  wholly  true,  demonftraced  from  fad  experi- 
ence.. But  we  have  (in  my  opinion;  no  right  at 
all,  to  particularize  it  with  either  the  appellation 
xjf  falts  or  acids ;  for  it  is  evidently  oppofite 
to  both ;  fince  it  will  be  checked  by  either,  as 
we  fliall  have  occafion  to  prove  farther  bye  and 
bye. 

The  velicatorial  acrimony  in  cantharides, 
to  which  the  venereal  virus  has  a  near  refem- 
blance^  we  are  likewife  wont  to  derive  from  fa- 
line  particles ;  but  in  {d.d:,  a  chymical  procefs, 
will  not  produce  more  fait  from  thefe  infers, 
than  from  the  fame  quantity  of  any  other  kind. 

H  All 
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All  infe<?live  miafms,  have  In  common  an  acri^ 
mony,  which  fooner  or  later,  difcovers  a  corrup- 
tive quality  ;  and  indeed  have  likewife  fome  re-* 
femblance  to  the  deftroying  qualities  of  mineral 
corrolives ;  however,  they  are  fo  oppofite  in 
their  different  natures,  that  we  cannot,  with  the 
leaft  propriety,  give  the  fame  appellation  to  them 
both. 

It  is  a  truth  unlverfally  known,  that  falts  and 
acids  of  whatever  kind,  are  the  greatefl:  prefer- 
vatives  againft  putrefaction,  and  confequently  the 
generating  of  animalcula  ;  but  at  the  fame  time 
it  is  known  too,  that  a  virus  will  have  the  contrary 
effe6i-.  A  phagedenic  ulcer.  Is  not  only  of  a 
corruptive  quality,  but  is  likewife  foetid,  and  If 
negleded,  will  abound  with  animalcula  :  A  mi- 
neral phagedaenic  preparation  however,  will 
prove  an    immediate  antidote  to  this. 

A  quantity  of  cantharldes  when  left  to  themfelves 
in  the  open  air,  particularly  if  they  can  attra<^  fome 
nioiilure,  will  foon  fwarm  with  little  animals  of 
the  mite  fpecies,  Into  which  they  will  almoft  wholly 
degenerate  ;  but  if  they  be  Intermixed  with  cam- 
phor, falts,  or  other  anti-putrifying  ingredients, 
this  animal  tranfmutation  will  be  prevented,  the 
fame  as  the  preferving  of  any  other  animal  fub- 
ftance  ;  but  it  is  at  the  fame  time  worth  obferv- 
ing,  that  fuch  prefervatives  will  leiTen  the  epii- 
paftic  quality  of  them. 

The  more  we  fpeculate  on  the  many  maladies, 
to  which  the  animal  oeconomy  is  liable,  and  the 
many  deRructive  ways  in  which  they  ad,  the 
more  we  find  ourfelves  incapable  to  account  pro- 
perly for  any  fingle  one  of  them  :    A  man  fhall 

either 
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either  from  luxury,  bad  digeftion,  or  paffion  of 
anger,  get  a  bilious  and  putrid  fever,  and  breed  a 
contagion;  another  fhall  froin  a  bad  habit  of 
body,  get  the  itch,  and  fpread  it  to  all  who  co- 
habit with  him;  a  dog  Ihall  become  mad,  and 
by  his  bite,  fpread  this  deplorable  malady  to  any 
animal  without  diftindion ;  and  a  man  fhall  be- 
come poxed,  and  communicate  this  difeafe,  to  ail 
who  come  within  the  chain  of  an  immediate  con- 
ta6f  with  him.  All  are  pernicious,  though  each 
in  a  different  way  ;  and  all  the  conclulions  we 
can  form,  are,  that  the  miafm  of  each  kind  of  in^ 
fedion,  is  of  a  peculiar  nature,  and  attacks  fuch 
parts  of  the  animal  oeconomy,  as  firft  generated 
it,  over  which  it  has  the  greatefl  power,  and 
confequently  that  part  ieaft  able  to  reiift  its  cor- 
ruptive quality. 

One  infedion  will  attack  the  vifcera,  and  na- 
ture will  attempt  an  expullion  of  the  enemy  by 
copious  evacuations,  without  any  external  erup- 
tions:  Another  Ihall  leave  thefe  organs  without 
the  leafl:  molellation,  and  make  a  horrid  havock 
all  over  the  external  parts  :  One  difeafe  will  at- 
tack the  glands ;  another  the  nerves ;  one  the 
fluids;  v/hilft  another  the  folids,  &c. 

But  what  a  virulent  infe6lion  muft  that  be,  which 
attacks  every  part,  and  reduces  the  whole  fabric 
into  a  mafs  of  corruption !  The  venereal  dif- 
eafe will  gradually  be  this  horrible  malady.  But 
this  we  muft  reprefent  in  its  proper  light ;  for 
there  ought  to  be  a  proper  diftin6tion  of  the  va- 
rious infedions ;  and  likewife,  whether  it  is  re- 
cent, latent,  local,  or  univerfal ;  which  we  will 
farther  difcufs.    The  infedion  by  immediate  con- 
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13.8:  of  coition,  is  however  the  original ;  and  the 
fountain  of  all  the  refl ;  but  particularly  that  we 
are  now  fpeaking  of,  and,  which  is  primarily  of 
ail  ulcerous  quality.      Every  particular  part  of 
our  body,  has  a  peculiar  manner  of  corrupting  ; 
and   hence,  when  the  venereal  difeafe  becomes 
imiverfal,  there  is  then,    properly  fpeaking,   as 
marly  different  difeafes,  as  there  are  peculiar  hu- 
mours infeded  and  corrupted ;  for  which  reafon, 
there  is  a  wide  difference  between  a  recent  and  lo- 
cal infection,  and  that  w^hich  is  fecondary,  and  be- 
comes liniverfal :   As  the  firft  is  confined  to  the 
parts  where  the  infediion  was  received;  but  the 
latter,  a  production  of  a  variety  of  other  new  ones. 
All  infedions  have  this  in  common,  that  they 
difcover  themfelves  with  inflammation  and  ulcera- 
tion of  the  parts  which  firft  received  the  poifon  ; 
whether  the  contagion  ftruck  root  externally,  or 
internally  ;    (few  excepted)    Thus  in  the  fmall- 
pox,  if  by  inoculation,  the  part  infedied  will  in- 
flame and  ulcerate  ;  and  fo   in  the  bite  of  a  mad 
dog.     U,  however,  the  infedtion  of  the  fmall-pox/ 
S   ;     was  contracted  the  natural  way,  (as  it  is  termed) 
/  /      drawn  in  by  infpiration,    the  contagion    taking 
)  S    root  in  the  throat  or  lungs,  as  is  frequently  the 
''  •    cafe,  we  then  find,  that  a  horfenefs,  cough,  &c. 
attend  the  firft  fymptoms ;  but  if  it  was  imbibed 
by  the  pores,  as  fometimes  happens,  an  eryfipe- 
latuous  inflammation  firll  makes  its  appearance. 
There  is  one  thing  more  to  be  obferved  of  in- 
.  L^/'feftion,  and  wherein  it  diflinguiflies  itfelf,  from 
^        fuch  kinds  of  corruptions,  as  proceed  from  mine- 
/  ^        ral  corrofives ;    and   that  is,  the  venom  from  in- 
iedtlon  will  lie  concealed,  and  appear  dormant  for 
'   .  fome 
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fome  time  before  It  operates  ;  whllft  mineral  cor- 
ix)iives  will  attack  the  particles  immediately  upon 
conta^l.     The  hrfl:  will  operate  flowly  in  an  in-:j 
crealing  fiate,    and  gradually   become   violent ;  \ 
whilft  the  latter,  on  the  contrary,  will  attack,  vior- 1 
kntly,  and  gradually  lofe  their  eiFe^l. 

From  all  thefe  obfervations,  I  think  It  appears 
plain,  that  the  miafm  of  the  venereal  virus,  can 
neither  be  termed  {hVine  nor  acid  ;  and  that  it 
has  other  effe^ls  and  operations  in  the  animal 
oeconomy,  than  hitherto  the  terms  of  art  have 
been  Capable  to  convey  a  proper  idea  of.  ll)e 
do<?trine  of  animalcula  has  been  received  at  times 
with  applaafe  ;  and  carries  yet  a  great  fway  at 
prefentwith  many  :  The  celebrated  Boile,  (whom. 
Dr.  Aflruc  falutes  with  the  appellation  of  Quack), 
very  ingenioufly  endeavoured  to  eflabliili  a  doc- 
trine, that  all  difeafes,  of  whatever  kind,  proceed- 
ed from  animalcula  ^  in  which,  by  the  help  ot  a. 
ftratagem,  he  was  alraoft  as  fuccefsful  as  the  inge- 
nious Mr.  Leewenhock  :  Be  this  however  as  it 
may,  there  appears  more  excufe  for  thefirfl:,  than 
for  the  latter,  though  both  evidently  wrong. 

It  cannot  be  denied,  that  almoil  all  cutaneous  _ 
and  ulcerous  diftempers  (if  left  to  themfelves) 
will  abound  with  animalcula  of  various  kinds ; 
which  are  not  only  obfervable  with  microfcopes, 
but  even  at  times  with  the  naked  eye.  But  here 
animalcula,  on  due  reflection,  are  the  proda6iioii 
of  the  corrupted  particles,  feparated  by  the  mi-^ 
afm  of  the  virus  ;  and  therefore,  neither  this,  nor 
the  appearance  of  the  pus,  ichor,  or  foetid  matter, 
^an  charavflerize  the  contagious  miafai  5  as  the 
H  3  one 
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one  is  a  fubtile  peculiar  fpirit  (if  we  may  fo  term 
it)  whilll  the  others  are  the  grofTer  corrupted 
dregs. 

But  not  to  make  thefe  enquiries  too  tedious,  I 
Ihall  only  obferve,  that  (to  my  ideas)  the  miafm 
of  the  venertal  virus,  is  an  animal  acrimony,  dif- 
ferent from  either  ialine  or  acid  particles,  or  ani- 
malcula  ;  but  of  an  effed  diiferent  from  either ; 
namely,  an  intelxine  anlraalatious  aptitude,  to 
unite  intimately  with  particular  humours,  or  fo- 
lids  ;  whereby  it,  from  a  propensity  of  convert- 
ing the  order  of  nature  in  thofe  parts,  which  it 
attacks,  irritates  and  infiames  them ;  tears  loofe 
the  particles,  and  thereby  deftroys  the  ll:amina 
of  the  fubftance,  and  thence  caufes  exulcerations. 
Now  this  quality  of  the  venereal  virus,  I  can  ex- 
prefs  by  no  other  term,  than  an  inflammable  ani- 
malatious  acrimony,  primatively  peculiar  to  lym- 
phadc  humours,  and  glandulous  fubftances :  And 
the  infection  and  progrefs,  of  this  acrimonious 
miafra,  in  the  animal  acrimony,  I  conceive  to 
operate  {omewhat  iimilar  to  peculiar  feed  fowed  in 
a  fertile  foil  ;  where  it  will  vegetate,  and  generate 
more  of  its  own  fpecies  ;  though  with  this  differ- 
ence, that  both  parties  in  the  animal  ^^egetation, 
or  animalation  concerned  in  the  infe<5fion,  will 
have  a  peculiar  animation  ;  whereby  they  will 
ever  be  in  pain  and  oppolition  to  each  other ;  fo 
that  the  fliarpnefs  of  the  acrimony  confifts  more 
in  the  vivacity  and  a6fivenefs  of  the  miafm,  than 
in  any  pointed  particles  that  it  can  poffibly  have 
in  common  with  falts  or  acidities,  peculiar 
to  any  mineral  corrolive  fubilances. 

Of 
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IT  now  follows  in  Gourfe  to  defciibe  the  various 
Infedllons  to  which  this,  malady  makes  us 
fubje6^.  It  will  not  be  improper,  firft,  to  confider 
the  nature  of  an  infection  iii  general.  Through- 
out nature,  there  is  a  fbruggle  between  felf-prefer- 
vation  and  decay  5  both  are  ordained  by  the  in- 
compreheniible  first  cause,  as  abfolulely  re- 
quiiite  to  fupport  the  univerfal  chain  o(  exiftence  : 

Thus,  "  All  fubfift,  by  elemental  ftrifc  ^ 
"  And  pafTions,  are  the  elements  of  life." 

Whatever  body,  whether  mineral,  vegetable, 
or  animal,  which  continues  its.  proper  courfe 
prefer ibed  by  nature,  is. found  ;  but  if  that  courfe 
is  difturbed,  (by  whatever  caufe)  a  decay,  imme- 
diately takes  place  ;  and  would  naturally  com- 
inu.nlcate  itfelf  to  every  thing  of  the  fame  kind, 
if  connected  by  the  immediate  contad  into  one 
body ;  unlefs  the  progrefs  of  this  corruption 
was  interrupted. 

^1  4  This 
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This  aptitude  or  communication  of  decay  k 
infedion,  in  the  general  fenfe  ;  of  which  there  arc 
as  many  kinds,  as  fubftances,  and  difeafes.  In  re- 
gard however  to  the.  animal  oeconomy,  there  are. 
t'-^'ofpeciesof  infe(9:ionj  namely,  the  primary,  and; 
the  fecondary.  The  primary  i$_  again  of  two  kinds;, 
either  by  ciofe  contact  of  parts,  or  by  the  effluvia  of 
the  miafm  fufpended  In  the  air  contracted  at  feme 
cliftance.  Th'efe  defrnitions  are  not  however  fo 
arbitrary,  2l^  fome  have  feemed  to  underftand 
them  ;  for  every  diilemper  wlilch  Is  actually  con- 
tagious at  clofe  conta6l,  is  liable  to  become  moi^e 
or  lefs  fo,  at  fome  dlfl:ance.  This  Is  very  natural 
to  fuppofe,  as  the  circumambient  air,  or  the  at- 
mofphere  of  difeafed.  perfons,  muft  be  more  or 
lefs  filled  with  the  miafmatic  contagion  of  the 
difeafe  they  labour  under.  But  the  aptitude  of 
the  found  perfon,  to  contra6l  this  contagious 
miafm,  varies,  not  only  in  proportion  to  the  ftate 
he  then  is  in,  but  according  as  thofe  parts  are  ex- 
pofed  to  the  infe61ion,  which  have  a  peculiar  pro-- 
pcnlity  to  become  injured  and  aifeded  by  the 
contagious  poifon.  From  thefe  natural  conclu- 
sions we  fhall  be  able,  clearly  to  comprehend, 
the  many  peculiar  pha?nomena  of  the  various  in- 
fedions  of  the  d liferent  degrees  of  the  lues 
venerea. 

The  fir (1:  kind  of  infe^lion,  (and  indeed,  in  my 
humble  opinion,  the  primitive  caufe  of  this  dif- 
eafe) is  that  which  is  contra61:ed  from  an  ulcera- 
tion; but  more  particularly  In  the  lacunary  glands, 
in  the  pudenda,  in  both  fexes :  For  example,  a" 
woman,  whofe  vagina,  or  pudendum  in  general 
is  ulcerated,  either  from  uncleanlinefs,  whereby 
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the  mucous  humours  are  become  acrimonious ; 
a  Hiarp  fiiior  albus;  phagedasnic  catamenia  ;  or 
^xcefs  of  promiicupus  venery  .  A  woman  in  fuch 
a  l^ate,  is  liable  to  infe61;,  though  flie  is  not  her- 
felf  poiitively  infe<f\ed  :  but  then  this  infedion  is 
conditional ;  fhe  may  not  perhaps  infe6^  one  who 
is  accuftomed  to  copulate  with  her,  for  reafons  I 
have  mentioned  before  ;  but  if  fhe  is  eagerly  em- 
braced, by  a  young,  fiery,  and  delicate  man,  or 
even  a  ftranger  to  her  perlbn,  I  think  there  can 
be  no  room  left  to  doubt  an  infedion ;  at  leaft  I 
ihali  always  think  fo.  In  the  fame  manner,  a 
man  may  tnfed  a  woman;  for  example,  when 
the  fmall  glands  about  the  corona  glandis  penis, 
and  withm  the  praepuce  are  become  ulcerated, 
and  form  a  kind  of  fhankers,  which  have  had  no 
previous  infe61ion,  and  only  take  their  rife  either 
from  negled  of  walhing  the  penis,  in  thofe  fub- 
je6^s,  who  have  filberd  prgepuces;  or  which  is  for 
the  moft  part  the  cafe,  proceeding  from  onanious 
fri^^ions;  in  which  cafe  the  acrimony  may  be  e- 
qually  as  foon  introduced  into  the  lacuna  glands  of 
the  vagina;  and  the  morefo.,  as  the  woman  is  deli- 
cate, and  the  embrace  ardent :  But  this  latter  in- 
fe6lion,  is.  not  fo  often  as  the  firft,  from  two  rea- 
sons ;  firft,  men  are  not  fo  fubjedl  to  thefe  origi- 
nal ulcers,  as  v/omen  ;  and  fecondly,  at  fuch  a 
time,  they  are  rendered  more  unable  for  coition, 
than  women  in  the  fame  flate.  ' 

The  fecond  kind  of  infection  is  more  abfolute  ; 
and  that  is  the  infection  of  the  venereal  virus  it- 
felf,  by  coition.  No  one  doubts  of  the  truth  of 
this;    yet  there  are  queflions  under   this  head, 
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which  it  may  not  be  improper  here  rationally  tOs 
enquire  into. 

Firft,  Why  one,  who  is  very  fllgktly  affe^ed 
with  the  difeafe,  iliall  infedi  another  yery  virulent^ 
]y ;  and  vice  verfa,  why  one  moft  virulently  af- 
fected, fhall  infedt  another  very  {lightly  ;  and 
e~ven  another  ihall  efcape  I  Thefe  are  fads,  knowj^ 
both  to  patients  and  furgeons.  In  anfwer  to  this, 
I  ihall  only  obferve,  the  infcd:ion  depends  not 
fo  much  on  the  quantity  of  the  virus,  as  on  the. 
aptitude,  and  conllitution  of  the  perfon  who  con- 
tracts the  miafm  of  the  virus  ;  This  we  find  like- 
wife  verified  in  the  fmall-pox  ;  where  various  fubr 
je6fs  fhall  be  infe6fed  from  one  patient,  even  hav-^, 
ing  the  diftinQ:  kind  ;  and  each  who  is  become 
infedted,  with  the  fame  contagion,  fhall  undergcx 
a  different  fate  :  One  fhall  have  a  mild  diftind: 
kind  ;  whilft  another  fhall  die  a  horrible  fpe^a-\ 
cle  in  the  confluent. 

Secondly,  Why  a  perfon  Siall  infed  another,^ 
moft  virulently,  whilfl:  at  the  time  of  infediioj^,, 
there  is  not  the  leafi:  fymptom  of  the  difeafe  ? 
We  muft  here  obferve,  that  the  perfon  was  pre- 
vioufly  infedted,  and  copulated  with  another,  be-n 
fore  the  fymptoms  had  made  their  appearance  ;. 
and  therefore,  notwithftanding  its  not  appearing 
externally,  may  communicate  the  miafm  to  the 
found  perfon ;  and  this  has  been  too  often  the  cafe. 
Or  elfe,  the  copulation  was,  when  the  afiedted 
perfon  was  juft  getting  well,  and  the  difeafe  fa 
mild,  as  not  to  caufe  fymptoms  of  virulency :. 
for  in  either  cafe,  it  Is  as  much  infediious,  as  ia 
the  greatefi:  virulency,  to  a  found  fubje6l ;  whofc 
pores  are  open,  and  who,  from  a  delicate  irritabi- 
lity, has  an  aptitude  to  contrad  the  infed:Ion. 

Thirdly^ 
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Thirdly,  At  what  period  of  coition  the  Infec- 
tion takes  place  ?  To  anfwer  this,  we  mull:  ob- 
ferve,  there  are  two  kinds  of  coition  5  a  true,  and 
fpurious.  In  both,  there  is  a  clofe  contad:  of 
parts ;  but  in  the  real,  there  is  an  adtual  union  ; 
and  in  that  moment,  a  continued  circulation  of 
the  fluids.  Belides  this,  the  ejaculation  on  both 
parties,  is  the  criiis  of  this  united  contadb,  and  in- 
verts the  courfe  of  the  united  circulation  ;  fo, 
that  before,  there  was  an  adiual  excretion  of  hu- 
mours in  thefe  parts  ;  but  afterwards  a  raanifeft^ 
fecretlon,  or  rather  an  abforption,  from  the 
univerfal  contraction  of  the  parts,  in  the  adt  of 
flaccidity.  Hence  it  appears,  that  the  whole 
time  is  infectious  ^  but  in  particular,  after  the 
time  of  ejaculation. 

Fourthly,  Whether  there  are  any  prefervatives? 
Moft  certainly  there  are  ;  but  fo  far  only,  as  to 
deftroy  the  miafm,  already  imbibed  :  But  for  the 
common  method  in  pradilce,  (viz.)  wafhing ; 
either,  before,  or  after  coition,  can  have  but  very 
little  effed:  5  fince,  the  feat  of  the  miafm  is  root- 
ed deeper,  both  in  the  perfon  affedied  with  the 
difeafe,  and  the  parts  infedied,  than  what  any  lim- 
ple  lotion,  may  reach,  or  come  at  :  Yet,  the 
pradiice  is  commendable ;  and  may  perhaps  con- 
tribute to  vizards  prefervation.  Here,  I  cannot 
help  taking  notice,  of  that  foojifh  pradiice,  to 
call  it  no  worfe,  of  machinery. 

li  it  was  an  adiual  prefervative  againfi:  infec- 
tion, which  there  is  fome  appearance  of,  there 
might  he  fome  excufe,  though  then  but  very  lit- 
tle ;  for  It  differs,  in  my  opinion,  but  few  degrees, 
cither  from  onanifm.  or  fodomy  itfelfj  and  can  moll: 

certainly 
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certainly,  neither  give  pleafureg  nor  fatlsfa(51-ian  ^ 
but  to  their  grief,  they  have  found  themfelves 
miftaken  very  frequently :  For  the  real  miafnij 
is  an  effluvia  ;  and  whilft,  after  the  ejaculation, 
there  is  a  reverfion  of  all  the  fiuids,  particularly 
about  the  genital  parts,  the  mlafm  may  be  con- 
trailed  in  more  places,  than  the  penis  or  vagina  : 
And  hence,  thofe  diabolical  debauchees,  have,  by 
this  difguftful  and  unnatural  pra6Hce,  been  lulled 
afleep,  'till  buboes,  fhankers,  porri,  vevruca?,  con-= 
dylomata,  &c.  have  awaked  them  ;  and  given 
them  notice,  that  they  were  over  head  and  ears 
in  the  pox. 

The  third  kind  of  infe<StioM,  is  that  which  is 
contra6led  by  other  means  than  coition.  Of  this 
there  is  likewife  no  doubt.  But  in  that  cafe  the. 
patient  mufl  be  more  than  locally  difeafed  ;  and 
the  malady,  is  then  becom.e  univerfal :  For  in  that 
flatCj  there  are  fo  many  dife'ent  parts,  and  hu- 
mours injured,  that  there  can  be  no  contact  of- 
any  parts  of  the  body,  but  what  fome  humour,^ 
muft"  coincide  wiih  others  of  the  fame  afFeded. 
This  kind  of  infection,  may  be  effected  two 
ways ;  either  by  clofe  contact,  or  by  the  effluvia 
of  the  miafm  in  the  air. 

In  regard  to  the  clofe  contad:  of  parts,  fuch, 
we  find  effected  ;  firft,  by  lafclvious  ofculation  ;' 
in  which  cafe,  the  lips,  the  tongue,  and  throat, 
v/ijl  be  infe6^ed,  and  become  fore  and  ulcerated." 
Secondly,  wet-nurfing  ;  either  an  afre6ied  nurfe' 
to  a  fucking  child,  or  an  infecled  child  to  infe6i: 
the  nurfe  ;  in  either  cafe  the  breafls  or  the  mouth 
will  firft  difcover  the  infediion.  Thirdly,  by  fleep- 
ing  in  the  fame  bed  -,  particularly  where  there  is 
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a  clofe  contadt  of  parts  ;  and  efpecially,  if  the 
patient  has  venereal  ulcers,  a  venereal  itch,  or  a 
profufe  fweat  :  In  fuch  cafes  there  Is  great  pro- 
bability of,  and  room  for,  infection.  Fourthly,  by 
a  kind  of  accidental  inoculation  of  the  virus  ;  ei- 
ther by  an  accidental  cut,  (as  has  been  difagreea- 
bly  experienced  by  furgeons,  and  proved  a  trou- 
blefoihe  affair)  or  other  wife  introduced,  from  a 
venereal  ulcer,  to  that  of  an  ordinary  kind  ; 
which  likewife  has  been  experienced. 

When  however,  the  very  atmofphere,  of  the 
venereal  patient  becomes  infed:ious,  his  condition 
muft  be  deplorable  indeed  ;  for  then  he  has  not 
only  the  confirmed  lues,  but  the  fluids,  as  well 
as  the  folids,  are  then  adiually  in  a  f^ate  of  cor- 
ruption. This  is  the  condition  which  the  An- 
tients  called  the  leprofy  ;  as  well  amongft  the 
Ifraelites,  as  other  nations,  even  of  a  more  mo- 
dern date.  Which  Ihall  be  more  fully  treated 
of  hereafter. 

Under  this  head,  it  may  not  be  amifs  to  folve 
the  queftion.  Why  a  perfon,  who  is  airaid  of  any 
contagious  diftemper,  Ihall  be  more  apt  to  be  in- 
fedted,  than  another,  who  has  no  dread  nor  ap- 
prehenfion  of  it  ?  The  truth  of  this  afTertion  has 
been  fufhciently  experienced  ;  particularly  with 
the  fmall-pox,  to  admit  of  any  farther  doubt  5 
though  fome  have  denied  it,  but  injudicioufly. 
Throughout  the  animal  oeconomy,  there  is  a 
fpirit  of  felf-prefervation  implanted  by  natural 
inlbnd: ;  from  which  every  part  in  the  whole  ani- 
mal fabric  retreats  (as  it  were)  at  the  approach  of 
danger;  and  all  the  external  v^iTds,  combine 
with  an  univerfal   contradion,    to    Ihelter   the 

grand 
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grand  provlfion  of  life,  the  fluids.  Hence,  we  fee 
in  the  emotions  of  fear  and  terror,  that  the  blood 
forfakes  the  external  parts,  and  takes  fhelter  with- 
in ;  which  is  vifible  from  the  palenefs  of  the 
cheeks  and  lips,  and  other  emotions  pictured  on 
the  countenance.  Now  it  follows  plainly,  that 
whilft  the  body  is  in  this  ftate,  there  muft,  flrom 
this  retreat  of  the  fluids,  be  an  aptitude  to  abforb 
the  circumambient  air,  in  the  pores  5  and  confe- 
quently,  the  contagion  which  the  atmofphere  may 
contain.  But  on  the  contrary  ;  if  a  perfon  is  not 
inthnidated,  the  fluids  continue  their  due  regular 
courfe  ;  in  which  fiate  the  body  is  in  a  gentle 
perfpu^ation,  and  therefore,  not  fo  apt  to  imbibe 
the  miafm  of  the  contagion.  From  this,  we  fee 
likewife,  the  propriety  of  taking  fomething  aro- 
matic and  cardiac  as  a  prefervative,  at  the  vifiting 
contagious  patients;  fince  thereby  our  fluids 
'may  preferve  their  due  circulation,  and  our  body 
a  perfpiration  ;  and  thus  become  more  enabled  to. 
refiil:  an  infedion.  A 

But  to  return  to  the  confirmed  lues*  When  this 
deplorable  malady  has  made  its  way  univerfally 
through  the  whole  fabric,  and  commenced  a 
corruption,  the  patient  becomes  abfolutely  con- 
tagious by  his  atmofphere  :  If  however,  under 
a  proper  courfe  of  cure,  the  evaporation  of  the  me- 
dicines, (if  they  are  truely  in  oppolition  to  the 
difl:emper)  will  likewife  dellroy  the  miafm  of  the 
contagion  :  This  we  have  happily  experienced 
from  the  ufe  of  mercury  ;  ( as  the  only  antidote 
againf^  this  malady,  that  can  be  depended  on, 
yet  difcovered)  which  from  its  volatility,  fo  per- 
fe^^ly  deilroys  the  venereal  contagion^  as  to  pre- 
vent 
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vent  all  infedlon  this  way.  From  whence,  fuch 
infe6lion  has  not  been  admitted  of  by  fome  wri- 
ters; but  were  they  to  try  the  experiment.  In  a 
confirmed  lues,  without  mercury,  they  would 
foon  find  themfelves  grievoully  mifiaken. 

Hitherto  I  have  treated  only  of  the  primitive 
infe6lions,  and  the  various  ways  this  difeafe  m:iy 
be  firft  contradied  :  It  is  ealily  concluded  from 
thence,  that  the  progrefs  and  afped:  thereof,  muft 
vary  accordingly.  I  Ihall  therefore  in  courfe, 
mention  the  fecondary  or  continued  infecftion. 
This  is  what  happens  within  the  patient  himfelf  • 
and  may  come  to  pafs  many  different  ways. 

Of  all  the  infedions  before-mentioned,  that 
contracted  by  coition,  is  the  mof^  common,  and 
certain  ;  and  from  which,  the  dif^emper  is  always 
local;  (that  is)  confined  to  particular  parts,  and 
a  propenlity  to  an  external  difcharge.  Whilft 
it  is  in  this  flate,  nature  is  forever  guarding 
againft  the  enemy's  encroachment,  and  continu- 
ally bulled,  to  expel  more  and  more,  the  morbi- 
fic matter.  When  however,  this  effort  of  nature, 
is  difturbed  or  repulfed,  either  by  the  virus  be- 
coming too  powerful,  by  negled:,  and  irregula- 
rity of  the  patient,  or  improper  method  of  cure, 
the  virulent  particles  gain  admiffioninto  the  blood; 
with  which  it  circulates,  and  in  fa6f,  breeds  as 
many  infections,  as  there  are  different  fluids,  and 
folids,  which  the  virus  corrupts  and  attacks.  And 
thus  generate  fuch  a  multiplicity  of  difeafes,  as  is 
fcarce  credible  to  fuppofe,  Ihould  take  their  com- 
mencement from  this  foundation. 

There  are  a  number  of  ways  about  the  privates 
where  the  infedion  by  cpition  makes  its  firfl  ap- 
pearance ; 
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fjearance  ;  but  that,  moft  common,  is  the  gonor- 
rhoea. The  reft  of  this  diforder,  is  feldom  at 
firft  fo  deep,  as  to  affed:  the  feminal  or  other  parts^ 
yet  by  whatever  caufes  that  this  courfe  is  difturb- 
ed,  the  neighbouring  parts  become  tainted,  and 
the  virus  v»^ill  eaufe  d liferent  difturbances  belides 
thofe  firft  contradied  :  Hence,  bubos,fwelled  tef- 
tides,  &:c.  When  the  poiibn  is  expelled  from  thefe 
parts  again,  without  either  returning  to  its  former 
channel,  or  being  deftroyed^  it  cannot  fail  of  fall- 
ing oii  feme  other  parts-,  or  elfe  be  introduced 
into  the  whole  mafs  of  blood,  and  be  liable  to 
become  univerfal.  The  many  different  caufes,  by 
which  fuch  a  fecondary,  or  continued.,  and  uni- 
verfal infection,  may  be  effcdied,  I  fhall  explain 
more  at  large,  in  my  fucceeding  chapters  5  only 
here  obferve,  that  the  progrefs  of  fuch  fpreading, 
-adts  as  different  as  the  fubjcts,  labouring  under 
the  mialady,  vary :  Namely,  in  fome,  very  rapidly 
and  virulent ;  while  in  others,  flow  and  latent ; 
in  fome  they  are  tradtable  and  eaiily  removed  | 
in  others  iiubborn  and  deeply  rooted  in  the  very 
flamina  of  their  whole  compolition. 

It  would  be  too  tedious,  I  fear,  here,  to  en« 
quire  firidtly,  into  the  reafon  of  the  different 
proceedings  of  this  polfon^  however,  the  gene- 
ral caufe  thereof,  refults  from  the  difpofition,  of 
the  fluids  and  folids  in  the  fubjed:  affeded. 

lliere  are  difeafes,  which  are  in  their  nature, 
in  oppofition  to  each  other,  and  will,  like  anti- 
dotes, deftroy  each  other's  power  and  rapidity  5 
whilft  others  again,  vail  join,  and  aid  each  other's 
deftrudive  quality.  A  perfon  will  one  time,  be 
in  a  habit  of  body,  to  repel,  and  rejed  a  difeafe, 

which 
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which  at  another  time,  he  Ihall  fall  a  facrifice  to ; 
though  at  the  time  of  the  infediion,  apparently 
in  an  equal  fiate  of  health.  But  in  the  general 
courfe,  (though  not  without  exception)  young, 
hot,  d.^lve,  and  tenfe  fibred  confiitutions,  fuffcr 
more  in  the  venereal  difeafe,  and  are  more  liable 
to  fevere,  and  rapid  continued  infe^lion,  than 
laxer,  and  more  phlegmatic  fubjeds.  Hence  it 
is  evident,  and  this  is  confirmed  by  experience, 
that  women  in  general,  fuffer  not  fo  much  by 
the  infection,  as  men  -,  for,  befides  the  laxnefs 
of  their  fibres,  their  fluids  are  more  mild  and 
plentiful,  the  whole  body  more  tradable,  and 
of  courfe  eafier  cured. 

On  the  whole  however,  every  thing  Inflam- 
mable, whether  paiTionate  emotions,  drinking,  or 
other  irregularities  of  life,  raufl  always  be  con- 
lidered  as  fuel  to  this  pernicious  fire ;  and  w^ill 
ever  promote  a  virulent  conflagration  of  the 
whole  fabric. 

There  is  a  manlfefl  diflference  in  the  progrefs 
of  the  fecondary,or  continued  infedilon, regarding 
the  contagion,  as  it  w^as  firfl:  contradied  :  The  in- 
fedlion  vifible  from  a  gonorrhoea,  is  the  mofl  evi- 
dent, but  at  the  fame  time,  the  eaiiefi:  to  get  rid 
of ;  fince  the  enemy  makes  an  open  attack,  and 
alarm.s  the  patient,  to  apply  proper  remedies  : 
But  wdien  the  infe6lIon  is  immediately  conveyed 
to  the  blood,  and  there  lurks  about  flyly,  it  then 
ads  the  part  of  an  afTafiin,  under  the  cloak  of 
innocence,  and  gives  the  patient,  unawares,  the 
mortal  flab  ;  whereby  he  is  roufed,  but  too  late 
from  his  lethargic  fecurity  :  And  this  has  too 
often  been  experienced  hy  the  diabolical  prac- 
tice of  machinery. 

I  But 


114     Infection  of  the  Venereal  Disease. 

But  It  is  a  pity,  that  the  moft  innocent  Ihoiild 
undergo  this  hard  fate,  equal  with  the  deferving  : 
Such  as  the  infant  from  its  nurfe  5  or  a  nurfe  from 
fuckling  an  infe6ied  infant  :  What  mifchief,  fuch 
an  infediion  has  occafioned,  is  well  known  to  many 
fuiferlng  families,  and  the  experienced  faculty. 
Evils  have  arifen  from  fuch  undeferved  infedion, 
by  which  not  only  health,  but  peace  and  confi- 
denoe,  have  been  driven  from  the  conjugal  bed  ! 
Namely,  that  nurfes  who  have  fuckled  infeded 
children,  have  communicated  the  infedtion  moft 
vh-ulently  again  to  their  huibands  by  coition. 
The  truth  of  this  has  been  much  doubted  ;  though 
on  mature  coniideration,  there  is  nothing  fur- 
prizing  in  it ;  for  as  it  is  a  difeafe  that  chiefly  at- 
tacks the  genital  parts,  why  fhould  the  continued 
infedtion  not  affeft,  and  vent  itfelf  In  the  various 
parts  of  the  pudendum,  as  well  as  any  other  part 
of  the  body  ?  For  in  the  confirmed  lues,  when 
the  miafmatic  virus  has  contaminated  the  whole 
body  with  an  ulcerous  corruption,  the  genitals 
generally  open  the  tragic  fcene  ;  next  all  the 
glands,  and  at  length  the  mofl:  indurated  folids 
of  the  animal  fabric  :  Though  this  progrefs  Is. 
by  no  means  a  general  rule. 

But  of  all  infedlions,  that  which  Is  hereditary, 
is  certainly  the  mofl:  flubborn  ;  and  I  fear  it  is 
beyond  the  art  of  man,  to  eradicate  thofe  miaf- 
matic particles,  which  have  been  ingrafted  in  the 
very  rudiments  of  their  generation.  It  is  feldom 
fuch  children  grow  up  ;  as  that  feed  of  poifon, 
wh!ch  is  fo  univerfally  fowed  in  their  compoliti- 
on,  generally  ends  their  fhort,  though  miferable 
fiay,  in  a  manner  too  vifible  to  doubt  the  caufe 

of 
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of  the  pitiable  end  they  make  ;  dying  fometlmes 
a  meer  mafs  of  external  and  internal  corruption. 
And  if  they,  by  perpetual  ftruggles,  even  gather 
years,  it  is  but  then  dragging  a  life  of  infirmity, 
and  innumerable  difeafes ;  forever  Grangers  to 
the  blefled  enjoyment  of  health.  What  fuch  pa- 
rents, who  thus  have  entailed  mifery  on  their 
off-fpring,  have  to  anfwer  for,  muft  be  left  to 
their  own  confciences  to  coniider. 

On  the  whole,  there  is  not  an  infection  which 
becomes  fo  univerfally  deftru^iive  to  every  part 
of  the  human  body,  as  the  venereal  virus ;  there 
are  miaiixis  of  other  fpecies,  which  ad:  upon  the 
animal  oeconomy  at  times,  with  greater  rafhnefs 
than  this,  though  more  confined  in  their  deftruc- 
live  quality  ;  but  it  is  fcarce  poffible  to  mention 
any  one  ailment,  but  what  the  progrefs  of  this 
malady  will  produce,  or  at  leali:  make  a  refem- 
blance  of;  fo  that  like  Pandora's  box.  It  contains 
all  the  difeafes  incident  to  human  nature. 

To  conclude,  I  Hiall  beg  leave  to  remind  the 
purfuers  of  licentioufnefs,  that  this  is  not  the 
greateft  corruption  debauchery  produces  5  the 
mind  is  at  the  fame  time,  yet  more  pernicioufly  ■ 
contaminated.  As  the  venereal  virus  gives  birth 
to  the  mofl  malignant  and  horrid  difeafes,  that 
the  body  can  be  afHided  with;  fo  lafcivious  gra- 
tifications and  debauchery,  are  that  pernicious 
virus,  which  corrupts  and  converts  every  good 
quality,  into  the  moft  heinous  vices  :  Whereby 
thofe  Haves  to  falfe  pleafure,  become  not  only 
completely  wretched  within  themfelves,  but  a 
peftilence  and  nuifance  to  fociety. 

I  z  CHAP. 
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HAVING  thus  prepared  the  way,  let  us  now 
enter  upon  an  enquiry  into  the  progrefs 
and  confequences  of  the  malady  itfelf.  What 
is  meant  by  the  firil  infedlion  has  been  explained 
in  the  preceding  chapter  ;  we  will  therefore  now 
coniider  the  various  confequences  and  eiFed:s 
thereof. 

There  are  four  ways  by  which  the  firfl  infec- 
tion may  be  communicated  :  The  firft,  and  moft 
abfolute,  is  by  coition ;  the  fecond,  by  clofe  con- 
tact of  parts,  (or  inoculation)  ;  the  third,  by  an 
jnfeded  atmofphere  ;  and  the  fourth,  hereditary, 
I  Ihall  trace  each  in  turn  ;  and  examine  into  the 
many  trains  of  difeafes,  which  each  feparate  in- 
fection is  liable  to  give  birth  to 

The  infedion  from  coition  is  the  moft  cer- 
tain and  abfolute ;  and  I'll  venture  to  fay,  it  is 
not  only  the  venereal  difeafe,  which  by  this  con- 
tact becomes  tranfplanted,  but  any  other  malady 
that  has  got  an  epidemic  miafm  :  But  this  in  ge- 
neral life,  we  take  but  little  notice  of  5  for  few 
miafms  have  fuch  a  powerful  inlinuating  effed:,  as 
the  venereal  virus  ^  and  many  things  efcape  our 

notice. 
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notice,  becaufe  their  confequences  are  not  forci- 
ble and  general  enough  to  command  our  ftridt 
attention. 

The  firft  ailment  in  general  after  impure  coi- 
tion, is  a  virulent  gonorrhoea  ;  and  from  this 
diforder,  for  the  mofl:  part  proceed  all  the  vene- 
real evils,  if  improperly  treated,  or  otherwife 
negledied  :  On  the  underftanding  therefore  the 
nature  of  a  gonorrhoea  properly,  and  of  treating 
it  judicioufly,  depends  almofl  the  fuccefs  of  the 
cure  of  the  whole  train  of  the  various  venereal 
difeafes. 


0/  if^^  G  O  N  O  R  R  H  O  E  A, 

THAT  the  term  gonorrhoea  is  of  Greek  ex^ 
tradiion,  and  originally  iignifies  a  feminal  flux, 
we  find  fufficiently  explained  in  all  di611onarics  : 
How  far  however,  it  is  feminal  or  not,  we  Ihall 
confider  in  the  fequel  of  this  difcourfe. 

There  are  two  kinds  of  the  gonorrhoea ;  the 
virulent,  and  limple :  the  firit  is  that  from  an 
infediied  coition ;  where  fome  parts  within  the 
urethra  is  corroded,  and  difcharges  a  purulent 
matter  :  The  fecond,  is  an  abfolute  feminal  dif- 
charge  ;  proceeding  from  a  weaknefs  of  the  fe- 
minal parts.  The  virulent  is  venereal ;  but  the 
limple  may  proceed  from  other  caufes. 

The  virulent  gonorrhoea,  is  that  which  we  un- 
derftand  by  the  clap  :  This  has  at  times  been  difr 
|:inguifhed  into  the  malignant,  and  benign  :  That 
is  otherwife,  a  clap,  and  a  gleet.  Though  this 
diftin<?l:ion  holds  pretty  good  with  refpect  to  the 
patient^  particularly  in  regard  to  the  fymptoms  ; 

yet 
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yet  this  difference  in  the  terms,  has  too  frequent- 
ly done  much  mifchief ;  as  we  fhall  foon  perceive. 
A  diltindtion  of  the;  different  frages  of  this  difor- 
der,  the  fame  as  of  ail  other  diftempers,  will  how- 
ever, give  us  a  better  idea  of  it ;  and  convince 
us.  rhat  the  only  fectiri-ty  agalnft  an  enemy,  is 
to  get  entirely  rid  of- him.  1  ihall  examine  the 
gonorrhoea  from  its  firft  commencement,  the 
inert  afe,  height,  and  decline,  till  it  is  no  more. 

Though  both  fexes  are  equally  liable  to  this 
malady,  yet  the  fymptoms,  diagnoitics,  and 
prognoflics,  differ  greatly  ;  and  this  difference 
is  requilite  to  be  known,  in  order  to  indicate  the 
befi:  m'-thod  of  cure  :  For  it  is  plain,  lince  the 
ilru6^ure  of  the  genital  parts  in  the  fexes  differ, 
that  the  fymptoms  muft  alfo  ;  likewife,  thatfome 
fymptoms  are  common  to  both,«nd  others  pecu- 
liar to  each  fex  ;  it  is  eafy  to  conceive  alfo,  that, 
as  the  parts  affecfted,  are  more  or  lefs  expofed, 
that  therefore  the  remedies  become  more  or  lefs 
eafy  to  be  applied.  Firff  then  of  the  gonorrhoea 
in  the  mafculine  gender. 


Of  the  Gonorrhoea  in  Men. 

The  gonorrhoea,  takes  fome  time  before  it 
makes  its  appearance,  after  the  infe6lion  ;  being 
fometimes  quicker,  fometimes  flower  ;  feldom  fo 
early  as  within  twenty-four  hours,  and  very  rare- 
ly fo  late  as  after  twelve  days :  But  in  general, 
four,  or  fix  days,  completes  the  confirmation 
thereof. 

I1ie  fymptoms  come  on  at  firfl  with  an  agree- 
able fenfation,  in  the  genital  parts,  in  general; 

he 
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he  feels  an  uncommon  inclination  to  venery  ;  the 
teflicles  have  a  vermicular  and  a  creeping  moti- 
on ;  which  fenfation,  is  not  at  all  difagreeable, 
but  helps  to  irritate  and  Simulate  to  venery. ; 
coition  is  executed  with  extraordinary  vigour,  and 
exqullite  pleafure.  This  pleafure  however  is  but 
of  iliort  durancx  ;  for  that  tltillation,  by  degrees, 
degenerates  into  pain  ;  the  urethra  begins  gradu- 
ally to  difcharge,  iirft,  a  thin  lymphatic  humour  j 
which  increafes  apace,  and  degenerates  into  a 
fliarp,  ftinking,  puruk^nt  matter  ;  the  orifice  of 
the  urethra  opens ;  becomes  red,  and  inflamed  5 
the  urine  at  firfl,  occafions  a  Iharp  tidllation  ; 
but  foon  grows  more  and  m.ore  hot,  ftinging, 
and  cuts  the  urethra  like  fo  manv  dao-p-ers  :  And 
now  there  is  no  room  left  to  doubt  a  virulent 
gonorrhoea;  that  Is,  a  downright  clap.  This  is 
the  commxencement  only,  and  meer  childrens 
play,  to  what  follows  ;  particularly  if  the  patient 
is  young,  fiery,  of  a  delicate  conf^itution  ;  and 
efpecially,  if  it  is  the  firfl  time. 

Now  the  glans  begin  to  be  inflamed ;  the 
urine  is  difcharged  oftener  than  ufual ;  and  burns 
like  a  coal  of  lire  in  the  urethra,  particularly, 
immediately^  after  the  difcharge  thereof;  this 
acute  burning  and  cutting  pain,  becomes  fo  intole- 
rable, that  it  forces  in  the  patient's  phyiiognomy  at 
that  time,  many  unfavourable,  and  unfafhionable 
features.  This  acutenefs,  prevents  him  Icttino: 
the  urine  in  a  continual  ftieam,  fo  that  it  v/iil 
come  away  in  fquirt  meals,  v/hich  adds  not  a 
little  to  the  .pain.  This  dyfaria  generally  excites 
a  fever  ;  which  (if  the  habit  is  otherwife  inclined 
\Q  acrimony)  often  occafions  an  ifchuria. 

At 
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At  this  time  the  mifery  Is  augmented  with  a 
chordee;  the  penis  becomes  frequently  eredl  , 
not  only  Involuntarily,  but  in  a  mofi:  difagreeable 
manner ;  curved  downwards,  with  an  exquifite 
pain  underneath,  from  the  glans,  all  along  to  the 
perlnacum  ;  efpecially  near  and  about  the  frae- 
Bum. 

A  phlmofis,  or  paraphimofis,  and  fhankers,  ge- 
nerally pay  their  attendance  to  the  cataflrophe. 
A  phimoiis,  in  thofe  who  have  a  long  praepuce, 
becomes  fo  inflamed,  as  not  only  prevents  the 
glans  from  being  uncapped,  but  fometimes, 
fcarcely  gives  opening  enough  for  the  emlf- 
iion  of  the  urine  ;  and  fwells  up  the  mxember 
fometimes  to  a  great  bulk.  A  paraphimofis,  In 
thofe  who  have  but  a  fhort  praepuce,  which  Ihrlnks 
back,  inflames,  and  fwells  up  behind  the  glans, 
contracts  by  the  inflammation,  and  frequently 
conceals  behind  the  corona  glandls,  a  portion  of 
the  corroding  virus  5  which,  together  with  the 
infiamraatlon  of  the  glans,  gives  not  only  the 
greatefi:  pain,  but  even  fometimes  becomes  fo 
mifchievous,  as  to  put  the  member,  and  even  the- 
patient's  life  in  danger.  And  as  to  the  fhankers, 
they  are  generally,  the  iharp  phagedsenic  ulcers 
refalting  from  thefe  inilammations. 

Now  the  gonorrhoea  fiouriOies  In  its  fall  bloom; 
and  vvdiat,  with  the  fharp  foetid  and  virulent  run- 
ning, the  fcalding  of  the  urine,  the  priapifm, 
chordee,  inflammation,  fbankers,  &c.  the  patient 
is  fairly  feated  on  the  ftool  of  repentance. 

In  this  ftate  the  gonorrhoea  is  termed  recent ; 
and  whilft  it  runs  freely,  not  deep  feated,  and 
nature  is  not  diflurbed,  fo  as  to  check  the  flux  of 

the 
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the  vims,  without  corre6lIng  it,  the  inflammation 
and  other  fymptoms,  will  gradually  abate  ;  at 
leaft,  the  difeafe  will  become  milder:  But  if  the 
virus  is  propelled  inco  other  channels,  or  obftruft- 
ed  in  its  courfe,  it  is  p  am,  that  it  will  fpread  its 
malignity  to  the  neighbouring  parts ;  as  is  too 
frequently  the  cafe,  either  from  getting  cold, 
&c.  or  wTong  treatment.  The  fore-mentioned 
complaints  are  generally  accompanied  with  a  bu- 
bo, fwelled  tefticle,  or  both  together  -,  and  then 
it  is  high  time,  to  guard  the  blood  againft  an  uni- 
verfal  infe61ion  :  But  in  all  this,  there  are  many 
exceptions,  which  ihall  be  farther  explained 
hereafter. 

When  the  acute  fymptoms  have  abated  fome- 
what,  either  fooner  or  later,  according  to  the 
conflltution  of  the  patient,  or  proper  application, 
the  feat  of  the  gonorrhoea  becomes  more  plain  ; 
and  prognoilicates  either  an  eafy,  difficult,  or 
tedious  cure  ;  this  cafe  is  even  fo  flight  fometimes, 
as  to  difappear,  without  the  help  of  any  thing  : 
This,  though  true,  I  am  fcarce  allowed  to  fay  ; 
however,  I  mufi:  not  forget  to  fay  this  too,  that 
whilft  we  can  have  proper  remedies,  nature  ought 
not  entirely  to  be  depended  on,  in  this  refpec?!-; 
as  there  is  no  difeafe,  more  fly  and  deceitful 
than  this. 

If  the  decline  of  the  virulent  gonorrhoea  Is  fuc- 
cefsful,  the  patient  will  not  be  long  in  being  re- 
ftored  to  perfed  health  again.  The  fever,  in- 
flammation, and  dyfuria,  gradually  fubiide  ;  the 
patient  makes  urine  with  more  freedom,  and  Icfs 
pain ;  the  purulent  matter,  which  was  before 
lliarp,  foetid,  and  intermixed  with  blood  and 
Jchor,  becomes  now  regular  pus ;    lofes  the  wr- 

terj 
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tery,  bloody,  greenifh  and  deep  yellow  afpe6V, 
and  becomes  of  a  more  pale  yellow  hue,  and  a 
regular  thick  confidence-  next  it  begins  to  rope; 
at  length  it  becomes  clear,  lymphatic,  ftrin gy, 
and  gradually  difappears. 

But  this  fortunate  conclufion.  Is  feldomer  the 
cafe^  than  it  might  be,  if  care,  prudence,  and 
proper  treatment,  were  applied.  Irregularity, 
debauchery,  anger,  fear,  labour,  cold,  &c.  make 
a  great  difference  ;  but  nothing  near  fo  pernici- 
ous, as  unfkilful  treatment.  When  the  dyfuria, 
priapifm,  chordee,  &c.  continue,  the  cafe  is 
troublefome  indeed  ;  the  dyfuria  will  become  a 
Itrangury  5  and  the  patient  fometimes,  neither 
can  make,  nor  retain  his  urine  ;  and  -as  it  drops 
away,  every  drop  burns  like  a  coal  of  iire  :  The 
chordee  is  accompanied  with  an  inflamed  pri- 
apifm, particularly  at  night  after  being  warm  in 
bed,  and  at  times  occaiions  moil  excruciating 
pain  ;  which  is  not  a  little  increafed,  by  noc^lur- 
nal  emiifions  of  the  femcn. 

In  thefe  complaints,  the  whole  perineum  will 
fometimes  be  inflamed  and  fore  ;  and  frequently 
exulcerate  -,  the  fhankers  will  increafe  and  cor-^ 
rode  ;  particularly  about  the  praepuce,  corona, 
and  glans,  and  efpecially  about  the  fraenum  ;  the 
pr2cpuce  becomes  fometimes  hard  and  callous, 
fo  that  the  glans  will  not  bear  to  be  uncapped, 
and  expofe  the  fet  of  thefe  preying  ulcers.  In 
fhort,  the  whole  penis  will  fometimes  be  in  a 
perfect  flate  of  ulceration  ;  and  we  have  exam- 
ples, both  ancient  and  modern,  that  the  penis 
has  dropt  off,  in  a  fphacelus ;  and  fometimes 
even  extinguilhed  the  miferable  life  of  the  pati- 
ent.    Thofe  calamities,  however,  are  not  indeed. 
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fo  frequent  now  ;  but  In  lieu  thereof,  we  find 
too  often,  many,  with  a  continued  running ;  and 
though  'tis  called  a  gleet,  yet  it  is,  in  fad,  an 
old  virulent  clap  ;  which  is  not  only  troublefome 
to  the  patient,  if  flighted  and  neglected,  but  en- 
tails mifery  on  his  innocent  oif-fpring. 

Let  us  now  make  an  aetiological  examination 
of  the  caufes  of  thefe  fymptoms.  How  the  go- 
norrhoea firft  forms  itfelf,  has  ever  afforded  mat- 
ter for  much  fpeculation ;  I  have  before  given 
my  opinion  on  this  head  ;  namely,  that  the  mi- 
afm  of  the  virus,  is  fuck'd  up  in  the  urethra.  In  the 
timeof  flaccidity  after  ejaculation.  This,  however, 
is  far  from  being  the  general  received  opinion  ; 
tot  it  has  been  argued,  that  the  infe61ion  is  al- 
ways received  externally,  and  makes  its  way  into 
the  urethra  ;  but  I  cannot  v/ell  believe  it  to  be 
general ;  for  (though  it  may  fometimes  be  the 
cafe)  I  never  met  with  any  one,  who  had  a  gonor- 
rhoea, but  had  firit  ejaculated.  I  have  indeed, 
been  told  of  a  debauchee,  who,  for  fear  that  he 
fhould  be  caught,  as  he  had  a  fufpicion  of  the 
perfon  he  was  concerned  with,  withdrew  the 
member  at  the  jun6iure  of  ejaculation,  and  emit- 
ted, even  at  fome  diitance,  from  the  pudendum; 
yet,  notwithflanding,  contracted  a  moft  virulent 
gonorrhoea  :  I  will  not  take  upon  me  to  contra- 
did  this  ;  yet,  cannot  help  thinking,  that  he 
muft  have  given  the  firil  ejection  within  the  va- 
gina ;  which  was  fufficient  to  do  the  bufmefs  ; 
and  that  then  the  member  all  befmear'd  with 
the  virus,  was  even  enough  to  confirm  the  in- 
fedion. 

Be,  however,  the  contraction  as  it  may,  whe- 
ther from  an  aduai  fudion,  or,  whether  it  finds 
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its  way  through  the  tegument,  through  the  cor- 
pora cavernofa  penis,  into  the  corpus  cavernofum 
urethrse,  and  in  the  urethra  itfelf  ^  evident  it  is, 
that  wherever  it  fixes  within  the  urethra,  the 
gonorrhoea  takes  its  commencement ;  and  ac-r 
cording  to  the  feat  of  it,  becomes  more  or 
lefs  difficult  of  cure. 

In  general,  the  feat  of  the  malady,  is  not 
above  a  couple  of  inches  from  the  glans  ;  and  for 
the  mod  part,  on  the  under  furface  of  the  ure- 
thra :  Yet  fometimes,  it  is  feated  a  great  deal 
higher  ;  though  but  feldom.  But  how  comes 
it,  that  at  times  the  whole  urethra  is  ulcerated  ? 
This  is  feldom,  or  perhaps  never  the  cafe  from 
the  firft  infed:ion,  or  at  the  commencement  of 
the  gonorrhoea  ;  but  generally  proceeds,  either 
from  the  fpreading  of  the  virus  itfelf,  by  the  fre- 
quent eredions,  emiffions,  and  llaccidities,  or 
from  pernicious  injec^iions. 

Here  again,  it  will  not  be  amifs  to  mention 
fomet hi ng  concerning  the  nature  of  the  virus. 
It  has  been  compared  to  the  faline  particles  of 
cantharides  :  How  far  fuch  a  comparifon  holds 
good,  I  have  mentioned  before;  and  will  here 
add,  that  it  has  equally  as  much  refemblance  ta 
the  acridnefs  of  Cayan  pepper ;  Though  I  can- 
not fee,  how  either  the  virus,  or  cantharides, 
came  to  be  ranked  amongft  the  appellations  of 
falts ;  unlefs  we  could  find  no  other  name  to. 
convey  an  idea  of  fharpnefs  :  Indeed,  languages 
are  rather  defe6llve  in  conveying  various  ideas. 

Onions  and  horfe-radilh,  will  remarkably  af-, 
fe(fl  the  olfadtory  nerves ;  and  draw  tears  into  th& 
eyes,  by  the  pure  effluvia,  and  likewife,  have  a 
peculiar  biting  f^imulus  in  a  frefh  wound  ^    yet. 


In     men.  125 

let  us  moft  diligently  examine  Into  the  fliarp, 
and  Simulating  particles  in  general ;  falts, 
acids,  alkalies,  caullics,  corrofives,  epifpaftics, 
apodacritics,  llernutatories,  &c.  &c.  we  fhall 
ti'nd,  that  all  diiiinguifh  themfelves  iingularly  in 
this  particular,  that  they  ad:  momentarily,  on  the 
nerves  at  the  firft  contadl,  and  gradually  abate  ; 
whilft  the  virus,  on  the  contrary,  begins  gently, 
but  encreafes,  and  multiplies  in  its  Simulating 
qualities.  However,  if  we  needs  muft  make  a 
comparilbn,  I  think  the  moft  rational  is  to  that 
effed",  which  mercury  has  on  the  falivary  glands,* 
and  from  this,  there  appears  a  great  probability, 
that  the  infedion  received  externally,  may  as 
well  find  its  way  to  the  glandular,  within  the 
urethra,  by  flow  degrees,  as  the  mercury,  which 
by  fridions,  finds  its  way  to  the  falivary  glands. 
But  to  the  progrefs. 

From  the  fenfation  in  the  teiticles,  it  has  been 
fuppofed,  that  they,  and  the  feminal  parts,  always 
were  afFeded,  from  the  firfl  moment  of  infedion; 
though  this  fometimes  may  be  the  cafe,  yet  I  am 
far  from  thinking  it  general ;  but  believe,  that 
this  fenfation  is  rather  fymptomatical,  from  the 
Immediate  communication  of  all  the  parts.  In 
like  manner,  happens  the  great  ftimulation  to 
veneiy  ;  and  this  is  like  wife  ealily  accounted  for  ; 
Unce  the  virus  begins  now  to  operate,  with  a 
greater  force  of  irritation;  confequently,  the  femi- 
nal parts,  f^imulated  to  a  more  copious  fecretion. 

By  this  time,  the  miafm  of  the  infedion  begins 
to  prey  upon  the  fibres  ;  lacerates  the  fmall  tu- 

bull, 

*  I  mean  comparitively  with  refpe^l  to  tbe  mercurial  cir- 
culation ;  for  as  to  the  l\imvilus,  their  caufes  are  as  opi;olite 
as  poilible. 
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bull,  and  from  thence  they  are  fet  in  a  more 
fecreting  adlon,  difcharglng  the  mucus,  more 
plentifully  ;  and  thus  the  urethra,  begins  gently 
to  weep  J  at  firft,  a  lymphatic  ^natter  ;  and  now 
the  gonorrhoea  commences  indeed  :  The  parts 
inflame,  the  veiTels  ulcerate,  and  the  miafm  in- 
creafes,  and  fpreads  itfelf  to  the  neighbouring 
parts  ;  in  this  ftate,  the  progrefs  is  comparable 
to  an  exulceration,  caufed  by  fire,  cantharides, 
or  caufiics.  For  the  inflammation  fpreading, 
and  the  farther  continuation  of  exulceration,  is 
not  fo  much  from  the  quantity  of  the  injury  re- 
ceived, as  the  irritation  andconfequent  ftimulus  it 
occafions ;  and  hence  from  the  various  obflruc- 
tions  that  it  is  liable  to  efFe6t,  the  inflammation 
will  extend  to  other  parts  ;  this  is  frequently  the 
cafe,  in  the  iiril  ftate  of  the  gonorrhoea  ;  Hence 
the  glans  fwell  5  the  mufculi  eredores  become 
irritated,  and  caufe  an  ereftion  -,  and  from  the 
contrad:ion  of  thefe  mufclcs^  a  priapifm  takes 
place;  of  which  more  hereafter. 

There  is  throughout  the  vv'hole  animal  oecono- 
my,  a  peculiar  fenfation,  attending  the  firfl  Si- 
mulation, which  gradually  lofes  itfelf  in  the  con- 
tinuation thereof ;  and  from  this  it  is  evident, 
why  young  people  fuffer  more  pain,  in  a  recent 
gonorrhoea^  than  old  experienced  veterans  -,  it  is 
not  unlikely,  that  the  fpring  of  the  fibres  are 
flronger  in  this  natural  and  found  liate,  and  not 
fo  apt  to  give  way  to  a  relaxation,  as  in  thofe 
who  have  undergone  the  fame  violation  before. 

When  the  gonorrhoea  is  feated  but  a  little  way, 
up  the  urethra,  'tis  eafy  to  imagine,  that  the  cafe 
muft  be  flighter,  than  when  it  is  deeper ;  for  the 
nearer  the  neck  of  the  bladder,  this  malady  is, 
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the  more  it  Is  of  confequence  ;  not  only  on  ac- 
count of  the  more  principal  parts  then  affcdted, 
but  likewife,  that  the  parts  are  more  remote, 
and  hide  themfelves,  as  it  were,  from  relief,  par- 
ticularly by  topicai  application  :  Hence,  the 
gonorrhoea,  which  is -near  the  proftate  gland,  the 
fphinder  of  the  veiica  urinaria,  is  generally  more 
tedious,  and  fubjed;  to  many  painful  fymptoms; 
and  particularly,  about  the  caput  Gallinaginis  ; 
which  feldom  fails  of  leaving  a  troublefome  fe- 
minal  weaknefs  behind.  But  as  I  have  obferved 
before,  it  is  feldom  that  the  firil  infc^bon  Is  feated 
deep  up;  but  from  a  fpreading  of  the  exulceration, 
fometimes  the  Vvhole  urethra  will  be  even  full  of 
ulcerations ,  w-hich  either  fill  the  urethra  with  a 
variety  of  carnoiities,  or  elfe  generate  linuous, 
and  callous  cavities,  by  which  perpetual  hifulous 
iiTues  are  formed  ;  and  occalion  not  only  tedious 
and  troublefome,  but  even  incurable  virulent 
runnings. 

Whilii  the  feat  of  the  gonorrhoea  Is  in  that 
part  of  the  urethra,  from  the  glans  to  the  peri- 
naeum,  and  properly  managed,  fo  that  it  does 
not  fpread  farther,  the  fymptoms  loon  fublide ; 
for  nature  is  ever  engaged  to  expel  wdiat  is  ob- 
noxious;  hence,  when  the  fmall  lacunol  glands 
in  the  urethra,  have  by  fuppuration  difcharged 
the  virus,  either  by  the  force  of  that  a6t  itfelf,  or 
by  proper  application  of  medicines,  whereby  the 
corruptive  quality  of  the  miafm  is  corre61ed,  and 
the  reparation  of  the  lacerated  tubuli  of  the  vio- 
lated little  glandulse  takes  place,  nature  is  gradu- 
ally reftored  again  to  its  former  tranquillity. 

When,  however  the  virus  has  penetrated  Into 
the  nervous  tegument  of  the  urethra,  inflaming 
the  fmall  tubuli  of  that  delicate  fubi^ance,  fwel- 
ling  them  up,  and  Simulating  the  fiamina  of  the 

nerves 
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nerves,  it  is  eafy  to  conceive,  that  the  parts 
thereby  become  Ihortened  ;  and  thus,  whilft  it  is 
more  than 'ordinarily  ftretched,  at  the  time  when 
the  penis  is  ere^l,  muft  confequently  give  a  con- 
traded  and  fpafmodic  pain  ;  and  this  is  what  is 
called  a  chordee.  When  the  virus  has  found 
its  way  into  the  lymphatic  veffels,  in  the  external 
tegument  of  the  penis,  and  Simulates  the  nervous 
and  veiicular  fibres  in  that  part,  we  fee  the  reafon 
of  the  phimolis,  and  paraphimoiis. 

If  the  virus  is  proptrlled  into  the  inguinal 
glands,  through  the  numerous  lymphatic  dud:s, 
which  make  the  immediate  connexion  between 
thefe  parts,  a  bubo,  either  in  one  or  both  groins, 
muft  be  the  refult.  But  if  the  virus  takes  ano- 
ther courfe,  along  the  vafa  deferentia,  a  hernia 
humoralis,  or  fwelled  teflicle,  muft  be  the  confe- 
quence.  And  laftjy,  if  it  iinds  its  way  into  the 
blood,  or  is  lodged  on  any  other  part,  the  confe- 
quences  in  proportion  muft  be  obvious. 

In  regard  to  the  gonorrhoea  however,  the  vi- 
rus too  frequently  fpreads  its  infe61ion  upwards, 
to  the  neck  of  the  bladder  of  urine  ;  and  the  or- 
gans m.ore  immediately  concerned  in  generation, 
are  attacked  ;  which  confequently  makes  the  cafe 
more  important.  The  Cowper's  glands  near  the 
proftate,  frequently  are  the  fuiferers  5  and  which, 
as  their  fecretion  is  fomewhat  more  elaborate 
than  the  fmall  lacunal  glands,  the  matter  which 
they  yield,  takes  more  time,  and  confequently 
becomes  more  corrupt.  But  the  prol^ate,  which 
is  a  moft  material  part  of  the  generating  organs, 
is  ftill  more  complex,  and  of  greater  confequence  ; 
and  when  the  virus  has  taken  there  its  deftrudiive 
abode,  then  I  fear  the  prolific  virtue  of  the  femen  is 
in  danger  of  being  deftroyed.  For  fince  the  vafa  de- 
ferentia 
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fcrentia  flrike  part  of  their  courfe  through  this 
important  gland,  and  to  all  appearance,  receive 
fome  affiftance  towards  their  func^^ion,  it  cannot 
fail  of  atlecting  them;  and  they  of  courfe,  will 
again  in  fed  the  veliculae  feminales. 

A  gonorrhcra  of  this  kind,  requires  judicious 
treatment ;  for  it  ends,  not  only  too  frequently  in 
an  obftinate  running,  which  l)as  at  times  baliied 
the  moil:  fkilful,  but  fometimes  has  occafioned  the 
ib  much  dreaded  impoilhume  in  the  perinasum  ;  - 
and  of  how  precarious  and  difficult  a  cure  this  is,  I 
leave  t©  the  determination  of  thofe  furgeons  who 
have  had  this  troublefome  taik  in  hand :  Yet,  as 
I  have  been  fuceefsful  in  this  operation,  I  fhall, 
in  a  proper  place,  communicate  the  method  I  have 
purfued. 

A  gonorrhoea,  not   lefs  grievous  than  that  now 
mentioned,    is,   when    the  virus  has   attacked  the 
caput  gallinaginis;  the  ftrudure  of  this  part  I  have 
defcribed  in  my  firft    part;     and   it    is   eafy    to 
conceive,    that   when    thefe     valves,     the   porters  / 
of  the  feed  veficles,  are   deftroyed,  an    obftinate  j 
feminal  gleet,    muft    unavoidably    be    the    confe-     ^ 
que  nee  ;    even  after  the  corre^lion  and  difcharge  \ 
of  the  virus. 

But  when  the  virus  has  feated  itfelf  in  the 
fphin61er  of  the  urinary  bladder,  it  becomes  very 
pernicious  to  that  part  j  for  it  is  then,  that  the 
moft  troublefome  ftrangury  is  the  refult :  But 
beiides  this,  an  exulceratioii  of  the  fphin6ler,  fel- 
dom  fails  of  leaving  an  incontinency  of  urine  be- 
hind ;  at  lead,  for  fome  time,  'till  the  proper  tone 
of  the  fibres  is  again  reftored.  There  is  fcareely 
St  more  acute  pain,  than  an  inflammation  of  thQ 
bladder  5  particularly  that  of  the  venereal  kind. 

K  1  hay© 
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I  have  been  particular  in  the  various  progreflei 
of  the  gonorrhcea,  in  order  to  communicate  a  pro 
per  ide  a  thereof  ;  but  left  1  fhould  become  tedious, 
will  hfften  towards  a  concluiion.     We  will  there* 
fore  now  confider  the  nature  of  a  gleet. 


Of    tJw    GLEET. 

A  GLEET,  according  to  the  meaning  thereof, 
iTiould  only  be  a  relic,  or  weal<nefs  left 
behind,  alter  a  virulent  gonorrhoea.  If  fo,  it  is 
not  oi  a  very  evil  tendency ;  as  it  is  nothing  m.ore 
than  the  draining  of  the  fmall  tubuli,  like  that 
at  the  end  of  every  ulceration,  juft  before  the 
cicatilfatlon  of  the  mouths  of  the  velTels,  which 
are  jurt  lliutting  up.  If  the  feat  of  the  virulent 
gohorrhoea  Is  not  deep,  and  only  in  the  lacunal 
gl;^.nds,  a  real  gleet  will  not  laft  very  long ;  fince 
the  fecretion  in  thofe  parts  is  but  fparing,  unlefs 
ft'mulated  ;  but  it  mull  confequently  continue 
knger,  if  the  feat  of  the  difeafe  is  deeper  in  the 
irethra,  in  Cov/per's  glands,  proftate,  and  in  parti- 
cular, about  the  caput  gallinaginis ;  however,  moft 
remarkably  fo,  if  in  the  velicuise  feminales,  &c. 

But  Vv'as  this  the  cafe,  when  a  gleet  is  made  men- 
tion of  in  the  general  term,  there  would  not  fa 
rr^any  grievous  confequenccs  be  the  attendants 
thereof.  I  don*t  mean  here  the  feminal  gleet,  (for 
of  this  I  fhall  treat  of  by  itfelf)  but  the  conti- 
nur.tiop.  of  the  virulent  gonorrhcea,  without  any 
fenfiule  pain  to  the  patient,  which  in  fad,  differ? 
nothing  from  the  recent,  except  the  inflaming 
fymptomsj   and  that  the  miafmatic  particles  have 
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id{\.  their  ftimulating  quality,  fo  as  to  become  more 
naturalized  to  the  parts,  lliis  is  the  true  ftate,  as 
long  as  the  running  has  any  thing  remaining  of 
the  purulent  nature. 

And  here  it  may  naturally  be  afked,  whether 
a  gleet  of  this  kind,  without  any  virulent  fyjnp- 
toms,  that  is,  fcald-ng  of  urine,  pain  in  the,  ure- 
thra, bubo,  &c.  is  infedious?  Moft  undoubtedly 
it  is:  Yet,  with  this  difference,  that  as  the  virus 
at  that  time  is  not  of  fo  a§ute  and  ardent  a  nature, 
it  is  not  fo  liable  to  inlinuate  itfelf  in  general. 
When  a  man,  however,  labouring  under  fuch  a 
gleet,  copulates  with  a  woman  to  whom  he  is  not 
accuftomed,  and  whofe  parts  are  delicate,  and 
liable  to  become  the  leaft  galled  by  coition,  fhe 
will  certainly  receive  a  virulent  gonorrhoea,  with 
all  its  terrible  confequences :  A  woman  with  whom 
he  has  an  habitual  cohabitation,  is  not  quite  fo 
fubje^i,  on  account  of  the  agreement  of  parts. 
But  on  the  whole,  a  gleet  of  this  kind,  that  is, 
where  thbre  is  the  leaft  appearance  of  purulency, 
is  by  no  means  to  be  trufled,  neither  as  to  the 
patient  himfelf,  nor  in  regard  to  infeding  of 
others. 

The  real  gleet,  which  may,  whilft  iri  that 
ftate,  be  pronounced  innocent,  as  to  infe6^ion,  is, 
when  the  difeha.rge  is  tranfparent,  clear,  glutinous 
and  ropy  ;  which  then  with  good  management 
may  foon  be  cured  5  but  if  neglected,  very  eaiily 
relapfes  into  a  virulent  gleet  again. 

There  is  one  thing  more  to  be  obferved  in  re- 
gard to  gleets,  particularly  of  the  purulent  kind, 
and  that  is,  that  they  ought  to  be  confidered  as 
an  iifue.  Now,  it  is  an  obfervation,  agreeable  to 
K  2  the 
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i  the  true  principles  of  phylic,  that,  the  drying  up 
I  an  iiTue,  ought  to  be  done  with  the  greateft  cir- 
cumfpeiiion  j  for  whilft  nature  has  made  an  ha- 
bitual drain  of  that  part,  which  is  kept  as  an  open 
ulctr,  there  is  undoubtedly  a  difcharge  of  acrimony  ; 
which,  if  not  correded  before  the  clofing  of  the 
drain,  might  do'  great  mifchief  in  the  blood,  or  be 
detrimental  to  other  parts  where  it  might  be  fubjec^t 
to  fail  upon.  I  am  far  from  being  an  advocate 
for  iil'ues  of  any  kind,  or  in  any  circumftance  -,  as 
I  am  firmly  of  opinion,  the  body  is  by  many  odds 
better  without  them;  but  when  they  are  adually 
there,  whether  by  nature  or  art,  particularly  of 
any  time  landing,  they  had  better,  by  all  means 
continue,  than  be  healed  up  -,  except  the  acrim.ony 
of  thieir  difcharge  be  iirft  corre6^ed,  and  the  blood 
guarded  againit  an  infec^tion  from  them.  That 
this  is  a  caution  of  m.oment  to  health  and  even  life, 
I  am  convinced  of,  from  the  many  dreadful  confe- 
qv..nces  I  have  feen,  owing  to  injudicious  pra(^ices 
in  that  refped. 

There  is  fomething  fo  very  gentle  in  the  found 
of  a  gleet,  that  the  patient  is  very  little  concerned 
at  it;  and  too  frequently,  lefs  fo, the  praditioner 
he  applies  to :  For  my  own  part,  I  had  rather 
cure  ten  recent  virulent  claps,  than  one  old  land- 
ing gleet.  The  fountain  of  the  evil  is  fometimes 
deeper,  than  the  beft  of  us  is  aware  of:  It  m.ay 
indeed  be  flopped,  but  we  ought  to  have  a  care, 
that  the  remedy  proves  not  a  much  worfe  evil  than 
the  difeafe. 

Having  thus  made  a  definition  of  the  nature 
of  the  malignant  and  benign  gonorrhoea,  or  ha- 
biinai    gi^et,    1  fhall  now  give  my    opinion   on 

the 
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the  queflion,  which  Ls  flill  In  debate  amongft  phy- 
fiologifls.  Whether  the  virus  ails  upon  the  folids  or 
fluids  ? 

To  difcufs  this  queflion  properly,  it  muft  be 
obferved,  that  the  fluids  and  Iblids  are  fo  inti- 
mately interwoven  with  each  other,  that  they 
feem  to  be  linked,  as  it  were,  in  one  continuation; 
and  this  is  mofl  perceivable  in  the  leanncfs  and 
fatnefs  in  the  fame  fubjeil:.  On  the  one  hand,  it 
is  evident,  that  the  virus  is  fixed  fometimes  in  one 
place,  and  by  its  exulce rating  quality,  It  is  plain. 
that  it  ads  upon  the  folids:  On  the  other  hand 
again,  it  is  fuddenly  tranfported  to  fonie  other 
part,  where  it  will  ^(Si  with  all  Its  power.  This 
tranfpofition  is  r^aturaliy  fuppofed  to  be  effecxed 
by  the  lymphatic  duds  or  the  blood  ;  But  to  this, 
it  is  objeded,  that  in  the  gout  or  rheumatifm,  the 
malignity  of  thofe  difeafes,  will  be  tranfpqrted 
from  one  member  to  another,  quicker  than  ppf- 
fibly  the  circulation  can  do  it :  And  this  top  15 
frequently  the  cafe  in  the  confirmed  lues.  Now, 
that  this  fudden  tranfpofition,  is  by  means  of  the 
nerves,  I  think,  moil  evident.  It  is  an  obfer- 
vation  highly  ufeful  in  phyfic,  that  an  acrimonv 
will  flimulate  the  folids,  and  that  that  agitation  of 
the  folids,  will  make  their  containing  humours  acri- 
monious; fo  that  each  has  an  equal  pov/er  over 
the  other,  as  their  a6lion  and  re-a6tion  are  equal. 
From  hence  I  deduce,  that  the  virus  may  attack 
both  ;  that  each  may  infed  the  other;  and  that  it 
is  liable  to  be  tranfplanted  from, one  part  of  the 
l^ody  to  another ;  not  only  by  the  fluids,  but  alfj 
t>y  the  folids ;  and  particularly  by  the  nerves. 

K  3         '  Another 
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Another  queftion  is.  Whether  the  femen  virile 
is  infe6^ed  in  the  gonorrhoea  ?  In  regard  to  this, 
it  depends  much  on  the  ftate  the  difeaf^  is  in  :  In 
the  iirfl:  ftate,  when  the  inflammatory  fymptoms 
are  in  the  height  of  adion,  I  apprehend,  not  only 
the  femen  is  affecSled,  but  more  or  lefs,  the  whole 
body :  For  from  whence  elfe  fhould  come  the 
fever,  dyfuria,  and  other  fymptoms  of  the  diforder  ? 
But  as  the  gonorrhoea  gets  vent,  the  miafm  gradu- 
ally difcharges  itfelf,  and  the  fymptoms  fublide. 
It  is  moft  certain,  that  the  femen  virile  has  altered 
its  hue,  at  the  height  of  a  virulent  gonorrhoea, 
towards  a  yellow  cafl:  ;  and  I  make  no  doubt, 
but  that  it  is  fo  far  contaminated,  that,  fnoiild 
it  even  retain  its  prolific  virtue,  and  make  the 
woman  conceive,  that  then  the  foetus  from  fuch 
a  conception,  would  have  the  confirmed  lues  in 
its  compofition.  In  like  manner,  if  the  gonorrhoea 
has  its  feat  in  the  proftate  gland,  or  in  the 
feminal  veficles,  the  thing  fpeaks  evidently  for 
itfelf.  But  except  thofe  circumftances,  where 
the  feat  of  the  gonorrhoea  is  bat  a  little  way  up 
the  urethra,  (as  is  for  the  moil:  part  the  cafe) 
the  feed  remains  generally  untainted.  And  though 
it  is  an  hazard,  that  no  man  or  woman  of  reflec- 
tion ought  to  run,  yet  we  have  inftances  of  fa- 
thers, who  for  years  laboured  under  a  gleet,  even 
of  the  purulent  kind,  who  had  healthy  children  : 
But  we  mud  remember  this  too,  that  fuch  inftances 
are  but  rare  ;  and  that  thofe  troublefome  cafes, 
bring  difeafes  on  their  offspring,  is  too  obvious, 
and  almoft  an  univerfal  demonftrative  confequence. 
For  in  the  ejaculation,  if  the  feed  is  ever  fo  pure, 
it  is  fcarce  pofFible,  but  that   it  muft  take  fome- 

thing 
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thing  of  the  purulent  matter,  from  the  feat  of  the 
gonorrhoea  along  with  it ,  and  if  the  virus  is  acrl- 
nionioufly  adive,  the  confequence  is  plain :  But 
if  more  mild  or  lefs  a6^ive,  nature,  which  ever  op- 
pofes  and  endeavours  to  expel  what  is  obnoxious, 
may  become  fuperior,  and  protedl  itfelf  againft 
the  Jnvafion. 

It  is  almoft  needlefs  to  mention,  what  natural 
prudence  di61ates,  nam.ely,  that  the  urining  before 
coition  in  that  cafe,  renders  the  femen  more  pure 
than  otherwife  ;■  and  if  the  gleet  is  mild,  and  the 
two  habits,  that  of  man  and  woman,  are  become 
naturalized  to  each  other,  there  is  certainly  lefs  to 
fear;  but  to  abftain  'till  nature  is  reftored  to  its 
primitive  health,  is  the  only  precaution ;  the  true 
fafe  guard  to  health,  and  peace  of  mind. 

On  the  whole,  hov/ever,  the  opinion  v^'hlch 
has  greatly  prevailed  among  many  great  men^ 
that  the  gonorrhoea!  difcliarge,  and  the  gleet,  vv^ere 
always  contaminated  feed,  is,  in  my  opinion,  point 
blank  erroneous ;  for  unlefs,  as  I  have  demonftrat^ 
ed,  the  feat  of  the  malady  is  in  the  feminal  or- 
gans, that  is  the  proftate,  vafa  deferentia,  or  the 
veficulae  feminales,  the  feed  has  no  more  fhare  ia 
the  gonorrhoeal  matter,  than  the  faliva  itfelf. 
That  the  difcharge  is  plentiful,  is  neither  furpri-? 
ling,  nor  difficult  to  conceive  :  The  gonorrhoea 
is  an  ulcer,  from  the  vener-^al  miafm  in  the 
urethra  j  and  every  ulcer  difcharges  more  or  lefs, 
according  as  the  ulcer  is  ftimulated,  and  the  par.s- 
ulcerated  are  glandulous :  In  wdiat  manner  thia 
happens,  I  il^all  offer  m.y   confide  ration  at  another 
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There  occurs  to  my  memory,  a  c'lj^cumftance 
yet,  concerning  the  gleet,  which,  I  think  it  requi- 
iite  to  mention  in  this  place  ;  namely,  that  whereas, 
a  young  man  in  the  bloom  of  youth,  eafiiy  con- 
trads  the  gonorrhoea,  and  fuifers  much  more  by 
the  acute  fymptoms,  than  an  old  experienced  ve- 
teran, (who  is  neither  fo  eaiily  infe61ed,  nor  fuffer-s 
fo  acutely)  fo  likewife,  there  is  a  great  difference 
in  the  cure  of  thefe  two  kinds  ;  namely,  that  the 
firft  gonorrhoea  is  eafier  cured,  if  properly  ma- 
nage;i,  than  that  in  an  old  offender  5  and  that,  from 
the  fame  reafon,  as  all  old  fores,  which  are  again 
renewed  :  For  it  is  remarkable,  that  where  the 
gonorrhoea  has  feated  itfelf  the  firft  time,  it  will 
ever  after  place  itfelf  again ;  and  the  oftener  the 
fore  is  broke  open,  it  follows  plainly,  the  more  dif- 
ficult it  will  be  in  healing :  Add  to  this,  that  a  go- 
norrhoea may  be  contrac^^ed  in  a  new  place,  beiides 
the  old,  and  confequently  new  and  complicated 
fymptoms  arife.  This,  though  general,  is  not  how- 
ever witheut  exception ;  for  nothing  (if  proper 
means  are  applied)  contributes  to  a  fpeedy  cure 
more,  than  the  coni^itution  itfelf. 

Writers  on  the  venereal  difeafe,  particularly 
Dr.  Aft  rue,  m.ention  other  kinds  of  gonorrhoeas, 
as  the  fpuiious ;  namely,  an  external  difcharge 
from  the  glans ;  but  this  kind,  I  humbly  con- 
ceive to  be  fliankers,  or  little  ulcers  from  the 
criftallines  ;  which  fhall  be  treated  of  in  their 
proper  place.  There  is  alfo  the  dry  gonorrhoea, 
that  is,  when  the  running  has  ceafed,  but  the  fcald- 
ing  of  the  urine  remains ;  however,  this  is  plainly 
a  dyfuria.  So  far  though,  we  may  conlider  a  fpe-'- 
cies  of  a  dry  gonorrhoea  juft,  as  relates  to  a  fuppref- 
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fion  ;  namely,  when  the  virus  has  taken  its  flight, 
toward  the  groin,  tellicles,  or  other  parts;  and 
feme  time  after,  by  its  return,  fets  the  clap  agoing 
again.  In  this  fupprelTed  gonorrhnea,  it  is  not 
always  a  rule,  nor  neceiTary,  that  the  running  Ihould 
return,  though  this  has  been  ftrenuouily  recommend- 
ed :  but  it  is  known  from  experience,  that  it  could 
not  always  be  effected,  and  frequently  the  patient 
lias  got  well,  without  this  return  ;  for  when  the 
parts  in  the  urethra  are  healed  up,  the  virus  is 
thereby  fhut  out.  A  bubo  In  that  cafe,  is  not  fo 
very  bad  to  deal  with ;  but  when  the  virus  of  the 
fupprefled  gonorrhoea,  takes  up  its  abode  in  the 
teilicles,  it  behaves  fometimes  very  incorrigibly. 
Nay,  what  is  not  a  little  furpriiing,  the  virus  of  a 
HipprefTcd  gonorrhoea  will  take  its  flight  to  the 
eyes  :  Had  1  not  met  with  an  inftance  of  that  kind, 
I  fhould  not  have  been  without  fome  doubt  of  this ; 
yet  fo  it  is :  And  I  think,  a  plain  proof,  that  the 
folids  may  be  conveyers  of  the  miafm,  as  well  as 
the  fluids. 

When  the  fupprefled  gonorrhcea  remains  with 
a  dyfuria,  a  chordae,  or  priapifm,  it  is  plain  the 
ulcers  in  the  urethra  are  yet  open  ;  but  from  the  re- 
troaction of  the  fluids,  the  virus  has  taken  a  reverfe 
way ;  and  a  return  of  the  running,  is  by  all  means 
neceflary ;  but  if  this  fuppreffion  Is  without  acute 
fymptoms,  we  may  reasonably  fuppofe  it  to  be 
healed  up,  and  the  death  of  the  poifon  muft  be 
aimed  at  another  way, 

I  do  not  at  prefent  recolle(5l  any  thing  more  of 
confequence  concerning  the  gonorrhoea,  or  the 
gleet,  proper  to  be  taken  notice  of  in  this  place  ; 
as  this  is  only  meant  as  an  aetiological  defcription 

thereof^ 
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thereof,  I  fhall  therefore  proceed  to  give  a  de- 
fcription  of  the  limple  gonorrhoea ;  though,  in 
reality,  it  is  generally  excluded  from  the  inquili- 
tion  of  venereal  ailments.  Yet,  as  the  venereal 
gonorrhoea  may  give  birth  to  it,  and  that  it  is  an 
ailment  not  lefs  grievous  than  the  former,  I  fliall 
not  only  venture  an  examination,  but  alfo,  in  its 
proper  place,  give  recipes  of  relief,  founded  on 
reafon  and  fucctfs. 


Of   the  J,mpk  GONORRHCEA,   or  feminal 
GLEET. 

ACCORDING  to  the  etymology  of  a  gonor- 
rhoea, one  might  be  apt  to  fuppofe,  that  the 
feminal  gleet  \A/as  the  original  meaning  of  it ;  and 
this  the  fupporters  of  the  importation  of  the  ve- 
nereal difeafe,  value  themfelves  upon.  But  if  the 
modern-  phyficians,  have  pronounced  the  virulent 
gonorrhoea!  running,  to  be  corrupted  femen, 
which  in  itfelf  is  nothing  but  virulent  pus,  the 
fame  as  from  any  other  ulcer,  (in  general)  we  need 
not  wonder  that  the  ancients,  who  certainly  knew 
lefs  of  the  matter  than  we,  fhould  have  thought  fo 
too. 

A  feminal  gleet  may  proceed,  either  from  a 
virulent  gonorrhoea,  from  excefs  of  venery,  felf- 
poUution,  or  other  infirmities.  Let  the  caufe 
however  be  what  It  will,  there  is  no  drain,  which, 
fteals  the  quintellence  of  life  and  flrength  fo  gra- 
dually, and  effectually,  from  ths  animal  oecono- 
my,  if  continued,  than  this  fort  of  gleet.  In  re-, 
gard    to   the  feminal   gleet,    occaiioned  from   the 
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venereal  virus,  we  have  fomewhat  largely  corlii- 
dered  this  before,  namely,  the  attack  of  the  virus 
in  the  proftate,  verumontanum,  vafa  deferentia, 
or  veficulaefeniinales  ;  but,  befides  thefe  attacks, 
the  hernia  humoralls  in  the  tefticles,  from  the 
venereal  virus,  may  alfo  bring  on  this  gleet.  Be 
however  what  will  the  caufe,  the  effedl  is  either 
an  ulceration  of  the  parts,  or  elfe  a  kind  of  lame- 
nefs;  whereby  the  femen  not  only  wants  proper 
concoctions,  but  it  is  alfo,  neither  properly  re- 
taiaed,  nor  forcibly  eje6led. 

A  real  feminal  gleet  is  eaiily  diftinguifhable, 
from,  either  the  virulent  gonorrhoea,  or  the  ha- 
bitual purulent  gleet  :  In  this  there  is  no  fymp- 
tom  of  real  pain,  except  a  difagreeable  weak- 
nefs,  and  a  dull  pain  about  the  neck  of  the 
bladder,  and  in  the  loins  5  the  femen  comes  away 
infenlibly, continually  a  little,butparticularly  when 
going  to  ftool,  from  the  force  requifite  for  the 
exclulion  of  the  faeces.  The  penis  is  often  in- 
clined to  eredtion,  but  not  in  a  manner  fo  for- 
cibly, as  ufual ;  and  the  femen  is  eafily  ejecfted, 
but  without  that  vigour  which  is  requiiite  to 
procreation;  w^hich,  in  lieu  of  a  white  femi- 
tranfparent,  and  rich  confidence,  is  humid,  thin, 
and  of  a  bluilli  caft. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  difeafe,  there  Is  great 
inclination  to  eredions,  and  the  emiiiion  of  the  fe- 
men feems  attended  with  pleafure  ;  but  gradually 
the  penis  becomes  lame,  and  as  it  were,  neither 
flaccid  nor  ered,  hanging  lifelefs  down  between 
the  two  fizes,  of  ere^inefs  and  flaccidlty  ;  the  tef- 
^icles  hang  lower  than  ufual,  and  unlefs  they  are 

otherwife 


t4^  Of  the  Seminal  Gleet 

©therwife  fufpended, become  almofl:  a  burthen  to 
the  pofTeiTor;  gradually  a  pain  in  the  loins, 
about  the  os  facrum,  begins  to  make  its  appear- 
ance, which  icon  extends  all  up  the  back  -,  the^' 
calves  of  the  legs  fall  remarkably  away ;  the 
tyes  look  hollow  and  heavy ;  and  the  whole 
body  begins  to  take  on  a  tabid  appearance ;  he 
begins  to  loath  women,  and  every  thing  which 
afforded  him  pleafure  before ;  a  continual  tabid 
fever  comes  on  ;  firfi:,  with  the  tabes  dorfalis,  a 
continual  pain  in  the  back,  which  extends  tq 
the  head,  breaft,  and  bowels,  attended  with  a 
drought,  and  univerfal  laffitude  ^  and  at  length, 
an  he<?lic  ends  the  tragedy. 

If  the  patient  on  the  firfi:  apprehenfion  of  this 
malady,  feeks  for  timely  remedy,  and  keeps  a 
regimen  of  life,  according  to  good  fenfe  and 
rational  advice,  the  cafe  is  curable  enough,  and 
in  general,  far  from  a  difficult  tafk  ;  but  too 
often  is,  either  from  a  miflaken  modefly,  or  indeed 
from  a  guilty  confcience,  concealed,  till  frequents 
ly  it  is  too  late  to  repair  the  ruined  confbtu- 
tion. 

That  it  is  a  confequence  fometimes  of  a  viru- 
lent gonorrhoea,  has  been  fufhciently  mentioned; 
but  mofl  generally  it  is  the  attendant  on  excefs 
of  venery,  whether  nature  is  ffrained  beyond 
its  due  (;lafticity,  either  by  fpermatopoetics  ;  or 
from  the  forcing  lafcivious  exercifes.  Excefs  of 
venery  between  the  fexes,  in  the  natural  way,  i,s 
not  fo  much  fubject  to  produce  this  evil  as 
private  pollution:  It  is  idle  to  make  many  in- 
ve6\ives  agalnfl:  this  fm ;  the  confcioufncfs  there- 
of is  Implanted  in  the  human  breafl  from  the 
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carllelt  time,  the  iinner  knows  what  It  means  : 
The  queftion  is.  how  ihall  we  remedy  it  ?  for, 
becaufe  it  is  a  wrong  againft  nature,  it  is  kept 
a  fecret ;  and  how  Ihall  we  be  able  to  help  the 
evil,  w^e  can  neither  difcover  nor  dete6^,  or  make 
the  tranfgrelTor  confcfs ;  but  what  is  even  worfe, 
it  will  be  in  vain  to  perfuade  him  to  leave  off 
this  evil  an  1  habitual  practice. 

There  are  alfo  accidental  caufes  which  may- 
bring  on  this  feminal  gleet :  A  fudden  hft  or 
jftrain,  a  profufe  fweat,  hard  draining  in  a  cof- 
tive  fiool,  hot  clyfters,  firong  diuretics,  ilale 
malt  liquors,  convuliions,  drunkennefs ;  and  moft 
particularly  when  the  feminal  veiicles  are  filled 
with  femen  whereby  they  are  liable  to  a  fper- 
matocele,  or  feminal  rupture.  It  likewife  has  been 
occaiioned  from  nodurnal  emiffions,  when  the 
patient  in  his  dream  has  had  an  imperfed  coition; 
for  a  difappointment  of  ejaculation,  whether  in 
fleep,  or  in  reality,  is  almofl  as  powerful  as  any 
other  caufe  mentioned,  to  occafion  this  gleet. 
^  Why  the  feminal  gleet  fhould  be  attended  whh 
fuch  evil  confequences,  I  think  may  thus  be 
accounted  for :  That,  as  the  femen  is  the  moft 
nervous,  and  elaborated  humour  in  the  body, 
confequently  it  drains  the  blood,  and  nutriment, 
the  more  of  the  fuflenance  peculiar  to  the  fup- 
port  of  the  nerves ;  and  whilft  it  is  wafted, 
it  cannot  but  wafte  the  nerves,  confequently 
the  main  fpring,  or  primum  mobile,  of  the  whole 
animal  machine  gradually  decays.  And  as  the 
genital  organs  fuifer  lirft,  and  they,  receiving 
their  nervous  ramifications  from  the  medulla  fpi- 
jialis;  by  the  crural  nerves,  par  vagum,  and  cauda 
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equina,  fpringing  out  from  the  facrum,  it  k 
clearly  conceived  what  occalions  the  pain  and 
weaknefs  of  the  loins ;  and  from  thence  the  tabes 
dorfaiis  rakes  its  commencement  :  And  at  length, 
if  the  ailment  is  continued,  that  a  confumption 
muft,  and  always  will  be  the  confequence. 

It  is  likewife  of  confequence  to  examine  into 
the  progrefs  of  this  feminal  flux.  The  organs  of 
generation  have  an  intimate  and  fympathetical 
contad  with  each  other,  fo  that  whatever  parts 
are  affeded,  the  veil  fhare  and  partake  ;  the  fe- 
minal organs,  however,  rule  the  reft  :  The  tefti- 
cles  are  the  chief,  as  generaters  of  the  feed  ;  and 
if  the  communication  of  them  with  the  reft  is 
cut  off,  the  fpafmodic  fecretion,  excretion,  con- 
ftri6\ion,  pleafure  and  deiires  muft  of  courfe 
leave  oif :  Hence  an  eunuch  is  a  ftranger  to  vene- 
real paftions,  (and  confequently  every  other  man- 
ly paftion)  becaufe  he  has  no  feed  ;  and  no  feed, 
becaufe  no  tefticles  the  organs  thereof,  though 
he  is  not  deprived  of  the  veficulae  femlnales  ;  hut 
fince  they  are  become  ufelefs,  they  are  merely 
fhrivelled  up,  and  fcarce  perceivable  in  the  fub- 
jedt.  Again,  when  the  veficulae  feminales  are 
filled  with  femen,  the  fabric  of  the  penis  is  ready 
for  an  eredion  ;  but  when  this  eredion  is  often 
repeated,  it  is  plain  that  the  mufcular  fibres  muft 
lofe  gradually  their  elafticity.  When  the  feminal 
veficles  difcharge  continually,  there  will  of 
courfe  be  a  continual  propenfity  for  filling  theni 
again  ;  for  by  their  emptinefs  there  will  be  a 
perpetual  fu6^ion ;  that  is,  where  there  is  an  ex- 
cretion, there  muft  be  a  fecretion.  Hence  the 
elaborating  organs,  the  fpermatic  vciTels,  the  epi- 
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didymldse,  and  the  tubull  in  the  tedicles,  from 
their  continual  Irritation  to  work,  and  not  being 
fupported  by  the  nerves,  lofe  their  ftrength,  be- 
come weak,  and  fulfer  themfelves  to  be  ftretched 
longer  than  ufual  ;  and  thus,  from  a  relaxation 
of  the  fpermatic  vefTels,  and  the  vafa  deferentia, 
by  which  the  telllcles  are  fufpended,  and  the 
weaknefs  of  the  cremafter  mufcle,  the  tefticles 
link  remarkably  low,  and  become  almofl  a  bur- 
then. From  this  the  vafa  deferentia,  the  caput 
gallinaginls,  &c.  becoming  relaxed,  and  unable 
to  retain  the  feed,  let  it  pafs  into  the  urethra 
before  the  veficles  are  quite  full ;  from  thence, 
likewife,  the  mufculi  penis  become  lluggifh,  and 
the  penis  has  little  or  no  eredion  ;  and,  from 
the  fame  reafon,  the  fibres  in  the  corpora  caver- 
nofa,  having  their  contra6ling  powers  much  di- 
miniihed,  the  penis  will  neither  become  properly 
ere^l  nor  flaccid. 

At  length,  the  nervous  humour  being  drained 
from  the  fluids,  the  weaknefs  fpreads  over  the 
whole  body,  impairs  the  flrength  and  faculties 
in  general ;  till  a  fever,  the  lafl  ef!brt  of  nature, 
clof  s  the  fcene. 

From  this  defcrlptlon  we  fhall  be  able  to  fee 
the  rationale  of  the  cure,  when  we  come  to  treat 
on  that  important  part;  as  it  will  plainly  appear, 
that  it  differs  widely  from  the  virulent  gonor- 
rhoea in  its  evil,  and  mui\  confequently  in  it5 
cure.  Having  thus  examined  the  various  llages 
of  the  gonorrhoea  in  men,  we  will  next  confider 
the  fame  maladies  in  women. 

Of 
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Of  the  virulent  GONORRHOEA  in  WOMEN. 

THAT  there  is  a  manlfeft  difference  between 
the  feat  and  fymptoms  of  the  virulent  go- 
norrhoea in  women  and  in  men,  muft  be  obvious  • 
in  what  however  it  conlifts,  is  here  to  be  exa- 
mined. Whilif  the  urethra  is  the  feat  of  the 
difeafe  in  men,  fo  principally  the  vagina,  is  that  in 
women ;  from  v/hence  the  whole  pudendum 
foon  partakes  of  the  fymytoras  and  infccStion* 
The  approach  of  the  fymptoms  is  much  of  the 
fame  nature  in  women  as  in  men  ;  with  this 
difference  however,  that  they  rather  appear 
quicker,  and  feldom  rife  to  fuch  an  inflammatory- 
height.  This  is  eafily  accounted  for :  Firft* 
their  fibres  are  more  delicate,  and  therefore  the 
fymptoms  fooner  appear ;  fecondly,  they  are 
laxer,  and  therefore  eaiier  give  way,  whereby 
the  inflammation  is  checked  -,  but  on  the  other 
hand  again,  from  the  fame  reafons,  the  difcharge 
is  more  plentiful. 

I  have  obferved  in  the  preceding,  that  the 
fymptoms  in  a  gonorrhoea,  are  in  general,  more 
acute  the  firft  time  5  but  this  is  more  remarkably 
fo  in  women:  For  whilft  a  young  woman,  for 
the  firfl  time,  fhall  fuffer  much,  an  old  offender 
fhall  fcarce  know  it  is  fo,  but  from  other  fymp- 
toms, and  that  fhe  has  already  propagated  it. 

However,  in  general,  it  makes  its  appearance 
more  or  lefs  in  the  following  manner  :  About 
two,  three,  or  four  days  after  the  infe6^1on,  the 
patient  feels,  from  the  irritation  of  the  miafm,  an 
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incrmations  for  coition,  but  this  irritation  foon 
degenerates  into  pain  ;  flie  feels  a  pricking, 
ihooting,  and  confiriftive  pain  within  the  vagina, 
fo  that  Ihe  cannot  fuffer  coition  but  with  the  ut- 
nioft  difficulty ;  for  the  vagina  from  the  inflamma- 
tion, is  fore  and  conftrided,  from  which  it  is  be- 
come narrower  and  more  turgid  at  that  time  than 
ufual.  From  the  irritation  likewife,  the  clitoris 
becomes  ered:,  and  the  labia,  alse,  and  carunculae 
myrtiformes,  fwell  up  j  but,  like  the  inflamed 
priapifm  in  men,  fere  and  painful.  The  urine 
begins  to  be  hot,  and  foon  fcalds,  particularly 
afterwards,  fo  that  the  patient  dreads  making 
water ;  which  however  ihe  is  obliged  to  repeat 
oftener  than  ufual.  She  feels  a  contradiive 
and  painfal  fenfation,  from  the  mons  veneris 
np  in  her  body,  about  the  hypogaflric  regions, 
together  with  flfcue  creeping  motions  within  the 
fides,  about  the  hips,  as  alfo  fome  dull  pains  in 
her  loins  acrofs  the  facrum  ;  which  is  occafioned 
from  the  Simulation  of  the  virus  in  the  clitoris, 
and  communicated  to  the  ligamenta  rotunda, 
and  the  irritation  given  the  uterus  and  ovaria. 
The  running,  or  diicharge,  is  at  firil  lymphatic 
or  llimy  ;  next,  watery, Iharp,  foetid  and  bloody  ; 
and  at  length  becomes  a  deep  yellow  (fometimcs 
inclining  to  a  greenifh  cait;  purulent,  foetid,  and 
a  copious  difcharge. 

If  the  gonorrhoea  is  of  the  ordinary  kind,  and 
nothing  interrupts  the  courfe  of  the  difcharge, 
the  acute  fymptoms  foon  abate  ;  the  inflamima- 
tion,  conftri<5lion  of  the  vagina,  dyfuria,  tume- 
faction of  the  pudendum  in  general,  fpafmodic 
contradtion  of  the  clitoris  and  ligamenta  rotunda, 
gradually  fublxde  ^    and  if  proper  remedies  are 
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applied,  the  purulent  difcharge  will  gradually 
verge  towards  a  white  and  filmy  confiftence,  till 
it  becomes  tranfparent,  ropy,  and  at  length  dif- 
appears. 

The  feat  of  the  gonorrhoea  is  chiefly  in  the  la- 
cuna in  ;;he  vagina ;  but  fometimes  it  will  be 
feated  near  and  in  the  fphinifter  of  the  vefica  uri- 
naria, otherwiff?  called  the  profiate,  or  elfe  in  the 
lacunse,  feated  about  the  clitoris;  at  other  times 
it  will  be  feated  in  the  Cowper's  glands  near  the 
perinyeum,  which  are  but  lacunae  with  the 
refi.  Be  however  the  feat  where  it  will,  it  makes 
but  little  difference,  as  long  as  the  place  may  be 
come  at  5  but  the  worft  feat  of  all,  is  within  the 
uterus,  or  the  os  internum,  whence  the  evil  is 
not  fo  eafily  removed.  That  the  feat  of  the  go- 
norrhoea may  be  judged  in  the  uterus,  may  be 
gathered  from  the  Iharp  burning  and  flinging 
pain  they  feel  there ;  and  which  is  followed  by 
a  more  than  ordinary  quantity  of  foetid  ichorous 
and  bloody  matter. 

Women  are  in  general  more  fubjed:  to  iliank- 
ers  than  men,  on  account  of  the  great  quantity 
of  matter  they  difcharge,  and  particularly  if  they 
are  not  very  cleanly  ;  but  they  are  never  fo 
obftinate  in  the  cure,  if  properly  managed : 
They  differ,  however,  greatly  in  this  refpeQ:,  ac- 
cording to  their  iituation.  Ulcers  are  more 
painful,  and  ditficulr  to  manage,  in  the  clitoris, 
the  OS  intern utn,  th.  caruriculae  myrtiformes,  or 
fphin6ler  urinaria,  ihan  thofe  in  the  alae,  or  la- 
bia^ ;  becaule  the  firft  mentioned  parts  are  of  a 
nervous  and  tendinous  texture,  whilfl  the  latter 
are  mor^  relaxed   and  veficular  ^  and  therefore 
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not  fo  liable  to  conftri6iions,  confcquently  yield 
ealier  to  the  applications,  and  more  readily  cica- 
trize. But  on  the  other  hand  again,  lince  thefe 
fofter  parts  are  more  compliable,  they  are  for  the 
fame  reafon  peculiarly  fubje6t  to  fungous  excref- 
cences  ;  the  nature  of  which  we  fliall  more  fully 
explain  in  another  place. 

Let  the  feat  of  the  firfl  infection  or  the  recent 
gonorrhoea,  however,  be  where  it  will  in  the  pu- 
dendum muliebre,  the  virus  is  liable  to  be  pro- 
pelled, and  dil-lurbed  in  its  courfe,  the  fame,  and 
from  the  fame  caufcs,  as  mentioned  before  with 
men  i  hence,  females  have  buboes  as  frequent  as 
the  other  fex.  It  would  appear  abfurd  to  fay 
they  are  likewife  fubje<5t  to  fwell'd  teiHcles  j  yer, 
what  is  the  fame  with  them,  the  ovaria,  fuffer 
frequently  not  a  little ;  and  I  make  no  doubt, 
that  there  is  at  times  as  great  an  obllrudion  in 
thefe  organs,  as  in  the  male  tefticles,  if  we  may 
judge  from  the  heavy  complaints  made  fome- 
times  of  thofe  parts,  and  the  fymptom|4hat  evi- 
dently indicate  fuch  obfirudtions.    Z^'f"" 

That  the  virus  is  liable  to  be  propelled  to  the 
uterus,  I  apprehend  no  one  will  make  a  doubt 
of;  but  I  am  afraid  it  is  not  in  general  paid  fo 
much  attention  to,  as  it  deferves ;  and  from  the 
want  of  a  llri61:  regard  to  thefe  circumftances, 
many  women  have  not  only  laboured  all  their 
lifetime  under  the  virulent  gonorrhoea  (under  the 
name  of  the  whites)  but  either  become  barren, 
or  elfe  brought  forth  children,  objeds  of  mifery 
and  pity. 

Women  are  fubje(5^  to  many  infirmities,  which, 
though  at  times  are  much  in  their  favour,  yet  lay 
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tliem  in  general  under  many  difadvantages  ;  and 
from  whence  even  the  moft  experienced  will  have 
difficulties  to  judge  properly  of  the  many  ail- 
ments incident  to  the  fex,  either  from  their 
complaints,  or  from  appearances  :  They  are  like- 
wife  fubje6^  to  be  impofed  on  (which  at  times 
they  are  moft  grofly)  ;  but  the  artful  of  the  fex, 
in  their  turn  again,  have  it  greatly  in  their  power 
to  baffle  and  deceive  the  moft  lage  ^fculapian  : 
How  eify  it  is,  in  g-^ncral,  to  perfuade  an  inno- 
cent and  virtuous  woman,  who  unfortunately  has 
contraded  a  virulent  gonorrhoea,  that  it  is  only 
a  iliarp  iluor  albus,  or  the  whites,  I  appeal  to 
unfaithful  huihands ;  and  that  fometimes  the 
moft  curious  examination  cannot  diftinguifh  an 
inveterate  clap  from  a  fmor  albus,  if  the  woman 
will  deal  cunningly,  I  appeal  to  the  experienced 
furgeon. 

The  fymptoms  of  an  incipient  gonorrhoea 
fooner  fubfide  in  women  than  in  men,  and  a 
woman  is  certainly  eafteft  cured ;  yet,  with  this 
difference,  provided  fhe  is  young,  and  carries  no 
remains  of  former  injuries,  either  from  claps, 
mifcarriages,  or  other  female  wTaknelTes  3 
otherwife,  the  cure  becomes  too  frequently  but 
fuperficially  fo  5  for  then,  to  do  it  properly,  is 
a  more  difficult  tafk  than  we  are  generally  aware 
of,  at  leaft  by  the  common  method.  Thus 
much  on  a  recent  gonorrhoea  in  women.  I  Ihall 
therefore,  in  the  next  place,  proceed  to  the  inve- 
terate or  h:<bitual  gonorrhoea,  which  is  of  greater 
confequcnce,  and  moft  difficult  to  be  acquainted 
with. 
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Of  the  HABITUAL  GLEET  in  WOMEN. 

IN  order  to  make  a  proper  diagnoftlc  diftinc^ 
tion  between  the  virulent  gonorrhoea,  parti- 
cularly, when  it  is  become  habitual,  and  Inve- 
terate, from  the  fluor  albus,  or  the  whites,  it  is 
but  right,  we  Ihould  have  a  juft  notion  of  both  : 
In  regard  to  the  firft,  it  is  the  Continuation  of 
the  gonorrhoeal  ulcers,  with  this  difference,  that 
the  phlegoiis  of  the  pudendum  in  general,  the 
dyfaria,  painful  copulation,  &c.  before  defcribed, 
have  abated,  but  the  difcharge  flows  as  plentiful 
as  ever,  and  Is  become  purulent ;  however  as  to 
the  latter,  namely,  the  fluor  albus,  it  is  not  only 
produced  from  various  caufes,  but  Is  attended 
with  fo  many  different  fymptoms,  and  puts  on 
fuch  a  variety  of  appearances,  that  there  remain 
but  very  few  charadterifbcs  to  diflinguifli  it  from 
the  habitual  purulent  gleet. 

To  treat  on  the  various  caufes,  and  the  nature 
of  the  fluor  albus,  might  make  a  volume  of  it- 
felf ;  I  fhall  therefore  not  pretend  here  but  barely 
to  give  the  outlines  thereof;  yet,  though  concife, 
I  hope  fufficient  to  anfwer  the  purpofe.  The 
fluor  albus  flgnifies  a  v/hite  flooding  ;  this  indeed 
is  its  appearance,  if,  of  the  mild  kind  :  but  from 
this  it  will  vary,  not  only  in  colour,  but  likewife 
in  confiflence,  according  to  the  caufes  of  it,  and 
the  habit  the  body  is  in. 

The  caufes  from  whence  this  flux  may  be  pro- 
duced, are  many  ;  but  they  may  be  diflinguiibed 
^Ito  two  kinds ;    The  flrfl,  from  a  weaknefs  of 
L  3  the 
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the  fibres,  and  the  tubul^e  from  whence  it  is  dif-? 
charged  ;  the  fecond,  proceeding  from  fome  in- 
juries, when  thofe  velTels  have  been,  by  what- 
ever caufe,  lacerated,  and  thus  continue  in  a  ftate 
of  ulceration.  To  imderftand  the  firft  kind,  it 
is  requilite  to  examine  the  catamenia,  or.  men- 
flrual  difcharge,  fince  the  fluor  is  a  produftion 
from  the  fame  tubuli. 

The  catamenia  is  the  monthly  difcharge  from 
the  pudenda  in  women  whilft  unpregnant.  It 
generally  begins  about  the  age  of  fourteen,  and 
lafis  till  betv/een  forty  and  fifty  ;  the  time  that 
nature  deiigned  them  for  generation.  Moft  ge- 
nerally the  interval  is  about  a  lunar  month ;  the 
time  it  is  on  them,  is  as  various  as  the  quantity 
they  difcharge ;  in  general  about  three  or  four 
days ;  and  the  quantity  about  eight  or  twelve 
ounces.  With  fome  there  are  various  preceding 
fymptoms,  fuch  as  head^ach,  pain  in  the  loins, 
and  in  the  breafls,  a  ihort  breathednefs,  &c. 
with  others,  it  appears  without  giving  any  pre- 
vious notice,  except  the  flated  exad:  intermediate 
time.  With  fome  it  will  have  the  appearance, 
and  is  in  {a.6\  nothing  but  good  blood ;  with 
others,  it  will  be  watery,  Iharp,  different  colours,^ 
and.  even  fometimes  very  oifenlive  :  And  yet, 
under  all  thefe  different  appearances,  the  patient 
appears  frequently  healthy. 

There  are  curious  problems  of  phylic  under 
this  head,  which  remain  unfolved ;  which  how- 
ever the  limit  of  this  work  will  not  admit  to  en- 
quire into,  (viz  )  Why  this  flux  is  peculiar  to  the 
human  fpecies  ?  The  caufe  thereof  ?  &c.  It  is 
fufficient  for  our  purpofe,  that  it  is  drained  from 

the 
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the  ofticula  of  the  hypogaf^ric  and  hsemorrhoidal 
ramifications,  which  fpread  themfelves  within  the 
uterus  and  the  vagina,  according  to  the  period 
prefcribed  by  nature. 

That   it  is  not  from  an  overflowing  of  a  ple- 
thora, as  many  have  aiTerted,  is,   I    think,   very 
plain  ;  iince  weak,  delicate,  and  thin  habits  have 
generally  more  of  it,  than  fanguine  and   robufi: 
females  :  And  that  it  is  thought  to  be  owing  10 
an  internal   fermentation,  is  equally  in  my  opi- 
nion, as  great  a  miilake  ;    iince  nothing  is  more 
prejudicial  than  bad  digeftion,   ftrong   emotions 
of  the  mind,  and  whatever  caufes  a  feveriin  wal- 
ling in  the  blood  3    moreover,  working,  and  hard 
labouring  women  have  leaft  cf  it ;    even  fo,  that 
it  has  quite  difappeared   in  appearance  of  bloody 
and  yet  they  have  remained  in  perfed:  health  ;: 
That  it  is  neither  actuated  by  lunar  influences, 
is  hkewife    plain ;    Iince  every  woman  has  her 
ftated   time,  regardlefs    of  the   changes   of    the 
moon,     And  iaftly,  that  it   is  only  peculiar  to 
the  human  fpecies,  is  neither  founded   on   ftrid: 
obfervation  :    for  apes,  who  fomewhat  refemble 
the  human  fpecies  in  their  genitals,  have  it  very 
regular:    But  beli:ies   this,   every  fpecies  of  ani- 
mals,  particularly  quadrupeds  of  the   donieftic 
kind,  have, been  obferved,  that  when  the  females 
have,  by  a  natural  inftind:,  been  defirous  of  co-. 
pulation,  a  humour  has  oozed  from  the  genitals, 
and  repeated  at  certain  periods,  till  impregnated  ; 
add  to  this,   the  lefs  exercife  fuch  animals,  have, 
the  more  fuch  difcharges  have  been. 

On   the    whole,    it    appears  to  me,  that  this 
linonthly  difcharge  of  the  catamenia,  is   deilined 
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by  nature  to  open  the  female  organs  for  gefla» 
tion  ;  in  order  that  the  ofticula  of  the  wonder- 
cus  fibric  within  the  uterus,  may  the  better  re- 
t  Hve  the  adherence  of  the  femen  v'lnlQ  in  coition  ; 
as  it  is  allovvcd  on  all  hands,  from  experience, 
th.it  a  woman  readier  conceives  immediately  after 
th.'  menfes  ih-in  at  any  other  time. 

In  the  general  couvie,  the  catamenia  approaches, 
with  the  following  appearances,  or  rather  fymp- 
toms  ;  a  diy  or  two  before  the  pudendum  is. 
more  than  ordinarily  iubricated  with  a  lymphatic 
mucus  :  This  proceeds  from  the  congeftion  of 
humours  towards  thefe  parts,  whereby  the  ofti- 
cula  of  the  lymphatic  ramifications  in  the  uterus, 
but  particularly  the  lacuna,  in  and  about  the. 
vagina,  are  urged  to  a  more  than  ordinary  fecre- 
tion  :  For  the  mofl:  part,  a  pain,  or  at  leaft  a  dif- 
agreeable  opprefiive  fenfation,  is  felt  in  the  loins  ; 
this  is  caufed  by  the  plenitude  of  humours  ac- 
cumulatiAg  themfelves  in  thefe  parts,  and  mull 
give  a  pre  ill  ve  fenfiiiion  to  the  nerves  ;  which 
take  their  o;  ig  n  from  the  facrum.  Then  the  flux 
makes  its  appearance;  which  continues 'till  with 
a  proper  elailicity  of  the  fibres,  they  are  admitted 
to  contra^f  themfelves  again  ;  when  the  difcharge 
ends  gradually  with  the  lymph,  and  difappears. 

This  is  the  general  Itate  in  health  ;  but  if  the 
habit  of  body  is  acrimonious,  the  fibres  from  the 
congef^ion  are  oppreffed,  and  the  flowing  is  re- 
tarded ;  hence,  the  pain  in  the  loins,  and  the  pu- 
bes,  head-ach,  &c.  is  greatly  augmented  ;  and 
iinre  the  humours,  in  fome  meafure,  are  become 
ftagnated,  and  flow  but  fparingly  at  fir  ft,  the 
proper  crairamentum  of  the  blood  is  loft  ;    and 

hence. 
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hence  it  will,  when  it  begins  to  flow,  appear  quite 
different  from  pure  blood  :  To  this  we  may  add, 
if  there  be  an  intermixture  of  bile,  either  from 
ill  digeftion,  or  emotions  of  the  mind,  (to  which 
the  fex  are  more  fubje6t  than  men)  the  humours 
will  the  more  incline  to  a  putrid  acridnefs ;  and 
hence,  in  fuch  habits,  the  menftrual  difchargc, 
will  at  times  become  of  a  malignant  nature. 
This  gave  rife  to  the  ancient  affertions  of  poifon- 
ous  qualities  in  the  catamenia. 

When  either  with  the  addition  of  the  fore-men- 
tioned, or  exclulive  thereof,  the  fibres  of  the 
generative  organs  are  in  a  liate  of  relaxation,  the 
flux  will  continue  longer  ;  and  as  they,  from  fuch 
weaknefs,  have  neither  power  to  difcharge  pro- 
perly, nor  conftri6l  themfelves  from  the  influx  of 
humours,  till  the  proper  period  arrives,  they  will 
remain  oozing  for  fome  time  after  the  menftrual 
difcharge ;  and  this  is  properly  the  fluor  albus. 

Whilft  the  fluor  remains  limple  without  any 
painful  inconvenience,  it  is  white  ;  much  refem- 
bling  a  milky  cream,  and  rends  only  to  weaken 
the  body  :  But  if  accompanied  with  an  habitual 
acrimony,  it  will  lofe  this  favourable  confiilency, 
and  turn  humid,  fharp,  and  foetid  -,  when  it  will 
be  liable,  not  only  to  erode  the  parts  it  flows 
from,  thereby  give  them  an  ulcerous  aptitude, 
and  thus  make  the  fluor  of  a  purulent  afpect ; 
but  if  repelled,  taint  the  whole  mafs  of  blood, 
with  pernicious  acrimonies,  and  be  the  author 
of  many  grievances. 

The  fluor  albus,  whilfl:  In  the  fimple  flate,  fel- 
dom  fucceeds  the  catamenia  immediately  ;  fince 
the  natural  inclination  of  humours  in  the  dif- 
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charge,  has  avoided  going  to  thefe  parts  for  a 
while,  but  it  foon  appears  again:  Nor  does  it 
flow  in  the  menllrual  difcharge  itfelf ;  fince  the 
flux  is  too  fucceflive,  to  admit  of  time  requiiite 
to  the  tranfmutation,  from  a  fanguine  colour,  to 
that  of  a  ladeal :  Various  authors  argue  a  pro- 
dudtion  of  the  iiuor  albus  from  lacteal  veifels ; 
but  I  humbly  conceive  fuch  lacteal  veiTels,  in  the 
organs  of  generation,  exift  in  their  imagination 
only  ;  for  that  the  blood  ealily  becomes  of  a  puiTy 
white,  we  experience  daily  in  the  act  of  fuppu-^. 
ration ;  and  that  the  fiuor  albus  is  generated  by 
a  fuppurative  concodlon,  (if  I  may  be  aHov/e4 
the  phrafe)  I  think  Is  demonftratively  clear.     ^ 

Be  this  however  as  it  may^  certain  it  is,  that 
the  fluor  albus  is  an  infirmity  attendant  on  deli- 
cate, and  fedentary  women  chiefly,  and  from 
whence  they  become  valetudinarians ;  whilft  wo- 
men of  a  more  robuft  mould,  and  who  ufe  mo- 
derate exercife,  are  for  the  mofl:  part  Grangers  to 
it :  This  is  one  of  the  bleffings  the  blooming 
ruHic  country  lafs  poUMes,  in  preference  to 
the  pale  and  delicate  fine  lady. 

The  fluor  albus  in  its  infancy,  is  generally 
ealily  remedied  ;  not  indeed  fo  much  by  the  helpi 
of  gallipots,  as  moderate  exercife,  and  a  good 
regimen  ;  but  if  it  continues.  It  will  naturally  in- 
creafe  ;  whereby  the  body  will  be  weakened,  and 
contrad  a  laffitude;  the  animal  fpirits  be  ex- 
haufted  ;  the  blood  loie  its  fpiffitude,  and  become 
impoverifhed  5  the  habit  cachexious  :  Hie  mind 
whimlical,  peevilh,  'ind  have  flrange  longings, 
like  thofe  attending  pregnancy  ;  the  eyes  become 
weak  5  the  ancles  fwell  in  the  day,  and.  the  (ace 
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is  bloated  at  night  ;  at  length  commences  an 
oedematous  pituity  from  the  ancles  gradually 
extending  upwards ;  and  a  marafmus,  or  an  af- 
cites  frequently  ends  the  fcene. 

The  evacuation  of  the  catamenia,  generally  at 
firft,  is  fomewhat  irregular,  'till  nature  is  brought 
into  its  proper  channel  5  in  like  manner  is  the 
fluor  albus,  'till  it  is  become  habitual ;  with  moft 
women  it  will  foon  come  on  very  regularly,  be- 
tween the  periodical  time  of  menftruation;  with 
others  again,  oblerve  no  regularity  at  all ;  but 
fome  however,  will  labour  under  it  continually, 
even  in  the  time  of  the  menfes  itfelf. 

When  either  by  an  overflowing  of  bile,  (as  It 
is  termed)  or  otherwife,  the  fluor  is  become 
acrimonious,  it  will  caufe  difagreeable  fenfations. 
about  the  various  parts  of  generation,  as  well  in 
the  matrix,  as  in  the  pudendum  in  general ;  oc^ 
cafion  a  heat  of  urine,  and  pain  in  the  loins,  and 
prefllire  at  the  pubes :  This  however,  does  not 
continue  in  general,  but  comes  on  and  goes  off 
irregularly.  Sometimes  the  fluor  v/ill  be  puru- 
lent, fometimes  of  a  famous  hue,  fometimes  of  a 
deep  yellow,  green,  or  brownifh  cafl:,  and  even 
at  times  black. 

In  this  flate  the  patient  is  frequently  troubled 
with  rheumatic  flying  pains  in  various  parts  of 
the  body  ;  fometimes  violent  itchings  in  the  fkin, 
attended  with  blotches  and  pimples,  frequently 
on  the  face  ;  particularly  in  the  forehead,  yellow 
fcales  will  appear,  and  even  fometimes  an  achor 
ail  over  the  head.  At  length,  if  not  remedied, 
the  patient  links  gradually  into  a  marafmus,    or 
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hedic  decline,  attended  with  a  malacia,  and  uni« 
verfal  feeblenefs,  'till  gradu-ally  the  dropfy  ancj 
death  clofes  the  whole. 

Such  are  the  confequences  which  gradually 
may  proceed  from  fen^ale  weakneffes  ;  whether 
from  obftruded  menfes  ;  leucophlegmatic  habits, 
chloroiis,  hyfterlcs,  &c.  or  even  a  fedenlary  life; 
and  to  which  the  female  fex  in  general,  young  or 
old,  maids  or  married,  chafte  or  lewd,  are  liable. 

But  there  are  other  caufcs  of  a  more  abfolute 
nature,  from  which  evacuations,  under  the  name 
of  fiuor  albus,  (though  from  their  nature,  ought 
to  have  different  appellations)  take  their  origin  % 
Namely,  when  the  difcharge  is  of  the  purulent 
kind,  and  caufed  by  lacerations  of  the  reticulary 
oiVicula  in  the  uterus ;  or  the  lacunae  within  the 
vagina,  or  pudendal  parts  in  general :  Such  a 
difcharge  is  evidently  the  produ(3ion  of  adtual 
ulceration  ;  which  in  fa6l,  can  differ  very  little 
from  the  inveterate  gonorrhoea,  ej^cept  in  the 
method  of  its  firit  being  contrad:ed. 

Now  fuch  a  purulent  fluor,  may  be  occaiioned 
by  manv  different  mear^s,  (viz.'  from  eXcefs  of 
venery-,  mifcarriages,  difficult  labours,  or  other 
injuries  received,  either  in  the  uterus  or  vagina^, 
exclulive  of  the  venereal  virus. 

In  regard  to  excefs  of  venery,  this  has  been  ex- 
plained before  ;  to  which  I  Ihall  here  add,  that 
nothing  contributes  more  to  emaciate  the  beft 
cdnffitutlcn  than  this  ;  befides,  this  pernicious 
kind  of  fluor  is  generally  univerfal ;  as  well  in 
the  uteruF,  from  the  continual  (trains  the  uterine, 
organs  are  fubjedt  to,  from  the  violent  agitatioa 
of  repeated  venery,  asalfo  in  the  vagina,  and  pu- 
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dendum  from  th^  ulcerous  difcharges,  occafioned 
by  the  repeated  tridion,  together  with  the  drain- 
ing of  the  parts ;  and  I  defy  the  moft  experienced 
furgeon  to  make  a  diflindlion  between  this  kind 
of  ulceration,  and  an  old  {landing  clap,  by  the 
moft  fcrupulous  examination  :  except  the  caufe 
of  it  is  communicated  by  the  patient  herfelf, 

Mifcarriages  are  liable  to  occaiion  great  mif- 
chief ;  and  Til  maintain  it,  that  a  woman  runs 
more  riilc  of  being  ruined  by  one  mifcarriage, 
than  ten  natural  parturitions  :  For,  as  the  em- 
bryo, or  foetus,  is  iiuimately  united  to  the  ute- 
rus, even  fo  as  to  continue  the  circulation  of  hu- 
mours, betwixt  that  and  its  contends,  it  is  plain, 
that  a  reparation,  before  a  natural  maturity,  muft 
occaiion  a  delaceration  of  the  delicate  analtomo- 
fation  of  the  reticular  fubftance  of  the  matrix, 
and  the  unripe  placenta  ;  particularly  if  fome  fu- 
perwife  midwife  lends  her  officious  affiftance,  to 
tear  it  away  by  main  force,  and  next  drenches 
the  poor  patient  w^ith  the  mofl  powerful  emmie- 
nagogues.  The  injuries  received  from  fuch 
mifcarriages,  (but  radier  indeed  from  unfkllful 
aiMance)  are  too  obvious ;  an  habitual  purulent 
fiuor  too  often  follows  the  patient  for  life,  with 
all  the  fatal  attend-^aits  thereof. 

The  evil  coafequences  of  hard  labours,  need 
fcarce  be  mentioned  ;  too  well  known  from 
fad  experience.  Were  thefe  evil  confequences 
however,  barely  from  difficult  labours,  owing  to 
a  default  of  nature,  fuch  fuffisrings  would  but 
feldom  occur  ;  but  unfortunately  the  caufe  pro- 
ceeds too  frequently  from  felf-iufficiency,  and 
unikilfulnefs  of  midwifes^  male  <?r  female  3  add 
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to  thiSj  the  barbarous  pradice  of  grabbling,  either 
with  hands,  or  what  is  yet  more  abominable^ 
tongs,  under  the  name  of  forceps,  in  the  uterus  5 
from  whence  fuch  unfortunate  patients,  generally 
drag  a  perpetual  evacuation  of  purulent  fluor^ 
accompanied  with,  many  other  grievances,  with 
them  to  their  grave. 

Concerning  other  injuries,  fuch  are  too  fre-^ 
quently  occaiioned,  either  from  a  procidentia 
uteri,  the  imprudent  ufe  of  aftringents,  or  emme- 
iiagogue  pelTaries  ;  or  eroding  injedions,  &c.  all 
which  may  have  the  evil  tendencies  equal  with 
the  former. 

In  Ihort,  whatever  injuries  the  ftamina  of  the 
ramificating  veflels,  either  in  the  uterus,  or  the 
lacunae  in  the  vagina,  or  pudendum  in  general, 
cannot  fail  of  cauiing  ulcerations ;  which  are  too 
frequently  experienced  in  their  nature,  equally  as 
injurious,  as  if  contracfted  from  venereal  ulcers; 
with  this  difference,  that  a  venereal  virus  attacks 
more,  as  it  were,  by  furprife,  and  thus  caufes  a 
greater  contell:  in  the  parts,  or  an  inflammation ; 
from  whence  other  parts  are  fubjed  to  receive  an 
infed ion  ;  wh.lif  thefe  puffy  difcharges  have  had 
a  more  gradud  approach,  and  flowly  come  to 
fuch  a  height  of  ulceration.  But  when  the  in- 
flammable fymptoms  of  the  virulent  kind  are 
abated,  the  continuation  thereof  is  fo  exa6fly 
alike  to  the  former,  that  the  confequences,  iigns, 
diagnoftics,  prognoftics,and  the  very  cure  thereof, 
are  exadly  alike  :  That  is,  the  fluor  albus  pro- 
ceeding from  ulcerations,  particularly  in  the  va- 
gina, or  pudendum  in  general,  cannot  be  diftin- 
guiihed  from  the  habitual  purulent  gonorrhoea, 
being  exa^^ly  alike  in  every  circumflance. 

Froni 
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From  this  defcrlption,  we  clearly  conceive  a 
rational  diflin6^ion,  which  ought  to  be  obferved 
in  thefe  inquiries  ;  and  from  this  we  fee  likewife 
the  caufes  of  many  ailments,  not  only  in  chafte 
mothers,  but  alfo  entailed  on  the  innocent  oiF- 
fpring  ;  and  though  nothing  venereal  has  been 
in  the  cafe,  yet  it  has  had,  at  times,  fo  near  a 
refemblance,  that  the  parties  concerned  have  often 
been  fligmatized  with  crimes  they  have  not  de- 
ferved.  It  behoves  therefore,  the  judicious  prac- 
titioner, to  be  cautious  in  his  diagnoftic  concluli- 
on  ;  yet  may  his  indication  be  levelled  againft  the 
greater  evil,  to  which  the  ItlTer  will  always  yield, 
A  recent  gonorrhoea  is  eafily  known,  but  in 
refpecf  to  the  inveterate  kind,  all  what  we  need 
to  know  (regarding  the  benefit  of  the  patient)  is, 
whether  the  difcharge  is  mild  or  virulent,  lym- 
phatic or  purulent,  &c.  and  whether  the  feat 
thereof  is  external  or  internal,  the  quantity  of 
the  difcharge,  and  the  various  fymptoms ;  for 
if  the  difcharge  is  mild,  white,  lymphatic,  by 
^^ i^^GT^y^^sonbi^Jl  without  pain,  or  heat  of  urine  5  it 
^i^^is  only  Til m pie  fluor  albus  :  But  if  the  difcharge 
//^  is  of  a  deep  yellow,  purulent,  foetid  ^continually, 
without  intermillion,  attended  with  pain7"^n3 
fmarting  of  urine,  the  fluor  is  purulent,  and  re- 
quires another  treatment  3  let  the  origin  be  ve- 
nereal or  not. 

If  by  infpe(5lIon  we  find  the  lacunae  about  the 
fphinder  urinaria,  or  any  other  part  in  the  pu- 
dendum fore,  or  on  a  gentle  prefTure,  yield  a 
pulTy  matter,  we  know  fuch  parts  are  aifedted ; 
likewife  if  any  part  within  the  vagina  feels  more 
tender  than  any  other^.  on  the  touch,  an  ulcera- 
tion 
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tion  is  plain ;  if  however,  the  difcharge  flow,  he- 
fides  ^11  thefe  examinations,  it  is  evident  the  pro- 
dudion  muft  be  from  the  uterus  ^  the  recenter 
the  cafe  is,  the  ealier  it  will  yield  to  proper  ap- 
plications j  but  if  of  long  ftanding,  and  becomes 
habitual,  it  is  natural  to  fuppofe  the  cafe  more 
obftlnate, 

Notwithftanding  the  iimilitude  of  the  various 
kinds  of  purulent  difcharges  beforementioned, 
there  remains  flill  fomething  peculiarly  characSte- 
riftic  to  that  of  the  venereal  kind;  namely,  the 
propeniity  and  aptitude  to  infinuate  itielf  more 
in  the  lacunae,  than  any  other  parts,  and  involve 
itfelf  deeply  in  that  fubftance,  where  It  at  firft 
ftriKrk  root ;  confequently  ading  with  more  vio- 
lence, to  work  its  way  outwardly ;  and  thereby, 
not  only  ingrafts  the  ulcerations  more  intimately 
in  thefe  little  giandulse,  but  from  the  fymptoms 
which  fuch  elaboration  occalions,  aifei^ts  other  parts, 
and  renders  them  liable  to  partake  of  the  mi- 
afmatic  virus :  But  after  the  ulceration  is  become 
.  quiet,  and  the  inflammatory  fymptoms  abated,  it 
I  lofes  alfo,  in  fome  meafure,  its  infe6^ive  quality^ 
\  infomuch,  that  in  time  there  is  no  difference  at 
all,  in  the  nature  of  it,  diilindive  from  that  of 
any  other  caufe  :  Hence  the  habitual  venereal  gleet 
in  men,  and  that  in  women,  may  remain  dormantly 
inoffeniive  to  themfelves,  even  for  life  ;  and  thofe 
accuftomed  to  their  embraces;  yet  only  like  a 
fmothered  fire,  which  is  fubje6\,  one  time  or  the 
other,  to  awaken,  and  put  the  whole  animal  mafs 
in  a  blaze. 

It 
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It  is  true,  that  this  habitual  gleet  in  men  and 
women,  if  regular  and  gentle,  may  not  prevent 
■procreation,  and  even  the  bringing  forth  healthy 
children  :  Yet  how  precarious  and  detrimental 
fuch  an  ulcerous  iffue  is  to  the  parties  and  poile- 
rity,  is  too  evident,  from  the  many  melancholy 
examples ;  which  will  appear  more  in  the  fe- 
quel  of  this  sethiological  enquiry. 

Having  thus  examined  the  nature  of  a  go- 
norrhoea! evacuation,  we  will  next  turn  our 
thoughts  on  the  various  difagreeable  attending 
fymptoms  thereof. 


0/  INFLAMMATORY  SYMPTOMS. 

WHEREVER  there  is  an  oppofition  to 
the  free  circulation  of  the  fluids,  there 
muft  be  an  inflammation.  Liberty  and  freedom 
is  the  great  wifli  of  nature,  and  implanted  m 
every  atom  of  life  ;  and  whatever  obftruds  this 
facred  enjoyment,  gives  the  alarm  to  the  inte- 
refl:ed  parties,  and  all  concerned,  unite,  to  expel 
the  encroaching  enemy.  The  firfl:  emotions  are 
the  moll  painful;  but  at  length  the  contefl:  fub- 
fldes,  and  the  vanquiflied,  gradually  fubmxits  to 
the  yokeof  oppreffion;  at  the  fame  time  labour- 
ing under  a  difcontent,  and  for  ever  endeavour- 
ing to  ihake  off  the  obnoxious  burthen.  Thus 
it  is  in  a  ilate,  and  thus  it  is  in  the  animal  ceco- 
iiomy. 

The  fymptoms  of  inflammation  which  gradu- 
ally occur    in  the   recent  virulent  gonorrhoea, 
would  naturally  have  made  the  fame  appearance, 
M  if 
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if  the  injury  had  been  occafioned  by  any  other 
means,  than  a  venereal  virus;  as  is  evident  from 
wounds,  burnings,  contufions,  cauflics,  &c. 
For  as  the  veficular  ramifications  are  either  lace- 
rated or  maimed,  fo  as  to  be  unable  to  do  their 
functions,  the  humours  confequently  obilrud:  in 
them,  and  dam  up  the  perpetual  influx  and  cir- 
culation of  humours  coming  from  other  parts ; 
and  of  courfe  continue  the  diftortion  of  the 
neighbouring  tubule;  whereby  the  nervous  tex^ 
ture  becomes  irritated,  and  Simulated  to  a  con- 
tradiion,  and  thus  makes  their  extenlion  more  in- 
tolerable :  It  follows  therefore,  that  the  accumu- 
lating humours,  prefling  on  all  fides,  the  tubulse 
and  nervous  fibres  mull  irritate  them  to  increafe 
their  fundiions ;  whereby  they  endeavour  to  dif- 
engage  themfelves  from  the  oppreflion ;  which 
ftruggling  agitation,  mufl  naturally  excite  a 
vital  heat  in  the  contelling  parts :  And  becaufe 
the  globules  of  the  blood  are  drove  by  the  con- 
Itridion  of  the  fibres,  out  of  their  proper  channels 
into  the  lymphatic  veiTels,  the  parts  alfo  become 
fwelled,  and  of  an  inflammatory  red.  This  is 
the  firfl  flate  of  inflammation ;  which  will  natu-- 
rally  farther  efFed:  the  neighbouring,  and  fuch 
parts  as  are  moll  intimately  linked  hand  in  hand 
in  the  chain  of  friendfhip  and  interell. 

When  the  fibres  of  the  opprefTed  tubufe,  ei- 
ther by  a  relaxation  give  vent,  or  by  the  power 
of  their  elaflic  conllridlion  repel  the  flagnated 
fluids,  without  any  elaceration  of  their  fibral 
llamlna,  fo  that  the  fluids  may  pafs  again  unob- 
flrudled  in  their  wonted  courfe  as  before,  nature 
is  rcftored  to  its  former  tranquility ;  and  this  is 

a  dif^ 
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a  difperfion ;  the  mofl  favourable  conclufion  of 
an  inflammation. 

If  however,  the  inteiline  broils  of  inflam- 
mation are  obftinate  on  either  flde,  fo,  that  nei- 
ther the  fluids  can  difperfe,  nor  the  folids  give 
way,  or  ftrong  enough  to  expel  the  obflrudiion, 
the  contefting  parties  threaten  deftrudiion  to 
each  other;  the  fluids,  from  their  fliagnation, 
lofe  their  natural  benign  quality,  and  become 
acrimonious ;  and  thereby  deftroy  the  tone  and 
texture  of  the  folids ;  and  this  is  the  fl:ate  of  a 
gangrene. 

But  if  yet  the  defl:ruQ:ive  enemy  has  no  out- 
let, but  is  become  putrid,  bores  its  vvay  by  a 
continual  flaughter,  and  cuts  off  all  communi- 
cation of  fuccour  to  replenlfli  the  diftrefled 
party,  the  torrent  of  ruin  deflroys  every  thing 
before  it,  and  aims  at  nothing  lefs,  than  the  dif- 
folution  of  the  whole  animal  fabric.  In  this  di- 
lemma, either  the  branch  muft  be  lopt  oif,  or 
the  fl:em  mufl:  die  :  And  this  is  the  dreadful  ha- 
vock  of  a  fphacelus,  or  mortification. 

When  however  the  friendly  commerce  of  cir- 
culation is  not  totally  prevented,  yet  the  dif- 
tended  tubule  of  the  containing  obflrudied  hu- 
mour, unable  to  fl:and  it  longer  without  an  ela- 
ceration  muft  give  way,  but  at  the  fame  time 
retain  a  gentle  contraction,  fo,  that  the  fluids  are 
not  let  out  too  plentiful,  the  cafe  becomes  an 
ulcer;  which  by  fuppuration,  detergion,  and 
cicatrifation,  fets  nature  to  right  again.  : 

This  is  the  general  fl:ate,  and  confequencesof 
inflammations :  Let  us  now  proceed  to  particu- 
lars. 

M  2  Of 
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W'  HEN  the  titillating  fenfations  on  the  2[p-^ 
proach  of  the  gonorrhoea  increafeS;,  at- 
tended with  a  weephig  of  lymphatic  matter  from 
the  urethra  in  men,  2nd  from  the  pudenda  in 
women,  a  dyfuria  gradually  comes  on;  the  urine 

•  at  firil  is  let  oftner  than  ufual,  with  a  remarkable 

titiliation,   which  gradually  degenerates  into  a 
burning  and  cutting  pain;  particularly,  imme- 
diately afterwards.     The  urine  acquires  a  high 
■    colour,  from  a  deep    faifron,  to  that  of  ftrong' 

U  ^  beer;  as  it  advances  in  highnefs  of  colour,  it  de- 
mihiihes  in  quantity,  and  increafes  in  acrimony; 
in  fo  much,  that  the  patient  fometimes  is  con- 
tinually irritated  to  urine,  but  fcarce  able  to  dif- 
charge  a  fpoonful  at  a  time,  and  which  cuts  like  a 
two-edged  fvvord.  But  fometimes  it  degenerates 
into  ftill  greater  ailments,  as  we  fhall  fee  prefently. 
That  the  dyfuria  is  only  an  inflammatory  fymp- 
tom  in  tjie  gonorhoea,  and  not  the  infection  it- 
felf,  is  evidently  plain ;  lince  it  is  always  an  im- 
mediate attendant  of  acute  fevers,  and  infiamm.a- 
tions  in  general,  and  ever  ardent  in  proportion, 
^s  the  patient  is  more  or  lefs  fubjedt  to  fpafmodic 
afFediions :  From  hence  we  fee  the  reafon,  why 
men  are  greater  fuiferers  in  this  additional  tor- 
ment in  the  gonorhoea,  than  women ;  and  par- 
ticularly if  they  are  young,  fiery,  and  of  tenfe 
fibred  conflitutions.  But  befides  this,  the  ftnic- 
ture  of  their  urinary  organs,  lays  them  in  this 
complaint  under  many  difad vantages^  different 
from  the  female  fex. 

The 
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The  diagnoftics,  and  prognoflics,  from  the  ex- 
amination of  urine,  has  had  its  pro  and  con,  ever 
fince  phyiic  was  a  ftudy;  fome  pretending  to  too 
much  from  it,  whilfh  others  again  have  rejected 
the  obfervations  of  it  entirely  :  Thus  mankind 
are  apt  to  fall  into  extremes;  and  feldom  have 
either  judgment,  or  refolution  to  pvirfue  the  me- 
dium. Whoever  pretends  to  know  all  difcafes 
from  the  infpediion  of  the  urine,  mufl  be  a  Quack; 
but  I  will  venture  to  fay,  he,  who  reje-dls  tak- 
ing any  notice  of  it  at  all,  muft  be  another. 

There  are  many  difeafes,  vv^here  the  urine  affords 
tis  more  certainty  than  the  pulfe,  or  any  other 
figns  or  fymptoms;  and  I  am  perfuaded,  that  a 
judicious  and  unprejudiced  pradiitioner  mull  have 
frequently  obferved,  many  things  in  that  relpe(51:, 
worth  farther  notice  and  fpeculation.  It  is  certain, 
that  the  antients  had  great  fkiil  in  the  infpedion 
of  urine;  and  though  they  fometimes  carried  their 
notions  too  far,  yet  they  have  left  us  many  va- 
luable obfervations ;  which  if  they  were  proper- 
ly improved  and  purfued,  would  in  my  humble 
opinion,  be  of  no  fmall  importance  to  the  acqui- 
fition  of  phyfle. 

It  is  certain,  that  every  acute  and  fpafmodic  dif- 
temper  is  attended,  with  a  fharp  and  ilrong  urine : 
Hut,  why  is  it  fo?  The  general  anfwer  is,  Be- 
caufe  it  is  loaded  with  faiine  particles  and  a- 
crimony,  which  it  has  attracted  from  the  blood. 
This  however,  on  the  leaft  reflection,  (though  it 
is  taken  in  general  for  granted)  muft  appear  ab- 
furd :  For  fuppofe  a  perfon,  in  a  perfed  Hate  of 
health,  Ihall  accidentally  fcald  or  burn  fome  part 
vf  the  body,  experience  teaches  us,  that  within 
M  3  a  few 
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a  few  hours  the  patient  will    labour  under  a 
fevere  inflammation  of  that  part,  become  fe- 
yeriih,  and  immediately  perceive  a  remarkable 
Iharpnefs,  and  high  coloured  urine;  but  as  foon 
as  the  fever  and  inflammation  abates,  the  urine 
again  will  alter,  become  more  in  quantity,  and 
of  a  milder  nature.     And,  that  the  application 
of  epifpaflics  alTedts  the  urinary  organs,  and  the 
nature  of  the  urine,  is  more  known,  than  what 
tends  to  the  good  of  patients  in  general.     From 
whence  I  think  it  is  plain,  that  Iharpnefs,  and 
acrimony  of  the  urine,  is  generated'  by  the  in- 
flammatory affediion  of  the  nervous  iibrill^,  with- 
out regard  to  the  blood,  be  it  in  Vv^hat  flate  it 
will. 

But  our  bufinefs  here  is  not  to  enter  minutely 
into  thefe  particulars.  Let  us  however  enquire 
into  the  nature  of  the  various  kinds  of  dyfurias, 
attending  the  gonorrhoea,  how  far  it  may  be  ac- 
tually virulent,  and  how  far  fymptomatical ;  which 
will  not  contribute  a  little  to  the  cure  thereof. 

Let  the  feat  of  the  gonorrhcea  be  where  it  will, 
a  dyfuria  will  always  attend  in  proportion,  to  the, 
inflammatory  fymptoms  it  occalions.  Young  peo- 
ple, as  I  have  frequently  obferved,  and  particu- 
larly the  firil  time,  have  this  dyfaria  more  ardent 
than  veterans;  becaufe  the  fpafmodic  inflamma- 
tion is  more  acute.  I  will  not  take  upon  me  to-de- 
monilrate,  how  the  kidnies  fecrete  the  urine  in  the 
inflammation,  fo  differently  from  the  found  itate; 
for  I  might  as  well  pretend  to  defcribe  the  won- 
derful fecretion  of  the  many  different  appearances 
it  is  difcharged  in :  Suffice  then,  that  the  inflam- 
matory conftridtion  of  the  virus,  is  communica- 

te4 
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ted  to  the  tendinous  iub fiance  of  the  fphlndler, 
and  bladder,  from  thence  along  the  urethra, 
up  to  the  reins,  and  afFeft  the  very  fecreting  tu- 
bule in  the  glandulous  fubftance,  the  pelves, 
and  even  the  emulgent  arteries. 

Whilfl  the  irritation  is  gentle,  they  are  only 
flimulated  to  their  fecreting  function,  in  the  man- 
ner perhaps,  as  diuretics  in  general ;  hence  the 
patient  at  firfl,  urines  oftrier  than  ufual :  But 
when  this  virulent  llimulus  becomes  adiually  in- 
flammable, the  inflammatory  conftrudrion  is  conr 
veyed  along  to  the  organs  of  fecretion,  and  effed: 
that  fundiion  accordingly ;  by  which  the  urine 
fecreted,  vnll  become  converted  into  the  acrid 
flate  it  then  is  in.  It  is  probable  enough,  that 
the  high  colour  of  the  urine,  proceeds  from  par- 
ticles of  blood,  intermixed  in  the  inflamed  fe- 
cretion; though  from  caufes,  which  makes  it 
more  acrimonious,  it  might  as  eafy  become  al- 
tered in  its  hue. 

If  the  inflammatory  conftridlion  is  regular, 
without  leaving  the  virus  in  any  particular  part 
of  the  urinary  organs,  the  dyfuria  will  gradually 
fubfide  with  the  inflammation;  and  the  fcaidlng 
then  remaining,  will  only  be  from  the  gonor- 
rhoea! ulcer,  and  not  from  the  extraordinary  a- 
cridnefs  of  the  urine ;  and  thus  far  it  remains 
barely  fymptomatical. 

As  long  as  the  urine  is  hot  and  pamful  only,  lyj 
yet  may  be  retained  for  fometime  by  the  patient^  t/f 
it  is  barely  called  a  dyfuria;  but  when  the  pain  is 
remarkably  in  the  neck  of  the  bladder,  and  in  the      „.  - 
bladder  itfelf,  attended  with  a  perpetual  irritation 
for  urining,  yet  comes  away  by  very  fmall,  but     '~ 

painful 
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painful  quantities,  the  aihuent  is  then  a  flran- 
gury,  Now^  this  is  either  occalioned  from  the 
acridnefs  of  the  urine  (timulating  the  tendinous 
fubftance  of  the  bladder,  whereby  it  is  in  a  con- 
tinual contradiion  to  expel  the  urine ;  but  more 
frequently  in  virulent  caffes,  the  miafm  has  take^ 
its,  abode  either  in  the  fphindter  of  the  bladder, 
or  perhaps  in  the  ftamina  of  the  tendinous  fub- 
llance,  of  the  bladder  itfelf :  When  thia  fympto- 
matical  fpreading  of  the  infection  is  the  cafe,  an 
ulceration  is  too  often  the  confequence ;  and  if 
not  treated  with  the  greateflcircumfpediion,  gives 
birth  to  grievous  cafes,  and  very  tedious  of  cure. 

But  when  an  ifchuria,  or  a  ftoppage  of  the  urine 
follows,  the  cafe  is  Hill  worfe,  and  even  at  times 
defperate.  When  the  virus  is  feated  in  the  fphinc- 
ter  of  the  bladder,  as  is  too  frequently  the  cafe, 
the  fphindier  is  inflamed;  and  by  its  tumefadtion 
is  liable  to  be  entirety  fhut  up  :  Add  to  this,  the 
Iharpnefs  of  urine,  and  the  imprudent  attempt 
to  introduce  the  catheter.  Sometimes  it  will 
happen,  that  even  the  kidnies  are  inflamed,  fo 
as  to  prevent  the  fecretion  of  the  urine  :  If  thia 
is  the  cafe,  and  particularly  from  the  venereal 
virus,  the  patient  is  in  imminent  danger. 

On  the  whole  however,  a  dyfuria  attending  a 
gonorrhoea,  is  in  itfelf  not  of  a  very  evil  nature; 
and  when  thefe  laft  m.entioned  evils  are  the  con- 
fequences,  it  generally  proceeds  from  wrong 
treatment,  or  from  negled:  of  the  patient  ; 
wherein  this  confiits,  we  fhall  examine  in  an- 
other place. 

OS 
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HEN  the  virus  of  the  infedion  begins 
to  2idi  inflammatorily,  a  phimofis^  or  a 
paraphimofis,  makes  generally  its  appearance ; 
but  more  efpecially  the  firit  time  of  being  in- 
fedted.  Sometimes  it  begins  immediately  at  the 
commencement  of  the  clap,  feldom  before  it, 
and  generally  at  the  time  when  the  gonorrhoea 
begins  to  diicharge  plentifully. 

A  phimoiis  is  the  attendant  of  thofe  who  have 
their  glans  covered;  VN^hen  the  pr^epuce  inflames, 
and  is  puffed  up,  fo  that  it  not  only  makes  a 
great  bulk,  but  becomes  fcarce  able  to  admit 
the  flowing  of  urine,  or  the  virus  from  the  clap, 

A  paraphimoiis,  happens  to  thofe  whofe  prae- 
puce  is  fliorter  than  the  penis,  or  does  not  cover 
the  glans;  in  which  cafe  the  inflammatory  tume- 
fadiion,  makes  it  ihrink  back  behind  the  glans ; 
where  it  wall  be  contradied,  and  grafp  the  penis 
behind  the  corona;  h  that  it  not  only  is  unable 
to  come  forwards,  but  binds  itfelf  fo  tight,  that 
an  inflammation  of  the  glans  makes  the  woril 
part  of  it. 

Either  of  thefe  two  kinds  of  inflam.matory  tUr 
mefadiions  of  the  prepuce,  are  ever  the  atten= 
dants  of  the  inflammation  of  the  penis,  either 
venereal  or  not ;  and  thus  far  it  is  barely  fymp- 
tomatical ;  in  which  cafe  it  generally  fubiides 
with  the  inflammation.  But  when  it  is  the  con- 
fequence  from  an  actual  imbibed  poifon,  received 
in  impure  coition,  it  does  in  general  not  go  oif 

fo 
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fo  eafily ;  and  in  that  cafe^,  it  is  not  confined  to 
young  and  unexperienced  venereal  combatants, 
but  Sibjedt  likewife  to  incommode  old  experi- 
enced veterans.  The  tumefaction  of  the  phi- 
mofis,  and  paraphimolis,  may  be  of  three  kinds, 
inflammatory,  oedematous,  or  fcirrhous^ 

The  inflammatory  tumefadiion  is  the  mofl  ge- 
neral, and  always  of  the  phlegmoid  fpecie.  It 
mull  be  obferved,  that  there  is  no  part  of  the 
human  body,  which  abounds  v;ith  more  lym- 
phatic vefleis,  than  the  tegument  of  the  penis 
and  the  labia  of  the  pudendum  muliebre ;  for 
though  it  is  a  continuation  of  the  mem.brana 
adipofa,  yet  the  cellule  are  difcontinued  and  in 
thofe  parts  converted  into  lymphatic  duds :  And 
as  they  abound  moil  with  lymph,  the  texture 
becomes  m^ore  foft  and  pliable,  and  therefore 
eaiier  gives  way  to  the  phlegoiis. 

■  It  will  not  be  improper  here  to  obferve,  that 
the  lymphatic  vefleis  have  many  peculiarities,  de- 
flindtive  from  all  other  conveying  channels ; 
namely,  that  they  are  merely  a  continuation  of 
fmall  pellucid  cellulse,  which  empty  themfelves 
by  valves,  one  into  the  other,  in  a  manner,  fo  as  to 
prevent  a  reflux;  but  at  the  fame  time,  that  they 
communicate  with  themfelves,  they  have  alfo  a 
collateral  correfpondence,  with  the  fmall  rami- 
fications of  the  arteries  and  veins,  as  alfo  another 
connection  to  the  tendinous  and  mufcular  fibres : 
fo,  that  they  have  a  hand-in-hand  friendly  com- 
munication,  with  every  particle  of  the  folids  and 
fluids,  of  the  parts  where  they  refide. 

Whilfl  now  the  feat  of  the  gonorrhoea  excites 
an  inflammation,  the  delicate  nervous  texture  of 

the. 
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the  lymphatic  cells,  become  ftunulated  to  a  con- 
traction, whereby  the   circulation   is   hindered : 
At  the  fame  time,  the  influx  is  promoted,  and 
fwell  up  the  cellule ;  which  at  that  jundiure, 
comprefs  the  little  tubule  of  arteries  and  veins, 
and  force  their  contents  into  the  lymphatic  cel- 
lular alfo ;  and  thus  diilend  them,  making  them 
red  and  inflammatory:  Now  this  is  the  firfl Itate. 
If  the  lymphatic  cells  burfl,  ihankers  mufl 
be  the  refult ;  but  if  the  parts  become  lam.e,  the 
fibre  of  the  lymphatic  cells  lofe  their  tone,  and 
then  the  tumefadiion  becomes  oedematous.    But 
this   is   feldom   or    never    at    the    flrft    onfet ; 
but  generally  happens  in  long  (landing,  Ihanke- 
rous   cafes,  worn  conilitutions,  and  at  the  ap- 
proach of   the  confirmed  lues,  in  lax  habits. 
Thence  it  is  more  frequently  in  women;  but 
rarely  in  men,  except  in  the  real  pox. 

When  however,  the  lymph  is  become  fpiflit, 
and  at  length  callous,  the  celiulse  of  the  lympha- 
tic vefTels  contra<5ted,  fo  as  to  prevent  the  outlet, 
the  tumefad:ion  is  become  fcirrhous :  This  is  fel- 
dom or  never  the  cafe  by  itfelf,  much  lefs  in  an 
incipient  infediion;  but  when  the  praspuce  is  all 
within  filled  with  fhankers,  whofe  lips,  when  they 
■become  inveterate,  are  generally  callous  and  ftub- 
born,  the  prsepuce  will  greatly  fuffer  from  the 
ihankerous  ulcerations,  and  fometimes  be  reduced 
to  a  mofl  irregular,  and  inconvenient  bulk. 

If  the  phimoiis  or  paraphim.ofis  have  been  of 
any  flanding,  they  are  always  attended  with 
fhankers.  The  phimoiis  in  this  cafe  is  trouble- 
fome,  and  frequently  producftive  of  great  mif- 
chief;  in  fo  much,  that  fometimes  the  whole 
furface  within  is  not  only  ulcerated,  but  has  at- 
tacked 
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tacked  again  the  glans,  the  corona,  and  particu- 
larly the  fr^enum :  And  to  add  to  the  evil,  the 
ulcerated  parts,  namely,  the  glans,  the  corona,  or 
along  the  franium,  have  fometimes  united  with 
the  prsepuce,  and  made  a  gro\^Hng  together; 
formed  behind  their  conjunction,  abcelTes,  which 
have  either  eat  their  way  through  the  prepuce, 
or  elfe  been  obliged  to  be  opened,  like  another 
impofi:hume.  We  are  generally  taught  in  books 
,  of  furger}^,  how  to  open  fuch  troublefome  pre- 
puces, in  order  to  come  to  thefe  preying  evils ; 
but  I  have  not  been  fuccefsful  enough  to  find 
one  Vv^ho  propofed  a  proper  method  to  prevent  it, 
for  poultices  are  of  little  benefit ;  the  venereal 
virus  is  too  flubborn  to  yield  to  common  emol- 
lients and  cataplafm.s;  but  a  more  efFedtual  re- 
medy, than  hitherto  has  been  offered  fhall  be 
pointed  out  in  its  proper  place.  When  however, 
there  is  an  actual  cohefion  of  parts,  it  is  but  juft 
that  there  iliould  be  a  feparation ;  and  this  can 
but  be  performed  by  a  manual  operation. 

In  regard  to  the  paraphimofis,  this  is  fome- 
times of  a  more  alarming  nature,  and  very  often 
puts  the  patient's  life  in  imminent  danger ;  for 
the  prepuce  which  becomes  inflamed,  contradts 
itfelf  behind  the  glands  and  hinders  the  reflux 
of  the  blood  in  the  vena  iplius  penis,  whereby 
the  glans  fwells  up  and  inflames;  each  provokes 
the  inflammation  of  the  other;  and,  if  timely 
afliflance  is  not  given,  a  gangrene,  a^nd  fphacelus, 
will  foon  come  on;  and  the  member  is  not  only 
at  the  eve  of  being  lofl:,  but  even,  not  without  the 
hazard  of  life  itfelf.  Yet  it  is  not  always  attended 
with  fuch  bad  effedts,  but  when  the  patient  is  of 
a  tenfe,  fibred  conflitution,  and  inciihed  to  acri- 
mony^ 
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iKiony.  But  in  general,  a  paraphimoiis .  is  very 
tfdublerdme;  as  it  frequently  conceals  ulcers  and; 
Iharikers  behind  the  corona,  which  fret  themfclves 
betwixt  the  glanS  and  the  conjund:ionof  thecor^" 
pot2i  cavernofa;  and  leaves  fometimes  fiftulas  be- 
hind,  which  penetrate  into  the  very  urethra  itfelf. 
When  the  paraphimoiis  is  become  fcirrhous,  it 
deforms  the  penis  yet  more  than  the  phimoiis ;; 
as  it  makes  a  kind  of  breaft-work  behind  the 
glans,  which,  from  its  calloiity  and  habitual  con- 
tra(ftion,  gives  the  patient  not  a  little  pain,  and 
caufes  many  inconveniences  at  the  time  of  etec- 
tion. 

What  a  phimofis  or  paraphimoiis  is  in  man,  is 
the  phlegofis  in  the  labi^  and  al^  (mutatis  mu- 
tandis) in  v/omen ;  but,  in  my  opinion,  not  as 
Dr.  Aitruc  thinks,  the  inflammatory  conitriction 
in  the  clitoris,  the  caruncula  myltifomies,  or 
particularly  in  the  orifice  of  the  vagina  ;  for  the 
liruCture  of  thefe  parts  fland  more  in  comparifoii 
with  the  cavernous  fubflance  of  tlie  penis  and  the 
glans,  and  may  therefore  juilly  come  upon  a  par 
with  a  chordee,  and  priapifm ;  which  we  Ihali 
confider  hereafter.  It  is  eafy  hovvever,  to  con- 
ceive, that  women  cannot  fuffer  fo  much  from 
this  phlegofis,  as  men  in.  the  phimofis  or  para- 
phimoiis ;  hot  only  from  the  unfimilar  ilrudiure 
of  the  pudendal  parts  to  thofe  of  men,  but  from 
the  natural  pliable  difpoiition  of  their  fibres : 
Yet  Ihankers  within  the  labia  are  as  frequently 
the  refult ;  but  far  from  being  of  io  flubborn  a 
nature  as  thofe  in  men. 

There  is  another  kind  of  phlegoils  under  tliis 
head,  viz.  that  which  catamites  are  fubjedt  to, 

about 
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about  the  fphm6:er  of  the  anus^  from  the  unna- 
tural and  filthy  venery  of  fodomites :  This  kind 
is  not  only  exquilitely  painful,  but  frequently 
produces  the  moil  ilubborn  kind  of  lliankers, 
and  often  the  fiflula  in  ano. 

On  the  whole,  the  venereal  phimolis  or  para- 
phimofis  always  commences  with  an  inflamma- 
tion of  the  phlegmon  fpecie ;  at  leaft,  that  is  the 
appearance  it  takes  on;  whether  it  is  fymptoma- 
tical,  or  excited  from  an  a&ial  imbibed  poifon: 
But  by  far  more  malignant  in  its  nature,  than 
the  common  kind,  as  well  from  the  llrudture  of 
the  parts,  as  the  virulent  caufe.  That  there  is  a 
material  difference  in  this  part  of  the  fkin,  from 
the  reft,  as  well  in  the  male  pudendum  as  the 
muliebre,  is  evident;  fince  leucophlegmatic  habits 
of  either  fex  are  peculiarly  fubjedt  to  have  the 
pudendal  tegument,  cedematoully  tumefied,  to 
a  great  degree,  whether  venereal  or  not. 

When  the  phlegofis  in  either  fex  is  fimple,  it 
eafily  difperfes  :  But  what  evils  it  farther  is  ca- 
pable to  produce,  Ihall  be  conlidered  as  we  ad- 
vance in  the  fubjedt. 


0/SHANKERS. 

TH  E  next  falute  the  patient  has  a  right  to 
expert  after  a  phimofis,  or  paraphimoiis, 
arefhankers.  It  is  however,  not  always  thefe 
vifitors  give  fo  much  friendly  warning,  as  a  pre- 
vious, fenfible  inflammation ;  but  fometimes  pop 
out  in  fuch  a  fly  manner,  as  if  they  were  diredt^ 
ed  by  the  mofl:  experienced  hypocrify  and  deceit; 

yet 
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yet  foon  convince  the  patient,  that  they  have 
malice  as  well  as  flynefs. 

When  the  virus  begins  to  operate  inflamnia- 
torily,  the  whole  mechanilm  of  the  pudendum, 
whether  male  or  female,  is  contaminated,  be  it 
fymptomatically  or  primarily;  for  in  fad:  the  dif- 
ference is  only,  whether  the  houfe  is  fet  on  fire 
more  than  in  one  place;  in  either  cafe,  the  con- 
flagration may  increafe  with  equal  rapidity.  The 
lymphatic  velfels,  as  I  obferved  before,  become 
not  only  conflridied  and  expanded  in  fome  places; 
but  in  others,  the  fibres  of  their  celul^  being 
ftimulated  to  a  different  motion  to  what  they  Vv^ere 
in  their  found  flate,  corrupt  their  containing 
lymph  into  acrimony;  which  again  adl  upon 
themfelves,  till  they  burft,  and  thus  commences 
an  ulceration. 

At  firfl  the  various  cellulse,  which  have  the  leaft 
refiflance,  fweil  up  beyond  the  furface,  and  be- 
come little  bladders;  if  their  containing  lymph, 
or  rather  ferum,  is  clear,  they  are  called  chryfla- 
lines;  otherwife  they  pafs  under  the  general  name 
of  hydatides.  Thefe  chryflalines,  or  hydatides, 
make  their  appearance  within  the  inflamed  prse- 
puce ;  fometimes  again,  are  very  neatly  fcattered 
all  over  the  glans ;  but  chiefly  they  come  be- 
hind the  corona,  near,  and  about  the  fr^- 
num  :  Their  firfl  approach  is  with  great  itching ; 
which  however  is  foon  converted  into  fmarting. 

Shankers  differ  in  the  malignity  of  their  na- 
ture, not  only  according  to  the  recentnefs  of  their 
being  contracted,  but  likewife  according  to  the 
parts  they  are  feated  in.  The  tegument  of 
the  pudenda  of  either  fex,  is  peculiarly  fubjedt 

to 
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to  ihankers ;  in  men,  it  extends  from  the  ptM^ 
puce  all  down  the  fcrotum  perina^um,  and  round 
the  anus ;  in  women,  from  the  mons  veneris^ 
down  along  the  labis,  perineum,  including  th^ 
fphin&r  of  the  anus ;  farther  however  than  this 
kind  of  tegument,  the  fiiankers  do  not  in  general 
extend ;  particularly  in  regard  to  the  firil  infec- 
tion :  The  fliankers  which  appear  in  thefe  parts, 
are  never  of  fo  malignant  a  nature,  as  thofe  w^hich 
attack  the  more  nervous;  fuch  as  theglans,  fr^- 
num,  and  the  cavernous  fubflahce  of  the  penis  in 
men,  and  the  clitoris,  proftata,  and  carunculai 
myrtiformes  in  women ;  becaufe  thefe  parts  are 
more  tenfe  and  nervous, confequently  more  fubjed: 
"to  inflammation,  conilridiion,  pain,  andofcourfe 
more  acrimonious ;  whiift  the  former  parts  are 
more  relaxed,  lefs  nervous,  and  therefore,  the 
ihankers  neither  fo  inflammatory,  painful,  or 
corroding. 

In  young  perfons,  male  or  female,  and  efpe- 
cially  for  the  firll  time,  fliankers  are  attended 
with  the  mofl;  inflammation ;  add  to  this,  when 
the  habit  of  body  is  otherwife  tenfe  fibred,  and 
inclined  to  acrimony ;  in  which  cafe  they  always 
encreafe  with  more  rapidity,  than  in  laxer,  cooler, 
and  milder  conftitutions. 

Sometimes  the  patient  will  have  but  one  or 
two;  which,  if  neglected,  may  give  trouble 
enough:  But  others  again,  will  have  thefe  chryf- 
taline  pimples  varioufly  fcattered  about  the  glans, 
and  withni  the  pra?puce ;  which,  when  they 
break,  becoi.  .e  confluent,  and  foon  reduces  the 
whole  glans  like  an  honeycomb.  If  this  is  the 
cafe,  together  with  a  phimolis,  the  prepuce  and 
glans  will  foon  be  in  a  perfect  ulceration ;  but 

if 
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iT  a  paraphimofis  attends  it,  a  gangrene,  or  fpha- 
celus  is  not  far  off,  and  ought  to  be  guarded 
^gainfl.  At  the  beft,  however,  when  the  glans 
is  much  affe(fted  with  ihankers,  it  feldom  ends 
without  lofs  of  fubftance;  particularly  about  the 
corona,  or  fra^num. 

When  the  glans  is  fhankered,  it  yields  fre- 
quently a  great  difcharge;  particularly  when  the 
Ihankers  are  numerous  and  fmall ;  and  this  is 
perhaps  what  Dr.  Aflruc  meant  by  the  fpurious 
gonorrhoea  ;  for  it  could  certainly  be  no  other  : 
And  in  fad:,  the  gonorrhoea!  drain,  is  no  other 
than  the  difcharge  from  the  ihanker  within  the 
urethra. 

Whilft  the  firft  fury  of  the  fhanker  lafts,  the 
flaminaof  the  fubftance,  where  the  ulcer  is,  be- 
comes rapidly  deftroyed ;  and  the  Ihanker  will 
fometin;es  penetrate  very  deep,  even  fo  as  to  cor- 
rode arteries  and  veins,  and  occalion  dreadful 
haemorrhages ;  gradually  however,  the  lips  of  the 
ulcer  become  hard  and  callous ;  and  from  the 
bottom  of  the  Ihanker  fprouts  out  a  baftard  car- 
nation, which  not  only  fills  up  the  cavity,  but 
fometimes  projects  beyond  it :  This  is  called  in 
common  proud  flefh,  and  by  furgeons  fungofi- 
ties.     When  however  the  ulcer  is  come  to  this 
Hate,  it  is  properly  no  more  a  fhankep;   as  it 
then,  fometimes  take  on  one  appearance,  and 
fometimes  anotherj  from  whence  thofe  excref- 
cences  have  acquired  different  names ;  which  we 
ihall  examine  in  another  place. 

Shankers  are  not  the  lefs  grievous  in  the  cli- 
toris, ala^,  carunculse  myrtiformes,  and  within 
the  vagina^  than  in  the  penis;   and  very  fre- 

N  quenily 
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quently  fret  great  part  of  the  fubftance  away^ 
before  they  become  fo  far  reconciled,  as  to  fprout 
out  this  fungous  excrefcence.  For  whatever  be 
the  eftabliihed  outcry,  againft  that  fungolity, 
it  is  far  from  being  fo  pernicious,  as  is  thought 
in  general ;  and  I  am  well  perfuaded,  that  the 
various  bitter  applications  in  pradcice  againft  this 
falutary  effort  of  nature,  have  been  the  ruin  of 
many  patients. 

There  is  not  one  effedt  of  the  venereal  virus, 
fo  fmgularly  peculiar  to  itfelf,  as  Ihank eis  ; 
whilft  they  are  in  this  phagedenic  ftate,  they  are 
nearer  to  a  cancer  than  any  other  kind ;  and 
they  defy  almoft  every  other  kind  of  application, 
than  mercurials ;  and  even  thefe  muft  be  ufed 
with  great  judgment.  They  are  likewife  ulcers, 
peculiar  to  glandulous  fub fiances ;  and  as  there 
is  a  great  fimiliarity  in  the  Itrudure  of  the  fub- 
flange  of  the  fauces,  in  general,  with  the  puden- 
dal part,  fhankprous  ulcers  will  frequently,  in 
venereal  habits,  make  their  appearance  in  the 
throat,  mouth,  tongue,  and  other  neighbouring 
parts;  where  they  will,  if  not  prevented,  do  much 
mifchief ;  as  we  fhall  fee  hereafter. 

When  fhankers  have  attacked  the  prsepuce  or 
the  tegument  of  the  penis,  they  frequently  fpread 
this  malignity  farther  on ;  fometimes  in  the  pe- 
rineum, the  fcrotum,  and  all  about  the  anus ; 
in  thofe  parts  they  don't  however  remain  long  in 
the  phaged^enic  flate,  but  generate  into  other  ex- 
crefcences;  as  chriflae,  mori,  iici,  8cc.  to  which 
particularly  pathics  are  fubjed: ;  where  the 
flaankers,  and  afterwards  thofe  excrefcences,  or 
perhaps  both  together,  will  make  their  appear- 
4  anc€ 
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iahce  firft  about  the  anus,  and  gradually  rife  up- 
wards; caufe  buboes;  and  fometimes  even  a 
hernia  humoralis,  &:c. 

It  is  fcarce  neceflary  to  mention,  that  fhankers 
are  infediious ;  fince  in  them  the  virus  difcovers 
the  livelieft  acrimony ;  Yet  it  is  with  them,  as 
with  the  gonorrhoea  ;  the  aptitude  to  receive  the 
infedtion,  and  the  acridhefs  of  the  virus,  greatly 
alter  that  efFed. 

There  is  much  left  unfaid  about  jfhankers;  but 
the  limitation  of  this  treatife,  will  not  admit  of 
a  deeper  enquiry  in  this  place.  We  Ihall 
however  take  a  fecond  examination  of  them, 
when  we  come  to  the  curative  part ;  where  I 
hope  alfo  to  demonftrate  fatisfadiorily,  that  the 
erroneous  practice  of  cauilics,  ought  to  be  ba- 
hiihed  from  furgery,  and  that  they  are  equally 
pernicious  as  adiual  cauteries* 


Of  the  CHORDEE  and  PRIAPISM^ 

^r^HE  organs  of  generation,  have  the  greatefl 
\^  Ihare  of  nerves  of  any  carnal  part  of  our 
body ;  no  wonder  therefore  they  Ihould  be  the 
moll  fenlitive.  The  urethra  particularly,  is  in 
fadt  nothing  but  an  interwoven  texture  of  nerves, 
tendons,  and  interfperfed  with  the  glandulous 
fubftance  of  the  lacunae.  The  fundion  of  the 
lacunas  is  to  nouriih  and  proted:  thofe  delicate 
tiervous  flamina  from  injuries ;  when  therefore, 
thofe  fibres,  not  only  become  deltitute  of  that 
tiourifhment,  but  what  is  ftill  worfe,  the  very 
means  which  is  deligned  for  their  fupport,  be- 
N  2  comes 
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comes  their  deftroyer.  It  cannot  fail  of  giving 
them  great  irritation,  inflammation  and  pain; 
But  belides  this,  when  there  is  a  difunion  of 
parts,  lofs  of  fubftance,  and  inflammation,  there 
muft  alfo  be  a  contraction,  iince  the  furrounding 
velFels  mufl  be  fwelled  up,  and  confequently 
become  fliorter  than  ufuai ;  this  is  the  cafe  with 
the  chordee. 

When  the  penis  is  eredt,  the  fibres  from  the 
fr^num  to  the  yeficuls  feminales,  are  ftretched 
to  their  greatefl  length ;  for  by  this  expanfion 
the  titillation  of  the  glans  in  coitu,  is  conveyed 
with  more  force  to  the  ferainai  organs,  to  do 
•their  fundiion,  at  the  crilis  of  ejaculation*  This 
conilridtion  of  the  frsnum  is  very  remarkable ; 
in  the  found  fta-te  it  gives  great  pleafure;  but  in 
a  recent  gonorrhoea,  where  there  is  a  chordee, 
this  critical  juncture  of  ejaculation  is  remarkably 
painful. 

The  greater  the  inflammation  is  in  the  urethra, 
the  more  it  mull  be  contrad:ed,  and  confequently, 
the  more  painful;  and  what  adds  not  a  little  to 
the  torment,  is  a  priapifm,  which  provoke  eack 
Others  conllridiion ;  nay,,  fometimes  the  torture 
is  fo  intolerable,  that  the  patient  flrives  to  force 
the  penis  downwards,  as  much  as  he  can;  from 
which  he  feems   to  gain  fome  little  eafe. 

A  chordee  generally,  as  I  have  already  men- 
tioned, is  on  the  under  furface  of  the  urethra, 
which  befides  fwelling  up  the  tubuli,  or  the 
fibres  of  the  tendinous  tegument,  is  apt,  and  very 
frequently  penetrates  into  the  corpus  cavernofum 
urethra  ;  and    leaves  callolities,  which,    if  they 

remaia 
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Tcmain  any  time,  are  not  eafily  got  rid  of.  But 
befides^  it  will  fometimes  happen,  that  the  feat 
of  the  gonorrhoea  will  be  fideways  ;  when  {o, 
the  contradiion  will  incline  proportionally  that 
way  the  vims  is ;  and  the  penis  will  be  bent 
to  the  right  or  left;  nay  fometimes,  upwards.  It 
is  however  not  always  the  feat  of  the  go- 
norrhoea that  occalions  this  diftortion  ;  the  in- 
flammation wdll  fometimes  fpread,  and  the  virus 
v/ill  attack  the  cellule  of  the  cavernous  bodies  of 
the  penis,  contradt  them,  and  leave  for  fome 
time  callous  and  ftringy  chords,  X)r  phymata. 

In  the  general  courfe,  the  chordee  remains  fel- 
dom  beyond  the  inflammatory  fymptoms;  for 
when  the  turgidnefs  of  the  parts  hath  fubflded, 
the  expanflon  will  become  as  eafy  as  before ; 
except  where  there  is  an  ad:ual  lofs  of  fubil:ance, 
but  eyen  then,  the  parts  will  gradually  extend ; 
by  which  the  deficiency  will  be  again  replenifiied. 
But  it  is  eafy  to  imagine,  that  from  the  fatigue 
of  the  fibres,  w^hich  they  fuffer  in  the  inflamed 
confl:rid:ion,  and  painful  expanfion,  the  parts 
will  be  liable  to  contradt  a  lamxcnefs ;  and  hence 
an  obfl:inate  virulent  gleet,  together  with  a  fe- 
minal  gleet,  are  too  often  the  followers  ;  and  as 
the  tone  will  be  greatly  impaired,  the  penis  will, 
in  the  fl:ateof  fiaccidity,  be  larger  than  ordinary; 
but  far  from  recovering  its  wonted  vigour  in  the 
eredlion. 

What  makes  the  chordep  fo  very  painful,  is, 
the  turgid  eredtion,  w^hich^  though  very  un- 
welcome, always  is  jnpreor  lefs  accompanied  with 
the  chordee,  and  even  in  proportion  as  the  chor- 
ine is  acute ;  and  this  is  the  venereal  priapifm  : 
N  3  Though 
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Though  I  mull  own,  that  this  inflammatory  erec- 
tion is  of  a  clifFerent  nature  to  that  which  in  all 
probability  was  meant  by  the  perpetual  eredled 
penis  of  the  fabulous  deity  Priapus,  worfhipped 
by  the  Lampfaclans,  from  whence  it  derives  its 
name  ;  But  this  is  immaterial :  In  phyfic  we 
niean  by  a  priapifm  an  involuntary  and  painful^ 
erediion^  the  nature  of  w^hich  we  will  here  exa- 
mine. 

I  am  afraid,  that  notwithflanding  the  many 
phyliological  defcriptions  given  us,  concerning 
the  eredtion  of  the  penis,  that  we  are  yet  unac- 
quainted with  the  moH  material  circumflancesi 
thereof;  'tis  true,  that  an  injection  into  a  dead 
penis  by  the  vena  ipiius  will  diilend  it  like  a 
natural  eredtion  ;  But  this  is  not  enough  ;  the 
continuation  is  the  myllery.   The  preiTure  of  the 
vena  ipiius  againft  the  os  pubis,  is  idle;  for  nei- 
ther prefling  it  to,  npr  keeping  it  off,  makes  any 
odds;  befides,  about  that  part  there  is  the  leafl 
pain  felt  in  the  priapifm.     It  is  however  moffc 
likely  that  the  whole  penis  contributes  towards 
it;  for  in  the  priapifm,  the  penis  feems  compref- 
fed  as  if  it  was  preft  between  two  hands ;   which 
preflure  extends  from  the  fphind:er  of  the  urinary 
bladder,  to  the  very  opening  of  the  urethra.  That 
the  mufculi  penis  are  parties  concerned  in  the 
erediion  is  evident ;  but  I  cannot  conceive,  and 
therefore  not  believe,  that  they  do  all;  nay,  they 
even  perhaps  contribute  the  leaH  ihare  towards 
the  real  ere&ion;  I  am  rather  inclined  to  think, 
that  the  elevators  adt  chiefly  as  fufpenfories;  the 
accelerator,  like  a  ligament ;  and  that  the  adl  of 
predion  is  princi-pally  by  the  peculiar  flruCture  of 

the 
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the  fo  very  nervous  and  tendinous  fubdance  of 
the  various  corpora  cavernofa  of  the  penis,  and 
the  ftrudure  of  the  vena  ipiius  itfelf ;  by  which 
the  blood  is  forced  into  the  cells  and  confined 
there.  'Tis  true  that  the  conftridtion  and  tur- 
gidnefs,  particularly  in  the  inflamed  priapifm,  is 
felt  very  fpafmodical  in  the  perin^eum,  and  that 
the  accelerator  feems  very  flrongly  contraded ; 
but  quaere,  whether  this  conflriAion  may  not  adt 
fecondarily  from  the  ftimulus  of  the  inflamed 
penis.  I  have  hinted  fomething  of  this  before, 
but  the  limits  of  the  work  will  not  let  me 
fearch  fo  deep  into  this  examination,  as  my 
inclination  would  lead  me. 

Certain  however  it  is,  that  the  eredion  is  pro- 
duced  more  from  the  nervous  fubftance  of  the 
urethra,  or  other  parts  of  the  penis,  but  in  par- 
ticular near,  or  rather  in  the  veficul^e  feminales, 
than  from  the  irritation  of  the  mufcles  them- 
felves;  efpecialiy  in  the  virulent  inflammatory 
priapifm,  where,  in  my  opinion,  the  mufcles 
have  but  little  ihare* 

Amongfl  the  various  aphrodifiacs,  cantharid^ 
feems  the  moH  powerful ;  and  there  have  been 
inftances  where  this  pernicious  ftimulus  has 
caufed  fuch  ai>  inflammatory  venereal  furor,  that 
the  patient  has  expirecj  in  the  very  a<5t  of 
coition. 

A  priapifm  is  of  an  alarming  nature,  if  it  con- 
tinues without  intermifTion  for  fome  time;  for 
iince  the  circulation  of  the  blood  is  in  fome  mea- 
fure  hindered,  it  is  fubjed:  to  degenerate  into  a 
gangrene;  when  univerfal  convulfions,  a  fphace- 
lus  and  death  itfelf  is  not  far  off;  befides,  when 
N  4  a 
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a  patient  has  once  had  a  violent  priapifm,  he 
generally  feels  the  effecfls  of  it  a  long  time  after, 
with  a  lamenefs,  and  an  incapacity  to  perforrri 
venereal  fundtions. 

A  priapifm  is  generally  faid  to  be  v/ithout  ve-f 
nereal  inclinations;  but  this  however  is  only 
partly  juil ;  for  at  the  beginning,  or  by  intervals 
of  the  moft  inflamed  priapifm,  there  is  actually, 
at  times,  an  emiflion  of  femen  ;  but  immediately 
after  this  emiffion,  if  the  turgidnefs  continues,  the 
patient  is  tortured  with  a  pungent  pain ;  partir 
cularly  if  connected  with  a  chordee,  yet  more  fo, 
if  a  paraphimofis  is  the  cafe.  For  the  moment 
of  a  natural  emiflion  is  the  criiis  of  pleafure  in 
coition ;  and  the  fridiion  which  is  continued  after 
that,  is  painful :  And  fo  it  is  with  the  priapifm, 
only  in  a  feyerer  and  Wronger  degree  :  There  are 
moments  of  pleafure ;  but  unfortunately  they 
are  far  over  balanced  with  pain. 

-         — Nocet  e?npta  Colore  'vohptas, 

Hor. 

^  Thofe  who  are  whipt,  always  have  a  flrong 
priapifm,  and  which  is  even  attended  with  emif- 
fions  of  the  femen ;  every  lalh  the  criminal  re- 
ceives, after  the  jundture  of  emiflion,  becomes 
more  torturing  than  all.  that  he  received  be- 
fore :  Hence  enfues  their  fainting ;  and  if  fuch 
^miflions  are  torm.entingly  repeated,  we  fee  the 
poor  fufFerer  fometimes  die  under  the  punifti.- 
ment.  I  think  fuch  a  corredlion  would  prove  an 
excellent  remedy  for  thofe  wanton  fools  who 
lafcivioufly  exercife  whipping ;  naniely^,  to  give 
them  as  many  fwitches  after  the  emiflion  as  they 
endured  before  it,  which  would  at  once  fatiate 
them  of  this  diabolical  ftimulation. 
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But  in  regard  to  the  inliammation,  (to  which 
^  priapifm  is  fubjedt,  whether  it  is  occafioned  by 
the   venereal    virus,    aphrodifiacs,    or  external 
ftimulants)  when   the  parts  are   violently  con- 
tracted, the  veficulas  feminales,  as  well  as  the 
fphinder  urinaria,  are  ipafmodically  Ihut  up ;  fo 
that  neither  the  blood  can  circulate,  nor  the  fe- 
ipen  or  urine  be  difcharged ;  and  the  cafe  of  the 
patient  is  in  that  jundture  deplorable  :  The  mem- 
ber is  fwelled  to  a  great  bulk,  inflamed  like  fire 
itfelf ;  and  fo  exquifitely   fenfible  and  painful, 
that  the  leaft  touch  is  dreaded  like  death  itfelf; 
this  is  the  commencement  of  a  gangrene ;  and  if 
a  fphacelus  approaches,  the  dilemma  of  the  pa- 
tient is  defperate  :  for  even  at  the  amputation  of 
the  member,  the  lail  Ihift,  death  flares  him  full 
jii  the  face. 

What  the  chordee  is  in  men,  a  peculiar  con- 
flriction  tow^ards  one  fide  or  the  other  in  the  va- 
gina, from  the  inflammable  attack  of  the  virus, 
is  in  women ;  and  from  which,  at  times,  they 
experience  not  a  little  pain.  In  regard,  how- 
ever, to  the  priapifm,  this  may  juftly  be  com- 
pared to  the  furor  uterinus ;  and  that  this  ma- 
lady, in  fome  degree,  is  often  the  effed:  of  a 
venereal  virus,  judicious  obfervers  of  difeafes 
will  not  contradid:. 

In  the  firfl:  inflammatory  flateof  the  gonorrhoea, 
there  is  generally  an  external  phlegofis  of  the  pu- 
dendum, attended  with  a  very  great  itching  and 
inclination  for  venery ;  but  when  the  vagina  is 
inflamed^  together  with  a  very  great  confl;ri(5tion  at 
the  entrance,  coition  mufl  of  courfe  become  pain- 
ful ;  but  after  once  admitted,  the  difference  is 
only,  that  the  pain  overbalances  the  pleafure ; 
which  both  are  in  a  great  degree. 

It 
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It  is  too  much  experienced,  that  venereal  ili- 
jnulants  ad:  as  powerfully  on  the  female  fex  as 
on  men,  and  are  equally  as  much  perniciously 
made  ufe  of ;  I  forbear  however  particulars ; 
efpecially  as  it  is  immaterial  to  the  fubjed:. 

On  the  whole,  the  chordee,  priapifm,  con- 
ibricftion  of  the  vagina,  contraction  of  the  en- 
trance, and  the  carunculse  myrtiformes,  are  in« 
iiammatory  fymptoms  of  the  virulent  recent  go- 
norrhoea ;  which  feldom  are  obftinate  to  remove, 
if  properly  managed  :  But,  it  is  not  fimple  poulr 
tices  will  do  it ;  the  virus  mud  be  corred:ed,  be- 
fore thefe  dangerous  fymptoms^  will  yield ;  how 
this  may  be  affedtcd  with  eafe  and  fafety,  we  will 
eoniider  elfewhere.  We  will  therefore  leave 
this  evil,  and  confider  another,  of  a  different  na- 
ture^ but  at  leaft  of  equally  as  great  confequence. 


0/     B    U    B    O    E    S. 

BU  B  O  is  the  Latin  for  an  owl ;  but  this  is 
not  the  etymology  here,  the  word  is  of 
Greek  extraction,  and  fignifies  an  inguinal  tu- 
mor. Hence  thofe  authors  err,  who  very  learn- 
edly enumerate  buboes,  not  only  in  the  arm-pits, 
but  in  the  falivary  glands*,  &c. 

*  Ajiruc.  ^e  Morlis  Venerisy  lil.  iii.  cap.  <.  Jn  liihcnei 
idh.  venerei  alibi  fuhnafcantur  quam  inguinihtis?  Co-riftat 
enim  exprientid  et  in  axillis  l^  injugtdo^  is'  in  latcrihus  maxillce 
znferiGris  'vencreos  huhoncs  aliquaiido  enafci,  njel  faltcm  tu?norcs 
buboniformes,  buhonihis  inguinalilusjimillifnos^  qui  eode??i  ?nodf 
invadant^  7>iorem  eundem  tenemtt^  iifdc^nque  curcutm'  remcdiis^ 

Wo 
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We  may  however  count  up  four  kinds  of 
buboes,  namely,  venereal,  peftilential,  fcorbutic, 
and  fcrofulous :  Our  enquiry  however*  is  con* 
cerning  the  venereal ;  and  by  making  a  proper 
aetiological  examination  of  this^  we  Ihall  fcarcc 
be  fubjedt  to  miftake  this  kind  for  any  of  the 
former ;  as  it  has  fomething  very  characfteriitic 
in  its  nature. 

Venereal  buboes  ma^  be  diftinguiihed  into  two 
kinds ;  namely,  the  recent,  or  that  from  the  firft 
infection  ;  or  the  latent,  or  that  from  the  fecond 
infed:ion,  w^hich  are  always  the  pathognomonic 
iigns  of  the  confirmed  lues.  Of  the  firfl  kind 
v^^e  will  underitand  thofe  buboes,  which  approach 
whilft  the  feat  of  the  difeafe  is  merely  local ;  but 
the  latter  we  fhall  examine  in  another  place,  as 
they  are  remarkably  different  from  thefe.  Men  and 
women  are  equally  fubjed:  to  buboes,  and  whe^ 
ther  they  are  recent,  or  latent,  the  fymptoms  and 
progrefs  are  equally  the  fame  in  both  fexes :  But 
yet  it  is  rational  to  fiippofe,  that  the  difference  of 
the  natural  tone  of  the  texture  of  the  patient, 
together  with  the  habit  of  body,  muft  make  a  ma- 
terial difference  in  the  nature  of  them. 

The  recent  bubo  may  be  contradied  either  from 
the  immediate  infed:ion  of  impure  coition,  with- 
out any  previous  local  eruption ;  or  elfe  from 
the  repelling  of  the  virus  from  any  other  part. 
The  firfl  means  of  contracting  however  is  but 
rare,  on  two  accounts ;  firfl,  whilfl  the  virus 
infinuates  itfelf  exclufive  of  the  penis,  or  the  va- 
gina, it  is  fubjedl  to  be  taken  up  in  the  blood, 
and  circulated  before  it  utters  itfelf  there  or  on  any 
pther  parts;  and  fecondly,  it  rarely  happens  to 

thofe 
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-thofe  who  copulate  the  natural  way ;  but  gene- 
nerally  to  thofe  who  ufe  the  abominable  and  Itupid 
pradtice  of  machinery  ;  to  fodomires  and  pathics ; 
which  mifcreants  we  mufl  hope  will  ever  be  the 
lead  part  of  mankind.  The  latter  however  is 
more  common  ;  namely,  that  from  the  infedted 
virus  being  propelled,  either  from  the  phlegofis 
or  fliankers  in  the  praspuce  of  the  penis,  the 
labia,  &c.  of  the  pudenda  in  women,  or  elfe 
from  a  virulent  gonorrhoea;  (which  is  more 
general)  and  carried  along  the  lymphatic  veflels 
to  the  inguinal  glands. 

Whether,  however,  the  virusis  thus  tranfported 
by  the  folids  or  fluids,  we  have  coniidered  be- 
fore ;  and  that  they  both  have  equally  fhares  in  it, 
will  appear  more  and  more  conspicuous. 

A  venereal  bubo  has,  in  general,  many  pecu- 
liar fymptoms  different  from  other  buboes ;  yet 
fometimes  they  will  draw  near  in  refemblance  ; 
impure  coition,  however,  and  other  preceding 
fymptoms,  will  foon  remove  all  doubts. 

A  recent  bubo,  whether  it  is  the  effed:  of  the 
iirft  infedion,  without  any  previous  fymptoms, 
or  from  a  repelled  virus  in  an  obftrudted  gonorr- 
hoea, makes  its  approach  in  the  following  man- 
ner ;  The  patient  feels  in  one  or  both  groins  a 
llifFnefs,  attended  with  a  dull  pain ;  in  the  groin, 
right  or  left,  (or  perhaps  both)  is  perceivable  to 
the  touch  a  little  hard  fwelling,  at  firft  perhaps 
the  bignefs  of  a  pea,  but  gradually  becomes 
larger ;  externally  there  is  no  inflammation  or 
remarkable  forenefs  ;  but  immediately  after  hand- 
lino-,  the  part  becomes  more  painful,  and  in- 
pxafes  in  lliifnefs.    Gradually  the  kernel  tumor 

increafes 
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Ina-eafes  to  the  bignefs  of  a  hazel  nut,  when  the 
pain  becomes  more  fenfible,  and  by  turns  begins 
to  throb ;  the  body  becomes  affedied  with  in- 
flammatory fymptoms,  an  univerfal  laflitude,  pain 
in  the  limbs,  head-ach,  thirfl,  &c. 

At  this  jundiui'e  the  patient  begins  firfl  to 
complain ;  if  proper  remedies  are  applied,  the 
bubo  eafily  difperfes ;  but  miltaken  notions  have 
made  it  a  too  univerfal  maxim,  that  a  bubo 
ihould  not  only  be  brought  to  fuppuration,  but 
opened,  and  be  kept  open,  in  order  to  expel  the 
virus.  If  this  is  the  intention,  the  patient  is 
advifed  to  live  high,  have  great  exercile,  and 
every  thing  which  will  promote  the  inflammation, 
and  fuppuration ;  fuch  method  is  exactly  as  ra- 
tional, as  throwing  oil  into  the  fire  in  order  to 
cxtinguifli  it. 

Whether  however  intentionally,  or  from  the 
natural  conftitution  or  habit  of  the  patient,  the 
bubo  inclines  to  fuppuration,  the  tumor  increafes 
with  the  pain  and  fymptoms ;  till  fometimes  it 
acquires  the  bignefs  of  a  pigeon's,  or  even  a 
hen's  egg ;  becomes  inflamed,  of  a  redifli  and 
blueifh  caft ;  when  the  matter  begins  to  form^ 
and  is  actually  felt  to  fludluate. 

At  this  {late,  the  bubo  is  arrived  to  its  matu- 
rity; the  inflammatory  fymptoms  abate,  and  the 
tender nefs  in  fome  meafure  fubfides  ^  the  hard- 
nefs  of  the  bubo  is  changed  towards  a  foftnefs ; 
particularly  where  it  protuberates ;  where  it  is 
frequently  the  leafl:  painful,  and  fometimes  of  a 
different  hue  from  the  refl:;  blueifti,  redifli,  or 
fometimes  iriclinino;  to  yellow. 

^  "^  The 
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The  bubo  is  now  fit  to  be  opened ;  if  this  i^ 
done  judiciouily,  and  afterwards  treated  properly^ 
the  affair  is  foon  fettled  ;  but  what  could  induce 
furgeons  to  effedt  this  with  caullicks,  I  cannot 
conceive ;  unlefs  either  to  punifh  the  poor  pa- 
tient ;  or  more  probably  with  a  view  of  gain.  1 
don't  mean  here  all  furgeons  or  apothecaries  who 
have  and  ftill  pradiife  this ;  for  there  are '  weak 
men  in  that  profeflion  as  well  as  any  pther ; 
who  may  eafily  be  perfuaded  into  any  metl^od  by 
the  more  cunning,  without  any  other  reafdn  than 
authority  and  cuftom ;  efpeeially  if  the  Jnterefl 
of  their  purfe  is  confulted,  previous  to  the  wel- 
fare of  the  patient.  I  am  riot  ignorant  of  the 
many  ridiculous  pretended  plaufibilities  vfaid  iri 
favour  of  caufhicks ;  truth,  reafon,  and  experi-. 
ence  confirm  to  me,  that  the  firll  advocate  of 
this  abominable  pradiice,  muft  either  have  been 
a  knave  or  a  fool ;  but  neither  a  philofopher  or 
a  furgeon,  nor  perhaps  an  honefl  man.  The  me- 
thod may  perchance  have  fucceeded,  but  what 
mifchief  caullics  in  opening  buboes  have  done^ 
in  general,  I  apprehend  more  are  confcious  of^ 
than  have  candour  enough  to  own.  Harfii  as 
this  may  feem,  yet  I  will  venture  to  afiirm,  that 
more  patients  have  been  poxed  by  wrong  treat- 
ment, than  the  venereal  virus  itfelf. 

A  bubo,  in  the  firft  ftage,  is  eafily  difperfed^ 
root  and  branch  :  And  after  my  eyes  were  opened^ 
to  the  impropriety  of  the  ufual  method,  I  have 
with  fuccefs  difperfed  them,  even  when  there  has 
been  an  adiual  fludiuation  of  pus.  I  remember 
the  time,  that  I  would  highly  have  condemned 
this ;  and  therefore  I  exped  it  now  from  others ; 

but 
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but  at  the  fame  time  I  don't  exped:  it  from  art 
experienced  and  unprejudiced  furgeon  ;  particu- 
larly if  he  has  always  waited  with  prudence  for 
maturity  of  the  bubo  before  he  has  attempted 
opening  it,  when  I  am  perfuaded  he  mufl  have 
fometimes  met  with  cafes,  where  the  bubo  has 
difperfed  even  without  his  intention. 

When  however  there  is  an  actual  colledtion  of 
matter,  and  the  bubo  is  perfedily  ripe,  it  is  but 
juft  to  open  for  the  difcharge  of  the  pus  ;  for  if 
the  furgeon  does  not  perform  this,  nature  will  do 
it  for  him  :  But  then,  (to  do  the  patient  ju(lice) 
I  have  no  notion  of  making  the  evil  w^orfe,  by 
Huffing  up  the  fore,  or  making  an  obflinate, 
callous,  and  phagedoenic  ulcer,  where  nature 
meant  the  parts  peaceably  to  unite  and  to  heal  up 
again. 

A  patient  mull  be  in  a  very  ill  habit  of  body, 
if  a  recent  bubo  becomes  obftinate  to  proper 
applications ;  I  don't  know  in  fad:  any  one 
branch  of  the  venereal  difeafe  more  tradiable : 
But,  as  all  glandulous  parts  are  not  to  be  trifled 
with,  fo  in  this  cafe,  injudicious  treatment  is  of 
the  greatefl  confequence ;  it  is  not  only  a  fiftu- 
lous,  fcirrhous,  and  cancerous  bubo;  but  an 
univerfal  and  confirmed  lues,  which  is  too  often 
the  refult.  The  venereal  virus,  like  fire,  is  not 
fafe  whilft  there  is  the  leaft  fpark  remaining ;  to 
aggravate  it  therefore,  is  only  adding  fuel.  At 
the  appearance  of  a  bubo,  the  patient  is  on  the 
brink  of  the  fecond  infed:ion ;  and  nine  out  of 
ten,  who  have  fallen  a  facrifice  to  the  lues,  have 
been  plunged  into  this  malady  from  unikilful 
management  of  the  bubo,  be  the  fault  their  own 

OX 
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or  their  dodor's.  If  a  bubo  is  difperfed  im- 
prudently, without  deftroying  the  virus,  "tis 
plain  the  virus  muft  be  drove  into  the  blood,  or 
propelled  to  fome  other  part ;  if  it  is  aggravated^ 
it  is  as  obvious,  that  the  quantity  of  the  virus 
muft  be  increafed,  and  confequently  fpread; 
either  way  therefore  the  confequences  are  confpi-^ 
cuous. 

But  let  us  enquire  into  the  nature  of  this  ve- 
nereal recent  bubo  :  The  feat  of  the  bubo  is  in 
the  conglobate  lymphatic  inguinal  glands ;  the 
quellion  is,  how  and  by  what  means  it  comies 
there  ?  If  the  bubo  makes  its  appearance  with- 
out any  previous  fymptoms  of  the  gonorrhoea, 
&c.  on  impure  coition,   then  we  may  with  pro- 
priety account  for  its  progrefs,  in  a  manner,  the 
fame  as  the  progrefs  of  the  gonnorrhoea,  or  the 
external  phlegofis,  fh'ankers,  &c.  by  the  abforp- 
tion,  at  the  univerfal  contradtion    at   the  crifis 
in  coitu,  immmediately  after  ejaculation.     But 
to  this  it  may  be  objeded ;  if  fo,  why  is  not 
this  always  the  cafe  ?  and  why  may  not  a  bubo 
follow  along  with  the  other  ufual  fymptoms  ? 
We  muft  obferve,  that  in  the  animal  oeconomy, 
where  there  is  the  greateft  irritation,  there  is  always 
the  greateft  afflux  of  humours ;  now  when  the 
penis  and  the  vagina  are  moft  expofed,  the  virus 
will,  in  thofe  parts,  as  being  tendereft,  eaiieft 
make  its  attack,  and  utter  itfelf ;  and  whence 
the  other  imbibed  particles  of  the  virus  will  the 
readier  accumulate  to  fuch  parts,  as  are  moft  ir- 
ritated :  But  on  the   contrary   again,  when  the 
penis  and  the  vagina  are  ftieathed  from  the  in- 
fed:ion,  the  reft  of  the  pudendal  parts^  particu- 
larly 
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lady  the  groins,  are  ftill  expofed  to  the  mlafiTiatlc 
cfEuvia,  fubject  to  be  imbibed  by  the  inguinal 
glands  ;  or  otherv/ife  brought  into  the  blood,  and 
circulated,  till  it  catches  either  thofe,  or  other 
parts  equally  fubjed  to  be  aifected.  As  the  in- 
guinal glands  are  the  neareft,  they  are  mbil  liable  ; 
but  the  axillary  glands,  the  tonfils,  and  even  the 
falivary  glands,  will  fometimes  firft  give  the  alarm; 
in  which  circumilances  there  is  but  little  time  to 
look  about ;  the  confirmed  pox  comes  approach- 
ing with  long  ftrides,  and  threatens  mifery  and 
deftrudion. 

But  when  the  bubo  is  the  refult  from  a  fup- 
prelTed  gonorrhoea,  a  repelled  virus  from  fhank- 
ers,  or  from  a  hernia  humoralis,  the  caufe  muft 
otherwife  be  accounted  for.  When  a  patient  la.- 
bours  under  a  virulent  gonorrhoea,  and  has  the 
difcharge  any  ways  obftru6ted,  the  virus  muft  be 
propelled,  either  to  the  groin,  or  fomewhere  elfe. 
This  is  effe^ied,  either  by  getting  cold,  whereby 
the  circulation  is  hindered,  by  fudden  chills  and^ 
heats,  and  other  indifpolitions  -,  or  elfe  by  emotions 
of  the  mind,  anger,  fear,  furprife,  &c.  by  which, 
from  the  fudden  univerfal  conftridtions,  the  virus 
is  liable  to  be  propelled.  But  not  lefs  frequent 
than  thefe  caufes,  is  injudicious  treatment ;  bleed- 
ing, purging,  aftringent  inje61ions,  &c.  without 
correcting  the  virus ;  in  which  cafes  it  is  fortunate 
for  the  patient,  if  the  repelled  virus  occafions  no- 
thing worfe  than  the  bubo. 

But  why  the  propelled  virus,  on  thefe  diflurb- 
ances  fhould  take  its  flight  lb  frequently  to  the 
inguinal  glands^  is  not  10  ealily  demonilrated,  as 

O  fo 
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fo  many  very  learned  authors  have  endeavoured 
to  prove.  If  this  flight  was  not  confirmed  by  re- 
peated experunce,thefe  great  men,  through  a  thiril 
for  fiime,  would  fcarce  have  ventured  their  repu- 
tation en  iLch  fcphiftical  argum.ents.  'Tis  true, 
they  have  followed,  the  many  turnings  and  windings 
of  the  virus,  cloie  at  the  heels,  as  if  it  actually 
moved  by  iheir  direcSlion ;  but  notwithf^anding 
the  frnoothnefs  and  plaufibility  of  the  defcription, 
with  humble  fubmifTion,  it  feems  to  me  equally  as 
abluid,  as  their  cures  are  tedious  and  dangerous. 
I  don't  mean  to  give  perfonal  olTence ;  and  there- 
fore ll'jali  avoid  particulars  :  I  am  convinced,  how- 
ever, that  nine  out  of  ten,  who  have  written  on 
the  iubjedi-,  have  been  governed  more  by  theory  and 
fpeciilation,than  by  experience  and  pra6fice. 
,.<?^  Ihat  the  venereal  virus  is  tranfported  from  the 

,!.;'         fupprelTed   gonorrhixa    to   the   inguinal  glands  by 
/        the   lymphatic   veflels,    feems,   to    all  appearance, 
^       ,  moil:  rational  J    yet  we  muft  not  obftinately  perfid, 
/  that  the  fluids  only  are  the  conveyers  of  the  virus, 

/         for  query,    whether  the    veflels  fupply   the  glands 
'"i         with  lymph,  or  the  glands  the  veflels?    Whichever 
way  we  incline  to  determine,  obftacles  will  arife. 
Let  it  fuffice,  that  the  folids,  as  well  as  the  fluids, 
are  capable  of  conveying  the  virus  thither,  or  to  any 
\  other  part.     In  what  manner  fuch  conveyance  may 

be  effected,  we  have  fomewhat  confidered  before, 
I  and  therefore  will  here  refl  contented  ;  for  we 
muil  not  pretend  to  more  than  what  feems  com- 
prehenlible  :  and  the  more  we  fpeculate  on  the 
various  ads  of  fecretion,  the  more  we  find,  if 
if   we  are  candid,   ourfelves  incapable  to  account 

for 
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iot    the  various   fundllons  of  the  different  glands,    ?' 
Sometimes   they  will   be    Simulated  to   a   cop-!ous  ^y 
fecretion  ;  but  ibme times  again,  feemingly  from  the  C 
fame  caufe,  agitated  to  obftruciion.  y 

I'he    inguinal    glands    fpread   their    lymphatic  V 
branches  all  about  the  genital  parts,   like  the  axil-  '^7 
lary  glands  (which  are  of  the  fame  kind)   fpread  /' 
their  branches   all    over    the   mammillary    parts ;     ""7 
each  are  fubjecl  to  be  tumefied,  when  their  branches   / 
are   injured:    Thus,  in  infiamed  breads,  the   axil- 
lary glands  partake  of  the  fpafmodic  contraction, 
becom.e  tumicfied  and  knotty,  frequently  infiame, 
fuppurate,  becom.e  fcirrhous,  and  even   cancerous; 
and  fo  the  venereal  virus  is  apt  to  aifevri:  the  various 
parts  in  the  puvdenda,  male  or  female. 

In   regard    to  the    enquiry,    v/hence  fometimes 
the   left,  fomietimes  the   right,  or    at  other  times, 
both  groins  may  becom.e  atfedred  from  the  vene-    w^ 
real  virus,  is  eafily  accounted  for;    but  fo  far  only,      / 
as  is  ufeful  to  the  cure  :    Namely,  according  as  the    (^^^^ 
veffels  are  difpofed  to  yield  to.  the   eife61:  of  the 
virus;  and  this,  after  all  that  m.ay  and  has  been       / 
faid    by    m^any    authors,    is  merely  the    work  of 
chance. 

A  bubo  generally  comes  on  gradually,  v/ithout 
acute  pain,  and  external  inflamimiation  ;  the  rea- 
fon  of  this  is,  becaufe  the  virus  has  attacked  the 
very  glands  themifelves,  without  any  of  the  ex- 
ternal parts ;  and  though  they  are  nervous,  yet 
the  fibres  are  not  tendinous,  and  therefore  yield 
eafier  to  the  expaniion  they  fuffer ;  but  as  the 
bubo  advances^  the  inflammation  fpreads,  and 
O  z  con- 
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confequently  increafes  in  irritation  and  pain,  till 
at  length  the  very  tegument  is  eat  through. 

It  is  certain  however,  that  the  progrefs  of  a 
bubo  diifers  greatly,  in  different  fubjeds;  with 
Ibme  they  will  be  tedious,  flow,  and  with  little 
pain ;  with  others,  more  rapid,  and  attended  with 
much  inflammation  ^  with  fome,  foft,  fluggilh, 
and  fomewhat  cedematous ;  with  others  again, 
on  the  contrary,  hard  and  fcirrhous.  The  truth 
of  the  matter  is,  the  different  appearances  at  firft, 
are  according  to  the  various  conftitutions  of  the 
patients. 

In  women  and  lax-fibred  confl:itutions,  a  bubo 
.'  comes  on  generally  pretty  faftj  at  firfl  with  little 
pain,  but  foon  becom.es  large,  full  of  matter,  and 
troublefome/  And  whether  it  breaks  of  itfelf, 
or  is  properly  opened,  h  foon  heals  up  again ; 
but  if  quack'd  with,  is  fubjed  to  become  cedema- 
tous,  obftinate,  Huggifh,  and  liable  to  ruin  the 
whole  body. 
^  In  robufl:  men,  and  rigid  fibred  conflitutions, 
/  /  the  bubo  advances  flower,  is  more  indurate,  at- 
tended with  more  pain,  and  very  difficult  to  bring 
to  fuppuration  :  And  they  are  the  greatefl:  fuf- 
ferers  by  injudicious  treatment  5  particularly  when 
they  are  tormented  with  fuppuratives,  cauf^ics, 
&c.  Indurated  fcirrhous  buboes,  or  calbus, 
iiftulous,  phagedasnic  and  cancerous  ulcers,  are 
too  often  the  confequences  in  fuch  recent  cafes, 
excluUve  of  the  confirmed  lues ;  but  to  all  which 
however,  we  muif  add  the  different  habits  of 
body. 

The  time  for  the  coming,  progrefs,  difperfing, 
or  fuppuration  of  the  bubb;   is  quite  undetermina- 
ble. 
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ble.  A  bubo  will  fometimes  make  its  appearance 
in  a  day  or  two  after  impure  coition  ;  but  at 
other  times,  even  months  afterwards.  Sometimes 
even  at  the  approach  of  a  clap,  at  other  times  at 
the  decline  ;  and  even  there  have  been  inftances, 
when  the  patient  has  fuppofed  himfelf  cured. 
Sometimes  a  bubo  will  come  and  be  ripened  to 
fuppuratlon  in  four,  fix,  or  eight  days;  at  other 
times  it  has  lailed  as  many  weeks,  and  even  months. 
This,  however,  is  by  the  help  of  wrong  treatment. 
On  the  whole,  the  time  for  a  bubo,  depends  on  the 
conftitution,  habit,  and  regimen  of  the  patient ;  but 
chiefly,  the  manner  of  treatment. 

There  rem.ains  now  to  charaferife  the  venereal 
bubo,  fo  that  it  may  not  be  miftaken  for  others 
non  venereal,  and  (vice  verfa). 

In  the  firil:  place,  the  venereal  bubo  begins  by 
a  fmall  kernel  tum.or  in  the  inguinal  glands;  gene-? 
rally  attended  with  a  ftifFnefs  and  a  duilpain,  v/hich 
gradually  increafes  with  the  bulk  of  the  bubo; 
forms  itfelf  in  an  oblong  roundiOi  lump,  the  figure 
and  bulk  like  that  of  a  concealed  pigeon's  or  hen's 
egg ;  and  gradually  becomes  foft,  together  with 
an  external  irregular  furface,  and  attended  with 
pain  and  inflammation ;  and  when  at  that  height, 
it  either  difap pears  gradually,  or  difcovers  an  adual 
fluiiuation  of  matter,  or  elfe  becomes  hard  and 
fcirrhous. 

A  pefdlentlal  bubo,  we  are,  thank  Providence, 
in  our  days  not  acquainted  v*^ith  by  experience  ; 
as  it  flands  recorded  to  us,  it  differs  Vv'idely  from 
the  venereal.  It  rifes  with  a  furious,  virulent,  gan- 
grenous, and  exquifi-tely  painful  inflammation.  If 
it  does  not  immediately  ripen  into  a  falutary,  though 

O  3  precarious 
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precarious  snd  phagedsenlc  fuppuratlon, .  a  pefll- 
lentlal  fphacetus  foon  hurries  the  patient  into  the 
arms  of  death. 

In  regard  however  to  the  fcrophulous,  or  ftru- 
mous  bubo,  this  indeed  bears  fome  refemblance  to 
the  venereal;  but  more  particularly  the  latent  or 
pocky  kind ;  for  whilfl:  there  is  an  adual  virus 
wandering  in  the  body,  it  is  as  liable  to  be  pro- 
pelled to  the  grohis,  as  any  other  glandulous  part. 
Such  buboes  I  fay  bear  a  near  refemblanct  to  the 
venereal ;  and  though  the  virus  of  the  ftrumous 
kind  may  not  be  venereal,  it  is  frequently  as  per- 
nicious. For  my  own  part,  I  have  made  no  manner 
of  difference  in  the  cure  ;  and  have  fometimes 
liicceeded  beyond  m.y  expectation.  In  fad:,  the 
manner  in  which  iuch  buboes  "are  ccntraded, 
makes  the  only  material  diiference.  Under  that 
clafs  of  buboes  (though  it  fcarce  deferves  the  name) 
are  the  boils  to  which  boys  and  girls  of  grofs  habits 
of  body,  at  the  approach  of  puberty,  are  fubje6t  ; 
which  though  very  painful,  infiamimatory,  and  quick 
in  their  progrefs,  (confequently  eaiily  diftinguifhed 
from  the  venereal)  are  in  general  of  no  great  mo- 
ment, and  eaiily  corredied- 

As  to  the  fcorbutic  bubo,  this  has  fcarce  by 
itfelf  any  refemblance  to  the  venereal ;  for  when 
fcorbutic  tumours  appear,  the  patient  is  generally 
reduced  very  low  ;  and  the  body  is  then  fcattered 
v/ith  livid  pimples  and  blotches  :  Such  buboes 
come  flowly,  and  though  not  at  firft  very  painful, 
foon  become  fo,  and  are  very  bbftinate;  they 
will  neither  difperfe  nor  fuppurate,  '  nor  when 
opened,  eafily   be  brought    to  digeft    proper  pus, 

but 
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but  remain  of  a  livid  dead  hue,  and  difcharge  a 
thin  ichor,  interfperfed  with  grunis. 

But  after  all  that  has  been  faid  to  diftinguifh 
the  venereal  bubo  from  the  various  other  kinds, 
it  is  eafily  to  be  fuppofed,  that  there  may  be  a 
pompHcation  of  acrimony  attending  the  'patient ; 
which  will  ever  render  die  cafe  different. 

There  ftill  remain  miftakes^to  warn  young  prac- 
titioners againft,  narnely,  an'  inguinal  hernia,  or 
bubonocele  J  in  this  it  is  fcarce  pofiibje  that  an 
experienced  furgeon  fliould  be  deceived;  yet  a? 
there  hav^  been  inftances  of  its  being  confouF.ded, 
with  a  bubo,  1  will  here  fpecify  the  caution. 

In  the  firfl:  place,  the  fituation  of  the  bubonocele, 
is  materially  dilferenr  from  that  of  the  bubo  ;  the 
hernia  is  through  the  foramina  of  the  oblique  and 
tranfverfe  mufcles  of  the  abdomen,  where^  as  an 
imperfed:- rupture,  it  remains,  and  not  admitted 
into  the  fcrotum  ;  whilft  the  bubo  is  in  the  inguinal 
glands,  fituated  in  the  angle  of  the  groin.  A  bu- 
bonocele is  always  occaiioned  by  a  ftraln,  and 
therefore  makes  its  appearance  fuddenly.  The 
epiplocele  is  that  kind  of  tumor,  where  only  tlie 
omentum  is  forced  out ;  it  is  foft  and  generally 
eaiily  reduced,  when  the  patient  lies  backward  : 
But  the  enterocele  is  that,  where  part  of  the  intef- 
tine  is  drove  out,  and  is  fometimes  very  alarming  5 
for,  if  it  is  not  immediately  reduced,  the  foramina, 
through  which  it  is  pafTed,  will  conilipate,  and  the 
perlftaltic  motion  will  be  liable  to  invert;  hence  cholic^ 
vomiting,  and  other  alarming  fymptoms  will  enfue. 
Thefe  are  different  fymptoms  from  any  attendin^;^- 
a  bubo  of  any  kind.  Beiides,  the  figure  and  touch 
of  the  hernia,  differs  widely  from  the  bubo;    th:^ 

04 
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firft  IS  flatulent,  and  as  it  were,  having  fomewhat 
a  head  and  neck ;  whilfl  the  bubo  is  hard  ail  round, 
and  if  any  where  foft,  it  is  chiefly  on  the  apex, 
where  the  flu61uation  of  matter  is  felt. 

.  Laftly,  an  aneurifm  of  the  crural  artery,  whether 
true  or  fpurious,  may  be  liable  to  mifiead  the  un- 
experienced equally  with  the  former  ;  in  this  cafe, 
the  tumor  will  be  loft  from  the  beginning,  difappear 
upon  preiTure,  and  be  attended  with  a  diftind  pul- 
fation ;  thefe  fymptoms  are  different  from  any  at- 
tending a  bubo  of  any  kind  whatever. 

Thus  much  then  on  the  aethiology  of  the  vene- 
real bubo  in  the  local  ftate,  whether  ellential  or 
fymptomatical  In  regard  to  the  bubo  proceeding 
from  a  latent  pox,  that  fliall  be  confidered  in  the 
next  chapter.  We  will  therefore  leave  this  evil, 
and  examine  another. 


Of   the   HERNIA     HUMORALTS,     or 
SWELLED    TESTICLES. 

AMONGST  the  various  operations  of  the  vene- 
real virus,  there  is  no  one  which  damps  the 
courage  of  the  patient  fo  effeilually,  as  the  difa- 
greeable  fymptoms  of  a  fwelling,  and  inflammation, 
in  one,  or  JDoth  tefticles.  It  is  not  only  the  pain 
that  torments  the  patient,  (which  at  times  is  the 
mofl:  exquifite)  but  the  mind,  which  remains  in  a 
mofl:  anxious  and  difagreeable  fufpence,  till  the  fate 
is  determined;  and  remarkably  more  fo  in  this 
cafe,  than  in  any  other  venereal  fymptom.  This 
is  nature,  and  pure  nature  itfelf;  for  there  Is  no- 
thing that  the  manly  nature  dreads  more,  than  the 

terrible 
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terrible  apprehenfion  of  being  unmanned^  In  fa6^, 
the  cafe  itfelf  is  of  the  greatefl  importance,  and 
ought  not  to  be  trifled  with. 

A  fwelled  teilicle  comes  on  from  the  fame  caufes 
as  thofe  which  occafions  a  bubo,  and  may  terminate 
as  varioufly  ;  but  the  cafe  is  always  attended  with 
more  trouble,  precarioufnefs,  and  pain.  The  caufes 
thereof  may  firft  be  from  an  imbibed  poifon,  in 
impure  coition;  which,  not  taking  the  common 
road  to  utter  itfelf  in  a  gonorrhoea,  or  may  have 
been  propelled,  perhaps,  towards  the  veficulae  fe- 
minales,  or  fome  other  leading  nervous  fibres,  to- 
wards the  tefticuline  tubuli,  or  even  their  tegu- 
ments, and  from  thence  communicated  to  their 
fubflance :  Secondly,  from  a  fupprefled  or  ob- 
truded gonorrhoea,  bubo,  fhankers,  &c.  Thirdly, 
from  the  latent  pox  itfelf.  The  firft  kind  is  called 
effential;  the  fecond,  fymptomatical ;  and  the 
third,  a  pathognomic  iign  of  a  confirmed  lues.  Be 
the  kinds  however  what  they  will,  the  firft  approach 
is  always  alarming,  and  there  is  no  time  to  lofe ; 
as  the  confequences  may  be  many  and  grievous. 

When  a  patient  has  contracted  the  venereal 
virus,  a  gonorrhoea  is  generally  the  confequence  ; 
but  when  the  virus  is  propelled,  either  by  fudden 
fliocks  of  emotion,  cold,  or  injudicious  treatment, 
it  is  liable  as  well  to  deflux  towards  the  tefiicles, 
as  t©  the  groins,  or  any  where  elfe.  If  this  be 
the  cafe,  before  it  has  made  its  external  appear- 
ance, it  follows,  that  when  it  has  commenced 
ulceration  and  inflammation,  the  tefdcles  mufi 
not  be  lefs  liable  to  the  infe6iion. 

The  account  v/e  have  in  general  of  the  hernia 
humoralis,  is,  that  the  contaminated  femen  be- 
ing 


202        Of  the  Hernia  Humoralis,  or 

ing  ob{\YuS-ed  In  the  di'fcharge  from  the  veficulae 
femjncilcs  into  the  urethra,  accumulates  itfelf  in 
the  vafa  deftrentia,  and  fo  communicates  the 
obftru6rion  in  the  various  tubular  of  the  tefticlts. 
This  may  indeed  be  fo,  bat  FJI  venture  to  fay, 
very  feldom  :  For  firfl-,  it  is  very  rarely^  that  the 
feat  of  the  gonorrhoea  is  in  the  feminal  organs; 
which,  I  hope,  has  been  fufticiently  demonilrated: 
Secondly,  we  find  in  that  cafe,  that  the  virus  v/ill 
be  as  quickly  repelled  to  the  groins  i  and  from 
thence  fometimes,  to  the  tefticles  ;  or  from  a 
fwelled  tefticle  go  back  and  occafion  a  bubo, 
or  even  both  togerher  :  Ihirdly,  that  fhankers, 
even  without  a  gonorrhoea,  have  frequently  given 
rife  to  a  fwelled  tefiicle  alfo.  It  may  indeed 
be  advanced,  that  the  virus  may  find  its  way  in 
a  round-about  nianncr,  till  it  flrikes  its  road 
along  the  vafa  deferentia,  from  the  feminal  veii-^ 
cles  to  the  tefticles ;  it  may  be  fo  ;  but  not  with- 
out giving  fufficient  v/arning  as  it  paiT(-s  along. 

On  the  whole,  the  genital  parts  both  in  men 
and  women,  are  fo  intimately  conneded,  and  in- 
terwoven v/ith  themfelves,  that  the  virus,  when 
propelled,  may  find  a  thoufand  ways  to  affe6]: 
one  part  or  other,  in  a  manner  beyond  the  con- 
ception or  proper  derronftration  of  the  wifeft  of 
us.  The  lymphatic  veiTels,  the  arteries,  veins, 
tendinous  and  nervous  fibres,  not  only  of  exter- 
nal and  internal  teguments,  but  even  of  the  fub- 
ftance  of  the  whole  continuation  of  the  frminal 
fecretory  tubula,  may  contribute  towards  the 
tranfportation  of  the  poifon. 

In  regard  to  the  pocky  hernia  humoralis,  this 
comes  on  fpontaneoufly,  like  the  innumerable 
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other  ailments  attending  the  confirmed  lues;  of 
which  more  in  our  next  chapter. 

There  is  not  an  organ  fo  exqullirely  delicate, 
fo  curioully  elaborated,  and  fo  fenfible,  as  the 
tefiicles  ;  and  hence  they  are  fubjed:  to  pain,  the 
moft  excruciating.  A  contufion  on  the  tefticle, 
occalions  torture,  which  paints  death  and  hor- 
ror in  every  feature  of  the  countenance.  No 
part  Is  more  liable  to  a  gangrene  and  fphacelus, 
than  this  organ;  and  a  fatal  accident  of  that  na- 
ture, for  example,  a  contufion,  if  not  timely  and 
judiciouflj  remedied,  or  the  part  extirpated, 
may  extinguilh  life  within  twenty-four  hours. 

The  firft  fymptom  of  a  gonorrhoea,  when  the 
venereal  virus  begins  to  operate,  is,  a  creeping 
vermicular  motion  in  the  tefiicles;  which  conti- 
nues till  the  outlet,  or  ulceration  of  the  virus  is 
fixed  or  determined  :  And  hence  we  fee,  how 
eafy  the  virus  may  be  propelled  that  way ;  and 
how  fenfitive  the  texture  of  thofe  organs  are  : 
And  was  it  not  for  the  promoted  fecretion  of 
them,  when  the  venereal  virus  begins  to  operate, 
perhaps  they  would  oftener  be  liable  to  partake 
of  the  infediion. 

A  hernia  humoralis,  from  a  venereal  virus,  al- 
ways commences  with  inflammation  ;  let  it  be 
efi>ntial  or  fymptomatical.  That  fuch  inflam- 
mation diifers,  according  to  the  conftitution  of 
the  patient,  whether  lax  or  tenfe  fibred,  whether 
phlegmatic,  choleric,  or  inclined  to  acrimony,  is 
eafily  fuppofed,  from  what  has  been  demonfirated 
before;  but  befidrs,  it  differs  according  to  the 
manner,  and  from  what  channel  the  virus  came 
communicated  to  thefe  organs ;    the  deeper  the 

attack 
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attack  Is  in  the  fubflance  of  the  tefticle,  the  dul- 
ler the  pain  at  the  commencement ;  but  at  the 
fame  time  the  more  obillnate  and  precarious  : 
On  the  contrary,  the  more  external,  the  more 
inflammatory  to  appearance  and  feniibillty,  at 
the  firfi:  onfet,  but  eafier  to  yield  to  proper  ap- 

/        plications. 

'  But  in  order  to  judge  more  particularly  of  Its 

various  degrees,  and  different  kinds  it  is  liable 
to  degenerate  into,  we  will  trace  this  kind  of  in- 
flammation from  its  commencement,  through  its 
various  flages. 

The  firft  fymptom  which  the  patient  is  fenfibic 
of,  is  a  rotating  vermicular  motion,  in  one  or 
both  teflicles  >  which  at  firft  comes  and  goes  oif 
by  intervals  5  but  gradually  increafes  and  dege- 
nerates into  a  continual,  dull,  heavy,  and  bur- 
thenfome  pain,  attended  with  fudden  twinges  and 
i^itches,  extending  up  in  the  hypogaftric  region, 
and  acrofs  the  loins.  The  tefticle  now  begins  to 
fwell  5  becomes  tender,  fore,  and  burthenfomely 
heavy  to  the  patient ;  which  if  not  fufpended, 
makes  him  almoft  feeble,  both  in  body  and 
mind,  to  fuftain  the  painful  load.  If  the  fcro- 
tum  is  properly  fufpended,  the  patient  of  a  good 
habit  of  body,  and  proper  remedies  are  applied, 
as  we  Ihall  fpecify  hereafter,  the  tumification 
will  gradually  fubilde  again:  But  when  this 
good  fortune  Is  not  the  cafe,  the  inilammation 
increafes,  the  afcending  plexus  of  the  fpermatic 
veiTels,  together  with  the  vafa  deferentia,  inflame 
alfo,  fwell  up,  and  become  tender :  Hence 
that  part  by  which  the  tefticle  is  fuf- 
pended, generally  inflames  alfo,  and  is  remarkably 

tender. 


Swelled     Testicles.         205 

tender.  The  patient  becomes  feveriOi  j  the  tef- 
ticle  begins  to  throb ;  the  fcrotam  alfo  partakes 
of  the  phlcgoiis,  and  now  the  criiis  of  mtlamma- 
tion  is  at  hand  5  which  is  either  a  difperlion,  fup- 
puration,  a  gangrene,  fphacelus,  or  a  fchirrhus. 

A  fuppuration  is  a  precarious  and  troublefome 
affair,  and  liable  to  generate  a  fiftulous,  phagedsc- 
nic,  or  cancerous  ulcer ;  though  with  care  and 
proper  management,  at  the  hrfl:  fetting  out,  there 
is  little  danger  but  the  patient  may  be  perfe^ly 
cured. 

A  gangrene  and  approaching  fphacelus  how- 
ever is  defperate  ;  and  threatens  the  deftru6:ion 
of  life.  And  as  to  a  fchirrhus,  if  this  be  the  re- 
fult,  the  teiticle  is  only  a  ufelefs  and  troublefome 
burthen  j  and  to  rid  him  of  it  in  this  and  the  be- 
fore-mentioned misfortune,  is  the  greateft  relief  he 
can  hope  for  and  expe6l. 

A    fuppuration    may    be   prognofticated,    when 
the  infiammation  has  continued  for  fome  time  with 
a  throbbing,   which  gradually  lofes,  yet  the  bulk 
remains,   though   with   lefs  tendernefs ;    and  now 
becomes  more  foft  on  fome  particular  part ;  where 
gradually  an   actual  flu6tuation  of  matter  may  be  ■ 
perceived.       There    are    however    various    places 
where  fuch  fuppuration  may  be  generated.     Firfl, 
it    may  be  in   the  feparate  teguments  ;    in  which 
cafe,  the  inflammation  of  the  tefticle  may  be  va- 
rious and   fymptomatical :    This  may   be  judged -^'L-^ 
from  the  fadden  progrefs  of  the  infiammation  and^''"" 
fuppuration,  but  particularly  by  the  external  phle- 
goiis  attendant  thereof.     Secondly,  the  feat  of  the 
virulent  apofthume,    may   have  attacked  the  epidi-  -,-r^ 
dymidae  5    in  that  cafe,    the  inflammation  is  not    , 

only 
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only  rapid,  but  attended  with  exquiilte  pain,  not 
only  in  the  tefdcle,  but  in  the  afcending  veilels, 
extending  upwards  in  the  epigafiric  region  ,  at- 
tended with  a  moil  difagreeable  pain  in  the  loins. 
And  laftly,  the  mifchief  may  be  in  the  very 
glandulous  body  of  the  tefiicle  itfelf ;  w^hen  the 
cafe  mufi:  conlequently  be  more  tedious,  as  the 
feat  is  deep  in  the  fubilance. 

In  regard  to  the  dreadful  misfortune  of  a  gan- 
grene, and  fphacelus,  this  can  but  take  its  abode 
in  the  tefticle,  or  its  appending  parts  -,  fuch  a 
default  is  feldom  or  never  occaiioned  by  nature  ; 
particularly  from  the  venereal  virus,  except  ad- 
ditional accidents  ;  but  from  a  mifcondud  either 
in  the  patient,  or  the  perfon  under  whofe  care  he 
may  be.  But  as  to  the  fchirrhus,  this  indeed 
may  happen  to  the  panent's  ill  fortune,  notwith- 
flanding  all  precaution  and  ikill,  though  it  gene- 
rally may  be  occaiioned  from  wrong  management 
and  dallying  at  firfi:. 

Here  it  may  be  proper  to  mention  the  farcocele. 
This  ailment  is  a  protuberance  of  flefhy  excref- 
cence,  either  in  the  fubilance  of  the  tefiicle,  or 
its  tegument.  If  in  the  teilicle,  it  is  too  often 
of  the  fchirrhous  or  cancerous  nature  -,  but  if  within 
the  tegument,  'tis  generally  of  the  wen  kind.  A 
contulion  moil  commonly  gives  rife  to  this  evil ; 
yet  as  we  have  obierved  before,  the  venereal  virus 
may  give  birth  to  it  alfo.  In  what  manner  fuch 
excrefcence  probably  becomes  generated,  will  bet- 
ter be  underflood  when  we  come  to  examine  ex- 
crefcences  in  general. 

Whatever  accident  befalls  the  tei^icle,  or  tefli- 
clesj  fo  that  they  inflame,   they  are  at  that  junc- 
ture 
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ture  rendered  ufek  fs  to  the  patient ;  particularly 
for  generation.  I  am  not  fo  prefumptuous  as  to 
pretend  to  reafon,  why  nature  gave  generally- 
t»vo  of  (hefe  fccretory  organs  to  the  male;  cer- 
tain it  is  however,  that  whilil:  one  Is  In  the  found 
ftate,  the  animal  is  not  impaired  in  the  procreat- 
ing vigour,  more  than  he  becomes  blind  who 
has  but  one  eye  :  We  may  therefore,  in  my  opi- 
nion, have  fome  right  to  fuppofe,  that  kind  and 
bounteous  nature  intended  two  teiHcles  in  the 
male,  and  two'  ovariae  in  the  female,  more  for 
the  fake  of  a  referve  than  any  thing  elfe.  But 
if  unfortunately  the  patient  is  maimed  in  both 
teliicles,  either  inflamed,  ulcerated,  fchirrhous, 
or  farcocelous,  their  decretory  function  is  per- 
fedjy  hindered,*  and  rendered  improlific;  and 
the  patient  in  that  Piate  is  as  much  an  eunuch  as  if 
he  was  actually  caitrated  :  Nay,  Til  venture  to 
fay,  he  is  thac  when  he  is  Ikril,  be  the  caufe 
either  from  a  decay  of  nature,  or  from  an  acci- 
dent ;  and  that  pufilianiraity  attends  flerility,  is 
as  old  an  obfervatlon  as  natural  philofophy  itfeif. 
To  lofe  one  tef^icle  in  order  to  fave  life,  in  a 
dcfperate  dilemma,  a  man  indeed  may  confenC 
to  ;  but  the  thoughts  of  lofing  both,  to  the 
man  of  vigour,  muft  be  more  horrid  to  the 
imagination,  than  all  the  mortal  tortures  of  thg 
inquilitlon. 

It  will  be  as  proper  here  to  point  out  the  diag- 
noitic  diftinctlons  of  this  kind  of  hernia  from 
the  inteitinal  hernies  and  hydrocele,  as  in  the 
foregoing,  the  difference  between  a  bubo  and 
bubonocele.  In  the  firfl  place,  the  tumefadion 
of  the  tefticle  comes  on  gradually,  with  pain  and 

inflam- 
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inflammation,  whilft  a  hernia  inteftinales  comes 
fuddenly,  from  a  violent  ftrain,  either  a  blow,  or 
other  accident ;  beiides  thofe  fyraptoms  which  have 
been  mentioned  before  in  the  bubonocele,  fome- 
times  attend. 

In  regard  to  the  hydrocele,  v/hich  is  an  adual 
hydrops  of  the  fcrotum,  this  may,  with  equal  eafe, 
be  diftinguilhed  from  the  fwelleil  tefticle ;  being 
very  largely  extended,  of  a  leucophlegmatic  and 
femi-tranfparent  hue  ;  either  fo  oedematous,  as  to 
retain  the  impreffion  of  the  fingers  at  the  touch, 
or  elfe  a  colledion  of  flud:uating  humour,  which 
is  plainly  perceivable  both  to  the  touch  and  fight. 

The  hydrocele  is  not  an  ailment  peculiar  to 
the  venereal  virus ;  proceeding  from  an  over 
relaxnefs  of  the  fibres  in  leucophlegmatic  habits  ; 
the  refult  of  a  long  ftanding  ague,  or  otherwife 
broken  conflitution  :  But  as  the  venereal  difeafe 
is  enough  to  emaciate  the  befl  conflitution,  fo  we 
have  had  frequent  examples,  that  an  hydrocele 
has  been  one  of  the  evil  confequences  attending 
this  malady. 

What  the  hernia  humorahs  is  in  man,  an  in- 
flammation of  the  ovaria  is  in  women;  and  though 
this  has  not  generally  been  taken  notice  of,  mufl 
notwithflanding  be  a  ferious  confideration  by 
every  jndicious  praditioner.  'Tis  true,  thofe 
organs  are  more  fheltered  from  external  injuries 
than  the  teflicles  in  men  :  But  fince  we  are  con- 
vinced from  anatomical  inquiries,  that  the  ovaria 
have  not  only  been  dropfical,  farcocelous  fchir- 
rhous,  and  even  ulcerated  ;  we  have  jufl  reafon  to 
fuppofe  that  thofe  organs  the  ovaria,  tubas  fallopi- 
an^e,  and  the  uterus  itfelf,  may  be  fubjecS  to  fuffer 

from 
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from  a  repelled  virus  ;  and  which  is  likewife  evi- 
dent from  the  complaint  in  thofe  parts. 

Of  VENEREAL  EXCRESCENCES. 

WE  now  advance  to  fuch  productions  of 
the  venereal  poifon,  wh^ch  tend  more 
towards  the  confirmed  lues.  As  excrefcences 
fometimes  fpring  forth  from  the  firlt  infedtion, 
without  any  preceding  fymptoms,  and  other  in- 
conveniencies,  befides  themfelves,  I  confider  them 
here  under  thefiril  infection  and  local  difeafes :  But 
iince  they  alfo  are  more  frequently  the  produdiion 
of  the  confirmed  and  latent  pox,  they  had  almoft 
a  greater  right  to  be  confidered  under  the  fecond 
infedtion.  This  however  is  very  immaterial, 
fince  they  are  the  produdiion  of  both. 

The  various  kinds  of  venereal  excrefcences 
which  make  their  appearance  about  the  pudenda, 
are  either  inflammatory  or  not,  hard  or  foft,  open 
or  clofe,  moill  or  dry.  They  have  as  many  dif- 
ferent appearances  as  quality  and  efFedisC  But 
in  order  to  diilinguifh  them  more  properly,  I 
Ihall  concifely  define  each  kind.  Verruca,  are 
a  kind  of  venereal  warts,  which  fprout  out  fome- 
times after  impure  coition ;  but  they  are  more 
frequently  the  produdiion  of  a  latent  pox.  They 
are  of  various  magnitudes ;  fometimes  like  pins 
heads,  at  other  times  like  a  ragged  button.  They 
are  fometimes  fcattered  over  the  glans  and  pre- 
puce in  men ;  prepuce,  clitoris,  and  carunculae 
myrtiformes  in  women;  and  about  the  anus  in 
pathics. 

?  When 
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When  they  protuberate  fomewhat  beyond  the 
furface,  their  bafes  contradted,  and  hanging  as 
by  a  ftalk,  they  are  called  porri.  Thefe  poni  will 
fometimes  grow  to  a  coniiderabie  length,  drop  off, 
but  conie  again  ;  and  if  they  are  fcattered  about 
the  glans  in  men,  and  at  the  entrance  of  the  va- 
gina in  women,  they  render  coition  both  painful 
and  troublefome. 

When  they  feem  concealed  under  the  fkin  like 
as  with  an  hard  lump,  large  and  oval,  round 
and  fpreading,  they  are  called  condylomata. 
They  are  more  frequent  in  the  tegumental  parts, 
the  perineum,  fcrotum,  and  the  tegument  of  the 
penis  in  men,  and  in  the  labia  alse  and  perinseurri 
in  wom^en.  Thefe  are  racher  m.ore  troublefome 
to  get  rid  of  than  the  former;  fince  they  feem  to 
have  ftruck  deeper  root,  and  are  apt  to  fpread 
their  area  in  the  tegumental  parts ;  and  fometimes 
they  fprout  out  from  the  furface  and  produce 
little  beds  of  porri  and  verrucse. 

Sometimes  thefe  warts  take  on  the  ferrated  ap- 
pearance of  a  cock's  comb,  when  they  are  called 
crifts ;  thefe  are  m.ofb  to  be  found  near  the  co- 
rona and  the  frsnum  in  m.en ;  between  the  nym- 
phac  and  labia,  and  veiy  frequently  abut  the  anus 
in  women  ;  but  efpecially  in  pathics,  when  they 
are  of  the  woril:  fpecie:  Thefe  diifer  confiderably 
from  the  former  in  figure;  which  however  feems 
more  owing  to  the  places  they  are  confined  to 
than  any  thing  dic, 

Thefe  venereal  excrefcences  appear  fometimes 
without  inflammation,  trouble,  or  previous  notice 
to  the  patient ;  and  even  apparently  dry  up,  and 
after  a  while  difappear  again.     If  the   patient 

takes 
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takes  them  as  friendly  forewarners  of  the  awaken- 
ed latent  lurking  pox  (as  he  ought  to  do)  the  fly 
virus  and  their  ambafl'adors  are  not  fo  difficult  to 
expel  the  territories  ;  but  if  neglei5ted_,  the  enemy 
may  be  expected  to  approach.  Sometimes  thefe 
pocky  warts  are  inflamed  and  fore,  when  they 
are  then  taken  more  notice  of;  and  it  is  but  juil 
they  Ihould  :  For,  if  the  patient  is  of  an  acrimo- 
nious habit,  irregular,  &c.  not  only  phagedenic 
and  cancerous  ulcers  are  the  refult,  but  the  con- 
firmed pox  is  now  at  hand ;  and  even  fometimes 
has  already  laid  its  deftrudlive  foundation. 

In  regard  to  the  production  of  thefe  warty  ex- 
crefcences,  we  muft  not  be  too  pofitive.  It  is 
fuppofed  by  fome  to  be  the  elongation  of  the  cu? 
ticulous  pupilla;  but  this  feems  to  me  but  a  lame 
conjediure ;  for  the  horney  fibres  of  thefe  warts 
have  fometimes  fltuck  root  quite  deep  :  Add  to 
this,  they  generally  take  their  commencement 
underneath  the  cuticula ;  fo  that,  that  part,  feems 
evidently  to  be  excluded  from  the  formation  of 
them,.  Beiides  on  fome  parts,  viz.  the  glans,  nay 
in  the  vagina,  where  they  are  m_ofc  hard  and 
horney,  there  are  fcarce  any  cuticula  at  all.  It 
is  rather  a  produdtion  from  a  vitiated  lymph 
w^hich  produces  a  fprouting  of  thofe  callous  and 
horney  fibres ;  the  formation  of  which  I  fhall 
have  an  opportunity  of  faying  more  to,  in  a  more 
pertinent  place. 

The  next  venereal  excrefcences  are  of  the  fun- 
gous and  foft  kind.  Thefe  like  wife  acquite 
names  according  to  their  reiemblance.  Criftse 
are  elongated  laps  of  the  fkin  refembling  the 
eombs  or  gills  of  a  cock ;  and  generally  about 
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the  anus  in  women;  but  particularly  in  pathics. 
If  they  are  foft  and  flaccid^  they  are  generally 
fomewhat  fore,  and  feem  to  be  moiftened  with  a 
fharp  ichor,  from  whence  they  are  generally  at- 
tended with  frequent  inflammation  and  difagree- 
able  burning,  until  gradually  they  degenerate 
into  a  deep  feated  phagedenic  and  fiftulous  ulcer* 
Sometim.es  the  crifis  will  be  callous,  fcaly,  and 
iniiam.ed;  when  they  are  not  only  extremely 
painful,  but  produ6:ive  of  the  worll  of  evils  in 
that  part ;  particularly  if  unfkilfully  treated,  and 
aggravated  by  cauflics  and  other  im.proper  ap^ 
plications. 

'  When  thefe  excrefcences  take  on  the  appear- 
ance of  mulberries,  they  are  called  mora ;  if  like 
llrawberries,  fraga;  like  figs,  fici;  if  like  open 
ripe  figs,  marifce,  &c. 

Thefe  excrefcences  take  fometimes  their  pofr 
feffion  about  the  fcrotum,  perineum.,  and  fome- 
times, though  feldom,  about  the  anus  in  men ; 
and  the  labia,  perineum  and  anus  in  womien. 
But  particularly  round  about  the  verge  of  the 
anus  in  catamites. 

The  mora  and  fraga  are  peculiarly  common 
with  the  yaws ;  with  this  difference,  that  in  the 
yaws  they  are  common  to  other  parts  as  well  as 
the  genitals;  the  fame  as  the  confirmed  lues. 
Sometimes  they  are  inflamed,  fiery,  and  dif- 
charge  nothing  but  a  thin  ichor ;  when  they  are 
attended  with  a  burning  and  acute  pain;  at  other 
times  they  are  a  com^plication  of  as  many  little 
running  ulcers  as  there  before  were  protuberated 
pimples. 

Thefe 
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Thefe  excrefcences  are  more  peculiar  to  men 
and  pathics  than  women.  In  men  about  the 
fcrotum,  near  and  about  the  rapha  towards  the 
anus  ;  and  by  pathics  all  about,  and  in  the  anus 
itfelf.  Sometimes  they  will  be  of  an  intermixture 
of  yellow  and  red  ,*  hard,  and  every  head  filled 
with  thick  ropy  matter ;  at  other  times  they  will 
be  of  a  flaccid  and  cadaverous  hue ;  and  yield 
nothing  but  blood  and  {linking  ichor. 

The  fici  and  iilarifcge  are  flat  fpreading  ex- 
crefcences;  they  are  more  peculiar  to  women 
and  lax  conllitutions  than  to  men  and  tenfe 
fibred  habits.  Their  feat  is  frequently  within  the 
pudendal  labia,  about  the  alge,  and  particularly 
all  round  the  anus.  They  fometimes  fpread  their 
flaps  very  wide  around ;  fometimes  protuberate, . 
fplit  at  the  top,  take  on  the  appearance  of  a 
buriled  fig ;  and  ifTue  from  the  numerous  feed- 
like pimples  a  difagreeable  fharp  and  foetid 
ichoric  pus»  When  they  appear  on  men^  it  is 
generally  about  the  fcrotum  and  the  perina?um  ; 
but  in  pathics  they  obfrrudt  almoft  the  pafTage 
of  the  anus. 

Thefe  and  the  mora,  fraga,  &c.  or  all  of  them, 
are  frequently  confounded  with  the  piles,  being  not 
eafy  to  be  diftinguifhed  from  each  other ;  parti- 
cularly when  there  is  an  adtual  intermixture :  The 
hemorrhoids  however,  have  in  general  (though 
this  is  not  a  flridt  rule)  their  bafes  wider  than 
their  tops,  and  appear  fomewhat  conical,  yet  to 
make  this  diflindtion  more  nicely  requires  a  great 
deal  of  pradiice.  But  the  truth  of  the  matter  is, 
there  needs  not  fo  nice  a  difiind:ion  as  authors 
in  general  have  advifed  us ;  if  indeed  there  was 
P  3  no 
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no  other  method  to  get  rid  of  thefe  difagreeable 
companions  than  by  caiiflic^,  or  ad:ual  cautery^ 
and  other  horrid  and  ineiTed:ual  methods,  I  own 
the  dillindtion  very  neceffary  y  and  it  would  be 
well  for  the  patient  if  they  were  always  miftaken 
for  the  piles :  But  we  Ihall  fee  in  another  place, 
that  there  are  methods  eafier,  fafer,  and  more  ef- 
fectual, both  for  thefe  excrefcences  and  the  piles 
too. 

Though  all  thefe  excrefcences  may  be  venereal^ 
and  generally  proceeding  from  neglect  or  ill 
treatment,  yetwemuft  not  flridily  inliil  on,  that 
they  may  not  alfo  be  fimilarly  produced  from 
other  caufes,  particularly  the  iici  and  marifcse  in 
the  pudenda  muliebria  ;  w^hich  I  have  known  in- 
ilances  of,  where  there  w^as  no  room  to  fufped: 
any  thing  venereal ;  but  on  examination  I  had 
teafon  to  fuppofe  they  had  proceeded  from  exco- 
riations of  the  ichoric  difcharge  from  acrimonious 
piles ;  add  to  this  perhaps  a  iliarp  fluor,  or  acri- 
monious catamenia^  and  want  of  cleanlinefs.  Nor 
Ihould  we  be  too  ha%  to  fufped:  the  patient  of 
pathic  criminality,  if  we  find  fuch  excrefcences 
about  the  anus  in  man. 

Where  they  fpread  upon  the  teguments,  on 
the  fcrotum,  &c.  there  mull  certainly  be  a  vene- 
real infection  at  the  bottom ;  but  there  is  a  pof- 
liblity  that  fuch  excrefcences  may  be  the  produc- 
tion about  the  anus,  from  a  very  acrimonious 
kind  of  hemorrhoids. 

But  in  common,  except  fome  very  rare  in- 
flances,  thefe  various  excrefcences  here  men- 
tioned, whether  of  the  wart  fpecie,  or  fungous 
kind,  are  not  only  venereal,  but  of  a  confirmed 

pocky 
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pocky  nature;  and  whether  the  patient  is  guilty  or   j 
innocent,  whether  the  caufes  afligned  are  feigned   ' 
or  real,  the  indication  of  cure  ihould  not   only 
be  externally,  but  aimed  at  corre6ling  a  latent 
acrimony  circulating  in  the  blood  and  humours, 
from  which   many  evils,  one  time  or  other  may- 
be expeded,  if  not  timely  iubdued.    The  warty  \ 
excrelcences^are  of  a  more  ftubborn  nature  than  • 
the  fungous  kind,  for  though  they  at  firll  feem  i 
more  indolent,  they  frequeutly  generate  the  moil 
vicious,  and  even  cancerous  ulcerations. 

Here  I  fhail  leave  them,  as  from  the  firil  in- 
fection and  local  difeafe ;  but  as  they  are  more 
frequently  the  produ^lion,  or  the  mefiengers  of 
the  confirmed  lues,  I  fhall  take  an  opportunity 
of  mentioning  them  in  that  place.  There  are 
various  other  equivocal  produ<Stions  of  the  firil 
infection;  fuch  are  the  rhagadia  or  fiffures  in 
the  anus,  or  in  various  parts  of  the  pudendum 
muliebre.  Thefe  chops  ifliie  fometimes  a  thin 
iharp  ichor,  and  at  times  are  very  painful;  if 
they  are  frefh  contra 6led,  they  are  not  difficult, 
but  if  their  lips  are  callous  and  inflamed,  they  of 
confequence  are  more  difficult  to  remove. 

Thus  much  then  of  the  .various  productions 
from  impure  coition.  It  remains  now  to  treat  on 
the  various  other  infe6lions ;  but  as  they  are 
more  frequently  of  a  univerfal  nature,  I  fhall 
confider  their  confequences  in  the  next  chapter  : 
particularly  as  1  have  given  my  opinion  on  fuch 
kind  of  infediion,  under  that  head. 

Here  then  I  fhall  beg  leave  to  conclude  this 

aetilogical  defcriptidn  of  the  fall  flages  of  the 

venereal  difeafe.     The  experienced  and  unpre- 
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judiced  furgeon  will  find,  that  I  have  been  more 
particular  on  that  fubjedl  than  authors  in  general  | 
though  at  the  fame  time  I  believe  more  concife. 
As  to  iludents  and  theorifts,  they  may  be  con- 
vinced of  this,  by  making  an  impartial  compa- 
rifon,  and  confulting  their  judgment  and  reafon : 
But  to  the  obitinate  and  prejudiced,  I  advife 
perfonal  experience,  the  beil  argument  to  teach 
them  truth  and  a  due  compaffion  for  their  pa- 
tients ;  if  this  fails,  all  other  arguments  mufl  of 
courfe  be  inefiedual.  How  far  I  have  defcribed 
the  painful  fymptoms,  patients  who  have  fufFered 
can  only  be  the  moll  competent  judges.  At  the 
fame  time  they  may  judge  how  far  they  have 
been  properly  treated.  What  the  confequence  is 
when  the  fecond  infedion  takes  place,  we  Ihall 
fee  in  the  next  chapter^ 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.     VI. 

Of  the  Second  InfeSiion. 

I  AM  now  entering  on  a  fubjed:,  which,  if  it  was 
minutely  handled,  would  almoft  make  a  com- 
pleat  body  of  difeafes,  incident  to  mankind ;  or 
in  other  words,  a  defcription  of  Pandora's  box* 
This  is  eaiily  to  be  fuppofed,  for  when  the  virus 
is  circulated  in  the  fluids,  and  introduced  into 
every  particle  of  the  whole  animal  compofition, 
there  mull  naturally  arife  as  many  difeafes  as 
parts  affedted,  from  whence  fuch  difeafes  can 
proceed.  But  we  muft  not  fuppofe  that  fuch  a 
complication  of  diforders  accumulate  themfelves 
in  one  and  the  fame  fubjed:,  or  that  the  various 
difeafes  adt  alike  in  all  patients :  No,  there  is  not 
one  iingle  caufe  exifting  which  can  lay  the  foun- 
dation to  fo  numerous,  different  and  feparate 
evils  as  the  venereal  virus ;  nor  adis  fo  various  in 
different  conititutions.  It  is  not  only  according 
to  the  various  parts  that  become  infedied,  but 
the  operation  is  as  it  were  guided,  and  condudted 
in  its  different  modes  of  dellruclion,  chiefly  ac- 
cording to  the  conflitution  and  habit  of  body  the 
patient  poffelfes. 

There  is  not  a  difeafe  incident  to  human  na- 
ture, but  what  the  venereal  virus  will  occafion  ; 
or  at  leaft  make  fo  near  a  refemblance  of,  that 
there  is  no  difference  in  appearance,  or  even  the 
effedts  and  confequences ;  it  follows  therefore, 

that 
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that  the  caufes  are  not  only  fubjedt  to  be  eafily 
confounded,  but  fubjedt  to  the  greatefl  miflakes, 
if  we  have  no  greater  confirmation  than  the  pre- 
fent  apparent  fymptoms  for  our  guide.  Never- 
thelefs,  there  are  peculiar  charadierillics  attending 
the  real  confirmed  lues,  in  regard  to  the  progrefs 
it  will  make,  if  it  is  left  to  its  deftru^ive  pur- 
fuit,  without  check  or  diflurbance,  either  from 
accidents,  or  caufes  defigned  as  remedies.  It  is 
fcarce  poffible  to  enumerate  the  various  ailm.ents 
incident  to  a  fecond  infe6lion  -,  whatever  difeafe 
other  acrimony,  from  whatever  caufe,  may  pro- 
dnce,  fuch  may  likewife  be  eifeded  by  the  ve- 
nereal virus ;  v/hether  external  or  internal ;  or 
whether  fromx  a  firfl  or  fecond  infe£llon.  And 
hence  we  fee  the  mere  impoffibility  at  times  of 
adjufling  the  caufes  of  difeafes  in  general. 

Throughout  the  animal  oecbnomy  'there  is  a 
natural  propenfity  to  expel  whatever  is  obnoxious 
to  the  tranquility  of  the  fabric  ;  and  hence  v^c 
experience  in  all  infectious  diilempers,  where 
there  is  an  adlual  abforbed  virus,  that  nature  en- 
deavours to  throw  the  morbific  matter  to  the  ex- 
ternal parts,  in  order  to  preferve  the  more  noble 
organs  of  life  from  the  pernicious  attack  :  And 
fo  it  is  with  the  venereal  virus,  for  though  it 
may  have  been  introduced  and  circulated  with 
the  fanguineous  mafs,  yet  for  the  moil  part  it 
attacks  the  external  parts,  before  it  gains  admit- 
tance to  deflroy  the  vital  organs. 

When  however  other  accidents  interfere,  or 
that  thofe  external  parts  either  repel  or  generate, 
and  continue  the  infe<5tion,  what  can  be  the  re- 
fult,  but  an  univerfal  deilrudion  of  the  whole 

animal 
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animal  fabric  ?  It  is  rare,  but  what  fome  exter- 
nal appearances,  or  painful  fymptoms,  give  the 
iiril  alarm  in  the  fecond  infe(5lion;  which  if  pro^ 
perly  attended  to,  or  properly  treated,  would 
Hop  the  approaching  evil  in  time;  but  unfor- 
tunately the  firfl  appearances  are  fometimes  too 
flight  to  claim  proper  attention  of  the  patient ; 
and  what  is  Hill  worfe,  the  remedy  fometimes 
proves  worfe  than  the  difeafe* 

But  in  order  to  exhibit  to  view  the  various 
clafles  of  difeafes,  and  the  dreadful  havock  the 
fecond  infection  is  fubjed  to,  we  will  begin  with 
the  more  flight  effefts,  and  trace  gradually  the 
various  fymptoms  and  principal  maladies  of  the 
confirmed  lues  venerea* 


Of  CUTANEOUS  DISEASES. 

MOST  malignant  difeafes  diltinguiih  a  falu- 
tary  prognoftic  by  a  favourable  crifis  of 
cutaneous  eruptions,  which  is  an  effort  of  nature 
to  expel  the  morbific  matter ;  but  their  pathog- 
nomonic expullions  generally  are  the  firfl  meffen- 
gers  of  the  commenced  lues.  Though  it  is  not 
quite  without  exception,  yet  in  general  it  is  as 
common,  as  that  the  gonorrhoea  is  the  firfl  intel- 
ligence of  an  impure  coition. 

Wherever  the  firfl  infe£lion  was  received,  there 
likewife  is  the  greatefl  propenfity  for  the  utterance 
of  the  difeafe.  If  the  venereal  infe6lion  was 
from  impure  coition,  the  genitals  are  more  fub- 
jed  firfl  to  difcover  the  venereal  poifon,  than 
other  parts  of  the  body,  provided  though  the 
2  natural 
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natural  courfe  is  not  difturbed.  But  when  there 
has  been  an  univerfal  circulation  of  the  virus, 
every  part  of  the  body  is  equally  fubjed  to  im- 
bibe the  poifon.  But  whether  from  the  leaft 
power  of  reliilance^  or  from  a  peculiar  propenfity 
of  the  nature  of  the  courfe  of  the  virus,  the  tegu- 
ment, or  the  ilcin,  frequently  give  the  iiril  iigns. 

It  muft  be  obferved,  that  the  fkin  confifts  of 
four  teguments;  membranofa,  adipofa,  cutis,  and 
the  epidermis,  or  cuticula. 

The  membranofa  is  the  inner  furface,  and  ad- 
heres fpontaneoufly  to  the  mufcles,  tendons,  and 
perioilium,  according  to  the  parts  it  covers. 

The  adipofa,  or  rather  the  cells  wherein  the 
fat  is  contained,  continues  over  the  w^hole  fur- 
face,  except  the  genitals  and  other  regions 
as  the  fcalp,  eye-lids,  and  fome  few  other  parts 
of  the  head,  where  thefe  cells  end  in  lym- 
phatic veiTels  ;  but  in  particular  about  the  geni- 
tals ;  where  they  abound  moil,  and  all  fat  in- 
tirely  difappears. 

This  part  of  the  Ikin  (if  properly  it  may  be 
called  fuch)  is  a  mere  continuation  of  ceils  filled 
Vv^ith  fat  in  corpulent  people,  but  fcarce  of  any 
fubftance  in  lean,  and  particularly  hedic  conili- 
tutions. 

The  cutis,  which  is  next  to  the  laft  mentioned, 
is  the  real. fkin,  fpread  univerfally  over  the  whole 
body,  and  is  an  interwoven  texture  of  tendinous 
and  nervous  fibres,  arteries,  veins,  lymphatic 
veffels,  intermixed  with  a  multitude  of  excretory 
glandulas ;  infomuch  that  the  whole  tegument 
fecms  to  be  a  glandulous  fubltance. 

On  the  external  furface  of  the  cutis  is  the 
corpus  reticulare,  which  are  the  extremities  of  the 

forementioned 
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forcmehtioned  velTels  and  nerves,  interwoven  in 
a. plexus;  and  in  this  furface  is  the  nature  of  the 
different  hues  which  diftinguiihes  the  colour  of 
the  various  fpecies  of  people,  black,  tawny,  and 
white;  and  this  plexus  is  likewife  the  feat  of  the 
fun  freckles,  &c.  The  furface  is  filled  with  little 
papillae,  which  appear  more  or  lefs,  as  the  fkin 
is  warm  or  cold,  in  a  ftate  of  fecretion  or  excretion. 
And  laitly,  is  the  cuticula,  or  the  fcarf  fkin, 
the  external  covering  of  all,  which  is  of  a  horny 
nature,  infenfible,  and  more  or  lefs  fubflantial,  as 
the  parts  are  fubjed:  to  external  prefTure  and  in- 
juries. This  cuticula  feems  on  examination  to 
be  a  continuation  of  interwoven  fcales,  produced 
from  the  papilla  of  the  extremity  of  the  cutaneous 
plexus,  and  increafes  on  repeated  prefTure. 

Univerfally  over  the  whole  body  of  the  fKin,  it 
is  filled  with  pores,  which  are  no  more  than  the 
oflicula  of  the  innumerable  little  glands,  called 
the  miliary  glands  ;  betwixt  which  on  the  hairy 
parts,  each  hair  is  planted  as  it  were,  wdth  a 
diftind:  root ;  and  correfpond  fomewhat  in  colour 
with  the  hue  of  the  corpus  reticulare. 

This  is  a  fhort  fketch  of  the  nature  of  the 
fkin,  which  ferves  not  only  as  an  external  cover 
to  the  body,  like  the  bark  of  a  tree,  but  appears 
in  general  to  be  a  continued  excretory  gland;  by 
which  the  body  is  in  a  perpetual  evaporation ; 
difcharges  obnoxious  vapours  (and  in  my  humble 
opinion)  exchanges  it  v/ith  particles  abforbed 
from  the  circumambient  air,  or  whatever  fur- 
rounds  it. 

Now,  according  as  the  different  parts"  of  this 

curious  mechanifm  of  the  fkin  that  is  affeded 

4  with 
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with  the  virus,  the  various  difeafes  muft  be  the 
refult ;  add  to  this  the  different  conftitution  of 
the  patient.  If  the  more  external  parts  of  the  re^ 
ticulare  is  tainted,  a  fcabies  or  the  itch  will  make 
its  appearance.  In  moift  and  full  conftitutions, 
it  will  appear  in  puflules  rifing  up  the  cuticula 
with  little  bladders  of  matter,  which  gradually- 
become  fo  many  little  ulcers;  either,  dry  up 
again,  fall  off,  or  fpread  their  infediion  farther. 
In  dry,  feverilh,  hot,  and  fcorbutie  conftitutions, 
and  particularly  the  refult  from  a  venereal  virus, 
fuch  itch  is  lefs  moilt,  but  more  fharp ;  com- 
mences with  an  intolerable  itching,  and  fmall  in^ 
flammations ;  and  hence  proceed  tettery  erup- 
tions, furfuraceous,  and  corroding  herpes,  ferpigo, 
impetigo,  &c.  Thefe  are  all  fo  many  kinds  of 
pfor^,  or  itches,  and  take  on  only  thefe  different 
appearances,  according  to  the  natural  conftitution 
and  the  prefent  habit  of  body  the  patient  is  in  at 
the  time. 

How  troublefome  foever  and  dlfagreeable  the 
appearances  of  fuch  cutaneous  eruptions  are, 
certain  it  is,  that  if  they  proceed  from  the  firft 
approach  of  nodturnal  pains  and  other  indifpofi-^ 
tions,  fo,  that  on  the  approach  of  the  eruptions^ 
the  wandering  pains  ceafe,  the  patient  ought  to 
receive  them  as  falutary  efforts  of  nature ;  par- 
ticularly in  our  times,  where  we  are  happily  pro- 
vided with  means,  in  that  very  effort,  to  eradi- 
cate the  mofl  virulent  malady  lurking  in  the 
blood.  But  at  the  fame  time  every  fcabious 
eruption  is  likewife  the  firfl:  meffenger  of  the 
moft  loathfome  leprofy,  elephantiafis,  the  whole 
train  of  the  horrible  lues,  a  cutaneous  putrefac- 
tion- 
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tion,andanuniverfal  corruption  of  the  whole  mafs. 
For  whether  from  the  continued  acrimony  of  the 
eruptions  mentioned,  or  the  increafe  of  the  humor 
from  the  blood,  or  both  together  is  the  caufe,  the 
acrimony  of  the  virus  will  (if  not  red:ified  or  pre- 
vented) attack  the  inner  part  of  the  cutis,  corrupt 
the  ftamina  of  the  fibres ;  generate  a  multitude 
of  fmall  phagedenic  ulcers,  which  will  clog  up 
the  perfpiration  ;  and  either  accumulate  and  ge- 
nerate fcabs,  fcales,  fores,  floughs,  &:c.  and  a 
continued  concealed  Iharp  pus  and  acrimoniousr 
ichor,  attack  the  neighbouring  ftamina,  and  at 
length  introduce  the  true  venereal  pox. 

If  the  virus,  inftead  of,  (by  the  expuliioii 
from  the  blood,  or  from  the  iirlt  infediion,  as  be- 
fore obferved)  attacking  the  external  extremity  of 
the  cutaneous  ramification,  fliould  feat  itfelf  in 
the  inner  fub fiance  of  the  cutis,  the  firfl  attack 
mufl  be  expected  more  acute ;  and  the  puflules, 
fince  they  are  deeper  founded,  will  confequently 
have  more  time  to  make  their  appearance ;  of 
courfe  more  painful  in  their  progrefs,  in  which 
cafe  the  abovementioned  evils  are  more  expedied;^ 
or  others  not  lefs  grievous.  But  the  deepefl  of 
ail  the  clafs  of  cutaneous  difeafes  are,  when  the 
membrana  adipofa  makes  the  beginning  of  this 
threatening  calamity  the  pox. 

Though  the  il^in  is  in  one  continuation,  and 
feemingly  of  one  fubflance,  yet  from  the  dif- 
ferent productions  that  the  venereal,  or  any  other 
acrimonious  virus  produces,  it  is  plain,  that  the 
mechanical  operations  muft  be  materially  dif- 
ferent; for  at  one  and  the  fame  time,  certain  parts 
gre  fubject  to  certain  produdions  of  diforders. 

Porri^ 
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Porri,  verucse,  crife,  mora,  fraga,  marifcse, 
&c.  are  excrefcences  and  protuberances  of  the 
cutis,  which  are  peculiar  only  to  the  teguments 
of  the  pudendal  parts ;  or  in  a  very  defperate 
cafe,  extend  perhaps  to  the  mouth,  nofe,  or 
Reck.  Thefe  excrefcences  are  fo  exad:ly  alike  in 
the  yaws  and  the  lues  venerea,  that  they  coincide 
in  thofe  diforders,  fo  different  in  their  names, 
both  in  effed  and  remedy.  Nay,  in  the  very  le- 
profy  too,  thefe  excrefcences  keep  their  afpedt, 
when  the  whole  furface  of  the  body  beiides  has  a 
quite  different  appearance. 

Ragadia  which  are  fiffures,  fometimxcs  deep, 
callous,  &c.  are  peculiar  to  the  anus,  the  corners 
of  the  mouth,  noflrils,  eye-lids,  nipples,  &c. 
Thefe  however  may  proceed  from  exteniion  and 
contradion,  though  of  the  fame  malignity  with 
the  former.  Different  from  thefe  in  appearance 
are  the  chaps  in  the  palms  of  the  hands,  and  the 
foles  of  the  feet ;  both  proceed  from  the  acri- 
mony of  virus,  fearching  as  it  were  to  the  cuti- 
cula,  by  which  it  is  fhrunk  together ;  add  to  this 
the  crully  flakes  occalioned  from  dried  up  puffy 
difcharge,  which  not  only  are  brittle  themfelves, 
but  deprive  the  cuticula  of  its  natural  pliablenefs 
and  tenacious  elaflicity, 

The  Alopecious  furfuration  of  the  head,  is 
common  to  the  leprofy,  the  yaws  and  the  lues 
venerea  ;  in  the  latter,  it  is  called  the  corona 
veneris,  or  the  venereal  laurel.  It  takes  its 
commencement  from  behind  the  ears,  extends 
itfelf  over  the  greateit  part  of  the  forehead,  and 
all  behind,  below  the  hair  on  the  neck.  Whilft 
it  receives  a  clogging  fupport  from  the  hair,  the 

fordid 
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fordid  Icurf  muft  there  be  the  thickefl,  and 
molt  pernicious;  as  alio  in  the  eye-brows. 
This  is  of  the  fame  kind  as  the  fcald  head  in 
children,  and  the  antient  leprofy,  where  the  fcab 
is  crufty,  fcaly,  interfperfed  with  a  foetid  flough, 
and  frequently  abound  with  vermin;  particularly 
in  children  and  leucophlegmatic  habits. 

Whatever  complexion  the  patient  is  natu* 
rally  of,  whether  black  or  white,  and  whatever 
natural  hue  the  hair  might  have  been  before,  they 
now  lofe  this  hue,  become  of  a  filver  white,  and 
at  length  fall  off,  root  and  branch.  When  the 
patient  is  crowned  with  fuch  a  laurel,  his  afped: 
and  condition  is  horrible  indeed. 

A  fcabby  head  is  generally  the  attendant  of  a 
nniverfal  cutaneous  malignant  eruption ;  and  how 
moift  foever  the  other  eruption  on  the  rell:  of  the 
body  may  be,  whether  a  populous  pfora,  ferpigo, 
impetigo,  phlydtsena,  8cc.  the  head,  if  it  par- 
takes of  the  infection,  will  always  be  more 
fcurfy  than  the  reil,  and  attended  with  an  ophia- 
sis :  For  fince  the  humors  dry  up,  and  become 
clogged  in  the  hair,  the  concealed  virus  cannot  be 
difcharged ;  muft  therefore  not  only  accumulate 
the  fordid  fcab,  but  corrupt  the  llamina  and 
nutrifying  veiTels  of  the  hair;  deflroy  their  root, 
and  confequently  make  them  fall  off. 

Furuncles,  of  whatever  kind,  if  their  roots 
are  not  deeper  than  in  the  cutis  or  membrana 
adipofa,  are  for  the  moll  part  confined  to  the 
mufcular  brawny  and  tendinous  parts  of  the 
extremities,  the  arms,  legs,  knees,  elbows,  loins, 
and  ihoulders;  but  very  feldom  to  the  fofter 
parts  of  the  body.  If  they  arc  near  the  glan- 
Q^  dulous 
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dulous  parts,  they  are  apt  to  occaiion  fcrofuloii§" 
tumours,  and  give  birth  to  many  evils^  If  thefe 
furuncles  are  veriereal,  they  are  the  true  pox ; 
though  of  the  cutaneous  kind ;  of  which  more 
hereafter. 

Gummata  are  fofaietimes  cutaneous  ;■  they  are 
the  moft  fluggilh,  but  likewife  the  moil  obflinate 
kind  of  tumefaction  iii  the  fkin ;  whether  they 
are  the  atheromata,  meliceredes,  or  fteatomata:, 
they  generally  take  their  abode  near  the  glan- 
dulous  parts,  about  the  neck;  particularly  about 
the  parotid  glandsi  How  cutaneous  foever  they 
may  appear  to  the  touchy  they  frequently  have 
2  ftrumous  foundation;  and  if  they  are  encyfled^ 
the  extirpation  of  their  bag,  as  well  as  their  con- 
tents, (when  it  is  prad:icable)  is  the  furefl  re- 
medy. If  their  origin  is  venereal,  they  are  ge- 
nerally fieatomatous,  and  ilubborn  enough  to  the 
moll  experienced  furgeon,  let  him  go  to  work 
which  way  he  will. 

Here  I  fhall  beg  leave  to  break  off  in  the  ca*-' 
talogue  of  cutaneous  difeafes,  that  may  be  oc- 
caiioned  by  the  venereal  virus.  Let  it  fuffice 
once  for  all,  that  whatever  cutaneous  eruptions 
or  difeafes,  any  other  acrimonious  virus  may  oc- 
caiion, luch  may  alfo  be  eifed:ed  by  the  vene^ 
real  poilbn. 

What  the  yaws  is  with  the  negroes,  may  hap- 
pen to  be  the  pox  with  an  European  ;  and  when 
the  pox  attacks  a  patient  of  a  dry  choleric  con- 
Hitution,  fo  that  he  becomes  crowned  with  a 
venereal  laurel,  and  his  body  loaded  with  a 
fulibme^  Ibrdid^  fcabby  fcurf ;  he  is  exad:ly  in 

the 
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the  flate  which  anfwers  to  the  defer iption  of  the 
i'eprofy ;  and  one  method  will  cure  them  alL 
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WHEN  the  venereal  virus  15  admitted., 
and  circulated  with  the  blood,  it  is  of 
eourfe  very  apt  to  afte^^l  the  glands;  and  this 
happens  fo  general,  that  it  is  very  feldom  they 
efcape.  If  we  cdnllder  the  glandulous  parts  in  a 
general  fenfe,  there  is  fcairce  any  one  iingle  part: 
'of  the  whole  body  exempt  from  having  fomething 
glandulous  in  its  compofition;  for  the  glands 
are  the  elaboratories  of  the  very  particles  of  which 
every  part  of  the  body  is  compofed ;  infomuch, 
that  the  whole  animal  fabric  may  be  coniidered 
as  a  gland  compofed  of  an  infinite  number  of 
other  fiiialler  Ones.  But  the  enquiry  here^  con- 
cerns thole  glands  only,  which  are  evident  to  the 
external  parts,  come  tinder  furgecal  confidera- 
tions,  and  require  fdmetiriies  manual  operations 
and  topical  applications. 

It  is  not  only  the  continual  natural  glands 
v/hich  becorhe  affected  by  the  virus,  vxdiich  tumif}^ 
inflame,  and  ulcerate  them  ;  but  what  is  remark- 
able, and  worth  a  ferious  coniideration,  is,  that 
when  the  habit  is  loaded  with  virulence^  wdie- 
ther  venereal  or  otherwife,  fpurious  glands  nv ill 
adventitioufly  arlfe,  where  natur'e  in  the  foiind 
ftate  never  defigned  any  :  And  thefe  lait  are  al- 
v/a)^s  of  the  ilrumous  kind.  This  vvc  experience 
not  only  in  the  external  parts,  but  alfo  univer- 
sally in  the  vifcera,  and  even  in  the  more  nobler 
0^2  parts. 
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parts.  If  therefore,  fuch  preternatural  glands, 
may  arife  de  novo,  it  is  eafily  imagined,  that  in 
the  glandulous  parts,  they  themfelves  may  be 
encreafed,  in  the  very  formation  of  the  fubftance 
of  the  glandulous  ilamina  ;  and  even  the  natural 
be  intermixed  with  preternatural. 

This  confideration  will  namrally  lead  us  to 
make  a  rational  diftindiion,  betwixt  that  kind  of 
tumefadtion,  which  arifes  from  an  obflrudtion  and 
accumulation  of  humours ;  and  that  kind  of 
tumour,  which  has  adiually  a  fecreting  and  ex- 
creting excrefcence,  or  preternatural  gland  for 
its  foundation. 

Whatever  is  againft  the  common  courfe  of 
nature  is  a  difeafe ;  and  fuch  glandulous  tume- 
fad:ions  are  evidently  difeafes ;  which  may  have 
many  evil  tendencies :  But  notwithftanding,  when 
we  duly  confider  the  wonderful  felf-preferving 
principles  of  the  animal  ceconomy,  we  faall  find 
that  the  firft  onfet  of  thefe  tumours  are  the  falu- 
tary  efforts  of  nature,  in  order  to  accumulate 
the  obnoxious  humour,  with  an  intent  either  to 
imprifon  them,  or  if  poflible  to  expel  them  ;  to 
this  we  muft  add,  that  the  weaker  parts  mull 
always  yield  to  the  refilling  of  the  flronger.  And 
whilil  the  enemy  is  wandering  in  the  animal  ter- 
ritories, equally  abhorred  and  refilled  by  all,  it 
fixes  at  length  where  it  finds  leall  refiltance;  and 
if  repelled  from  thence,  either  by  fome  accidental 
effort  of  nature,  or  aided  by  fome  other  agent, 
the  virus  is  fent  wandering  again,  till  it  finds 
fome  other  abode.  Hence  we  find  in  venereal 
and  other  virulent  difeafes,  that  pains  and  indif- 
pofitions,  will  be  drove  from  one  part  to  another 

till 
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till  at  length,  fome  province  is  facrificed  for  the 
good  of  the  whole,  where  the  virus  accumulated  is 
expelled;  or  elfe,  if  the  virusbecomes  the  ftrongeft 
party,  the  whole  animal  ftate  is  malTacred. 

Every  gland  is  compofed  of  arteries,  veins, 
fecretory  and  excretory  dudts;  of  thefe  neceflary 
tubuli  confift  their  elaboratories  :  But  in  regard 
to  their  peculiar  arts  of  manufacturing  the  va- 
rious humours,  is  to  me  a  profound  myftery; 
and  I  muft  leave  this  to  the  explanation  of  thofe, 
who  know  the  art  to  account  for  every  thing. 

Whilft  the  venereal  virus  is  merely  confined 
to  the  genital  partSj,  a  bubo,  herni^  humoralis, 
&c.  wall  interchangeably  make  their  appearance; 
but  when  the  whole  mafs  of  blood  is  tainted,  all 
the  glands  are  equally  liable  to  the  attack.  The 
inguinal,  axillary,  maxillary,  &c.  are  generally 
the  firft  fufFerers.  At  the  attack  they  become 
hard  and  indolent  5  and  proceed  in  their  pro- 
grefs  much  as  in  the  recent  bubo;  but  with 
more  llubbornefs,  indolence  ;  and  are  point  blank 
flrumous. 

At  the  approach  of  flrumous  tumours,  (whether 
they  are  venereal,  or  from  other  latent  virulency) 
the  adjacent  members  are  generally  partakers. 
The  firft  appearances  are  generally  in  the  natural 
glands;  as  for  example,'  if  in  the  tonfils,  the 
axillary,  glands.  Sec.  the  virus  takes  up  its  abode, 
and  if  either  by  repulfion,  or  otherwife  a  fpreading 
of  the  virus  happens,  the  neighbouring  mufcles 
will  partake  of  the  infedion ;  thence  phymatic 
fwellings  will  arife,  between  the  mufcles  of  the 
neck,  and  fometimes  extend  to  the  arms,  making 
the  furface  of  the  part  hard  and  knotty ;  which 
CL3  by 
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by  intervals  will  difappear  and  come  again,  tiU 
at  length  the  whole  neck  will  become  ftmmous: 
S03  that  the  natural  glands,  and  the  preternatural 
tumefadiions,  will  h  ive  a  go-between  communi- 
cation with  each  other ;  till  at  length  one,  or  the 
other  ulcerates,  and  becomes  fupplied  by  a  fiftu- 
lous  conveyance  Vv^ith  a  perpetual  running  from 
the  neighbouring  tumefadions.  And  this  malady, 
if  it  is  from  any  other  caufe  than  from  a  venereal 
virus,  is  called  the  King's  evil.    In  like  manner, 
a£bs  the  latent  pocky  bubo  ;  which  will  be  liable 
to  generate  correfpondmg    phymatic  tubercles, 
between  the  neighboviring  mufcles  of  the  thighs,, 
&c.  and  form  Mules,  of  deep  exteniion  ;  which 
render  fuch  fcrumous,  or  fcrofulous  ulcerations 
very  difficult  of  cure,  particularly  in  acrimonious 
or  univerfally  tainted  habits.    Thefe  fcrophulous. 
tumours  and'  ulcerations,  will  fometimes  be  of  a 
malignant  nature;    extend  themfelves    towards 
the  joints,  where  not  only  the  fynovia  is  liable 
to  become  callous,  but  the  ligaments   affedied 
and  tumefied  :  From  whence  cold  indolent  tu- 
mefadions,  called  v/hite   Avellings,   will   arife; 
caufe  anchyloiis,  caries,  hyperoftofes,  and  othe]* 
difeafes  of  the  bones ;  and  fometimes  unfortu- 
nately end  in  incurable  maladies. 

Thefe  ftrumous  or  fcrofulous  evils,  fo  called, 
in  non-venereal  patients,  are  branches  of  the 
confirmed  iucs  in  the  venereal ;  and  if  they  are 
equally  proceeded  with,  the  fate  of  the  patient, 
venereal  or  not,  either  in  the  fuccefsful  cure,  con- 
tinuation of  the  malady,  or  total  defirucflion  of 
the  whole  animal  fabric  v;ill  ever  be  alike. 

If 
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If  we  feriouHy  examine  fcrofulous  diforders, 
and  the  remedies  prefcribed  for  them  in  general, 
we  ilia  11  be  furprized  at  the  gentlenefs  of  the 
method,  and  the  ftrenuous  abilinence  from  mer- 
cury, and  falivation  :  On  the  other  hand  again, 
if  the  fame  ailments  and  the  fame  fymptoms  are 
pronounced  venereal,  we  muft  be  equally  ailo- 
nifhed  to  find  the  patient  immediately  plunged 
into  the  deepefl  falivation;  where  he  either  m.uit 
perifh  in  the  experiment,  or  if  he  furvives,  con- 
tinues the  fame,  except  receiving  an  addition  to 
his  former  evils.  The  difference  of  the  two 
extremes  is,  that  the  firfl  remains  uncured  from 
want,  the  latter  from  too  much  of  the  proper 
means ;  the  medium  however,  would  ever  give 
fatisfadiion  to  all  parties. 

There  is  no  one  part  in  the  human  bodv,  but 
what  is  glandulous ;  yet  in  the  plentitude  and 
delicate  ilrudture  thereof,  there  is  a  material  dif- 
fereiice  in  the  various  parts.  The  texture  of 
the  fauces,  the  roof  of  the  mouth,  the  uvula,  &c. 
correfpond  fo  exactly  with  that  of  the  genital 
parts,  that  the  venereal  ulcers  will  att  almoil 
alike  in  both,  which  we  lliall  here  coniider. 

The  lining  of  the  mouth,  throat,  nofe,  and 
all  its  various  correfponding  cavities,  is  of  a  per- 
.fe(5t  glandulous  fubilance;  and  whofe  furface  is 
porous,  nervous,  and  delicate;  befides  the  va- 
rious affemblages  of  c6nglomorate  falivary  glands, 
varioufly  diftributed  in  the  walls  of  the  mouth, 
as  the  maxillares,  parotides,  fublinguales,  and 
the  tonlils,  v/hich  furnifh  the  aliment  in  maf- 
tication  vvith  faliva  :  The  whole  furface  is  pro- 
vided  with    innumerable  lacunal   du6:s,    which 

0^4  exfude 
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exfude  a  lubricating  mucus,  by  which  the  mouth 
and  all  its  various  parts  are  kept  moill,  pliable 
and  ilippery. 

The  various  organs  in  the  mouth  are  for  the 
moft  part  of  the  fame  fubftance ;  the  tongue, 
the  uvula,  and  great  part  of  the  larynx,  to  which 
we  may  alfo  add  the  gums. 

The  falivary  glands  being  continually  in  ad:ion, 
and  doing  much  buiinefs  in  the  animal  common- 
wealth, have  confequently  great  correfpondence 
with  the  fanguinous  mafs,  and  therefore  very 
fubjed:  to  be  infedied.  And  whilil  their  branches 
extend  to  the  neighbouring  organs,  they  of 
courfe,  one  with  the  other  communicate  the  in- 
fection. 

The  lips,  the  roof  and  uvula  refemble  the  in- 
ternal parts  of  the  pudendum  muliebre  in  tex- 
ture as  much  as  may  be ;  and  therefore,  when 
infe(^ed,  with  the  venereal  virus,  ulcers  will 
arife,  which  in  themfelves  are  of  the  Ihankerous 
kind ;  and  if  the  habit  is  acrimonious,  they  are 
liable  to  occaiion  the  mofl  malignant,  phagedenic 
and  putrid  ulcers :  Hence  the  lips,  the  cheeks, 
and  the  uvula,  are  liable  either  to  become  can- 
cerous, or  totally  confumed,  by  the  corrolive  ul- 
ceration :  And  whilfl  the  lining  of  the  roof  is 
but  thin  in  fubitance,  and  the  bones  which  it 
covers,  thin  and  fpungy,  a  caries  frequently  en- 
fues ;  attacks  the  various  fpungeous  bones  of  the 
upper  maxilla,  and  deflroys  the  whole  natural 
texture,  and  formation  of  thofe  parts. 

The  membrana  pituitaria,  v/hich  lines  the  in- 
ternal furface  of  the  nofe,  and  the  various  com- 
municating cavities,    is  alfo   peculiarly    apt   to 

imbibe 
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imbibe  the  venereal  virus ;  and  from  hence,  fub- 
jedt  to  many  malignant  and  llubborn  maladies. 
The  peculiar  texture  of  this  glandulous  tegu- 
ment partly  for  fecreting  the  vifcous  mucus, 
voided  by  the  nofe,  and  partly  to  lubricate  the 
parts,  and  to  preferve  the  delicate  texture  of  the 
olfladtory  nerves  from  external  injuries,  is  re- 
markably fubjed:  to  fungous  and  phagedgenic  ex- 
crefcences,  and  putrid  ulcerations,  at  the  attack 
of  the  venereal  virus,  or  other  virulent  injuries  : 
For  fince  the  mucus  is  more  pituitous,  it  con- 
fines the  virus  from  attacking  with  that  rapidity, 
as  in  other  delicate  parts ;  though  in  time  be- 
comes for  that  reafon  more  pernicious.  Hence 
in  thofe  parts  arife  gradually  fungous,  foetid, 
and  phagedgsnic  excrefcences ;  which  foon  de- 
generate into  polipous,  carcenomatous,  and  pu- 
trid oz^nse ;  which  corrolive  ulcers,  foon  attack 
the  neighbouring  bones,  render  them  carious, 
and  totally  deltroy  them  :  Hence  alfo,  when  the 
olfa  nafi  and  the  feptem  is  loft,  the  nofe  falls  fiat 
to  the  face,  obftruds  the  former  paflage,  and 
occafions  fnuffjing.  When  the  ofla  palati  and  os 
vomar,  &c.  are  deftroyed,  the  tone  becomes 
hollow,  fonorous,  and  unintelligible,  Src.  the 
frequent  dreadful  confequences  of  fuch  malig- 
nant ulcerations. 

The  uvula  is  alfo  fubjedt  either  to  be  enlarged 
with  an  excreffential,  and  inflammatory  tume- 
faction ;  fometimes  even  fo  as  to  choak  up  the 
very  fauces,  or  elfe  to  be  totally  loft  by  the  pha- 
gedenic exulceration. 

The  tongue,  particularly  the  root,  is  alfo  a 
principal  feat  of  venereal  ulcerations ;  the  glan- 
dular 
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dulx.  fublingualis  are  fometimes  in  the  fame  flate; 
aifedt  the  whole  tongue,  fwell  it  up  to  a  great 
bulk,  and  make  it  not  only  painful,  but  bur- 
thenfome  and  ufelefs. 

Frequently  the  mufcles  of  the  uvula,  the 
fphenoftaphilinus,  and  the  pterygoltaphiiinus,  Sec. 
will  be  ulcerated;  this,  together  with  the  ulcera- 
tions of  the  tongue,  (as  frequently  is  the  cafe) 
particularly  the  mufcles,  whereby  the  os  hyoides 
becomes  corroded,  occafions  a  lamenefs  of  the 
tongue ;  a  hoarfenefs,  incurable  difficulty  of 
fpeech,  and  a  defediiye  deglutition,  are  the  ab- 
folute  remainders  even  after  the  cure. 

But  the  moil  deftrudlive  feat  of  the  virus  in 
thbfe  regions,  is  in  the  larynx.  This  moil  cu- 
rious and  complicate  organ  is  compofed  of  four 
kind  of  fubftances  ;  nam.ely,  cartilages,  mufcles, 
glands,  and  membranes ;  whilil  thefe  diiferent 
parts  are  fo  intiqiately  connedied  v/ith  each  other ; 
add  to  this,  being  plentifully  interfperfed  with 
nervous  ramifications,  and  thefe  communicating 
with  the  various  neighbouring  parts ;  it  is  eaiily 
conceived,  that  a  virulent  attack,  in  that  part, 
mufc  be  attended  wdth  pain,  malignity,  and 
'danger. 

If  the  attack  is  with  an  inflammation  and  im.- 
mediate  ulceration,  it  proceeds  in  its  progrefs 
like  a  malignant  anguina  or  quincy.  Frequently 
however  it  will  come  on  more  f[ov\'ly  ;  and  from 
the  continuation  of  the  pituitous  membrane, 
fungous  excrefcences  v/ill  arife;  which  gradually 
will  become  malignant,  foetid  and  phagedasnic 
ulcers.  Sometimes  thefe  excrefcences  will  choak 
yp  the  bronchia,  and  the  whole  fauces  with  exr 

ci'cfcences 
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erefcences  and  tumours,  fo  that  the  patient  is 
unable  to  be  lupplied  with  fuftenance,  and  fome- 
times  forced  to  the  operation  of  bronchotomy,  to 
prevent  a  total  fufFocation. 
.  A  putrid  fore  throat,  whether  venereal  or  not, 
is  always  to  be  conlidered  as  the  mofl  malignant 
and  alarming  malady  in  its  nature ;  for  whilft 
the  parts  of  the  larynx  is  of  fo  complicate  a 
form,  the  ulceration  is  hurried  on  v/ith  great  ra- 
pidity, and  the  inflammation  liable  to  obflrud: 
refpiration,  a  fundiion  abfolutely  requiiite  to 
the  exillence  of  life.  But  befides  thefe  inconve- 
niencies ;  whilfl  it  is  in  the  Itate  of  ulceration, 
the  phagedenic  difcharge  is  liable  to  fall  down 
the  afpera  into  the  lungs ;  attack  the  velicles, 
and  then  plunge  the  patient  into  a  rnxortal  con- 
fumption. 

The  gums  alfo,  are  equally  with  the  former 
fubjed;  to  become  infedted,  grow  fpongy,  foft, 
and  tumefied,  filled  with  little  phlydtence,  which 
gradually  become  fo  many  ulcers ;  the  teeth  be- 
come black,  wall  corrode,  and  at  length  fall  out; 
together  with  the  alveoli  becoming  carious  and 
will  exfoliate. 

From  all  that  has  been  faid,  it  follows,  that 
the  breath  of  fuch  pocky  patients,  wdth  any  or 
all  thefe  phagedenic  and  foetid  diforders,  in  the 
mouth  and  nofe,  mult  be  highly  offenfive  to 
themfelves  and  every  one  about  them;  and  if 
not  immediately  ailifted,  the  virus  mull  from 
thence  be  tranfported  to  every  part  of  the  body  ; 
For  fince  the  aliment  in  mallication  and  deglu- 
tition mxiix  partake  of  the  ulcerating  matter,  it 

is 
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is  demonitratively  plain,  that  the  very  nutrition 
muil  become  poifoned. 

The  worfl  condition  of  ulcerations  in  the 
mouth,  which  the  patient  poffibly  may  fall  into 
from  a  venereal  infection,  and  with  all  the  dread- 
ful confequences,  we  find  frequently  brought  on 
by  faiivation ;  nay  even  where  there  was  not  the 
leafl  fymptom  of  ulceration  in  thofe  parts  before ; 
and  how  frequently  do  we  not  find,  that  when 
the  patient  has  had  ftrength  enough  to  furvive 
this  fevere  touchflone  of  his  conftitution,  that 
inflead  of  being  cured,  he  has  only  augmented 
his  evils  ! 

The  eyes  are  alfo  very  liable  to  attract  acri- 
monious humours  from  the  body,  whether  vene- 
real or  otherwife ;  but  whilll  the  body  is  gene- 
rally rendered  molt  of  a  bad  habit,  in  the  vene- 
real infediion,  the  virus,  wherever  it  is  propelled 
to,  ads  with  more  virulence  than  in  other  cafes. 
In  pocky  patients  we  frequently  find  (at  the  firfl 
attack  of  the  eyes)  that  the  eye-lids  become  befet 
with  hordeola,  which  inflame,  ulcerate,  become 
fcurfy  and  fcaly,  and  are  attended  with  a  lippitude; 
the  canthus  major  alfo  inflames,  ulcerates,  and 
frequently  occafions  an  obftinate  encanthis,  fillula 
lachrymalis,  caries  in  the  os  unguis,  and  other 
evils. 

Sometimes  an  aegilops  will  appear  in  the  can- 
thus  major;  which  will  fpread  itfelf  over  the 
albuginea,  and  even  over  the  cornea ;  caufe  a 
number  of  fiery  nubecula  and  inflammatory 
phlydaense  :  And  in  this  confifls  frequently,  the 
venereal  external  inflammatory  opthalmia. 


Of  Glandular  Diseases.       237 

If  the  virus  gains  admittance  into  the  various 
humours  of  the  eyes,  whether  the  aqueous,  vi- 
trious,  or  cryflaline,  they  will  of  courfe  lofe  their 
tranfparency,  become  vifcid,  turbid,  and  con- 
founded in  their  fecretion :  Hence  will  arife  a 
glaucoma,  or  a  fufFuflion  ;  if  continued,  a  fugil- 
lation  attended  with  a  dull  heavy  pain,  gradually 
brings  on  an  hsmalops,  and  an  internal  inflam- 
matory opthalmia ;  which  at  length  will  end  in 
an  hypopion,  or  elfe  in  an  exulceration  of  the 
whole  eye. 

When  however  the  venereal  virus  has  attacked 
the  optic  nerve,  a  gutta  ferena  mull  confequently 
follow,  either  with  or  without  inflammation; 
and  other  attending  maladies. 

The  ears  likewife  partake  of  the  wandering 
virus ;  either  as  it  palfes  through  the  febaceous 
glandulous  lining  of  the  meatus  auditorius,  or 
its  containing  implements  of  hearing ;  or  whe- 
ther it  is  conveyed  thither  through  the  euftachian 
tube,  from  the  afFedted  parts  in  the  mouth ;  in 
either  cafe,  the  various  parts  of  the  internal  ear 
are  liable,  not  only  in  the  venereal,  but  any  other 
wandering  virus,  to  ulcerate. 

The  ear-wax  feems  a  fecretion,  different  frora 
all  other  productions  of  animal  fluids;  the  neareft 
refembling.  to  it,  feems  to  be  the  febaceous 
vifcidity,  exfuding  from  the  febaceous  glandul-^ 
which  unite  the  cuticula  to  the  reticular  plexus 
on  the  furface  of  the  cutis,  and  makes  the  fkin 
more  or  lefs  greafy ;  which  is  moft  confpicuous 
in  the  face,  in  the  morning,  particularly  after  a 
gentle  perfpiration.  Whether  the  ear-wax  is  the 
fame,  and  only  accumulated  more  in  thefe  parts, 

unable 
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Unable  to  be  cleaned  awa}^^  I  cannot  determine  | 
certain  however  it  is,  that  the  imaller  the  quan- 
tity fecreted,  the  bettef  are  the  organs  of  hearing; 
■and  that  its  encreafe  attend  moil  difeafes  in  thofe 
p^rts. 

When  th^  fecreting  tegument  in  the  ear  is 
affedied  with  the  venereal  virus,  the  v/ax  be- 
comes hard,  fcaly,  furfuracious,  fharp  and  foetid; 
when  it  alfo  corrodes  the  tegument,  and  occafions 
at  times  the  mofl  phagedsenic  ulcers :  Which  al- 
ways turn  out  carious  to  the  bones  :  Hence  arife 
fharp  and  fcKtid  burnings  of  the  pus  and  ichor 
from  the  ear ;  attended  with  frequent  exfolia- 
tions. 

If  the  m.iafmatlc  virus  is  introduced  to  the  in- 
ner parts  either  by  the  aquedud:  frorh  the  ulce- 
rated tnouth,  or  from  other  conveyances,  fo  as 
to  attack  the  auditory  organs,  the  tympanum, 
the  femicircular  tubes,  or  the  little  bones  them- 
felves,  the  incus,  ftapes,  malleus,  os  orbiculare^ 
or  all  together;  exoilofes,  hyperoftofes,  caries, 
riialignant,  phagedsenic  and  foetid  ulcerations,  to- 
gether with  a  confumption  of  thefe  parts,  and 
lofs  of  hearing,  muil  be  the  confequences  : 
Hence  an  exquiiite  painful  and  tumultuous  in- 
flammation, with  a  variety  of  apparent  founds^ 
attended  with  a  heavy  prefTure  in  the  temples, 
and  an  infiam.matory  tumefadiion  of  the  external 
ear  and  the  neighbouring  parts ;  which  fome- 
times  extend  even  to  a  hyperoflolis  of  the  os 
temporale ;  which  at  lafb  burfl  out  with  a  pha- 
gedenic ulceration,  and  running  of  foetid  pus 
from  the  ear,  with  frequent  exfoliations,  till  the 

whole 
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whole    organ  of  hearing  is   confumed  and  de- 
firoyed. 

The  breafts  of  women,  from  their  complexed 
and  elaborate  texture,  are  fubjedl  to  many  ail- 
ments ;  either  from  accidents,  a  default  of  their 
appropriated  function,  or  from  the  attack  '  of 
acrimonious  humours;  whether  infe(ftioufly  at- 
tradied,  or  of  inveterate  Handing  in  the  body; 
the  venereal  virus  confequently  fubjedis  thefe 
organs  to  many  grievous  maladies^  and  makes 
them  often  the  repoiitory  of  complicated  evils ; 
even  the  mofl  terrible  of  all,  incident  to  human 
afflidtion^  an  ulcerated  cancer. 

Suckling  women  are  fubjedt  to  receive -the  in- 
fedlion  from  pocky  children  :  when  fometimes 
the  nipples  or  the  areok,  will  give  notice,  with 
acrimonious  rhagadies  or  malignant  chaps;  at 
other  times  thofe  .and  the  neigbouring  parts 
which  come  in  clofe  contact  to  a  pocky  child, 
will  be  ftrewed  with  phlydisense,  interfperfed 
with  efflorefcent  furfurations  ;  at  other  times  the 
miafm  will  be  abforbed  by  the  returning  vefiels, 
and  be  received  into  the  circulation  of  the  blood, 
and  make  thofe  organs  the  attack  of  chance, 
equally  liable  with  any  other  part  of  the  body. 

We  ihould  however  with  the  greateft  circum- 
fped:ion  and  caution  form  our  opinion,  concern- 
ing fuch  infed:ion ;  but  particularly  in  commu- 
nicating our  fentim'ents  of  thefe  matters ;  for  a 
child  may  labour  under  many  aftlidtions  belides 
the  pox,  though  equally  as  grievous,  and  which 
is  apt  to  be  communicated  to  the  nurfe;  however, 
whatever  it  may  be,  that  the  child  labours  under, 
unlefs  it  utters  itfelf  by  external  appearances, 

•  either 


240      Of  Glandular  Diseases* 

either  in  blotches,  tumors,  or  external  exulcera* 
tions,  of  any  kind,  I  cannot  in  my  opinion  allow 
of  any  infe6:ious  communication.  But  the  cafe 
is  materially  different  in  regard  to  an  infedied 
nurfe  with  fuckling  a  child ;  for  fince  there  is  a 
continual  afflux  to  the  ladteal  glands  in  the  breail, 
and  the  fecreted  milk  continually  drawn  off  by 
fu'dtion,  the  communication  of  any  acrimony  is 
demonftrative ;  infomuch,  that  frequently  the 
cure  of  the  one  has  been  the  death  of  the  other* 

Women  have  many  periodical  infirmities,  to 
which  men  are  entire  flrangers.  They  are  fub* 
jedt  to  many  more,  and  even  more  malignant  ail- 
ments than  men  :  But  they  are  at  the  fame  time 
provided  with  many  more  outlets,  to  prevent, 
and  evacuate  them ;  fo  that  on  the  whole,  in  re- 
gard to  the  laws,  manners,  oeconomy,  and  the 
government  of  their  animal  flate,  they  are  quite 
a  different  fet  of  beings. 

The  breafls  are  principal  members  to  the  a€t 
of  geflation ;  as  fuch  there  is  a  continual  corre- 
fpondence  with  the  remaining  organs  of  genera- 
tion. At  the  approach  of  the  catamenia,  the 
breafls  are  more  than  ordinarily  turgid;  and 
whatever  ailments  they  are  fubjedt  to,  utters 
itfelf  mofl  at  that  time :  But  when  the  men- 
ftrual  drain  is  opened,  oppreffed  nature  finds 
immediate  relief:  Hence  women,  whilfl  they 
are  regular  in  their  menfes,  are  the  leafl  fub- 
jed:  to  ailments  in  their  breads.  An  occult 
cancer  may  remain  there  for  a  long  time  dor- 
mant, and  without  diilurbance,  if  not  injudi- 
cioufly  irritated  ;  but  experience  fhews  us,  that, 
at  the  diflurbance  or  difcontinuation  of  the  men- 

ftrual 
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flrual  evacuations,  the  fleeping  fiend  awakes,  and 
threatens  mifery  and  deilrucllon. 

On  the  whole,  whatever  ailment  may  befal 
the  glands,  and  the  glandulous  parts,  from  other 
wandering  malignities,  fuch  may  alfo  be  effected 
from  the  venereal,  and  vice  verfa  :  And  fo  true 
.it  is,  that  proper  and  rational  remedies  will  be 
equally  fuccefsfuL  whether  the  origin  of  the  evil 
be  venereal  or  not ;  let  pedants  and  fophifts  fay 
what  they  will  to  the  contrary. 

What  has  been  here  related  In  regard  to  ex- 
ternal evils,  will  comparatively  hold  good  with 
internal  •  difeafes,  fubjed  to  the  venereal  virus; 
and  which  we  lliall  take  a  curfory  view  of,  under 
the  title  of  the  dry  pox.  We  will  therefore  pro- 
ceed to  the  deflrudion  of  the  bones  themfelves. 


Of  D I  S  E  A  S  ES  of  the  B  O  N  E  S. 

TH  E  bones,  though  the  hardeft  of  animal 
fubftances,  are  fubjed  to  undergo  as  many 
del^rudive  changes,  in  proportion  to  the  nature 
of  their  texture,  as  the  fofter  and  glandulous 
parts  we  juft  now  left,  from  any  wandering  vi- 
rus; particularly  the  venereal,  the  fubje6l  we 
are  now  treating  of.  They  are  fubjedt  to  tumefy, 
inflame,  ulcerate,  corrode,  diiTolve,  and  be 
converted  into  another  kind  of  fubftance  1  be- 
come foft,  flexible,  and  even  lofe  entirely  their 
oflified  ftamina. 

The  formation  of  the  bones,  or  oflification,  has 

employed  the  fpeculation  of  many  ;  however  flill 

we  remain  in  the  dark.     I  will  therefore  ven- 

R  ture 
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ture  to  fet,  with  few  words,  this  matter  In  as  clear 
a  light  as  I  expe(5^  it  ever  will  be  to  human  com- 
prehenlion  ;  namely,  that  the  bones  are  formed 
of  the  fame  materials  as  all  other  animal  fub- 
fiances,  only  differently  modified,  and  conned:ed. 
This  will  fufficiently  anfwer  our  purpofe  a«^  man- 
menders,  man-makers  we  muft  not  pretend  to  be. 
Yet  as  far  as  effeds  lead  the  way  to  affign  caufes, 
we  have  the  undoubted  right  of  fearching  for 
Caufes,  which  may  have  falutary  effe6ls  5  but  no 
fooner  do  we  pretend  to  iupernatural  wifdom, 
but  we  make  ourfelves  ufelefs,  and  compleatly 
ridiculous.        i. 

In  the  natural  flate  of  the  bones,  they  are  the 
hardeft  in  fubfiance,  but  the  leaft  endued  with 
fenfution,  except  the  perioftium,  and  the  me- 
dullary fubiiance  in  them.  They  increafe  in 
hardPicfs  with  age ;  till  at  length  they  lofe  their. 
icnaciry,  and  become  quite  brittle.  All,  except 
foine  part  of  the  teeth,  are  covered  with  a  thin 
tendinous  and  nervous  membrane  ;  which  in  one 
continuation  glides  along,  over  the  whole  bony 
frame,  including  the  various  articulations.  Over 
the  fcull  this  membrane  is  called  pericranium, 
all  that  covers  the  reft  of  the  bones,  peri of- 
tium.  The  great  bones  of  the  upper  and  under 
extremities,  are  narrow  eft,  hardeil:,  and  hollow 
in  the  middle  ;  largeft  and  fpongy  at  their  ends: 
All  the  reft  are  partly  folid  and  fpongy.  lliofe 
deligned  for  motion  have  their  extremities  co- 
vered with  cartilages.  The  articulations  are 
llrongly  connected  with  the  periofiium,  afliiied 
with  ftrong  tendinous  ligaments.  1  he  internal 
parts,  whether  hollow  or  fpongy,  are  filled  with 

marrow. 


Of  Diseases  of  the  Bones.  243 

marrow,  which  Is  a  fubtil  fine  oil,  invefted  with  a 
delicate,  nervous,  zhd  fenlitive  celhilar  tegument. 
The  bones  are  varicLifly  perforated,  where  fome- 
times  fanguineous  veriels,  and  fometimes  nerves 
inclofed  v/ith  the  perioftium,  penetrate  ;  which 
fometimes  are  lofl:  in  the  fubftance  of  the  bone,  at 
other  times  in  the  medullary  fubftance  in  the 
bone,  particularly  in  the  medltullium.  The  joints 
are  lubricated,  and  move  in  a  tranfparent  gluti- 
nous liquid.  In  infants  the  bones  are  large  and 
thick,  but  fcft;  at  the  ends  cartilaginous  and  the. 
heads  of  the  moveable  articulating  bones,  large, 
foft  and  fpongy,  and  eaiiiy  feparable  from  the 
harder  part ;  the  whole  of  a  reddifh  hue.  In  the 
prime  of  life,  the  bones  become  hard,  tenacious, 
lironger  connedied,  and  in  colour  inclining  more 
to  a  white.  In  old  age  the  bones  become  fmall, 
hard,  but  brittle,  and  inclining  to  the  yellows 
When  a  bone  is  fradiured,  there  v/ill  ooze  out 
from  the  fradure,  a  glutinous  liquid,  refembling 
the  fynovia,  which  will  gradually  offify  and  ce- 
ment t1ie  fradured  parts,  as  ftrong  as  before  ; 
and  this  is  plentielt  in  young  fubje^ts.  Thefe 
are  fome  of  the  natural  properties  of  bones  ;  but 
let  us  now  proceed   to  their  difeafes. 

Whilft  the  blood,  and  other  circulating  hu- 
mours, muft  have  their  courfe  through  the  vari- 
ous bones  and  their  connecting  parts,  it  is  natural 
to  fuppofe  that  the  venereal  virus,  as  well  as  any 
other  acrimony,  muil:  become  obnoxious  ;  and 
prevent  the  courfe  of  the  animal  fabrication  and 
ceconomy  in  thefe  fubftances,  as  well  as  all  others; 
and  in  proportion  to  the  diftribution  of  the  ner- 
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vous  ramifications  of   the   parts  attacked,   pain 
and  inflammation  muft  enfue. 

An  exoftofis  is  the  general  term  of  a  protu- 
bcrated  vinnatural  bump  perceivable  on  a  bony 
psrr.  Thefe  tumors  are  generally  flow  in  their 
progrefs.  If  the  tumor  is  foft  from  its  commence- 
ment, It  is  generally  termed  a  gumma.  This 
excrefcence  has  "^/arious  origins ;  fometimes  it 
takes  its  commencement  in  the  cutis,  fometimes 
in  the  perioftium,  fometimes  on  a  tendon,  and 
fometimes  fprouts  out  with  a  fleatomatous  ex- 
crefcence from  the  fubflance  of  the  bone  itfelf ; 
either  at  the  fpongy  extremities,  or  the  hardeft 
parts  thereof.  Whereever  be  its  origin,  this  is  a 
true  venereal  pock,  (though  other  wandering 
virus  rnay  equally  give  birth  to  it)  and  has  al- 
ways fomething  malignant  and  flubborn  in  its 
compofition  :  Sometimes  its  contents  will  be  flea- 
tomatous  and  encyfted  ;  fometimes  callous  ;  and 
fometimes  offified ;  though  difl:in6l  from  the 
bone.  Som^etimes  this  kind  of  tumor  is  inflam- 
matory and  painful;  at  other  times,  indolent, 
and  infeniible  ;  yet  fometimes  all  on  a  fudden 
begins  to  rage.  Let  thefe  kind  of  vifitors  ad:  as 
they  will,  they  may  always  be  confldered  in  fuf- 
pe6ted  patients,  to  be  the  fcouting  forerunners  of 
the  whole  army  of  pox  laying  in  am.bufcade. 

The  cxulceration  of  thefe  kind  of  tumors  are 
generally  attended  with  a  caries  of  the  adjacent 
bone,  particularly  if  it  is  adherently  conne^fed ; 
for  from  this,  and  from  their  fteatomatous  fun- 
gofity,  together  with  their  aptitude  of  oflifica- 
tion,  it  appears  plainly,  that  their  origin  is  from 
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a  virulent  extravafation  of  the  calkis,  from  the 
bone  itfelf. 

The  true  exoflofis  however,  proceeds  from  the 
very  fubf^ance  of  the  bones  themlelves,  and  are 
protuberances  ofoffihed  matter;  and  thofe  are 
called  nodes.  Sometimes  a  node  Is  a  protubera- 
tion  of  a  hard  and  folid  bony  fubftance ;  at  other 
times,  it  will,  as  it  were,  be  a  bony  pufiiile,  or 
knot,  filled  with  an  irreguhr  flefhy  excrefcence, 
either  of  the  fleatomatous  kind,  or  the  carcino- 
meus.  Sometimes  the  bone  on  that  part  will  be 
more  folid  than  ufual,  and  the  tumor  in  appear- 
ance will  be  like  the  hardefl:  ivory;  at  other 
times  rough,  prickly  and  Ipongy,  filled  with  a 
variety  of  irregular  bony,  cartilaginous,  and  fun^ 
gous  cellulse  and  fubflance.  Thefe  tumors  will 
fometimes  come  fingly,  fmall,  large,  and  fome- 
times,  irregularly  fcattered  over  the  various 
bones,  both  hard  or  foft;  either  v/ithout,  but 
generally  attended  with  nocturnal  pains. 

The  fpongy  bones  are  moil  fubje61  to  thefe 
excrefcences  and  tumefadiions ;  and  fometimes 
the  whole  bone  will  be  equally  every  where  dif- 
tended  and  fwelled  :  And  this  is  termed  a  hype- 
rof^olis.  When  however  this  tumefadlion  extends 
to  the  harder  bones,  without  any  other  external 
appearance,  it  is  called  a  fpina-yentofa. 

A  hyperoflofis,  at  the  extremities  of  the  bones, 
are  fometimes  attended  with  very  acute  pain  5 
but  at  other  times,  with  a  flow,  heavy,  and  dull 
fenfation.  The  fpina  ventofa  however,  as  it  is 
generally  a  produ(?i-ion  from  an  internal  ulceration 
of  the  marrow,  either  in  the  cavity  of  the  hollow 
bones,  or  in  the  cellulae  of  the  fpongy  fubftances, 
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cannot  fail  of  giving  the  patient  the  moft  exqui- 
iite  torture;  and  this  malady  is  perhaps  one  of 
the  moit  deplorable  a  patient  can  be  afflided  with, 
except  the  cancer  ;  efpecially  In  the  tibia,  or  any 
of  the  greater  bones ;  and  particularly  If  it  in- 
creafes  fo,  as  to  bore  its  way  by  an  external  cor- 
roiion.  In  this  miferable  cafe,  Infianirnations, 
phagedaenic,  foetid,  and  flubborn  ulcerations  en- 
fue,  attended  with  fungolitles  and  repeated  exfo- 
liations, till  nature  has  formed  an  entire  new  bone, 
in  the  place  of  the  old  decayed  one.  But  fuch  a 
fortunate  refult  of  renewing  the  decayed  bone  is 
not  always  the  confequence;  for  fometimes  the 
whole  bone  will  become  as  if  worm-eaten,  or  per- 
forated like  a  honeycomb ;  add  to  this,  that  various 
bones  may  be  afFedred  at  once  :  Nay,  I  have  (and 
no  doubt  other  furgeons  have  too,  particularly  in 
hofpltals)  feen  whole  ikeletons  mangled  in  the  moft 
miferable  manner,  by  the  venereal  and  other  difeafes. 

An  exoftoiis  may  proceed  from  a  contulion,  or 
a  fudden  wrench  of  a  joint,  but  this  is  materially 
different  from  that  . proceeding  from  any  virus; 
for  the  former  Is  miCrely  a  iimple  extravafation  of 
the  callus,  either  from  the  tendons,  or  from  the 
bone,  (for  there  appears  a  great  hmilarity  in  their 
nature)  whllfl:  the  latter  is  a  confufed  jumbHng  of 
an  unconco^led  and  depraved  callus,  drove  out 
from  the  texture  of  the  bone  :  But  how  this  hap- 
pens in  the  various  forms,  we  may  Indeed  jar, 
but  we  cannot  reafon  or  account  for,  at  leail  with 
any  fatisfa61Ion. 

There  has  long  been  a  famous  queftion  in  debate, 
whether   the   bone  takes   its  origin  and  fupport 
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from  the  perlollium,  or  the  periofllum  from  the 
bone.  There  let  the  queftion  remain :  To  md 
the  very  queftion  appears  abfurd :  But  this, 
from  experience  in  furgery  I  know,  that 
when  a  bone  is  carious,  and  labours  under  an 
exfoliation,  the  found  part  enclofes  itfelf  in  a  new 
period ium  before  it  pretends  to  pufli  forwards 
the  carious  fcale  ;  and  till  this  may  be  performed 
undiilurbed,  the  ulcer  will  remain  malignant,  and 
the  caries,  and  repeated  exfoliations  will  continue  : 
For  the  delicacy  of  the  bony  fubftance  is  fo  great, 
that  even  the  leaft  air  will  afFe6l  it,  without  any 
other  caufe.  I  have  often  blulh.ed  for  fome  of 
my  brother  furgeons,  on  account  of  their  over 
officioufnefs  in  fc raping  the  bones ;  and  they 
themfelves  muft  at  times  have  been  confufed, 
^o  find  that  an  old  woman  (fkilfully,  though 
ignorantly,  letting  nature  have  its  way)  fometimcs 
has  performed  a  cure,  while  the  educated  iiirgeon, 
by  hne  finiihed  fcraping  and  perforating  inftru- 
ments,  only  diflurbed  the  falutary  efforts  of 
«>ature,   and  augmented  the  evil. 

Nodes  attack  all  the  bones  in  general;  but 
remarkably  the  hard  lamina  of  them,  and  thofe 
leaft  covered  with  mufcles  :  Hence  when  a  vene-^ 
real  patient  complains  of  no61urnal  pains,  the 
tibia,  ulna,  &c,  feel  rough  and  knotty,  nodes  and 
bumps,  lil^e  young  calves  horns,  fprouting  out 
about  the  fcuil,  you  may  fafely  pronounce  him 
poxed  to  the  back-bone. 

An  hyperoiioiis  may  likewife  proceed  from 
various  other  caufes ;  ricketty  children  are  fub-- 
]edi  to  it,  which  frequently  throws  them  for  the 
future  in  a  different  decrepid  form,  to  what  na- 
ture firll  deiigncd.  Young  people  at  the  age  of 
R  4  '  puberty,^ 
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puberty,  even  fometimes  from  a  leucophlegmatlc 
habit,  will  be  fubje6i  to  this  difeafe ;  and  from 
whence  they  will  fhoot  up  with  pain  and  awk- 
wardnefs,  and  have  remarkable  large  and  clumfy 
joints. 

A  iimple  hyperoftolis  may,  and  is  fometimes 
the  citecS  of  a  venereal  virus,  when  the  offified 
niatter  is  Simulated  to  a  greater  congeftion  to 
fuch  parts  ;  but  in  the  general  courfe  of  virulent 
difeafes,  the  tumefaction  is  of  a  corroding  nature, 
and  which  frequently  is  attended  with  a  fcrofulous 
fwelling  of  the  hgaments,  and  the  whole  joint. 
Such  fwellings  are  fometimes  grievous  in  their 
nature  ;  the  fynovia  will  alter  its  nature  many 
different  ways  ;  fometimes  turned  into  pus  and 
ichor,  the  joint  becomes  apofthumous,  corrode 
the  cartilages,  and  the  heads  of  the  bones ;  in 
confequence  of  which,  a  mofi:  malignant  ulce- 
ration and  exfoliation  muft  enfue ;  fometimes 
the  fynovia  will  be  degenerated  into  a  fungous 
excrefcence,  become  callous,  bony,  and  occalion 
an  anchylolis,  with  a  troublefome  deformity  of 
the  articulation,  and  the  adjacent  limb.  And 
fometimes  the  fynovia  will  be  converted  into  a 
variety  of  calculous  fubRances,  where  it  will 
obftlnately  remain  with  pain  and  diftortion  of 
the  parts. 

A  fpina  ventofa,  is  a  terrible  diforder,  efpe- 
cially  when  it  continues  and  attacks  the  whole 
bone  ;  this  Is  a  true  inflammation  and  ex  ulcera- 
tion of  the  very  oifificd  parts  of  the  bone.  And 
as  it  is  univerfal,  it  cannot  fail  of  attacking  the 
pafling  and  rcpnfling  ramifications  of  the  nerves; 
as  well  in  the  pcrioitium,   as  the  medullary  fub- 
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fiance,  and  the  adjoining  tendons  of  the  mufcles 
fixed  to  the  various  parts  of  the  bone,  and  confe- 
quently  the  pain  muft  be  very  extenfive.  Hence 
the  patient  feels  a  continual  gnawing  in  the  bone, 
as  if  it  was  bruiling  and  grinding  ;  and  in  the 
mufculary  parts,  as  if  being  torn  away,  &c. 
which  lafts,  with  repeated  intermittent  parox- 
yfms,  till  at  length  the  external  parts  become 
apofthumous,  opens  and  burfts,  into  a  moft 
foetid  and  phageda^nic  ulceration ;  which  con- 
tinues, attended  with  exfoliation,  till  nature  has 
fupplied  the  place  with  new  offification ;  and 
replaced  another  bone.  But  to  fuch  a  falutar-y 
confequence,  it  requires  not  only  very  judicious 
treatment,  but  alfo  a  young,  and  good  conftitu- 
tion  of  the  patient. 

This  dreadful  exulceration  of  the  bone,  will 
fometimes,  not  only  in  its  fury,  reduce  the  bone 
it  attacks,  to  a  mere  mafs  of  mouldring  corrup- 
tion, but  fpread  its  dreadful  infediion  farther  to 
all  the  neighbouring  bones  ;  and  fometimes  even 
attack  the  whole  offified  frame  ;  Such  a  fkeleton 
have  I  feen,  as  has  filled  me  with  horror. 

But  amongft  the  various  difeafes  of  the  bones, 
that  of  their  becoming  foft,  appears,  and  indeed 
is,  very  extraordinary  ;  yet  fo  it  is  :  They  will 
fometimes  become  foft,  flexible,  and  appear  more 
like  a  piece  of  confufed  fleih,  than  the  fubflance 
of  bone ;  and  this  is  called  ofteofarcoiis.  This 
may  be  produced  from  the  venereal  virus,  as  well 
as  from  other  caufes.  Infiauces  have  been  where 
this  extraordinary  difeafe  has  crept  upon  patients 
without  much  pain  or  other  inconveniency,  than 
that  their  limbs  h^ve  bent  under  the  fupport  of 
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their  body,  and  at  length  rendered  them  ufelefs  : 
But  in  the  general  courfe,  it  comes  on  with  an 
inflammation  and  heavy  pungent  pain,  the  fame 
as  a  fpina  vtntoia ;  at  length  the  bones  fwell  up 
into  a  bloody  puiF'd-up  mafs ;  and^then  become 
fubjed;  to  the  various  kinds  of  ulcerations,  as  all 
other  fiefhy  parts  :  As  a  fpecimen  oC  which,  I 
have  {een  an  injedied  bone,  (where  this  difeafe 
proved  mortal)  which  was  not  only  greatly  beyond 
the  natural  fize  in  bulk,  but  plentifully  dill:nbuted 
with  very  large  blood  veffels  ^  otherwife  of  a 
rough,  fpongy,  cellular,  and  farcolous  texture. 

In  faft,  there  is  no  part  of  the  body  fuffers 
more  from  the  circulated  venereal  virus  than  the 
bones ;  infomuch,  that  v/hen  a  patient  has  re- 
ceived the  pernicious  poifon,  and  circulated  it  in 
the  blood  and  other  humours,  he  generally  carries 
for  ever  fome  remarkable  certificate  of  his  faith- 
ful fervice  in  that  rough  campaign.  Hence  a 
flat  nofe  like  an  ape,  or  perhaps  an  artificial  one  ; 
fore  and  lippid  eyes,  perhaps  fquinting  5  running 
of  flinking  matter  from  the  remaining  nolirils, 
and  from  the  ears ;  rotten  teeth  and  confumed 
gums ;  flinking  breath  ;  large  fears  about  the 
chaps  ;  dry  and  knotty  neck ;  huge  ihoulders ; 
HifF  and  large  elbows  ;  decrepid  wrifts  and  fin- 
gers;  fiiff  knees ;  bandy  legs  5  a  virulent  gleet, 
and  itrumous  iffues  5  a  ghaflly  look  -,  fuperan-s 
nuated  in  conflitution,  &c.  &c. 

But  though  thefe  are  the  remaining  decre- 
pitudes of  an  invalid^,  half  pay,  or  fuperannu- 
ated  venereal  hero  ;  yet  v/e  have  daily  infiances, 
that  fome  of  fuch  deformdties,  are  the  pro- 
vidential lot  of  others,  whofe  parents  as  well  as 
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themfelves  have  been  innocent,  and  free  from 
venereal  difeafes  j  notvvithftanding  which  they 
have  been  equally  as  great  fufferers,  from  other 
wandering  humours. 

There  are  many  other  furprifing  difeafes  Inci- 
dent to  the  human  machine,  which  a  wandering 
virus,  or  other  accidental  default  of  nature,  may 
give  birth  to.  Inftances  have  occurred  where 
the  whole  bony  frame  has  degenerated  into  a  foft 
fpongy  mafs ;  on  the  contrary,  we  have  cafes  of 
univerfal  offifications ;  nay,  of  petrification ;  But 
what  is  yet  more  aftonilhing,  a  conflagration 
from  an  inteftine  felf-kindled  fire ;  the  patient 
alive,  and  reduced  to  allies,  in  the  fpace  of  a  few- 
hours  !  Thefe  are  fa6^s  furprifing  to  the  human 
imagination;  but  they  are  in  reality  no  more 
myfterious  than  all  other  phaenomenons  in  na- 
ture, and  every  other  difeafe  ;  except  on  account 
of  their  accidental  fcarcity.  We  may  philofophlfe 
as  learnedly  as  we  pleafe,  but  the  'deeper  we 
dive  Into  thefe  fubjeds,  the  more  we  fhall  per- 
ceive, that  all  what  we  have  fald,  and  can  iay^ 
amounts  to  little  more  than  nothing.  But  to 
return  to  the  ordinary  effefe  of  the  venereal 
virus. 

When  a  patient  has  from  bodily  experience 
ferved  his  apprenticefhip  to  the  pox,  and  has 
had  the  virus  circulated  In  his  animal  frame  for 
any  time,  particularly  in  the  bones,  it  never 
fails  of  reducing  the  whole  confiltution,  and 
bringing  on  old  age  in  a  fhort  fpace  of  time ; 
for  fince  the  virus  is  a  perpetual  fpur  to  hurry 
on  the  vital  fundlons,  natural  wear  and  tear 
muil  of  courfe   increafe,  together  with  various 
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remaining  drains.  Hence  we  fee  the  forementl- 
oned  remains,  or  at  beil,  find  a  diminillied  ftatue,^ 
brittle  and  fmall  twifted  bones  ;  and  all  the  de- 
crepidnefs,  witherednefs,  and  incapacity  of  infirm 
old  age;  at  the  years  of  natural  bloom,  health, 
and  vigour.  " 


Of  the  WANDERING,  or  DRY  POX. 

DRY  pox,  is  rather  a  popular,  than  a  phy- 
iical  term  ;  but  lince  cuftom  has  brought 
it  into  ufe,  in  order  to  iignify  a  latent  wandering 
venereal  poifon,  that  torments  the  patient  with 
a  variety  of  hidden,  fudden,  and  unexpected  ail- 
ments, from  which  he  mui^  expeCl,  fooner  or 
later,  to  fall  a  facrlfice  to  the  confirmed  pox,  I 
ihall  here  make  ufe  of  the  term  in  thatfenfe; 
and  under  that  title,  confider  fuch  diforders  pro- 
ceeding from  a  venereal  virus,  as  make  no  ma- 
terial external  appearances. 

In  the  firil  place,  it  is  obvious  from  reafon  and 
experience,  that  the  venereal  virus,  will  be  as 
mifchievous  to  the  internal  parts  of  the  body,  as 
to  the  external ;  but  in  general,  this  is  not  fo  fre- 
quently :  For  there  is  a  natural  propenlity  in  the 
animal  oeconomy,  to  expel  what  is  noxious  in 
the  vifcera  to  the  external  parts.  Whether  this 
is  from  a  nalural  fuperiority  of  effort  ordained  by 
nature,  to  preferve  the  principal  animal  fun6tions, 
as  much  as  may  be,  from  fatal  injuries  ;  or 
whether,  the  internal  parts  are  fupported  by  the 
vital  heat  of  the  body,  and  thereby  ftreightened 
to  fuch  an  expulfivq  cifart,  I  fliall  not  take  upon 
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mc  to  confirm  ;  though  I  am  inclined  to  think, 
both  Ihare  in  giving  this  fuperiorlty  of  power  of 
felf  preiers-ation.  Yet  notwithftanding,  when 
the  hrft  efforts  become  unfuccefsful,  they  are 
fubject  to  become  equally  liable  with  the  exter- 
nal parts  ;  and  when  once  they  have  imbibed  the 
poifon,  and  yielded  to  the  oppreilion,  they  labour 
under  many  difficulties,  to  Ihake  off  the  noxious 
burthen. 

A  virus  in  the  animal  oeconomy  afe  as  a  flimu- 
lus ;  when  therefore  the  venereal  miafm,  by  what- 
ever caufe,  is  introduced  into  the  blood,  it  makes 
not  only  a  diflurbance  in  the  fluids  themfelves, 
but,  as  the  infected  mafs  pafTes  along,  it  irritates 
the  internal  nervous  fpiral  feniitive  coats  of  the 
arteries,  by  which  they  are  provoked  to  an  in- 
creafe  of  their  diaflolic  and  fyftollc  funftion  ; 
and  hence  enfues  a  fever.  Whilft  the  irrita- 
tion laf^s  the  fever  continues ;  either  from  an 
increafe  of  the  virus  in  the  circulating  mafs,  or 
from  having  attacked  fome  nervous  part,  whereby 
the  iiimulating  fenfatlon  is  communicatively 
continued;  And  this  makes  the  difiindion  be- 
tween an  effential  and  fymptomatical  fever. 

When  the  internal  organs  of  circulation  are 
fuccefsful  in  their  attempt,  and  turn  the  virus 
either  entirely  out  of  doors,  by  perfpiration, 
urine,  or  ilool,  or  to  the  external  frontiers,  where 
it  is  taken  up  by  the  weaker,  and  lefs  powerfully 
refifling  lymphatics  of  the  fkin,  and  thence  far- 
ther banilhed  from  the  animal  ftate,  the  crilis  is 
as  fortunate  as  might  be  wifhed  for.  This  is 
always  the  firlt  effort  of  nature,  in  every  dif- 
eafe  whatever,  but  the  ill  fuccefs  of  this  facred 

attempt. 
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attempt,  may  either  be  owing  to  the  malignity 
and  quantity  of  the  virus  5  habit  of  body  ;  acci- 
dents ;  negledl ;  error  in  judgment ;  but  moft, 
to  the  baneful  attack  of  medicafters  of  all  ranks, 
forts,  and  lizes. 

There  are  difeafes  afcribed  peculiar  to  the 
iluids,  and  others  peculiar  to  the  folids  ;  thefe 
difl:ind:ions  are  proper ;  but  not  more  arbitrarily 
fo,  than  that  either  folids  or  fluids  may  claim 
only  the  greatefl:  fhare ;,  for  in  fa6l,  folids  and 
fluids  are  fo  intimately  united,  that  the  whole  is 
but  one  mafs,  and  differs  only  in  various  degrees 
of  folidity,  or  fluidity,  whichever  we  Ihall  pleafe 
to  call  it.  We  boafl  with  pomp  of  our  fuperi- 
ority  of  knowledge  to  the  ancients  in  the  circu- 
lation of  the  blood  ;  which  great  difcovery  how- 
ever, on  a  ferious  conlideration,  we  mufi:  be 
modell  enough  to  own,  is  barely  at  the  dawn. 
Our  microfcopes  are  aftonifhing  great  inventions; 
but  was  it  poffible  to  fee  a  drop  of  blood,  as  it  is 
in  its  circulation,  magnified  to  the  bulk  of  the 
whole  globe,  perhaps  we  fhould  then  fland  as 
much  in  need  of  a  microfcope,  as  we  may  feeni 
to  do  now  5  and  Vv^hat  figures  the  animalculifls 
would  cut,  I  know  not.  However,  fortunately 
by  the  help  of  reafon,  and  thofe  valuable  inven- 
tions of  inilruments,  we  have  abolilhed  many 
fantaftic  notions  of  the  ancients.  But  thefe  va- 
cancies which  we  have  made,  feems  to  fill  up 
pretty  fafl:  with  other  abfurdities,  equally  ridicu- 
lous 5  and  it  is  but  juft,  that  our  poflerity,  Ihould 
have  fomething  to  alter  and  cenfure  as  well  as  we. 

Since  the  folids  and  fluids  are  in  one  conti- 
nuation, and  fo  intimately  the  fupport  of  each 

other. 
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other,  It  follows  to  a  demonftration,  that  they 
muft  ever  be  partakers  of  each  other's  malady  : 
Yet  one  of  them  muft  carry  the  predominancy  : 
And  in  this  fenfe  I  would  always  be  underftood. 
When  the  blood  is  aifed:ed,the  iiidifpolition  muft 
of  courfe  be  univerfal ;  the  wanderhig  virus 
therefore  which  has  gained  its  admiftion  in  the 
fanguineous  mafs,  muft  make  the  patient  liable 
to  as  many  different  difeafes,  as  various  parts  the 
blood  paftes  through ;  and  the  patient  muft,  if 
left  to  nature,  depend  principally  on  the  vigou-r 
and  ability  of  each  vifcus,  or  part  of  the  com- 
monwealth, which  the  noxious  virus  paftes 
through,  to  oppofe  and  propel  its  attack :  But  to 
this,  we  muft  not  forger  to  add,  that  lince  the 
blood  contains  the  nutriments  of  all  the  diiferent 
kinds  of  folid  fi.ibftances,  it  may  be  varioufly 
affedted  by  the  attack,  fo  that  one  part  of  the 
mafs,  may  be  contaminated  more  than  another ; 
and  therefore,  make  fuch  correfponding  parts  of 
the  foltds  moft  liable  to  have  their  natural  courfe 
converted  from  the  order  of  health  :  This  laft, 
together  with  the  firft  mentioned  caufe,  muft 
principally  depend  on  the  nature  of  the  con- 
ftltution  of  the  patient.  Add  to  all  this,  that 
the  venereal  virus  is  peculiarly  fubtil,  and  pene- 
trating, it  is  not  eaiily  ihaken  off  from  any  part, 
and  will  unaw^ares  iniinuate  itfelf  into  every 
part  of  the  animal  frame. 

The  firft  fymptoms  of  a  poxed  blood,  is  an 
univerfal  wearinefs  and  laflitude ;  cold  lliiver- 
ings,  fucceeded  with  an  inward  heat ;  and  though 
in  general  not  a  very  high  fever,  yet  a  difagrec- 
able,  piercings  burningj  intermittent  heat,  and 

an 
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an  acrimonious  chapping  in  the  pahns  of  the 
hands,  and  foles  of  the  feet  :  This  fly  lurking 
fever,  with  intermittent  chills,  and  univerfal  laf- 
iitude,  exchange  with  anomalous  paroxyfms. 
A  dull  head-ach,  pain  in  the  limbs,  and  in  the 
bowels,  intermittently,  pay  alfo  their  attendance  ; 
particularly  as  the  patient  is  getting  warm  in 
the  bed, 

Whilfl:  thefe  complaints  are  wandering  and 
Shifting  from  one  part  to  another,  it  ads  mwch 
like  a  flight  intermitting  fever  proceeding  from 
catching  cold  ;  or  from  a  furfeit  5  in  general 
with  little  acutenefs,  but  with  more  wandering 
indifpoiitions ;  and  the  mind  labouring  under  a 
wretched  dejection. 

If  thefe  fymptoms  are  attended  with  ulcera- 
tions, excrefcences,  or  tumours,  either  about  the 
genital  parts  or  elfewhere,  there  can  be  no  room 
left  to  doubt  the  fufped:ed  patient  labouring  un- 
der the  approach  of  the  pox  ;  but  what  I  chiefly 
here  hint  at,  is  the  pocky  internal  fymptoms, 
without  external  or  local  appearances;'  and  can 
only  be  judged  to  be  the  efFefe  of  a  wandering- 
virus,  from  preceding  impure  coition,  or  ill 
managed  local  difeafes,  from  the  firft  infec- 
tion, 

Thefe  univerfal  wanderings  however,  don't  in 
general  continue  long ;  but  fome  particular  places 
become  gradually  more  permanently  the  fufFer- 
ing  parts ;  when  the  wandering  pains  will  de- 
creafe  in  proportion. 

If  the  lymphatics  attack  the  virus,  a  venereal 
itch,  and  all  the  variety  of  the  cutaneous  difeafes, 
before  defcribed,  will  enfue  j  which,  if  not  cured, 

will 
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will  fpread  its   infed:lon  back  again,  till  the  body  is 
reduced  to  a  moft  horrid  and  putrified  carrion. 

A  venereal  itch  will  fometimes  in  a  moderate 
degree,  pefter  the  patient  for  a  long  time  j  ap- 
pear with  great  itching  and  furfurations,  then 
difnppear,  and  occaiion  noc^turnal  pains.  In  this 
itch  (under  the  name  of  the  fcurvy)  many  have 
laboured,  till  fuddenly,  they  have  been  plunged 
into  the  confirmed  lues,  and  feen,  but  too  late, 
their  miftake. 

If  the  virus  circulates  in  the  glands,  it  occa- 
lions,  at  times,  many  tumefactions,  and  difperfes  • 
again,  before  it  attacks  them  in  good  earnefl: ; 
and  then  what  havock  it  makes,  or  is  fubjed: 
to  make,  we  have  already  coniidered  in  its  pro- 
per place  :  From  hence  the  patient  will  i(jme- 
times,  a  good  while  before  hand,  have  off  and 
on,  a  fore  throat,  the  palate  tumefied,  the  neck 
all  knotty  and  fiiff,  &c.  and  all  again  on  a  fudden 
difappear^  till  at  length  the  virus  becomes  fixed 
and  breaks  out  in  fome  part  or  other,  or  perhaps 
becomes  univerfal.  1 

But  when  the  tendons,  ligaments  and  mufcles 
become  the  habitations  of  the  virus,  the  patient 
is  then  under  a  fevere  difcipline  j  for  from  hence 
proceed  the  cramp,  fpafmodic  and  other  rheuma- 
tic pains. 

A  cramp  very  frequently  attends  venereal 
pains ;  and  which  makes  no  fmall  addition  to  the 
accompanying  torments.  A  venereal  opifioto- 
nos,  or  emproilotonos,  has  at  times  given  trouble 
enough ;  particularly  till  the  origin  of  thatrtrouble- 
fomediforder  was  properly  examined  into  and  found ^ 
venereal,  when  mercurials^  the  propereft  remedy 
S  proved 
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proved  fuccefsful.  When  the  membranes  of  the 
mufcles  are  aifedted  with  the  venereal  virus,  an 
obitinate  rheumatifm  enfues ;  which  is  eithe? 
particular,  or  fometimes  becomes  univerfal,  and 
fbme times  wandering  from  one  part  to  the  other. 
Whilft  the  virus  is  v/andering,  it  is  undetermined, 
and  no  part  is  fafe  from  the  attack.  Hence 
fuch  patients,  will,  all  on  a  fudden,  have  flying 
pains,  from  the  head,  to  the  arms  or  legs,  and 
from  thence  perhaps  to  the  bowels,  ftomach,  and 
other  vifcera  :  la  which  rambling  attack,  an  acute 
head-ach,  a  fudden  apoplexy,  and  even  an  epi- 
lepfy,  is  liable  to  cut  off  the  patient,  with  very 
little  or  no  notice. 

The  rheumatic  pains  of  venereal  patients,  gene- 
rally are  fevereft  when  they  are  become  warm  in 
bed ',  particularly,  if  they  are  accompanied  with 
pains  in  the  bones.  When  the  feat  is  in  the  mufcu- 
lar  membranes,  there  will  be  a  ftiffnefs,  ina6xivity, 
and  incapacity  of  motion  ;  fometimes  the  parts 
will  fwell  and  be  hard,  fomictimes  quite  fenfe- 
lefs,  and  at  other  times  again  become  inflamed 
and  painful.  But  the  pain  and  trouble  is  flill 
greater  when  it  is  arthritic  and  in  the  joints;  the 
ligaments  become  tumefied,  fore,  and  inflamed  ; 
add  to  this,  the  fynovia  degenerating  into  a  bony, 
cretaceous,  or  fabulous  matter;  wbereby  the  joints 
not  only  become  ftiff  and  gritty,  but  attended 
with  a  continual  torture,  as  if  the  joint  was  tre- 
panned, grinding,  gnawing,  and  many  other  fup- 
pofed  tortures. 

A  fciatica,  is  alfo  very  frequently  the  effe<51s  of 
the  venereal  virus ;  as  alfo  the  lumbago :  Thefe 
two  are  frequently  fellow  tormentors.     Sometimes 

they 
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they  appear  In  their  fymptoms  and  proceedings, 
as  gouty  as  the  rankell  gout  itielf  ■  cither  with 
anomalous,  or  elfe  with  n'5ore  regular  pare xyfms  3 
at  other  times  again  in  one  coniinuarjon.  We 
have  before  confidcred  the  difeafes  of  the  bones ; 
and  therefore  here  only  take  notice  of  the  pre- 
ceding fymptoms;  namely,  the  nocturnal  vene- 
real pains  in  the  bones.  Thefe  are  fame  times 
fixed  in  fome  particular  parts,  or  become  more 
univerfal.  If  the  bones,  v/hich  ach,  have  exofloiis, 
nodes,  or  gummata,  coming  on,  the  thing  is  plain 
enough  ;  but  fuch  nodes  or  tumefa6iions,  are  liable 
alio  to  com.e  within  the  bones,  or  the  inner  fur- 
face  of  them ;  though  not  fo  general,  as  on  the 
external  parts  :  Hence  a  heavy  punging  and  throb- 
bing head-ach,  particularly  with  a  gnawing  in  the 
bone,  and  likewife  in  other  neighbouring  parts, 
which  always  increafe  in  the  night  when  the  patient 
is  warm  in  bed  ;  and  occaiion  a  difagreeable  refdefs 
eifecft  on  the  patient ;  till  at  length  all  thefe  evils 
increafe  to  greater  and  deplorable  heights,  if  not 
timely  prevented. 

When  the  wandering  virus,  either  is  repelled 
from  the  tegumental,  ^  m.ufcular,  or  other  external 
part ;  or  meets  with  the  leaft  oppoiition  in  the 
vifcera,  it  is  apt  to  attack  thofe  nabler  parts,  and 
proves  very  noxious. 

The  ftomach  has  a  wonderful  communication 
with  the  whole  animal  fabric ;  even  fo,  as  in 
delicate  conilitutions,  to  partake  of  the  flightell 
indifpofitions ;  this  is  particularly  confpicuous  in 
the  female  fex  :  If  therefore  the  venereal  virus 
ihould  attack  this  great  organ,  -as  fometimes  is 
the  cafe,  many  very  bad  confeqiiences,  we  muft 
S  2  exped 
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expec?!:  to  enfue;  if  it  is  not  drove  foon  away 
from  thence  :  A  painful  naufea,  attended  with 
an  apepfy,  bilious  eructations,  vomiting,  and 
other  diforders,  followed  by  a  general  and  ma- 
lignant dyfpepfy  ;  together  with  a  loathfome  atro- 
phy, or  elfe  a  bulimous  greedinefs  5  till  at  length 
a  marafmus,  general  atrophy,  and  a  he61ic  ends 
the  fcene  with  death.  Nay,  fometimes  it  hurries 
on  with  more  rapidity ;  an  inflammation,  and  a 
vomica  will  form,  which  will  break,  ulcerate, 
and  in  the  moft  deplorable  manner  make  quick 
difpatch. 

The  intefiines  however  are  more  frequently 
fubjed:  to  be  the  feac  of  the  virus  j  and  thefe 
parts  are  very  apt  to  be  infected  on  many  ac-^ 
counts  5  for  iince  they  are  the  excretory  channel, 
into  which  the  cyftic,  pancreatic,  and  various  other 
duels  em.pty  themfclves,  whofe  fountain  heads  may 
have  received  part  of  the  venereal  poifon ;  add 
to  this,  the  many  other  diforders  they  are  ful^jec^ 
too  :  But  belides,  injudicious  purgatives,  are  fufRci- 
ently  capable  to  bring  on  a  deilux  or  a  venereal 
dyfentery  or  diarrhoea,  and  many  other  evil  and 
fatal  confequences. 

This  is  a  particular  circumftance  under  this 
head,  well  worth  feme  ferious  conlideration  ;  iince 
it  occurs  very  freaumtly  in  the  latent  pox.  And 
I  have  reafon  to  believe,  that  this  is  too  generally 
produced  from  ill  treatment.  1  have  mentioned 
often  as  a  fixed  maxim,  fupported  by  experience, 
that  wherever  the  virus  meets  with  the  leaft  refif- 
tance,  there  it  is  apt  to  attack,  and  iix  its  habi- 
tation :  now,  from  the  influx  of  a  contaminated 
bile,  pancreatic  juice,  unwholefom.e  and  ill  fer- 
mented 
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mented  allrrients,  kc.  an  acrimony  naay  be  ge- 
nerated, and  infecl  the  inteftlnes ;  and  thus  oc- 
cafion  a  bilious  cholic,  iliac  paffion,  inflamma- 
tion, diarrhoea,  dyfentery,  or  other  diforders  of 
the  bowels ;  whereby  they  become  fore,  weak,  and 
fubjed  to  attracSl  any  virus,  whether  venereal  or 
ptherwife,  wandering 'in  the  body.  But  fuch  a  de-r 
flux  i$  too  generally  OGcafioned  by  draftic  purges, 
or  the  profufe  adminiftering  of  mercury,  efpecially 
in  falivation  ;  add  to  this,  the  pernicious  adultera- 
tion, and  even  intended  admixtures :  By  fuch 
injudicious  and  mal-pra<^ices,  a  moft  ©bftinate 
venereal  diarrhoea,  or  (if  I  may  fo  exprefs  myfelf) 
an  inteftinal  cbp  has  been  too  often  brought 
on,  and  attended  with  a  train  of  fhocking  confer 
quences. 

Amongft  the  various  noxious  preparations  given 
to  venereal  patients,  none  are  more  fo,  than  any 
of  the  various  preparations  of  lead ;  which  for 
internal  ufes,  is  point  blank,  a  flow  but  fure  poi- 
fon ;  which  fhall  be  further  coniidered  in  another 
place. 

In  the  venereal  diarrhoea,  the  patient  is  feized 
with  a  pungent,  inflammatory,  and  cholicky  grip- 
ing, fucceeded  with  acrim.onio.us,  cutting,  and  foetid 
ftools,  attended  with  a  painful  tenefmus,  and  fpafm ; 
this  flux  ebbs  and  flows  irregularly,  but  with  fmall 
intermiflions,  till  either  it  hurries  the  patient  away 
with  the  greatefl:  agony,  or  at  length  it  becomes 
merely  habitual;  and  by  flov/  degrees,  attended 
with  a  univerfal  and  malignant  dyfentery,  atrophy, 
he6^ic,  and  death. 

If  the  inteflines  fuffer  from  faturnine   prepara- 

tionsj  a  moi^  melancholy,  and   heavy  contracting^ 
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pain  in  the  bowels  fieals  upon  the  patient ;  at- 
tended with  an  irkfome  contraclion,.  fuppreffion 
of  nutrition,  and  funcdion  of  the  inteftines;  till  at 
length  the  reduced  half  animated  ikeleton  links 
into  the  earth. 

The  lungs  partake  not  feldom  of  the  venereal 
poifon ;  frequently  fuch  patients  become  afthma- 
tlcal,  phthiiical,  and  are  hurried  to  their  grave  by 
a  galloping  confuraption  :  And  this  particularly, 
immediately  after  they  have  been  pronounced 
cured  by  falivation. 

The  heart  itfelf  is  not  exempt  from  the  attack 
of  the  virus ;  a  polypus,  palpitation,  fpafmodic 
contradion,  and  fudden  death,  muft  be  and  are 
frequently  the  ^onfequence.  A  pleurify,  a  pe- 
ripneumony,  or  other  difeafes  peculiar  to  the 
various  internal  parts,  are  liable  to  enfue  from 
the  attack  of  the  wandering  venereal  acrimony  in 
fuch  parts. 

The  mofi:  deflrud^ive  attack  however,  the  vene- 
real virus  is  capable  to  effec^l,  is  in  the  brain.  This 
part  is  univerfally  allov^^ed  to  be  the  firft  organ  and 
the  fenforlum  of  animation  in  the  exiilence.  As 
it  is  the  moft  incomprehenlible,  moil  complicate, 
and  mofl  delicate  organ  in  the  animal  ceconomy, 
fo  confcquently  it  muft  be  fubjed  to  the  moll- 
alarming  and  fatal  difeafes,  when  the  virus  has 
gained  admittance  to  a6f  upon  it. 

The  brain  is  confpicuoully.  divided  into  two  m.a- 
terial  parts ;  the  cerebrum  and  cerebellum.  The 
cerebrum  is  coniiderably  the  greateft  part,  and 
takes  up  the  fore  and  upper  cavity  of  the  ikull  : 
The  cerebellum  L^iys  immediately  underneath, 
and   behind    in  the  cs  occipitls.      The  cerebrum 
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feems  to  be  principally  the  preparatory  part  ; 
but  the  cerebellum  Is  the  fenlbrium,  and  primum 
mobile  of  life  itfelf.  Certain  it  is,  that  on  a  pref- 
fure  of  the  cerebrum,  ^  ftupor  of  the  fenfes  enfues  5 
but  at  the  leafl:  prelTure  of  the  cerebellum,  imme- 
diate death.  Notwithflanding  this,  both  parts  are 
fubjCvfl  to  many  diforders,  in  their  nature  different 
from  thofe  effeds,  though  for  the  moft  part  they 
foon    end  fatally. 

The  cerebellum  is  the  fountain  head  of  the  me^ 
dulla  oblongata,  and  the  whole  nervous  fabric  ;  whofe 
branches  and  ramifications  penetrate  Into  every  part 
of  the  human  body.  The  whole  is  encompafTed  with 
two  tendinous  teguments,  the  dura  and  pia  mater  ; 
thefe  membranes  continue  their  covering  of  the 
whole  oblongata  fpinal  marrow,  and  all  the  branching- 
out  nerves,  even  to  the  mofl  minute  ramificating 
extremities,  till  they  are  intirely  lofl.  Ten  pair  of 
nerves  fpring  out  from  the  medulla  oblongata 
;and  cerebellum,  fome  of  thofe  make  out  the  ex- 
ternal fenfes  ;  thirty  pair  from  the  fpinalis,  which 
fpread  themffelves  in  every  part  of  the  animal 
frame.  The  cerebrum  is  divided,  longitudinally, 
in  two  hsemifpheres  ;  which  diviiion  is  carried  on 
throughout  the  whole  ftem  of  the  nerves,  even 
to  the  extremity  of  the  fpinal  marrow,  fo  as  to  pre- 
vent the  communication  of  fenfation  of  any 
of  the  branches  from  either  fide  to  the  other;; 
yet  notwithftanding  this,  it  is  fo  contrived,  as  to 
have  an  immediate  correfpondence  of  fenfation. 
The  cerebrum  and  cerebellum  confiil:  and  are 
divided  into  a  great  number  of  other  parts,  ca- 
vities, glands,  ventricle?,  &c.  and  very  plentifully 
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interfperfed  and  interv/oven    with    large   arteries, 
veins,  and  lymphatic  du6^s. 

This  is  not  the  place,  or  indeed  the  fubjeft, 
to  examine  minutely  into  this  wonderful  anc} 
myfterious  organ  ;  iince  the  variety  of  difeafes 
occaiioned  from  a  wandering  venereal  virus  is 
here  barely  intended  aplioriitocally  to  be  treated 
of ;,  however  there  is  no  organ  belonging  to  the 
animal,  where  we  are  more  at  a  lofs  to  trace  the 
^lanifold  intentions  of  facred  nature,  than  in  this ; 
the  ventricles,  the  pons  varoli,  corpus  pyrami- 
dale,  corpus  olivaria,  «5tc.  ferve  more  in  the  exa- 
inlnation  of  them  to  augment  our  wonder  and 
admiration,  than  to  difcover  their  various  ufes  in 
the  animal  oeconomy.  We  may  fuppofe  the  glan- 
dula  pinealis,  or  the  fourth  ventricle,  or  any 
other  part  to  be  the  feat  of  the  foul,  or  the  fan^um 
fan61orium  of  the  intelle<?l:s  5  but  what  muft  we  fay, 
when  we  find  fuch  parts,  together  with  many  others 
contaminated,  and  even  confumed  by  ulceration, 
and  yet  the  patient  to  have  retained  his  fenfes  in 
his  Lift  moments '  We  may  afcribe  madnefs,  or 
any  other  dt:fe61:  of  underftandiing,  to  fome  dif- 
order  in  this  or  that  part  of  the  brain,  and  yet 
we  find  fometimes  the  brain  of  a  madman  and 
that  of  an  idcot,  as  found  and  perfect  (according 
to  our  examination)  as  that  of  the  mofl:  fagacious. 
The  truth  of  the  matter  is,  how  deep  foever  we 
ma  V  appear  to  argue  on  -that  fcore,  our  conclufions 
wiii  amount  to  little  more  than  idle  corijed:ure ; 
yet  facis  may  lead  to  trace  caufes,  fupported  by 
experience ;  and  thofe  may  lead  to  iimilar  ones, 
where  we  cannot  be  miftaken  in  pointing  oui; 
inevitable  confequences. 

We 
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We  know  from  experience,  that  the  venereal 
virus  has  caufed  a  cephalalgia,  megrim,  footo- 
mia,  vertigo,  catalepfy,  apoplexy,  phrenzy,  or 
even  a  raving  madnefs,  &c.  therefore  it  may  do 
fo  again.  Now  from  the  difpofition  of  the  va- 
rious parts  of  the  brain,  we  may  pretty  near  give 
a  guefs,  how  thofe  maladies  in  general  happen. 
If  the  virus  attacks  the  dura  mater,  pia  mater, 
or  any  part  of  the  cerebrum,  an  inflammation 
muft  be  apt  to  enfue  ;  by  which  the  various  pall- 
ing and  repailing  blood  veflels  muft  be  diftended, 
and  comprefs  the  various  parts  of  the  brain,  by  which 
the  vital  functions  of  the  brain  muft  neceflarily 
be  impaired ;  add  to  this,  the  noxious  Simulation 
of  the  virus ;  and  this  cannot  fail  of  producing 
various  complaints ;  a  comea,  fomnolentum,  fco- 
tomia,  vertigo,  catalepfy,  apoplexy,  cephalalgia, 
hydrocephalus,  hemicrania,  phrenzy,  or  mania,  &c. 
according  to  the  conftitution  of  the  patient,  habit 
of  body,  the  different  parts,  and  manner  of  the 
attack.  A  iimple  preflure  of  the  brain  occafions 
fymptoms  attended  with  a  ftupor  ;  but  if  that 
preffure  is  accompanied  with  irritations  from  any 
acrimony,  the  fyniptoms  muft  of  courfe  be  more 
ardent,  and  as  it  afte6fs  the  nerves,  confequently 
the  pain  muft  be  more  or  lefs  violent ;  produce 
fpafmodic  contradions,  either  in  part  or  of  the 
whole  frame  ;  or  paralytic  lameneftes,  either  of 
particular  parts,  on  one  iidej  or  univerfal. 

Nothing  is  more  comm^on  with  venereal  patients 
than  head-achs;  fometimes  only  fymptomatlcal ; 
fometimes  periodical ;  fometimes  fixed  in  one  par- 
ticular   fpot,    with    a    piercing    throbbing   pain; 
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others  again,  will  have  a  dull  gnawing  continual 
pain,  attended  with  a  l^upor  and  coma  ;  and  ibme 
again  have  been  aitacked  with  a  phrenzv  or 
mania  ;  either  periodically  or  remained  fo  for 
their  miferabie  lives.  Anatomical  examinations 
have  often  furprifed  us,  on  finding,  vv^hat  havock 
the  venereal  virus  has  been  capable  of  in  the 
brain  ^  farcocele  and  fchirrhous  tumefaciionSjj 
nay,  even  large  ulcerations  have  been  found; 
and  fom.etimes  calculous,  and  even  oiiiiied  fub- 
itances  have  appeared  in  the  very  cerebellum. 

The  fpinal  marrov/  is  properly  a  part  of  the 
brain,  or  rather,  an  elongation  thereof :  As  this 
is  the  main  trunk  of  the  nerves,  which  are  very 
liable  to  fufFer  much  from  the  venereal  virus,  it 
follows,  that  that  part  is  alfo  liable  to  the  viru- 
lent attack,  which  is  alfo  fufRciently  evident, 
from  the  hemiplegia,  paraplegia,  or  univerfal 
paliies,  venereal  patients  fome times  fail  into  ;  as 
well  as  other  dreadful  difeafes  from  the  fame 
caufe. 

Thefe,  and  many  more  difeafes,  the  venereal 
virus  is  capable  to  give  bir(h  to ;  and  in  comimon 
to  both  fexes.  But  women  being  naturally  fub- 
ject  to  many  difeafes  p^  culiar  to  their  fex,  they 
mull  confequently  labour,  in  gcnaal,  under  m.ore 
maladies,  when  their  habit  is  become  tainted  with 
a  v/andering  venereal  virus. 

In  men  it  feems  rather  improbable  that  a  wan- 
dering virus  ihould  occafion  a  virulent  gonorrhoea 
de  novo,  independent  of  impure  coition  ;  but  in 
women  fuch  a  cafe  is  very  likely  to  come  to  pafs; 
and  I  am  perfuaded,  that  this  mull:  very  often 
happen.     At  the  time  of  their  menllrual  difcharge, 

there 
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there  is  a  very  great  afflux  of  humours  to  the  organs 
of  generation ;  and  that  the  wandering  virus, 
may  be  attra6^ed  to  the  pudendal  parts,  in  the 
time  of  fuch  congeftioa,  and  difcharge  of  humours, 
is  more  than  probable ;  add  to  this,  a  natural  acri^ 
mony  in  the  habit,  which  alone  can  fubje6l 
women  to  fuch  fluors,  which  differ  very  little  from 
a  virulent  gonorrhoea. 

The  organs  of  generation  in  women  are  fo  fub- 
jcdi  to  attrad  the  venereal  poifon,  that  a  woman 
of  a  tainted  habit  is  feldom  or  never  free  from 
complaints  in  the  internal  genital  parts,  notwith- 
ftanding  all  external  appearances  to  the  contrary. 
The  uterus,  the  ovaria,  the  fallopian  tubes,  will 
fometimeis  be  ftrongly  affefted  ;  hence  they  will 
complain  of  heavy  burdenfome  pains  in  thofe 
parts  ;  from  which  they  become  fubjeJl  to  vio- 
lent attacks  of  the  hyfterics,  furor  uterlnus,  mola, 
ulcerations,  or  even  the  cancer  in  the  uterus, 
and  its  various  parts. 

Women  may  have  the  dry  or  latent  pox,  for 
a  long  time  in  their  habit,  as  long  as  their  men- 
i^rual  dlicharges  continue  regular ;  but  the  mo- 
ment this  falutary  courfe  is  diibrdered  in  the  un- 
impregnated  women,  the  whole  animal  frame 
falls  into  confuiion  -,  and  befides  the  wandering 
or  latent  venereal  virus,  lurking  in  the  habit, 
other  malignant  humours  are  from  the  fup- 
preiTed  menfes  generated  5  which  all  joining  to- 
gether, hurry  the  whole  body  headlong,  into 
the  moft  deplorable  defiru6i:ion. 

When  the  ovaria,  tubiE,  the  uterus,  and  their 
principal  appendages,  requilite  to  the  ad  of  gef- 
tation,   are   difordered,    tumefied    or  ulcerated, 
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hirrennefs  muft  of  courfe  enfue  ;  but  a  woman 
mny  labour  under  a  great  variety  of  pocky  ma- 
ladies, and  yet  conceive  ;  and  what  is  llill  more 
aftoniihing,  even  fometimes,  againft  all  expe6la- 
tion.  fhe  may  bring  forth  a  healphy  child.  How^- 
ever,  this  is  very  rare  indeed^ 

When  a  woman  has  conceived,  a  new  oeco- 
nomy,  or  animal  ftate  commences  t,  a  wonderful 
congetHon  of  fluids  from  every  part  of  the  whole 
an'mal  fabric,  is  attracted,  towards  the  forming 
of  the  foetns ;  and  confequently  it  becomes  liable 
to  partake  of  the  intermingled  acrimony  :  In  the 
f^ate  of  its  action,  and  from  its  fituation,  it  is 
ftrengthcned,  warmed,  and  fupporied  by  the  fur- 
rounding  vifcera,  as  much  as  any  other  vifcus  in 
the  body  ;  and  perhaps  may  from  fuch  fupport, 
fometimes,  though  rarely,  have  firength  enough 
to  repel  the  app  caching  poifon,  wandering  in 
the  habit;  but  generally  the  virus  becomes  too 
powerful,  and  not  only  ingrafts  itfeif  in  the  very 
ilamina  of  the  new  forming  foetus,  but  even 
deftroys  it  before  its  natural  prefcribed  period 
of  entering  into  the  world.  Hence,  fuch  un- 
fortunate women,  who  labour  under  a  latent 
or  con  armed  pox,  are  frequently  liable  to  heavy 
and  fevere  abortions ;  banging  forth  withered, 
pocky,  and  fometimes  a  halt  putrified  foetus. 
And  when  they  even  go  their  full  time,  'tis 
then  but  too  frequently,  they  bring  forth  an 
innocent  fufferer  of  its  parents  guilt,  in  whofe 
fiamina  are  deeply  ingrafted  raifery  and  difeafe. 

Here   then    I   will   conclude    this  aphoriflical 

etiology  of  the  var'ous  attacks  and  miichiefs  the, 

circulated  venereal  virus  is  capable  of  ^    we  will 
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therefore  proceed  to  a  conclufion  ,  and  furvey 
the  deplorable  and  horrible  diilblution  of  the 
fatal  conflagration  of  the  confirmed  and  tiniver- 
fal  pox. 

Of    the    CONFIRMED    LUES    VENEREA  j 
Or,  the  VENEREAL  POX. 

AFTER  the  preceeding  examination  into 
the  moft  principal  of  the  v'arious  methods, 
and  the  various  parts  of  the  animal  oeconomy 
which  the  venereal  virus  is  liable  to  attack,  I  llialt- 
beg  leave  to  conclude  this  setiologicallubjed:,  with 
a  concife  repetition  of  the  many  different  fteps, 
and  the  gradual  progrefs  of  this  dire  difeafe. 

It  miiit  be  evident  to  every  judicious  and 
unprejudiced  pra6^itioner,  that  almofi:  every  ma- 
lady, which  the  venereal  virus  is  capable  to  effedr, 
when  it  is  once  admitted  to  circulate  in  the  body, 
may  alfo  be  produced  from  a  variety  of  other 
malignant  humours ;  and  it  is  alfo  as  con- 
fpicuoufly  confirmed  by  daily  experience,  that 
the  venereal  virus  will  appear  under  as  many 
diifereat  difeafes,  as  may  be  enum.erated  in  the 
whole  body  of  pathology  :  At  lealt  there  is  fa 
true  a  refemblance  of  the  one  kind  with  the 
other,  that  unlefs  we  have  inconteflable  proofs 
of  their  firft  origin,  we  muft,  if  we  are  candid, 
own  ourfelves  incapable  to  judge  properly  whe- 
ther they  are  venereal  or  not.  If  this  be  lb, 
what  ihall  we  do  to  form  a  true  diagnoftic  dif- 
tindtion  ?  True  5  I  own  the  difhculty  of  the 
tafk  ;  but  at  the  fame  time  declare,  fuch  diag- 
noftics  ufelefs,  whenever  they  become  difficult 
to  form. 

If 
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If  we  trace  the  f^udy  of  phyfic  from  its  re- 
moteft  antiquity,  we  ihall  find,  that  when  that 
noble  fcience  v/as  moil  myiierious,  laborious, 
intricate,  and  perplexed,  it  then  abounded  alfo, 
with  the  greateft  abfurdities  :  And  as  thefe  dark- 
ening clouds  clear  av/ay,  limpllcity  and  truth 
will  gradually  appear  clearer  to  the  eyes  of  rea- 
fon  and  underftanding. 

A  true  diagnoRic  of  a  difeafe  coniifls  in 
knowing  its  nature  and  eifed:,  and  the  habit  it 
works  upon  ;  this  is  materially  neccffary  ^for  the 
cure  ;  in  regard  to  its  origin,  that  may  be  va- 
rious, and  materially  different,  and  yet  the  ef- 
fed:  the  fame  :  And  the  too  nice  dillindiion  in 
this,  particular,  has  too  often  ferved  as  a  miflead- 
ing  ignis  fatuus,  inflead  of  throwing  any  light  on 
the  rationale  of  the  cure.  What  reception  this 
dodrine  will  meetvvidi,  among  pedantic  critics,  I 
know  not ;  and  that  I  care  not,  is  plain  from  my 
having  throughout  the  whole,  without  fear  or 
hefitation,  written  the  fentiments  of  my  mind. 
But  I  muft  beg,  not  to  be  underflood  to  rejed:  all 
dlllindions  and  enquiries,  into  the  origin  of  the 
difeafe,  that  a  patient  may  labour  under ;  far 
from  it ;  yet,  the  nature  of  the  diltemper,  and 
the  habit  of  the  patient,  fhouid  always  claim  the 
firfl  attention. 

This  premifed,  I  fhall  now  feled  the  mofl 
material  pathognomonic  ligns,  from  which  we 
may  be  moil  enabled  to  form  a  rational  diagnof- 
tic,  whether  a  difeafe  that  a  patient  labours  under, 
may  be  pronounced  venereal  or  not. 

In  the  firil  place,  a  candid  confeiTion  of  the 
patient,  may   beil  be  relied  on,  affirmative  or 

uegative. 
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negative,  to  the  following  queflions  ;  Whether 
the  patient  has  been -guilty  of  impure  coition  ; 
or  fubjed:  to  any  oth^r  impure  contad:  with  in- 
fetled  perfons  ?  Whether  the  patient  at  prefent 
labours,  or  lately  has  laboured,  under  any  local 
difeafes  of  the  venereal  kind  ;  as  the  virulent  go- 
norrhoea, bubo,  fliankers,  hernia  humoralis,  or 
venereal  excrefcences  ;  whether  they  yet  remain, 
or  have  fuddenly  difappeared  ;  and  whether  after 
fuch  local  diforders,  v/andering  pains  were  brought 
on,  or  other  fymptoms  enfued  ?  And  laftly, 
whether  the  patient  has  had  former  venereal  in- 
juries i  or  whether  naturally  fubje<?|-  to  acrimo- 
nious, gouty,  or  rheumatic  pains,  fluor  albus, 
ftone,  piles,  &c.  ?  What  diet,  regimen,  connec- 
tions, accidents,  &c.  ?  When  thefe  queftions  are 
cahdidly  anfwered,  all  doubts  may  eaiily  be  re- 
moved. In  the  next  place,  there  are  indeed 
univocal  ligns,  which  require  no  queftions  to  a 
farther  explanation  ;  as  an  old  virulent  clap  -,  iif- 
tulous  bubo;  fcirrhous  tefticle,  &c.  particularlj 
with  that  clafs  of  people  who  are  guilty,  and 
have  richly  deferved  it.  On  the  whole,  after  all 
our  enquiry  and  £gns,  whether  they  are  univer- 
fal,  equivocal,  or  commemorative  ;  or  whether 
the  patient  is  innocent  or  not,  the  t&tdi  may  be  the 
fame  in  like  difeafes  ;  whatever  appears  like  the 
pox,  mufl:  be  treated  as  fuch  in  the  cure;  if  we 
have  a  right  to  expe(?l:  fuccefs,  whether  pox  or  no 
pox.  But  that  fuch  a  cure  does  not  coniift  in 
giving  mercury  by  fpoonfuls,  or  heaving  the  pa- 
tient into  a  profufe  falivation,  and  that  fuch 
raih  methods,  in  moft  cafes,  are  more  pernicious 
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than  the  difeafe  Itfelf,  I  hope  to  prove  in  another 
place. 

Let  us  now  trace  the  fhobking  malady  from 
its  commencement,  till  the  end  of  its  fatal  period, 
•when  it  has  gained  its  full  power  of  deftroying 
the  body. 

We  muft  however  previoufly  obferve,  that  the 
various  manner  of  its  operation,  differs  not  only 
according  to  the  period  in  life,  but  according  to 
the  difference  of  conftitution,  habit  of  body,  and 
diforders  the  patient  is  moif  fubjed  to  contra(5f. 
Thus,  for  inltance,  a  child   whofe  juices  are  in 
general  very  plenty,  and  v^hofe  folids  are  foft  and 
Hexiblej    will,  in  that  difeafe,    be  fubjed:*to  be 
hurried   into  an  univerfal  puiiulous  corruption 
and  ulceration ;  the  bones  become  tumefied  and 
ofteofarcous.     A  middle  aged  patient,  or  one  in 
the  vigour  of  life,  is  more  fubje^B:  to  exoll:ofes, 
nodes,  phymata,  ganglions  ;  all  which  tumefac- 
tions will    foon  break  into  phagedsenic  ulcera- 
tions :    Whilfl   patients  in   more    advanced  age, 
will  be  more  inclined  and  fubjedt  to  a  dry  Icurfy 
leprofy,   elephantialis ;      univerfal    caries,    fpina 
ventofa,  and  a  mouldering  brittlenefs  of  the  bones, 
6cc.     But  all  thefe    circumftances  are  varioully 
altered,    by   temparaments,  climates,  habits,  re- 
gimen, and  an  addition  of  other  infirmities  ^nd 
difeafes  :  Thus  a  child,  who  labours  under  this 
difeafe,  attended  with  an  inward  hedic  fever,  will 
be   affeded  like   thofe   of  a  far  advanced   age ; 
whilft  elderly  patients  of  pituitous  habits,  have 
their  condition  altered  accordingly.     We  mul^ 
alfo  recollect,  that  fuch  parts  as  firfl  received  the 
mfedion,  are  apt  to  fuffer  mpft  s  and  where  there 
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lias  been  formerly  an  infirmity,  fuch  parts  the 
virus  is  apt  to  attack  the  fevereft  alfo.  However, 
thefe  rales  are  not  without  exceptions,  as  I  have 
before  demonftrated. 

The  firft  fymptom  which  a  patient  feels  of  the 
univerfal  infection,  is  a  flight  irregular  inter- 
mitting fever ;  attended  at  firft  with  a  flight  pain 
in  the  h^ad,  arms,  legs,  knees  and  ankles ;  to- 
gether with  a  heavy  irkfome  lallitude  and  de- 
prefTed  fpirits.  Thefe  fymptoms  come  and  go 
irregularly;  but  gradually  the  pain  increafes, 
and  particularly  at  night  when  warm  in  bed  : 
The  nights  become  more  and  more  reftlefs,  and 
are  fpent,  with  tumbling  and  tofling  to  and  fro, 
till  at  length,  a  little  fleep  in  the  morning,  re- 
frcflies  the  worried  patient,  and  ftrengthens  him 
to  fupport  the  next  night's  torment. 

The  head-ach  gradually  grows  heavier;  fome- 
times  with  a  dull  heavy  pain,  fometimes  more 
acute  ;  Some  have  their  pain  fixed  in  one  fpot, 
called  the  clavus,  feeming  as  if  a  nail  w^as  drove 
into  the  head,  or  being  bored  either  on  one  part 
of  the  fkull  or  the  other.  Gradually  little  bumps 
are  felt  on  the  fkull,  arms  and  Ihins;  which,  to- 
together  with  the  joints,  becoming  painful,  take 
it  by  turns  to  torment  the  patient  continually. 

A  fcurf  and  furfuration  in  the  mean  time 
comes  gradually  on;  the  eyes  are  lipped  and 
fore  ;  an  inflammatory  tettery  furfuratious  erup- 
tion begins  on  the  eye-brows  and  forehead,  w^orks 
itfelf  all  round  the  temples,  the  hairy  fcalp,  down 
the  neck,  and  thus  crowns  the  patient  with  the 
venereal  laurel.  The  tettery  eruption  creeps 
gradually  farther  about  the  face,  and  into  the 
T  ears ; 
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ears,  infeds  the  ear-wax,  corrodes  the  auditory 
organs^  fills  up  the  cavity  with  iloughy,  fcabby 
and  {linking  matter ;  from  hence  partly  enfues  a 
tinkling,  hilling  and  ringing  in  the  ears,  toge- 
ther with  a  heavy  dull  pain  in  the  temples,  and 
a  defeat  of  hearing.  The  tettery  eruptions  en- 
creafe  ,*  the  lips  become  fore  and  fcurfy ;  the 
creeks  of  the  m^outh  and  noflrils  crack ;  thefe 
rhagades  feller,  become  hard  and  callous,  and 
ilTue  a  lliarp  corroding  ichor. 

The  whole  fkin  becomes  rough,  covered  with 
fmall  yellow  branny  fcales,  attended  by  turns 
with  a  fharp  burning   itching ;  the    eyes  look 
dull  and  heavy,  red  and  flaring ;  the  face  be- 
comes bloated,  fcaly  and  livid;  interfperfed  with 
efflorefcent  fpots   and  tubercles.     In  the  mean 
time  the  almonds  fwell,  become  hard,  and  throb 
with  a  dull  pain ;  the  neck  becomes  hard,  ftifF, 
and  all  between  the  m^alloideus,  coraco-hyoideus, 
and  other  m.ufcles,   phymata  are  varioully  inter- 
fperfed of  divers  magnitudes.  The  mouth  begins 
to  grow  fore ;  the  cheeks  within  become  ftrewed 
with  fiery  phlydianse;    the  tongue  fwells,  be- 
comes covered  with  a  hard  rough  flimy  flough 
and  crull;  the  palate  and  throat   are  fwelled, 
and  fore ;  the  roof  of  the  mouth  is  befet  with 
hard  tubercles  and  nodes ;  the  nofe  fwells ;  the 
.noflrils  are  widened,  and  fluffed  up  with  fcab 
flough  and  offenfive  ichor. 

The  fcurf  in  the  hairy   fcalp  grows  crufly, 

.  the  hair  lofes   its  natural  colour,  fwells  thicker 

than  ordinary,  turns  white,  and  gradually  falls  off. 

The  wrills,  hands,   and  fingers,  fwell ;  the  nails 

grow  large,  thick,  rough  and  yellow,  fefler,  and 
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drop  off.  The  phymata,  gummata,  grow  picked, 
inflamed,  exfudes  a  vifcid  ichor,  which  fcale  and 
cover  them  with  branny  crufts.  The  bones  fwell, 
particularly  at  the  joints,  and  become  rough. 
The  nodes  inflame,  the  joints  grow  fl:iff  and  fore; 
the  voice  hoarfe ;  the  language  unintelligible ; 
the  refpiratlon  difficult;  the  lungs oppreflTed;  the 
appetite  depraved ;  the  mouth  fliff  and  half 
open ;  the  breath  loathfome  and  foetid ;  and  the 
mind  is  loaded  with  melancholy,  wretchednefs, 
and  defpair. 

This  is  the  true  venereal  pox,  ready  to  burft 
out;  and  in  this  ftate  it  appeared  in  general, 
when  it  made  fo  great  a  noife  in  Europe ;  and  of 
which  we  lately  have  had,  and  perhaps  at  this 
time  may  produce  fpecimens,  particularly  in 
fome  of  our  hofpitals.  We  are  bleffed  in  having 
difcovered  fome  of  the  incornparble  virtues  of 
hydrargyral  preparations,  particularly  in  this 
malady;  but  we  fhail  ftill  be  blefled  more,  w^hen 
we  learn  the  proper  and  difcretionary  ufe  of  this 
facred  drug.  It  is  to  the  virtues  of  this  univer- 
fal  medicine  (if  there  be  any  fuch  in  nature)  that 
we  (even  the  innocent  with  the  guilty)  do  not 
fall  fo  often  martyrs  to  this  infernal  difeafe  as 
the  antients ;  flnce  our  high  rank  of  linners  are 
(if  not  fuperior)  at  leaft,  equal  to  the  antients 
in  luxury,  lafclvioufnefs  and  other  vices ;  our 
lower  clafs,  humble  imitators  of  their  fuperiors, 
added  to  flothfulnefs ;  and  the  middling  rank 
partakers  of  both.  And  I  beg  leave  to  add, 
that  notwithftanding  our  phyfical  knowledge  is 
in  fuch  glory,  it  is  yet  clogged  with  abfurdities 
equal  w4th  thofe  of  the  antients ;  to  which,  I 
T  2  humbly 
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humbly  conceive  it  is  owing,  that  though  this 
dire  malady  is  feldomer  in  its  former  afped:,  yet 
it  is  often  converted  into  others ;  though  not  fo 
horrid  to  the  fight,  yet  equally  as  fatal  to  the 
patient. 

If  we  ferioufly  examine  the  pox,  the  yaws, 
the  leprofy  and  elephantialis,  we  fhall  find  they 
are  different  kinds  of  the  fame  fpecies  of  malady; 
and  differ  only  according  to  the  habit,  climate, 
and  manner  of  contrad:ion. 

If  this  was  the  affliction  of  Job,  (as  undoubtedly 
it  was,  if  fuch  a  martyr  exifted)  and  particularly 
if  he  was  innocently  infecSed,  or  that  perhaps  the 
difeafe  was  bred  in  his  own  body,  eitherfrom  gtief, 
fudden  ihock  of  his  misfortunes,  and  the  fudden 
fall  from  his  profperity;  (if  I  maybe  allowed 
to  cite  natural  caufes)  he  was  heartily  to  be  pi- 
tied in  his  calamity ;  and  no  wonder  that  the 
agony  of  his  mind^  together  with  the  weaknefs 
of  his  intellects,  added  to  the  pain  of  his  bod]^, 
fhouid  tire  his  patience,  and  make  him  burlt  out 
in  an  exclamation  againft  his  exiftence.  But  to 
return  to  the  lues. 

If  the  patient  laboured  under  an  inveterate 
remaining  purulent  gleet,  at  the  commencement 
of  the  fymptoms,  of  the  approaching  pox,  that 
vj\\\  by  this  time  be  aggravated  in  a  moil  malig- 
nant and  phagedsenic  clap ;  added  to  Ihankers, 
phimofis  or  a  paraphimofis ;  together  with  porri, 
verrucas,  crife,  marifcas,  fici,  he.  which  excre- 
fccnces  will  be  flrewed  over  and  about  the  tegu- 
ment of  the  penis,  fcrotum,  perinasum,  groins,  and 
anus  in  man;  andvarioufly  within  the  pudendum 
of  women;  which  will  encreafe^  become  confluent, 
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•and  reduce  the  whole  pudendal  parts  into  a  flatc 
©f  a  putrid  and  phagedienic  ulceration. 

Buboes  will  alfo  arife;  become  hard,  fcirrhous, 
cancerous,  and  have  fillulous  communications 
with  phymata,  interfperfed  between  the  femorine 
mufcles,  and  communicate  the  ulceration  to  all 
the  neighbouring  parts. 

The  patient  now  intermits  anomoufly,  with 
(apparently)  a  variety  of  fevers ;  fometimes  he 
is  cold  and  fhi^fering ;  then  in  a  piercing  heat ; 
now  again,  a  full  and  heavy  pulfe,  with  a  pal- 
pitating throbbing  of  the  heart;  which  is  ex- 
changed with  an  irkfome,  flinging  and  colliquative 
fweat;  then  again,  a  feeble  tremor,  fmall  de- 
preffed  pulfe,  with  a  univerfal  w^eaknefs,  dimnefs 
of  fight,  fcotomia,  and  fyncope ;  till  ftruggling 
nature  retrieves  a  little,  and  roufed  by  the 
gnawing  virus,  llimulates  the  animal  fabric  to 
its  confufed  and  diltrefied  fundions,  till  the  va- 
rious forementioned  irregular  paroxyfms,  are 
anomioufly  repeated. 

The  crilis  is  now  at  hand.  A  continual  gnaw- 
ing pungent  pain  is  in  the  whole  head ;  the 
forehead,  the  eyes,  the  bridge  of  the  nofe,  the 
temples,  the  roof  of  the  mouth,  together  with  a 
grinding  pain  in  the  bony  part,  and  an  inflamma- 
tory burning  ardour  in  the  fofter  takes  place;  add 
to  this,  a  burning  dyfentery;,  ftranguary,or  ifchury, 
difficulty  of  fpeech,  fwaliowing,  and  refpiration* 
The  patient  in  this  deplorable  condition  expe- 
riences all  the  torments,  (added  to  that  which 
is  flill  greater,  a  guilty  confcience)  which  human 
ideas  mzv  conceive  to-be  the  lot  of  th«  damned. 

T  3  At 
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At  length  the  tumours,  nodes,  exollofes,  phy- 
mata,  gummata,  crack,  fplit,  and  break  open, 
into  malignant,  phagedenic,  and  a  confluent 
univerfal  ulceration.  The  cru%  fcab  of  the  ikuU 
burils  varioufly,  and  flows  with  foetid  pus  and 
ichor;  the  nofe  burfls  into  an  ulceration,  the 
cavities  become  filled  up  with  excrefcenes;  the 
eyes  are  clogged  up  with  matter,  and  fometimes 
one  or  both  in  an  open  ulceration  ;  the  ears  run 
with  a  mofl  ofFenlive  ichor ;  the  mouth  is  ulce- 
rated, the  roof  corroded,  and  opens  a  wide  cor- 
rode paiTage  into  the  nofe ;  the  throat  is  in  an  ex- 
ternal and  internal  ulceration;  the  teeth  drop 
out;  and  the  breath  becomes  infupportable  to 
the  patient,  and  all  about  him.  The  exoftofes 
ulcerate;  the  bones  become  carious,  brittle, 
rotten,  and  exfoliate,  with  a  fharp  phagedsenic, 
and  an  offenfive  ichoric  matter. 

Finally,  the  animal  fabric  becomes  one  con- 
tinued meer  mafs  of  {linking,  loathfome,  putrid, 
and  peililential  corruption.  If  the  malady  proves 
mortal ;  the  putrid  ulceration  continues ;  limb 
after  limb  mortifies  and  drops  off;  till  at  length 
the  vitals  are  attacked  and  corrupted;  the  putrid 
mingled  peflilential  carcafe  expires;  the  offenfive 
carrion  is  hurried  into  the  grave ;  and  nature  is 
relieved  from  the  obnoxious  flruggle. 
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PART       III. 

O    N 

A  Rational  and  True  Method  of  Cure 

O  F     T  H  E 

Venereal  Disease  in  General, 


HAVING  thus  in  the  preceding  parts  ex- 
amined into  the  true  iiate  of  the  various 
deftrudiive  degrees  of  the  venereal  difeafe  in  gene- 
ral, we  will  now  proceed  to  an  examination,  and 
an  impartial  inquiry  into  the  true  method  of  cure. 

It  is  not  enough  to  know,  that  fuch  and  fuch 
medicines,  are  remedies  for  fuch  and  fuch  dif- 
eafes ;  the  benefit  we  mufl  hope  from  their 
quality,  depends  entirely  on  the  knowledge  when 
to  apply  them,  the  conftitution  they  work  upon, 
and  their  quality,  ftrength,  and  operation  in  the 
animal  ceconomy :  Add  to  this  a  fuitable  re- 
gimen and  proper  diet :  For  without  fuch  pre- 
examination,  and  judicious  indication  of  cure, 
the  moil  falutairy  and  efFedtual  medicine,  muft 
be  liable  to  prove  an  additional  poifon  to  the 
difeafe  it  was  intended  to  remedy. 

On  this  plan  I  intend  to  purfue  this  medical 
part ;  founded  on  experience,  and  guided  by 
principles  of  candour. 

T4  CHAP. 


(     28o     ) 

G     H     A     p.       I. 

On  Conjlittitions  and  7'emperaments. 

ONE  of  the  greaseft  confiderations  concerning 
the  efficacy  of  medicines,  Ihould  be  the 
fubjedt  they  are  to  operate  upon.  For  the  more 
we  refledt  on  this  great  maxim,  Medicamentum 
non  agit  in  cadaver :  the  more  we  fhall  find,  that 
the  laws  of  motion,  quantity  of  matter,  or  the 
peculiar  form  of  the  particles  of  medicines  or 
aliments,  can  hare  the  leafl  fhare  towards  their 
operation  in  the  animal  oeconomy. 

Mathematics  and  chemiilry,  may  become 
highly  conducive  to  prepare  the  underftanding, 
in  forming  fome  rational  ideas  concerning  the 
animal  oeconomy;  but  they  muft  both  ftand 
neuter,  in  the  explanations  of  the  various  func- 
tions themfelves :  Though  undoubtedly  they 
contribute  their  ihare  together  with  the  various 
other  principles  of  every  kind  of  phasnomenon, 
and  a&ion  in  the  whole  chain  of  nature. 

That  mankind  differ  in  theit  confiitution  and 
temperament  is  evident  to  the  meanefl  capacity ; 
and  that  they  will  be  affedled  differently  from 
one  and  the  fame  caufe,  muil  be  equally  obvious. 
Since  this  obfervation  is  manifeil,  even  in  a  per- 
fect ilate  of  health,  it  follows,  that  it  mud  be 
an  ohjedt  of  the  moft  fcrious  conlideration  in  the 
ftatc  of  a  difcafe. 

3         Conftltutioa 
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Conftitution  and  temperament,  have,  for  the 
molt  part  one  and  the  fame  meanhig,  having 
much  the  fame  caufe  for  their  effects  :  Yet  the 
coriilitution  in  a  ftrider  fenfe,  confiders  the  pre- 
sent ftate  of  the  body  only,  whilil  temperament 
implies  a  natural  aptitude  and  difpofition  to  par- 
ticular effed:s ;  the  firft  becomes  more  univerfal, 
and  the  latter  more  particular. 

The  antients  divided  temperaments  into  four 
kinds,  viz.  phlegmatic,  fanguinic,  choleric, 
and  melancholic ;  and  afcribed  the  origin  of 
fuch  temperaments,  to  a  predominant  proportion 
of  certain  humours  in  the  fubjedt.  The  diilinc- 
tions  of  the  temperaments,  and  their  charadier- 
iftics  muft  flill  remain  in  fome  degree  true ; 
though  we  have  with  propriety  exploded  the  an- 
tient  dodirine,  concerning  their  origin ;  as  alfo 
their  ilridt  charadteriftics  in  this  lingular  exiflence 
in  a  ilate  of  health ;  for  thaj  fuch  temperaments 
depend  as  much  on  the  ftate  of  the  folids,  as 
on  the  fluids,  and  are  fo  varioufly  blended,  that 
every  fubjedt  fhares  of  them,  or  is  liable  to  the 
extreme  of  all  in  turn,  will  appear,  on  a  juft  en- 
quiry in  the  animal  oeconomy.  But  to  come 
gradually  to  the  point  aimed  at ;  let  us  firft 
examine  man  in  his  natural  courfe  of  health,  as 
defigned  by  nature  from  his  birth  to  the  grave  : 
When  we  fhall  find  the  various  temperaments 
vary,  with  the  different  itages ;  at  the  fame  time 
we  will  find,  if  they  remain  undifturUed  from  this 
natural  courfe,  that  fuch  temperaments  arc  con- 
ducive to  health. 

In  infancy,  (the  firft  period)  the  folids  are  re- 
markably lax,   and  fmall  in  proucrtion   to  the 
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great  quantity  of  fluids  contained  in  them;  by 
which  the  fibres  are  diflributed  from  coming  in 
clofer  contadt. 

In  youth,  as  the  acme  of  life  advances,  the 
body  becomes  more  in  due  proportion ;  the  fibres 
are  more  tenfe  and  irritable,  and  the  blood  of  a 
richer  confiflence.      Activity,    perception,  live- 
linefs,  pafTions,   and  good  humour,  become  gra- 
dually flronger,  and  more  and  more  interefling. 
Manhood  is  the  meridian  of  life  and  the  acme 
of  growth,    vigour,    courage,  Hrength,   pallions 
and  underflanding.    The  folids  are  tenfe,  inclined 
to  rigidity,  together  with  the  former  fliare  of  fen- 
libility ;  the  fluids  begin  to  change  from  a  rich- 
nefs  towards  a  ranknefs,  or  alkalefcent  acrimony. 
But  now  when  old  age  appears,  the  folids  be- 
come more  rigid  and  ftiff,    and  lole  gradually 
their  exquifite  fenfibility.     The  fluids,  not  only 
become  lefs,  but  alfo  lefs  humid,  and  the  cir- 
culation gradually  becomes  flow  and  languid. 

Thefe  are  the  natural  periodical  temperaments, 
and  in  health  muft  confequently  follow  :  accord- 
ing to  the  courfe  of  the  commencement,  increafe, 
height,  and  decline  of  life.  But  when  there  is  a 
peculiar  propenfity  for  the  increafe  of  one  kind  of 
humour,  more  than  another,  or  rather,  a  laxity, 
tenfenefs,  or  rigidity  of  fibres,  thefe  periodical 
temperaments,  will  incline  more  or  lefs,  propor- 
tionally from  the  periodical  fiage  of  life,  which 
the  prefent  conditution  is  in. 

A  phlegmatic  temperament  will  abound  with  a 
vifcidity  and  a  plcntitude  of  humours ;  the  fibres 
will  be  flaccid,  weak,  and  dilatable,  with  little 

fenfibility. 
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fenfibility,   irritability,  have  a  iluggilh  motion, 
and  the  circulation  languid  and  flow. 

The  fanguinic  temperament  has  the  laxity  of 
the  folids  with  the  former,  but  with  more  fenfibi- 
lity,  irritability,  and  confequently  more  activity ; 
a  redundancy  of  fluids,  and  of  a  rich  confidence. 
The  choleric  is  the  forementioned,  in  a  greater 
degree  of  irritability  and  fenfibility,  added  to  a 
tenfenefs  and  rigidity  of  the  folids ;  and  hence, 
the  blood  leflens,  and  becomes  rich  to  excefs. 

The  melancholic  temperament  has  the  tenfe- 
nefs and  rigidity  of  the  folids  flronger  than  the 
former,  but  with  lefs  irritability  and  fenfibility ; 
the  fluids  lefs  in  quantity,  thicker,  and  perhaps 
fliarper. 

From  hence  we  fee  that  there  is  a  wide  difl:inc- 
tion  with  refped:  to  temperaments  and  conftitu- 
tions,  which  fliould  ever  be  taken  notice  of.  For 
whilft  fliimulants  may  prove  beneficial  to  a  phleg- 
matic, in  order  to  excite  the  languid  circulation, 
it  would  prove  mortal  to  a  choleric  habit :  And 
hence  we  fee  the  reafon  why  purges,  efpecially 
if  draftic,  are  liable  to  produce  fo  very  different 
effe61:s  in  thefe  two  habits.    Whilfl:  it  may  be  fa- 
lutary,  to  fpur  on  the  animal  fundiion,  and  eva- 
cuate fuperfluous  humidity  in  a  phlegmatic  habit, 
it   will  excite  an  acute  fever,  promote  redun- 
dancy of  bile,  confequently  bring  on  a  bilious 
cholic,  diarrhoea,  &c.  in  the  choleric  and  rigid 
fibred  conflitution.     And  fo  likewife  with   the 
reft ;  the  fame  medicine  will  have  oppofite  ef- 
fects,   obnoxious  or  falutary,  according  to  the 
temperaments,  conftitution  or  habits,  they  are 
intended  to  work  upon. 

4  We 
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We  mufl  likewife  coniider  what  great  effeds 
the  climate^  regimen,  occupation,  emotions  of 
the  mind,  and  cuftom  is  capable  to  produce  in 
thole  particulars. 

When  we  examine  the  various  climates,  we 
muft  own  that  every  zone  charadlerizes  their  in- 
habitants, and  the  various  nations  living  in  them  ; 
not  only  in  peculiar  difeafes,  but  likewife  in  cuf- 
tom and  manners. 

In  regard  to  regimen  and  manner  of  living,  it 
IS  beyond  all  doubt,  that  gluttony  and  fcant  al- 
lowances or  indigence,  mult  produce  different 
effedts,  as  alfo  different  temperaments,  and  dif- 
ferent difeafes.  Our  occupation  likewife  muft 
fubjedt  us  to  many  good  or  evil  effedts,  which 
either  correfponding  with  the  natural  aptitude,  or 
adiing  in  oppofition  thereto,  muft  confequently 
be  of  great  force  in  the  animal  oeconomy. 

But  if  we  confider  the  emotions  of  the  mind, 
we  difcover  a  field  of  the  moft  extenfive  reflection 
indeed !  Soul  and  body  are  fo  abfolutely  de- 
pendant on  each  other,  that  the  effedt  of  the  one 
muft  be  the  effedt  of  the  other. 

Hitherto  we  have  examined  tlie  temperaments 
of  mankind  in  general,  but  if  we  confider  the  fe- 
parate  fexes,  we  Ihall  find  the  general  ftrudureof 
women  peculiarly  different  from  men.  Whilft 
men  were  defigned  by  nature  to  be  ftrong,  robuft, 
and  bold  ;  women,  on  the  contrary,  are  flexible, 
weak,  and  timorous;  man  therefore  inclines 
more  from  the  fanguinic  towards  the  choleric 
and  melancholic  temperament ;  and  women  from 
the  choleric  towards  the  languinic  and  phleg- 
matic, 

Befides, 


and  Temperaments.  28r; 

Befides  their  ftrudture,  independant  of  the 
organs  of  generation,  they  differ  from  ours  in 
many  refped:s ;  particularly,  in  the  make  of  the 
ikeleton ;  fo  that  it  can  only  be  faid,  their  make 
and  difpofitions  refemble  ours  ;  or,  as  a  jufl  com- 
pliment to  the  fex,  we  rather  refemble  them. 
Add  to  this,  there  is  fomething  very  original  in 
women,  which  ought  at  all  times  to  claim  par- 
ticular attention ;  namely,  their  periodical  men- 
ftrual  difcharge ;  as  we  have  conlidered  before. 

Thus  then  I  have  given  the  various  outlines  of 
the  conftitutions,  temperaments,  and  habits  in 
the  general  flate  of  mankind,  fuiiicient  to  point 
out  the  various  circumflances,  relating  to  diffe- 
rent fubjedis,  under  phyfical  operations. 

To  fum  up  the  whole  ;  It  appears,  that  a  pi- 
tuitoiis  blood,  together  with  a  ilaccidity  of  the 
folids,  is  fubjed:  to  a  dull  circulation  ;  and  is  de- 
fedtive  in  irritability  and  fenfibility  of  the  folids, 
and  confequently  alfo,  of  a  good  crafamentuni 
in  the  blood :  This  is  the  ffate  of  a  phlegmatic. 
In  the  fanguinic,  there  is  too  great  a  redundancy 
of  blood,  and  too  much  irritability  :  as  alfo  too 
little  tenfenefs  of  the  fibres.  In  the  choleric  too 
much  irritability  for  the  tenfenefs  of  the  fibres, 
and  too  rich  a  confidence  of  the  blood  for  the 
quantity  of  it.  In  the  melancholic,  the  blood 
is  too  little  and  too  fliarp,  the  folids' too  rigid, 
and  not  a  fufficiency  of  fenfibility. 

From  hence  we  may  form  a  proper  judgment, 
why  fuch  medicines  as  may  be  deemed  pro- 
per for  one,  will  be  pernicious  to  another,  and 
vice  verfa.     And  this   ought  to  be  ftrictly  at- 

tended 
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tended  to,  not  only  in  the  venereal  difeafe^  but 
every  ailment  incident  to  hunian  nature. 


CHAP.     IL 

On  Regimen  and  Diet, 

THE  next  article  worth,  or  highly  requiiite 
to  enquire  into,  is  the  regimen ;  the  molt 
elTential  means,  not  only  of  preferving  health, 
but  to  reilore  it  when  loft. 

Order  and  regularity  are  the  great  prefervers 
of  nature ;  and  whatever  is  obnoxious  to  that  fa- 
cred  law,  becomes  deitrud:ive  in  the  chain  of 
creation.  Cuflom  indeed  may  work  miracles,  and 
miake  what  is  mofl  obnoxious  to  become  habi- 
tually agreeable ;  but  ftill,  the  firit  onfet,  and 
the  breaking  of  it,  is  always  attended  with  pain. 
Cullom,  though  powerful,  is  limited ;  and  whilil 
we  learn  to  feed  upon  poifon,  we  may  expire  in 
the  experiment.  Thofe  who  hold  with  the  doc- 
trine, that  we  fhould  accuftom  our  conilitutions 
to  every  thing,  ftill  negled:  the  beft  of  cufloms, 
namely,  that  of  reflediing.  And  hence  they 
find,  that  all  their  wrong  chofen  cuflioms,  toge- 
gether  with  life,  become  foon  an  obnoxious  bur- 
then to  nature,  and  their  feeble  conftitution. 

Eating  and  drinking,  ileeping  and  waking, 
left  and  motion,  are  the  neceflary  external  agents 
for  fupporting  the  animal  ceconomy  :  each  muft 

be 
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be  in  a  due  proportion  to  maintain  tranquility 
and  health.  Moreover  it  is  reqiiifite  they  fhould 
■  have, their  ftated  periods:  And  fo  true  is  this 
that  whenever  fuch  habitual  periods  are  broken 
through,  we  find  our  frame  difordered.  Thefe 
rules  nature  points  out,  whilft  cuftom  eftablifhes 
them ;  and  the  nearer  they  are  to  the  didiates  of 
nature,  the  more  they  are  coniiftent  with  a  true 
choice. 

Temperance  is  the  fource  of  health  and  virtue  ; 
without  which   we  cannot  attain  true  happinefs! 
But  temperance  is  not  the  charadieriitic  of  my 
venereal   clients;    yet,    fince    I   have    interefted 
myfelf  in  their  cauie,  it  is  but  juft  to  admonifh 
them  firil  of  the  principal  objedt  towards  their 
prefervation ;  and  what  they  Hand  molt  in  need  of. 
Before  however  I  begin,  it  muft  be  obferved, 
that  by  temperance,  I   mean  not  a  rigorous  ab- 
ftinence  from  the  enjoyments  of  life ;  nor  can  I 
^  fee  the  propriety  of  condemning  a  patient  becaufe 
he    is    iick,    to  the  miferies   of  \vant,    ilavery, 
wretchednefs,  and  imprifonment  :  Let  a  perfon 
in  a  perfed  ftate  of  health  be  fuddenly  plunged 
from  a  wholefome  diet,  the  enjoyment  of  air,  and 
fociety,  into  a  clofe  confined  room,  there  to  feed 
upon  contaminated  air,  deprived  of  motion  the 
foundation  of  life,  and  a  total  change  in  diet ; 
and  let  us  fee,  whether  fuch  a  fall,  is  not  equally 
as  powerful  as  gluttony  and  debauchery,  to  ruin 
the  beft  conftitution  ?  Common  reafon  didates 
it,  and  experience  confirm.s  it. 

Temperance  is  the  medium  between  fuperfluity 
and  want;  the  extrem.e  of  either,  nature  abhors, 
and  mult  be  equally  pernicious  as  well  in  -a  ftate 

of 
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of  health  as  that  of  iicknefi.  My  opinion  there- 
fore is,  that  the  fame  rule  which  is  good  in  the 
one,  will  be  fo  in  the  other,  and  let  nature  point 
out  the  difference,  which  ought  to  be  made. 

Air  is  the  principal  element,  requifite  to  our 
exiilence  ;  and  what  neceffity  is  there  to  prove, 
that  our  health  depends  almoft  entirely  on  its 
purity  ?  The  ftate  of  health  pants  for  the  enjoy- 
ment of  it ;  why  fhould  patients  then  be  deprived 
of  it  ?  No,  ye  fick,  under  whatever  m.alady  ye 
are  afflidcd,  quaff  this  heavenly  fluid  in  its  ce- 
leftial  purity  1  I  am  fo  extravagant  in  this  par- 
ticular, that  I  would  rather  lay  in  the  open  air, 
rain,  hail,  fnow,  or  funlliine,  than  in  a  fmall, 
ciofe,  dark,  and  confined  bedchamber^  otherwife 
ever  fo  elegant. 

Light  is  alfo  requifite  to  the  growth  of  animals 
and  plants ;  a  plant  will  wither  and  decay,  if  de- 
prived of  light,  and  the  animal  oeconomy  can. 
not  fubfiH  long  without  it. 

Fire,  in  a  due  proportion,  not  only  becomes 
abfolute  food,  preferves  the  humours  in  their  pro- 
per liquidity,  and  the  folids  in  a  due  proportion 
of  fiaccidity  and  tenfenefs  in  the  animal  oeco- 
nomy; but  is  alfo  the  greatefl  generator,  circu- 
lator, and  purifier  of  the  air,  of  any  thing  we 
know. 

Hence  I  would  always  chufe  miy  bed-chamber 
(fick  or  well)  to  be  light,  lofty,  and  fomewhat 
fpacious ;  a  free  admittance  for  the  circulation  of 
air;  but  fo,  as  not  immediately  to  affedt  my  bed, 
or  perfon,  in  whatever  part  1  might  be.  An 
open  fire-place,  and  fire  in  proportion  to  the 
coldnefs,  dampnefi^,  and  condition  of  the  air; 

but 
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but  fire  always,  in  time  of  fickncfSj  in  whatever 
difeafe,  leafon,  or  climate*  My  bed  Ihould  be 
placed  fo,  as  neither  to  be  in  the  current  of 
the  door  with  the  fire-place,  nor  fubjedt  to  the 
dired:  rays  of  light*  No  warming-pan;  no  clofe 
fire-ftove ;  and  I  w^ould  rather  have  a  fow  with  a 
litter  of  pigs,  than  a  clofe-ftool  with  confined 
excrements  in  my  room,  to  breed  a  contagion ; 
but  if  I  needs  mufl  be  compelled  to  fuch  a  nu- 
fance,  then  it  Ihould  always  be  kept  clean  and 
fweet. 

Cleanlinefs  is  to  the  body,  what  virtue  is  to  the 
mind  •  and  whilft  water  could  be  had,  I  would 
Walh  and  bathe,  warm  or  cold,  as  nature  fhould 
did:ate/as  well  in  the  ftate  of  ficknefs  as  in  health. 
My  linen  I  would  fhift  as  often  w^hen  fick,  and 
if  my  difeafe  fhould  require  it,  even  oftner,  than 
in  my  ftate  of  health  ;  it  fhould  be  clean,  without 
ftarch,  well  aired  by, the  fire  and  cooled  again; 
but  of  nobody's  previous  wearing,  as  fome  have 
advifed;  for  I  have  no  notion  of  adding  any 
body's  filth  to  my  own. 

Sleeping  and  waking,  are  the  intermittent  reft 
and  motion,  ordained  by  nature,  to  give  an 
agreeable  relief  and  contraft  of  variety  in  the  ani- 
mal oeconomy ;  and  which  feems  to  be  propor- 
tioned according  to  the  ftages  of  life^  tempera- 
ment, feafon^  and  climate* 

As  balmy  fleep  refrefhes  our  body  and  mind, 
fo  motion  and  adivity,  the  voluntary  fundions 
and  occupations,  give  an  edge  to  life ;  each  is 
therefore  requifite  to  fupport  the  tranquility  and 
enjoyment  of  our  being ;  but  each  in  excefs,  or 
deficiency,  cither  diforders,  qx  deprives  the  human 
U'  mechaniim 
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mechanifm  of  its  order,  and  proves  deftrudtlve 
both  to  body  and  mind. 

This  fhould  be  attended  to,  both  in  health  and 
ficknefs ;  and  let  kind  nature  for  ever  be  the 
guide. — Exercife  your  body  and  mind  gently  till 
you  are  tired,  and  no  longer ;  fleep  till  you  are 
refrefhed,  but  no  longer;  when  the  bed  becomes 
irkfome,  get  up,  if  circumftances  permit;  and 
when  this  again  becomes  painful,  and  nature  calls 
for  reft,  follow  her  dictates,  regardlefs  of  the 
time  or  hour.  In  the  ftate  of  health,  cuftom 
rules ;  llie  aflumes  regulation,  and  will  be 
obeyed ;  but  when  licknefs  takes  the  helm,  cuf- 
tom muft  yield,  for  nature  here  will  not  be  con- 
trouled. 

Paffion  and  emotions  of  the  mind  fhould  ftu- 
dioufly  be  guarded  againft  at  all  times,  particu- 
larly in  ficknefs.  As  mildnefs  of  difpofition  and 
evennefs  of  temper  greatly  will  contribute  towards 
a  recovery,  fo  on  the  contrary,  difcontent,  fudden 
emotions,  but  above  all,  anger  and  an  habitual 
peeviihnefs,  will  oppofe  the  moft  falutary  means 
of  health;  being  fufficiently  powerful  themfelves, 
to  ruin  the  beft  conftitution.  Difcontent  dwells 
only  in  the  weak  mind,  and  proceeds  from 
a  habit  of  thinking  wrong  :  For  reafon  and  pru- 
dence will  ever  flrive  to  be  contented,  and  look 
forwards  for  future  bleflings ;  whilft  the  fool, 
regrets  only  ,wh at  is  paft,  without  drawing  leffons 
for  prefent  good.  Sudden  emotions  refult  alfo 
from  weaknefs,  which  may  eafily  be  leflened  by 
a  cuftom,  of  being  indifferent,  about  unforefeen 
eafualties,  and  in  endeavouring  to  preferve  a  pre- 
fence  of  mind. 

Our 
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Our  food  are  either  vegetable  or  animal ;  we 
'civilized  nations  however  have  introduced  a  third 
from  the  mineral  kingdom;  namely,  fait.  Vege- 
tables, are  fruits,  herbs,  roots  and  grain;  and  ani- 
mals are  of  every  kind.  If  we  coniider  plants  in 
general,  perhaps  they  w^ere  all  defigned  for  food, 
for  particular  animals;  for  our  food  however,  na- 
ture and  experience  teaches  us,  that  they  mufl  be 
agreeable  to  the  palate,  and  yield  a  facharine,  glu- 
tinous, and  oily  fubftance ;  either  in  their  recent 
flate,  or  incorporated  with  any  humidity.  Thofe 
however,  w^hich  are  to  the  contrary,  and  have  an 
auftere,  fharp,  bitter,  or  difagreeable  fmell  or  tafte, 
do  not  feem  to  be  appropriated  for  human  food, 
unlefs  deprived  of  fuch  acridity  either  by  nature 
or  art :  and  if  any  advantage  can  be  reaped  from 
them,  it  mufl  be  from  their  ftimulating  quality, 
on  w^hich  account  many  of  that  clafs  have  been 
introduced  into  culinary  ufes,  as  condiments. 

All  vegetable  fub fiances,  which  may  be  deemed 
nutritious,  contain  a  facharine  quality,  and  an 
oily  fubflance ;  which,  as  they  become  properly 
blended  and  modified,  have  a  more  or  lefs  ten- 
dency towards  acidity  or  alkalefcency ;  and  as 
they  become  more  or  lefs  proportioned  in  thofe 
qualities,  they  alfo  become  fuitable  to  the  texture 
and  nature  of  the  flomach;  m.ay  be  deemed  more 
or  lefs  nouriihing,  agreeable  and  beneficiaU  And 
hence  the  nutrition  they  yield,  depend  not  fo 
much  on  themfelves,  as  their  proper  quantity  af>d 
the  nature  of  the  flomach  they  work  upon. 

In  regard  to  fruits,  I  mufl  previoufly  make 
this  obfervation,  that  the  produdion  of  each  cli- 
mate, is  befl  adapted  to  its  own  inhabitants : 
U  2,  ana 
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and  to  whatever  degree  art  has  arrived,  or  may 
arrive,  in  imitating  exotics,  it  will  never  be  equ^l 
to  nature  in  this  refped:.  To  judge  properly  of 
that  moil:  delicious,  and  moil  grateful  of  all 
fruits,  the  ananas,  it  m.ufl  be  cut  from  the  ground, 
and  eat  on  the  fpot  in  the  Weft-Indies,  its  native 
foil.  I  remem-ber,  (and  perhaps  ever  fhall)  with 
an  idea  of  the  moft  exquifite  delight  of  tafte,  the 
firft  time  of  fuch  a  repaft ;  to  which  I  was  led  by 
kind  nature,  and  believe  that  by  this  I  was  faved 
from  the  jaws  of  death  ;  labouring  then  under  a 
malignant  bilious  fever. 

Fruits,  herbs,  roots  and  grain,  in  proportion 
as  they  are  facharine  and  oleous,  becomiC  more 
or  lefs  nourifhing.  Their  affimilation  is  prin- 
cipally effected  by  the  vegetable  acid  they  con- 
tain, actuated  on  a  principle  of  fermentation ;  by 
which  they  are  converted  into  animal  fubftance 
by  chylifa'dion.  The  nutrition  they  yield  is  mild,* 
lefs  acrimonious,  but  more  languid  than  animal 
food,  and  therefore  fuits  befl  in  acute  difeafes. 

Let  us  now  confider  animal  food ;  wherein 
they  have  the  advantages  and  difadvantages  from 
the  vegetable.  Whilft  vegetables  have  in  therr 
nature  an  acidity,  on  which  principle  their  ope- 
ration of  change  chiefly  depends  ;  likewife  their 
folubility  on  the  various  modification  of  fermen- 
tation is  rendered  more  or  lefs  nutritious,  and 
thus  by  llimulation  converted  into  animal  fub- 
ftanccs;  the  animal  food  ad:s  from  a  principle  of 
alkalefcency ;  and  its  folubility  is  adiuated  by 
changes  tending  towards  putrefa(ffion.  On  this 
very  account  they  yield  more  nouriihment,  and 
give  more  llrength  and  vigour  than  vegetables- : 

But 
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But  for  the  very  fame  rcafon  too,  they  are  more 
liable  to  create  acrimony,  breed  difeafes,  inflame 
die  blood,  and  affifl  to  difpofe  the  habit  to  bile 
and  putrefcency. 

Tame  cattle  are  chiefly  our  choice  for  food, 
and  particularly  the  ruminating  tribe.  Our  beef 
and  mutton  is  perhaps  the  fineft  in  the  world ; 
the  ox  feeds  bell  in  low  ground,  and  on  fucculent 
plants,  whilft  fheep  thrive  beft  on  high  land  ; 
both  which  are  molt  happily  blended  in  this 
kingdom.  Our  game  is  alfo  inferior  to  none  in 
the  world.  But  amongfl  the  reft  of  the  efculent 
pecora,  the  filthy  hog  is  introduced  as  food  for 
our  table;  which,  indeed,  is  all  that  the  bcail 
is  good  for.  Though  this  animal  may  fult  many 
conveniencles,  yield  great  nourifliment,  and  pleafe 
the  palate,  yet  its  fiefli  is  as  alkalefcent,  and  as 
fubjedi:  to  create  difeafes,  as  any  carnivorous  ani- 
mal whatever :  in  which  clafs  it  may  juftly  be 
reckoned,  more  than  in  the  graniverous  kind. 

Meat,  as  it  inclines  from  a  ftate  of  rawnefs  to 
the  various  preparations  in  cookery,  lofes  in  pro- 
portion its  folubility  and  nutriment :  inibmuch, 
that  raw  meat  is  eaiieft  digefted,  and  yields  mofh 
hourifhment.  But  on  the  other  hand  again  ;  it 
requires  more  exercife,  to  promote  a  proper 
perfpirability  in  the  animal  lyftem  to  difcharge 
the  fuperfluous  alkalefcency,  in  order  to  preferve 
the  fabric  from  its  acrimony  :  Whilft  boiled  or 
roafted  meat,  though  lefs  nourifliing,  and  not 
fo  eafily  digefted,  has  lefs  alkalefcency,  and  ap- 
titude to  putrefcency ;  and  therefore  not  fo  in- 
flammatory. 

U3  Meat 
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Medt,  kept  fonie  time;,  is  likewife  better  fof 
digefiion  than  frelh  killed  :  But  take  care.  Epi- 
cures, left  you  prepare  your  food  to  become  as 
pernicious  as  your  own  poifonous  excrement ! 
In  nature  there  is  no  ftand.  From  the  moment 
the  animal  ceafes  to  live,  putrefaction  takes 
place ;  and  though  frefh  meat  is  longer  in  the 
ftomach  than  ftale,  yet  its  juice  is  fweeter  ;  and 
nature  defigned  the  great  guts  for  particles  of  pu- 
trefadiion;  but  neither  the  ftomach,  nor  the 
ladieal  velfels.  As  I  would  wiih  to  enjoy 
health,  frefh  meat  fhall  always  be  my  choicco 
This  is  exad:  to  the  didates  of  nature,  to  which 
tainted  meat  and  ftinking  fiih  is  equally  noxious. 
Yet  according  to  the  climiate  and  feafon,  with 
moderaiion,  and  fom^e  conftitutions,  a  ftalenefs 
may  be  chofen,  but  never  fo  far  as  to  become 
fenfible  to  the  nofe. 

Roaft  meat  is  preferable,  in  regard  to  nutrition, 
to  boiled  ;  becaufe  in  the  firft  the  gravy  is  more 
concentrated,  whilft  the  juices  are  m.ore  apt  to 
be  cxtradied  in  the  latter.  In  both,  however^ 
there  ought  to  be  a  medium  obferved;  and  this 
medium,  fuited  according  to  the  conftitution, 
climate  and  feafon. 

Young  meat  is  moft  gelatinous  and  tender; 
middle  aged,  moft  rich  and  fucculent ;  and  old, 
more  tough  and  rank.  If  )^oung  meat  is  more 
tender,  it  wants  mere  fpirit  to  digeft  it;  and 
what  the  old  meat  has  in  toughnefs,  is  made  up 
in  ranknefs  to  make  it  fuitable  for  digeftion. 
Thefe  are  the  reafons  why  experience  contradid:s 
the  fuppofition,  that  young  meat  is  eafier  di- 
geftcd  than  old  and  tough  ;  and  hence  we  fee 

clearly. 


Of  Regimen  and  Diet:  295 

clearly,  why  veal  and  lamb  will  become  burden- 
fome  to  many  ftomachs,  whilft  roaft  beef  and 
plumb-pudding,  or  a  boiled  leg  of  mutton  and 
turnips,  the  beft  and  propereft  diihes  in  the  whole 
univerfe,  will  agree  with  all  mankind  in  general, 
in  a  jftate  of  health ;  and  even  exhibit  the  beft 
medicine  in  fome  difeafes.  But  fo  much  may 
yet  befaid  on  this  head,  that  the  age  of  t/he  ani- 
mal which  is  deiigned  for  food,  fuits  beft  the  di- 
geftion  cf  thofe,  at  -the  fame  proportioned  period 
of  life  :    And  this,  is  confirmed  by  experience. 

Having  thus  briefly  given  my  opinion  on  the 
various  foods  common  to  our  table,  I  will  cor- 
cifely  confider  drink.  Pure  frefti  water  is  the 
fimpleft,  and  undoubtedly  the  beft;  and  the 
greateft  promoter  of  folubility ;  iince  it  eaiily 
enters  into  the  fubftance  of  the  aliment,  inter- 
mixes, and  has  no  antifeptic  quality;  but  at  the 
fame  time,  whilft  it  is  void  of  a  ftimulus,  little 
only  is  required  to  digeftion,  as  a  fuperftuity 
•w'ould  be  apt  to  la^;  the  tone  of  the  nutritious 
or2:ans. 

All  fermented  liquors  have  their  accefcent  and 
facharine  quality  rarefied,  and  the  fubtile  eften- 
tiai  oil  heightened  into  an  alcohol ;  hence  they 
become  not  only  partakers  of  an  acidity  and 
fv\^eetnefs,  which  are  intimately  and  agreeably 
intermixed  within  themfelves,  but  acquire  a  brifk, 
poignant,  ftimulating  and  warming  quality  to  the 
palate,  ftomach,  and  bowels.  From  which  qua- 
lities they  are  highly  nourifning,  -  and  from  the 
alcohol  heating  to  the  fyftem.  Thefe  are  the 
general  efFe(51:s,  more  or  lefs,    of  wine,    cyder, 

ale. 
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ale,  beer,  mead,  &c.  The  difference  of  their 
quality  is  principally  in  their  feparate  and  diffe- 
rent preparations.  I  fhall  not  enter  here  on  an 
enquiry  which  are  the  belt  wines ;  it  would  be 
equally  abfurd  to  prefcribe  the  quantity ;  all 
are  beneficial,  ufed  with  moderation,  but  a  poifon 
in  excefs. 

A  glafs  of  generous  wine,  nobody  in  his 
fenfes  can  objedl  to;  as  thereby  the  animal  fa- 
culties are  enlivened,  and  the  functions  llrength- 
eued ;  in  this  however,  I  conditionally  agree  with 
the  celebrated  writer  of  the  Sped:ator;  "  The  firfl 
glafs  for  myfelf,  the  fecond  for  my  friend,  the 
third  for  good  humour,  but  the  fourth  for  my 


enemies.  **- 


In  regard  to  fpirituous  liquors,  they  are  down^ 
right  pernicious,  taken  by  themfelves ;  and  the 
more  fo,  as  they  are  more  or  lefs  flrong,  and  in^ 
flammable  :  Since  they  may  jullly  be  deemed 
a  highly  redlified  aetherial  oil,  of  the  plant  from 
whence  they  are  produced.  Hence  they  become 
a  reiinous,  powerful  antifceptic,  infoluble,  and 
infiammatory  fpirit  to  the  animal  fyltem.  When 
however  previoufly  diluted,  fo  as  to  have  its 
oleous  Simulating  particles  thoroughly  blended, 
it  is  fubjed:  to  a  new  aiTim.ilation,  and  will  yield 
nourilhment. 

It  remains  now  to  be  conlidered,  whether  cold 
or  hot  diet  is  the  wholefomeft  :  In  the  firil  place, 
hot  vidiuals  are  noxious  to  the  brute  creation  by 
nature;  a  hot  bit  of  meat  is  as  agreeable  to  the 
cat  as  if  it  was  feafoned  with  muflard ;  and  hogs 
are  apt  to  be  poifoned  by  hot  victuals,  at  tlic 
firil  experiment'.    But  cuftom^  bv  repeated  trials. 

Will 
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will  gradually  reconcile  their  ftomachs,  and  even 
make  them  fond  of  it,  as  well  as  the  human 
Ipecies.  For  ciiilom  will  work  wonders  :  A  dyer 
will  with  impunity  put  his  hand  into  a  boiling 
kettle;  the  glafs  blower,  the  anchor-fmith  and 
founder,  feem  almoil  fire-proof  to  aftoniflimcnt ; 
and  I  have  feen  a  man  drink  fcalding  water 
without  a  wry  face.  Certain  it  is,  that  by  warm 
aliments,  whether  eating  or  drinking,  we  pro- 
mote digellion,  chylifadion,  circulation,  and 
what  is  highly  beneficial  to  the  anim.al  occonomy, 
perfpiration.  Thus,  as  a  fpur  to  the  animal 
fun&on,  it  may  fupply  the  place  of  condiment, 
and  have  its  many  great  and  beneficial  advan- 
tages. But  this  does  not  prove  it  beneficial  al- 
ways ;  for  to  infifl  on  having  every  thing  warm, 
when  the  fyftem  glows  with  heat  in  a  fever,  is 
exactly  adding  fuel  to  fire,  and  contradidlis  both 
reafon  and  nature.  It  muft  alfo  be  obferved, 
that  hot  diet  greatly  relaxes  the  tone  of  the  wdiole 
fyftem ;  and  though  it  may  ailiil:  towards  obefity, 
and  promotes  perfpirability,  yet  it  oppofes  ro^ 
buftnefs  and  vigour. 

Here  then  I  fhall  conclude,  Jmd  only  beg 
leave  to  cbferve,  that,  a  regim.en,  in  order 
to  preferve  health,  miuit  be  guided  by  tempe- 
rance, the  voice  of  nature  and  the  bans  of  hu-^ 
m-an  felicity ;  and,  a  regimen  required  in  a  ftate 
of  iicknefs,  muft  confequently  be  founded  on 
the>fame  principle. 

Wholelbmencfs  of  food  confifts  not  fo  much 
in  the  nature  of  the  food  itfeif  as  the  proportion 
of  its  quantitv,  and  the  fubjedl  it  works  upon, 
or  the  ftomach  that  digefts  it;  for  it  is  fuihcientlj 

experienced. 
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experienced,  that  whatever  aliment,  whether  ve- 
getable or  animal,  whether  raw,  roafl,  or  boiled, 
&c.  if  taken  according  to  the  inclination  of  the 
ftomach,  or  is  proportioned  to  its  Hrength,  will 
produce  equally  good  ch)de  and  nourilhment. 
But  there  is  nothing  more  obnoxious  to  the  ani- 
mal oeconomy  than  fuperfluity.  Gluttony  breeds 
confufion  and  difeafes,  and  poifons  the  befl  con- 
llitution.  Gluttony,  in  a  Hate  of  health,  is  the 
overloading  the  ftomach ;  and  to  eat  againll  ap- 
petite and  inclination,  in  a  ilate  of  iicknefs,  where 
is  the  difference  with  the  former  ?  Are  not  the 
confequences  the  fame,  added  to  the  firll  difeafe? 
In  fad:,  there  is  not  a  m.ore  dangerous  rock  for  a 
patient  to  fplit  upon. 

Therefore  let  temperance  be  your  guide  in 
health;  let  temperance  be  your  guide  in  ficknefs. 
Eat  and  drink  what  fuits  your  appetite  and  in- 
clination ;  but  take  heed  not  to  pall  its  relilh. 
Finally,  follow  the  dictates  of  nature  and  con- 
fcience,  in  all  your  purfuits ;  which  ever  wdli 
point  out  to  you  the  true  road  that  leads  to  health 
and  felicity. 


CHAP, 
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CHAP.     III. 

0?i  Medicmal  htdications. 

IN  our  a?tllogical  cnqiinT  of  the  venereal  dlf« 
ea-fe,  we  have  leen  the  dellruilive  branches 
of  this  malady  fpreading  themfelves  into  the 
whole  body  of  pr^thology ;  hence  it  is  evident, 
that  in  order  to  perform  a  radical  cure^  it  re- 
quires the  aid  of  all  the  \'^rious  indications,  and 
the  efficacy  of  the  whole  Materia  Medica.  But 
when  we  duly  conlider  fiach  indications,  and 
make  an  impartial  examination  into  medicines  in 
general,  we  ihail  ^.n6.  fuch  egregious  abfardities 
introduced  into  this  noble  art,  proceeding  from 
the  ignorance  of  the  mechanical  caufes  of 
difeafes,  that  we  muil  bluili  at  our  weaknefs  in 
havinp-  been  fo  long-  miflaken  in  the  real   effed:s 

■     ^  o  o 

of-  ailments  as  well  as  their  remedies. 

My  buiinefs  here  is  nor  to  point  out  all  the 
dangerous  errors  of  phyiic,  that  offer  to  my  view 
in  that  light,  and  muil  ftand  condeminedby  reafon 
and  experience  ;*3^et  whilfl  my  fubjed:  is  of  fo  ex- 
teniive  a  n?iture,  I  will  endeavour  to  remove  fuch 
iiumbling  blocks  as  ohfcrudimiy  paiiage,  without 
reproach  to  their  authors,  or  fear  of  the  difplea- 
fijre  of  fuch  as  are  guided  by  prejudice.  How 
ungratefully  foever  this  office  may  be  received  by 
fome,  yet  I  am  fure  of  meeting  with  approba- 
tion from  ethers  of  fuperior  principles ;  but  my 

greateft 
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greateft  reward  is  felf-approbation,  in  acting  as 
a  faithful  member  of  fociety. 

When  ph)^fic  was  moft  m3'fl:erion,s  and  obfciire, 
it  was  loaded  alfo  with  mioft  abfurditics ;  and 
the  mofl  ridiculous  notions  that  ever  could 
enter  into  the  brains  of  a  m-ad-rnan^  were  fo- 
phiilically  taught  at  fchools^  in  order  to  ac- 
count for  maladies,  in  a  manner  myfterious  and 
intricate ;  for  natural  caufes  were  too  vulgar  to 
be  adopted.  The  planets  and  heavenly  motions 
%vere  not  only  brought  to  their  aid ;  but  v/ itches, 
and  even  the  devil  himfelf  fom.etimes  was  fup- 
pofed  to  have  a  hand  in  it.  It  is  natural  to  fup- 
pofe  that  their  indications  and  the  virtues  afcribed 
to  medicines  were  equally  ridiculous.  Peculiar 
veins  were  opened  for  peculiar  diforders ;  and 
medicines  received  their  commiilion  to  march 
either  to  the  head,  the  heart,  liver,  lights,  or 
to  fome  other  parts,  to  do  their  oflices,  according 
to  their  conjectured  qualities.  Hence  proceeded 
a  fwarm  of  unmeaning  terms,  as  cephalica,  he- 
patica,  antimagica,  &c.  which  ferved  only  to 
obfcure.the  road  to  truth,  to  puzzle  the  under- 
ilanding,  and  miilead  the  judgment.  How^  far 
thofe  unmeaning  terms  have  been  aboliihed,  and 
how  m.any  yet  remain,  I  leave  writers  and  readers 
of  the  Matcrica  Medica  to  judge,  and  determine 
their  propriety. 

My  indications  here  are  antivenereal ;  which 
muit  confequently  be  as  extenfive  as  the  various 
branches  of  the  venereal  difeafe.  But  whilfl  the 
venereal  virus  is.  an  introduced  acrimony,  pro- 
duftivc  of  evils   which  other  acrimony,  though 

diflercntly 
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differently  generated,  may  alfo  occalion  ;  it  mufl 
te  an  abfurd  notion  to  fuppofe  that  antivcncrcal 
medicines  are  confined  to  the  lues  only ;  or  that 
the  lues  is  exempt  from  receiving  benefit  from 
fuch  medicines  nominated  for  other  indications; 
common  fenfc  muft  did:ate  the  contrary,  and  ex- 
perience confirms  it. 

I  fhall  not  fay  more  on  the  various  impro- 
prieties which  have  ever  been  a  veil  to  the  beau- 
ties of  phyfical  truth,  but  purfue  my  plan,  hf 
which  I  hope  to  lay  a  folid  foundation  to  a 
fafe  and  lafting  cure.;  not  only  of  this  dire  ma- 
lady, but  fuch  as  are  fimilar  in  their  efied:s_, 
thou2;h  materiallv  different  as  to  their  caufes. 

To  begin  then,  I  will  firil  examine  the  prin- 
cipal indications  in  phyfic,  fuch  as  have  a  real 
exiilence,  and  a  true  medicinal  operation  for 
their  foundation:  And  in  defcribing  their  proper 
and  improper  effedis  in  the  animal  ceconomyv 
I  fhall  point  out  the  mofl:  effectual  methods,  and 
the  beft  medicines  endued  with  fuch  virtues;  as 
are  confirmed  by  experience  and  authentic  ob- 
fervatlons. 

In  the  firff  place,  we  muff  effabliffi  it  as  a 
maxim,  that  difeafes  and  their  oppofite  remedies, 
adt  on  the  folids  as  w^ell  as  on  the  fluids.  This 
I  have  ip.entioned  before,  and  cannot  fee  w^hat 
feafible  objedtion  can  be  made  to  this  propofition, 
as  it  is  fufficiently  proved  by  experience;  which 
we  fliall  farther  iilufi:rate.  Secondly,,  medicines 
'  either  adt  as  ffimulants  or  fedatives;  that  is^ 
they  either  increafe  the  irritability  in  the  fyilem, 
or  elfe  leffen  it.  Thirdly,  medicines  either  pro* 
duce  acrimony  or  deftroy  it.    Fourthly,  they  are 

either 
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either  attenuating  or  infpiiTating.      And  laj[il5^_,' 
they  either  increale  or  diminifh  the  iyilem. 

Thefe  are.  the  principles  of  all  the  indications 
of  medicine;  and  which,,  on  a  proper  examination, 
we  lliall  find  to  be  the  baiis  of  the  various  opera- 
tions. Hence  we  find,  that  fuch  medicines  as 
are  mofh  powerful  to  produce  fuch  efFedis,  mufi: 
confequently  be  falutary  or  injurious  to  the  fyf- 
tem,  according  to  their  proper  or  improper  ap- 
plication.    Let  us  now  proceed  to  particulars. 


Of    EMETICS. 

V Omitting  is  a  convulfive  evacuation  of  the 
contents  of  the  ftomach  by  the  mouth; 
occafioned  by  a  ilimulus  of  its  nerves,  either  from 
noxious  particles  contained  in  the  ilomach,  or 
from  a  fymptomatical  irritability  of  the  nervous 
communication  of  other  fufFering  parts;  and  con- 
tinues this  evacuation  as  long  as  fuch  irritation 
ftimulates  the  nerVes  in  the  ftomach. 

There  is  perhaps  not  a  more  tender  organ  in 
the  human  body,  and  which  has  fo  univerfal  a 
connexion  in  the  animal  fyfi:em  as  the  fiiomach. 
It  is  fubjed:  to  draw  a  fympathetic  fenfation  from 
the  remotefl  part  of  the  body,  and  vice  verfa* 
When  the  ftomach  is  affeded,  there  is  not  a  part 
of  the  whole  body,  but  what  becomes  intereiled, 
and  ihares  the  fenfation  of  its  agony. 

Medicines  afford  us  many  kind  of  emetics; 
but  of  all,  the  ipecacoanha  is  the  fafeft,  fimpleil, 
and  befl;  which,  as  a  vegetable  fubilance,  ex- 
tends not  fo  far  as  the  fecond  paffage ;  and  not 
I  apt 
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a{)t  to  velHcate  the  nerves  in  the  (lomach  beyond 
the  time  of  the  operation.  The  dofe  fhould  be 
regulated  according  to  the  conilitution  from  ten 
to  twenty  grains  * ;  and  I  hold  the  fubflance  in 
powder.prepared  in  a  draught,  with  fome  pure 
water  and  balfamic  fyrup,  or  made  up  in  any 
other  form,  to  be  the  beft  vomit  of  any.  The 
emetic  tartar  -f-,  and  the  antimonial  wine  §,  I 
have  an  objection  to  as  an  emetic,  particularly 
in  delicate  and  fenfitive  conftitutions,  as  they  are 
apt  to  iniinuate  themfelves  into  the  nervous  coat 
of  the  flomach,  and  continue  their  emetic  quality 
to  too  great  an  excefs.  Yet  they  have  their  ufes 
as  emetics  in  robufl  and  iluggifh  habits;  but  as 
diaphoretics  in  very  fmall  dofes,  in  fevers,  they 
often  prove  very  fuccefsful. 

But  more  pertinent  to  our  fubjed:  is  the  tur- 
peth  mineral,  generally  ufed  in  venereal  cafes. 
This  medicine,  if  applied  with  great  caution -and 
circumfpedtion,  and  truly  prepared,  m.ay  have 
its  good  effedts ;  which  is  chiefly  owing  to  the 
forcing  the  mercury  into  the  mafs  of  blood.  But 
as  it  has  often  very  fuddenly  brought  on  faliva- 
tion,  together  with  an  emaciated  ftomach,  I 
difapprove   of    it   entirely,    particularly   as    an 

*  Not  long  fince  it  became  fafliionable  to  believe,  that 
one  grain  of  ipecacoanha  would  be  as  eiFedlual  as  twenty  : 
this  was  harrangiied  on  with  much  eloquence,  and  taken  for 
granted  by  thofe,  who  confulted  the  fafliion  more  than 
-judgment;  but  fuch  philofophy  could  not  fubfift  long,  as 
having  nothing  but  fophillry  for  its  foundation. 

f  The  dofe  of  emetic  tartar  is  four  grains,  and  Ihould 
previoufly  be  diflblved  in  fome  warm  water. 

§  An  ounce  of  the  antimonial  wine  is  a  dofe.  It  is  a  neat, 
but  a  precariqus  emetic, 

emetic'; 
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emetic ;  iince  we  have  more  effectual  methods 
than  to  have  recourfe  to  fuch  a  poifonous  me- 
dichie. 

A  vomit  IS  befl  taken  in  the  evening ;  and  the 
operation  iliould  be  alliiled  with  drinking  co- 
pious draughts  of  warm  water,  after  every  eva- 
cuation :  oil  or  butter,  mixed  in  the  water^  (as 
is  cuflomary  with  fome)  may  indeed  increafe  the 
operation,  but  from  the  nature  of  the  thing,  it 
muft  be  hurtful  to  the  flomach  itfelf.  But  in- 
Head  of  all  the  various  cullomary  drinks,  bare- 
ivarm  water,  or  Iherbert  is  the  beil ;  if  there  is 
a  redundancy  of  bile,  flierbert  is  proper ;  but  that 
fnould  be  weak.  The  draughts  Ihould  be  in- 
creafed  and  decreafed  in  proportion  to  the  begin- 
ning, height,  and  end  of  the  operation;  four, 
live,  or  fix  evacuations  are  fufficient ;  and  par- 
ticular care  Ihould  be  taken  to  avoid  catching 
cold;  for  which  reafon  I  lliould  (if  circumilances 
do  not  prevent  it)  prefer  the  bed,  properly  pre- 
pared. 

After  the  operation,  reft  is  proper ;  and,  if  it 
IS  requilite,  an  analeptic  may  be  given ;  but  no 
anodyne,  unlefs  the  greateft  neceflity  requires  it. 
A  glafs  of  generous  wine,  or  good  rum  punch, 
accompanied  with  a  little  pepper-mint  water, 
(the  beft  of  all  the  califacients)  may  be  admini- 
ftered  with  fuccefs.  No  flops  of  any  kind ;  watcr- 
gruel,  fago,  falop,  &:c.  &c.  they  ferve  only  to 
ruin  the  ftomach  again.  If  the  appetite  craves, 
a  little  cruft  of  bread,  or  dry  toall  exceeds 
them  all ;  which  will  recover  the  tone,  and  pre- 
pare the  ftomach  for  its  future  functions.  And 
it  iliould  be  religiouily  obferved,  that  the  firft 

meals 
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rheals  after  emetical  evacuations^  fliould  incline 
rather  to  be  fparing  and  temperate^  and  propor- 
tioned to  the  ilirength  of  the  itomach* 

To  conclude,  vomitting  is  one  of  the  mofl 
jpowerful  operations  in  phyfic,  but  ought  to  be 
chofen  with  great  judgment  and  circumfpedtion* 
In  venereal  cafes  it  has  alfo  its  benefit ;  but  is  in 
general  very  feldom  required.  When  however 
it  is  requifite  to  call  in  its  aid,  it  lh.all  be  men^ 
tioned  as  I  proceed,  in  the  following  chapters* 
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Purging  is  a  fucceffive  evacuation  by  flool  | 
occafioned  by  an  increafed  periftaltic  motion 
of  the  inteftines.  This  (limulus  m.ay  be  produced 
Varioufly ;  either  from  a  bad  digeflion  of  ali-- 
ment,  or  an  attradiion  of  morbific  matter  in  the 
inteflines ;  but  our  enquiry  is  here  the  effe(5t  of 
medicines. 

Purging  produced  by  ^rt  is  generally  divided 
into  three  different  kinds ;  the  gentle,  the  mo- 
derate, and  violent.  The  antients  had  a  notion 
that  they  could  purge  away  every  thing  obnox^ 
lous  ;  they  fucceeded  fo  well,  that  the  life  of  the 
patient  frequently  w^ent  in  the  laft  flool ;  and  I 
am  afraid  purges  are  thought  too  much  of  yet  by 
the  modern  praditioners,  for  the  Vv^elfare  of 
patients^ 

That  purging  drains  the  humours,  is  beyond 

all  difpute;    but  when'  we  confider  that  fuch 

draining  is  from  the  w^hole  mais  promifcuoufly, 

we  cannot,  with  juft  reaibn^  maintain  the  notion, 

X  that 
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that  it  fhould  afFedt  particular  humours.  The 
dodirine  of  cleaniing  the  body  by  purging  has 
a  very  rotten  foundation;  it  has  been  the  ruin  of 
many  patients ;  and  is  yet  one  of  the  greatefl 
Humbling  blocks  to  phyfical  indications  :  For, 
when  we  coniider  the  intimate  combination  of 
the  folids  with  the  iluids,  and  that  both  fhare  in 
the  attack  of  a  virus  or  morbific  matter,  we  fee 
at  once  the  impropriety  of  that  fcheme  ;  except 
indeed,  that  by  the  irritation  of  the  inteflines,  the 
means  by  which  purges  a(9:,  a  revullion  may  be 
brought  about,  and  the  grievance  thus  perchance 
be  carried  off.  But  this  is  owing  more  to  lucky 
chance  than  good  conduct. 

If  purging  could  cleanfe  the  body  from  acri- 
mony, no  time  would  be  fo  proper  to  put  it  in 
execution  as  in  the  rheumatifm  and  the  gout; 
which  however  is  now  from  fad  experience  well 
known  to  every  pradiitioner,  to  be  improper. 
But  why  is  it  fo,  and  from  what  caufe  ?  If  the 
acrimony  is  conveyed  by  the  fluids,  why  is 
purging  more  improper  in  thofe  cafes  than  in  the 
itch,  or  other  chronical  diftempers,  where  purg- 
ing is  adminiilered  with  impunity  ?  If  the  fluids 
contained  and  were  the  conveyers  of  the  virus, 
or  other  acrimonies,  unexceptionably,  (as  has 
been  erroneoully  eilablifhed  as  a  principle  of 
phyfic)  I  apprehend  there  could  be.  no  better 
means,  to  recover  a  patient  in  every  ailment, 
than  bleeding  and  purging;  and  Dr.  Lafl's 
maxime  of  driving  out  the  ene7ny  at  both  doors, 
would  undoubtedly  be  the  beil.  But  reafon  mufl 
didtate,  and  experience  proves  the  contrary.  For 
not  only  purging  by  its  irritation  weakens  greatly 

the 
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rhe  abdominal  vifcera  in  general,  but  Impo- 
veriilies  the  blood,  and  renders  the  ftamina  of 
the  folids  which  are  opprelTed  with  acrimony  too 
feeble  to  expel  the  noxious  flimulus.  Add  to 
this,  that  inftead  of  draining  the  fluids,  it  fre- 
quently caufes  an  abforption  of  the  acrimony  into 
the  whole  mafs ;  and  how  often  do  we  not  fee 
bilious  diarrhceaSj  malignant  fevers,  &c.  brought 
on  with  purging  in  common  cafes  ;  and  the  pox 
fometimes  produced  from  a  fimple  clap,  by  what 
is  called  a  good  dofe  of  phyiic  ? 

I  would  not  be  underftood  by  this  to  condemn 
purges  intirely,  far  from  it ;  in  grofs  and  leuco- 
phlegmatic  habits  and  chronic  diilempers  they 
are  of  lingular  fervice,  and  frequently  very  be- 
neficial to  women  and  children,  being  very  power- 
ful as  anthelmenticks.  But  in  hot,  choleric, 
and  acrimonious  habits,  I  do  not  know  a  pradlice 
more  baneful  than  purging,  except  where  mer- 
cury accompanies  it;  for  m^ercury  may  indeed 
prevent  mifchief  from  the  purge,  and  by  fre- 
quent repetition  may  do  fome  good ;  (that  is  to 
iay)  the  mercury  may  at  length  do  more  good 
than  the  purge  does  harm  :  and  upon  that  bafis 
Hands  the  reputation  of  your  alterative  and  ca- 
thartic pills,  draughts,  electuaries,  S>cc. 

There  are  very  few  cafes  where  I  would  re- 
commend purges;  and  thefe  fhould  always  be  of 
the  gentle  kind.  Draliic  purges  may  indeed 
caufe  a  revuhion,  but  they  always  border  upon 
inflammation,  and  even  in  the  cooleit  habits  are 
liable  to  do  mifchief. 

A  purge  is  generally  taken  in  the  morning, 

but  this  is  verv  immaterial,  provided  the  flomach 

■     X  2  is 
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is  not  leaded  ;  for  in  that  cafe,  it  firii:  will  have  " 
its  play  as  an  emetic,  or  perhaps  not  work  at  all, 
becoming  abforbed  by  the  aliment* 

Reft  is  undoubtedly  both  agreeable  and  proper 
after  a  purge;  therefore  if  the  ftomach  is  toler- 
ably empty,  in  the  afternoon,  I  fliould  prefer 
that  time  for  this  operation  as  much  as  for  the 
vomit ;  as  a  good  night's  reft  upon  it  would 
greatly  put  nature  to  rights  again.  In  the  ope^ 
ration  there  ihould  be  very  little  exercife ;  and 
there  is  no  drink  I  would  recommend  more  than 
bare  water ;  which  ftiould  be  drank  moderately 
after  every  ftooL  A  cruft,  or  a  piece  of  toafted 
bread,  with  a  glafs  of  generous  wine  or  punch, 
will  feel  as  comfortable  as  it  is  proper^  after  the 
purge  has  fully  operated,  when  the  fpirits  are  flat, 
and  the  bowels  are  weak.  Temperance,  after  a 
good  fweeping  of  the  belly,  is  abfolutely  neceftary 
to  be  religioufty  obferved ;  and  as  much  as  health, 
or  perhaps  life,  is  worth. 

In  regard  to  the  various  ftages  of  the  venereal 
difeafe,  there  are  but  very  fev^^  cafes  where  purges 
are  neceflary ;  which  I  ftiall  point  out  in  their 
proper  places.  In  the  general  courfe  however,  a 
Sender  regimen  is  attended  with  lefs  rifk,  lefs 
pain  and  trouble,  and  anfwers  the  purpofe  much 
better;  for  all  the  difference  of  a  purge,  let  the 
portion  be  what  it  will,  or  as  fine  as  it  will,  dif- 
fers from  a  diarrhoea  in  this  only,  that  the  one 
is  from  an  accidental,  the  other  from  an  inten- 
tional difturbar.ee  in  the  belly. 

I  Ihall  now  fay  fomething  of  purgatives  of 
another  kind,  namely,  by  the  anus ;  and  this  is 
the  propereft  way,  and  the  only  way  I  would  have 

purgatives 
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purgatives  admlniftered, where  there  is  an  abfolute 
neceffity  of  emptying  the  bowels.  But  at  the  fame 
time,  I  fliould  not  chufe  to  be  poifoned  that  way 
neither.  Let  a  phyfical  mari  of  judgment  and 
candor,  in  the  morning  when  fober,  examine 
our  difpenfatorial  formula's  of  clyflers.  It  is 
needlefs  to  point  at  particulars ;  the  generality  of 
them,  however,  I  ihould  be  very  loth  to  have 
adminiflered  to  my  horfe  or  dog. 

When  we  coniider  the  delicacy  of  the  villous 
lining  of  the  inteflines,  and  the  abforbing  lafteals 
which  have  almofl  an  immediate  conveyance  to 
the  blood,  we  ihall  immediately  be  convinced  of 
the  neceffity  of  having  the  moft  innocent  cly iters  ; 
and  experience  fhews  that  they  are  alfo   moft 
effediual  in  a  judicious  indication.     Boiled  milk 
and  water  fliould  be  the  fixed  ilandard  of  the 
vehicle;  a  little  Cailile  foap  will  always  promote 
the  perillaltic  motion  to  an  evacuation,  nitre  will 
prove  a  diuretic,  diaphoretic,  antifpafmodic,  and 
antiphlogillic;  fugar  will  be  nutritive;  and  lailly 
.(accept  it  as  a  valuable  prefent)  fome  few  drops 
of  the  fpirituous  folution  of  fublimate  mercury  * 
in  the  above  vehicle,  will  radically  cure  the  moft 
inveterate  exulceration  in  the  inteflines,  whether  ^""^ 
proceeding  from  venereal  virulency,  inflamma-    /^ 
tory   dyfentery,    or   other   malignant  acrimony.    ^^ 
The  quantity  of  milk  a^d  water  in  the  clyfler         / 
fhould  be  proportioned  to  the  patient;  from  a 
pint  to  a  quart,   tolerably  warm,  but  not  hot ; 
and  repeated  occafionally, 

*  The  proportion  of  the  folution  is  one  grain  of  the  fub- 
limate to  one  ounce  of  the  redified  fpirits  of  wine. 

X  3  We 
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We  will  now  proceed  to  other  indications; 
which  nature  has  pointed  out  to  us,  as  more  ef- 
fedtual  drains  of  the  acrimony  in  the  fyflem ; 
from  whence,  if  we  adt  with  care,  many  benefits 
refult. 


Of  DIURETICS,    DIAPHORETICS,    and 
ANTISPASMODICS. 

I  Have  placed  diuretics,  diaphoretics,  and  an- 
tilpafmodics  under  a  general  title;  lince  their 
operations  have  always  a  friendly  conned:ion  with 
each  other,  when  adminiftered  in  a  degree  be- 
neficial. I  am  not  ignorant  of  the  exceptions 
to  this  rule;  nor  a  ilranger  neither,  to  the  pre- 
carioufnefs  of  each  operation  when  feparate.  Sti- 
mulating diuretics  are  inflammatory;  fudorifics 
may  melt  down  the  whole  animal  fyftem  into  an 
alkalefcent  ferofity ;  and  antifpafmodics  may  be 
carried  to  a  degree  of  palfy.  Wherever  either 
operation  is  required,  the  aififtance  of  the  whole 
fhould  be  partly  employed ;  particularly  in  the' 
difeafe  we  are  here  treating  of. 

Temperantia  is  the  mofl  effectual  indication ; 
and  of  all  the  faline  preparations,  let  them  be 
ever  fo  curious  and  elaborate,  the  depurated 
nitre  is  the  only  one  that  can  be  depended  on. 
Of  all  the  various  antifpafmodics,  the  truly  pre- 
pared fadticious  cinnabar  is  the  moft  powerful. 
Thefe  two  are  the  principal  ingredients  of  the 

PULVIS    ANTISPASMODICUM    STHALII,    tO  which 

(very  jullly)  fo  many  virtues  have  been  afcribed. 

But 
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But,  as  in  all  fevers,  where  there  is  a  fpafm 
in  the  fibres,  there  mull  in  confequence  be  an 
acrimony  in  the  fyllem,  from  whence  an  acrid- 
nefs  of  urine,  or  obftrudlion  of  perfpiration  is 
produced ;  it  is  requifite  therefore  to  have  this 
acrimony  correded.  This  is  effedted  by  mer- 
cury alone ;  the  cinnabar  contributes  much  to- 
wards it ;  but  as  it  is  deprived  greatly  of  its  ac- 
tivity, by  its  being  intimately  combined  with 
fulphur,  it  ads  principally  only  as  a  fedative ; 
whence  therefore  I  have,  with  the  greateft  fuc- 
cefs,  added  a  fmall  proportion  of  calomel,  not 
only  in  venereal  cafes,  but  in  all  kinds  of  fevers 
w^hatever.  This  is  however  diametrically  oppo- 
fite  to  the  general  eilabliihed  principles  of  phyfic  ; 
but  I  mult  beg  leave  to  obferve,  that  my  ideas 
of  mercury  differ  widely  from  thofe  gentlemen, 
who  never  adminifler  it,  but  to  excefs ;  no  won- 
der therefore,  they  ihould  maintain  a  bad  opinion 
of  it :  How^ever,  on  a  little  clofer  examination, 
we  fhall  find  the  fault  not  in  the  mercury,  but 
in  the  manner  of  applying  it. 

The  powder  compofed  of  the  above  ingre- 
dients (according  to  the  proportion  I  Ihall  give 
hereafter)  may  be  wath  juftice  elteemed  the  fu- 
perior  and  moft  effectual  of  its  kind.  By  virtue 
of  the  nitre  it  is  diuretic  and  diaphoretic ;  from 
the  cinnabar  it  is  antifpafmodic ;  and  by  virtue 
of  the  calomel,  it  corredis  acrimony  ;  lb  that 
what  acrimony  remains  in  the  fyftem  after  the 
difcharge  by  urine  and  fweat,  is  corrected  by  this 
panacea  medicamsntojzs  universalis* 

Since  I  have  now  given  one  effedual  medi- 
cine, what  need  is  there  to  enumerate  more  ?  I 

X  4  ^^^1 
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ihall  therefore  mention  thofe  diuretics  and  dia^ 
phoretics,  which  nature  di(5tate3 ;  namely,  to 
drink  plentifully  of  that  beft  of  all  drinks,  in 
fevers,  pure  water,  particularly  if  nature  craves 
it ;  and  cold  too,  if  agreeable.  A  copious 
draught  of  warm  wine-whey  or  punch  is  highly 
recommendable,  but  the  nearer  it  approaches  to 
weakriefs,  the  more  effecftually  it  will  affiii  a 
gentle  difcharge  of  the  llimulating  acrimony. 

To   conclude,    the  indication  of  expelling  a 
virus  either  by  ftool,  fweat,  or  urine,  is  very  pre^ 
carious  and  uncertain  ;    and  the  more  we  force 
fuch  evacuations,  the  m.ore  we  are  apt  to  increafe 
the  very  acrimony  we  intended  to  expel.  Nature 
indeed  may  perform  and  frequently  does  it ;  but 
art  in  that  refped:  can  do  no  more  than  open  the 
pafTages;  fince  the  virus  may  be  ingrafted  in  the 
very  ftamina  of  the  fibres  themfelves.     But  to 
corred:  it,  or  in  other  words,  (though  not  ftridtly 
phyfical)  to  neutralize  the  virus,  is  the  greateft 
perfediion  vve  have  arrived  at ;  with  which,  if  we 
ad:  fkiifuUy,  we  m.ay  perform  all  what  is  requi^ 
fite  to  the  cure  of  molt  difeafes. 

Thus  far  I  thought  proper  to  prepare  my  reader 
on  this  fubject,  in  order  to  avoid  a  multiplicity 
of  words  when  I  lay  down  the  methods  to  be 
obferved  in  the  various  fcages  of  that  dire  malady 
here  treated  of,  requiiite  to  perform  a  rational 
and  fuccefsful  cure. 


oi 
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THE  utmofl  wifh  of  a  patient  who  is  excru- 
ciated with  pain,  is  eafe;  this  becomes  ab^ 
folutely  neceiTary  at  times,  in  order  to  give  na- 
ture a  refpite,  that  it  may  have  a  chance  to  free 
itfelf  from  the  obnoxious  ftimulus  it  is  entangled 
with, 

,  Opium  is  one  of  the  mofl  pov/erful^  at  the 
fame  time  the  mod  precarious  m^edicine  in  the 
whole  Materia  Medica, 

In  the  firfl:  place,  opium  fliould  never  be  had 
recourfe  to,  but  in  great  extremities  of  pain. 

Secondly,  it  fhould  be 'entirely  rejedied  in 
univerfal  inflammatory  fevers,  or  great  exulcera- 
tions ;  lince  from  its  relaxing  power  on  the  ner- 
vous fyitem,  it  prevents  the  natural  efforts  of  the 
various  fecretions,  by  which  the  morbific  matter, 
either  by  urine  or  fweat,  may  be  expelled,  and 
thereby  aids  the  increafe  of  the  virus  contained 
in  the  inflamed  blood;  which,  when  the  nervous 
fyftem  has  recovered  its  natural  tone,  adis  with 
more  violence  than  before. 

Opium  however  may  be  adminifiered,  in 
ftrong  fpafmodic  contradiions,  proceeding  from 
meer  irritability  only,  an  obftinate  naufea,  cholic, 
dyfentery,  ifchuria,  hyileric,  furor-uterinus,  or  the 
like ;  but  with  the  greatell  caution  and  circum- 
fpediion.  In  regard  to  the  dofe  and  the  prepa- 
ration, I  fhall  defer  this  to  another  time,  and 
here  only  obferve,  that  opium  may  be  greatly- 
deprived  of  its  narcotic  and  deleterious  quality,. 

and 
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and  yet  retain  its  anodyne.  On  this  principle 
depends  the  preparation,  which  I  ihall  give 
hereafter. 


Of  ANTACRIDS, 

I  AM  apt  to  think,  that  this  grand  indication 
has  remained  hitherto  in  obfcurity ;  for  the 
eftablifhed  though  erroneous  principles,  of  ex- 
pelling the  noxious  acrimony  by  evacuations, 
have  given  birth  not  only  to  many  grievous  mi- 
Hakes,  but  prejudiced  the  mind  with  fo  many 
abfurd  notions,  as  to  obfcure  the  nature  of  anta- 
crids, and  confound  thera  with  oppofite  and 
deitrudtive  eifedts. 

By  antacrids  I  mean  fuch  medicines  as  corred; 
the  acrimony  in  general  in  the  animal  ceconomy, 
whether  proceeding  from  the  venereal  virus,  or 
from  other  virulent  humours ;  and  fuch  a  me- 
dicine is  mercury.  But  I  am  at  a  lofs  to  exprefs 
my  furprife,  at  the  fo  long  remaining  erroneous 
notions,  concerning  the  efficacy  and  operation  of 
this  excellent  drug.  Its  efFe(5t  to  falivate  is 
equally  powerful  in  health  as  in  difeafe;  and 
equally  apt  to  generate  the  moft  malignant  ulcers 
in  the  mouth;  and  how  the  abfurdity  of  relieving 
one  evil,  with  that  of  bringing  on  another,  fhould 
yet  remain  in  vogue,  and  even  be  continued  by 
fuch  great  men  as  this  age  can  boaft  of,  is  actually, 
on  ferious  refledtion,  aitonilhing.  I  Ihall  here 
fay  no  more  on  falivation.  I  do  not  know  one 
lingle  pradiice  of  the  antients,  in  which  they 
erred  fo  grofsly  againll  reafon,  as  the  moderns 

have 
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have  done  in  this  abominable  pradice ;  and  it 
will  ever  remain  a  flain  on  phyfic,  to  the  lateil 
poflerity. 

Mercury,  if  ikilfully  adminiftered,  is  the 
greatelt  and  moft  univerfal  medicine  in  nature;  as 
there  is  not  perhaps  one  ailment  incident  to  hu- 
man nature,  that  has  an  acrimony  for  its  baiis, 
but  what  may  be  cured  with  this  moil  excellent 
drug,  if  the  malady  is  at  all  curable.  It  is  there- 
fore erroneous  to  confine  it  to  venereal  diforders; 
for  how  nearly  all  diforders  of  acrimony  are  con- 
nefted  in  their  effects,  I  have  demonftrated  before; 
and  it  is  manifeftjy  confirmed  by  experience,  that 
their  remedies  mull  be  alike. 

There  is  not  an  acrimony  in  the  animal  oeco- 
nomy  but  what  mercury  abforbs,  corredis  or  anni- 
hilates. But  fo  powerful  is  this  univerfal  antar 
crida,  that  if  it  overbalances  the  acrimony  it 
is  intended  to  corredl,  it  becomes  obnoxious  it- 
felf;  and  hence  it  follows,  that  in  many  cafes  the 
fmaller  the  dofes  can  be  adminiftered,  the  more 
we  may  hope  for  fuccefs;  as  thereby  it  may  enter 
into  the  ramifications  of  the  veiTels,  fearch  every 
minute  part  in  the  animal  frame,  and  eifed:  the 
fuccefs  we  may  hope  and  wifii  for. 


Of  EXTERNAL  INDICATIONS, 

^nd  firfl  of  Bleeding. 

THE  firil  under  this  head  v/orth  a  ferious 
enquiry,  is  bleeding.  There  is  nothing  more 
fOmmon  in  fevers  than  the  prcfcribing  of  this 

operation^ 
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operation,  and  I  will  venture  to  affirm,  that  m 
general,  nothing  is  more  improper.  By  bleeding 
we  may  reduce  the  irritability  of  the  fyftem, 
fince  we  leifen  the  fyllem  itfelf ;  but  it  is  ridicu-, 
lous  to  fuppofe  it  capable  to  produce  an  evacu- 
ation of  the  malignity  itfelf:  Yet,  abfurd  as  fuch 
a  notion  mud  appear  to  common  fenfe,  it  has 
had  its  eilablifhed  faihion,  and  been  followed  to 
the  deilrudtion  of  m^any  millions  of  lives.  Ac 
this  time  however  (fortunately)  this  operation 
has  loft  much  of  its  repute,  and  it  is  high  time 
it  ihould  f.  for  my  own  part,  I  am  apt  to  think 
that  in  Europe  more  have  perilhed  by  the  lancet, 
than  by  the  calamities  of  war. 

I  fhall  not  dwell  on  the  various  improprieties, 
of  bleeding  in  fevers,  and  other  maladies,  or  take 
notice  of  the  few  benefits  that  it  can  poffibly 
afford ;  fuffice  it  to  obferve,  that  it  muft  effec- 
tually check  the  falutary  efforts  of  nature,  en-* 
feeble  its  powers,  and  obftrudt  perfpiration. 
This  is  but  one  of  the  many  evil  tendencies  of 
bleeding ;  but  our  enquiry  chiefly  relates  to  the 
venereal  difeafe,  where,  of  all  others,  it  cannot 
be  admitted. 

All  that  we  can  poftibly  hope  from  bleeding, 
IS  lefTening  the  quantity  of  fluids,  and  relaxing 
the  tone  of  the  foiids ;  but  at  the  fame  time  whilfl 
the  fanguineous  velTels  are  thus  emptying,  it  na- 
turally follovvTs,  that  the  whole  fyftem  muft  faffer 
from  fuch  evacuation,  and  that  the  veins  muft 
abforb  from  the  lymphatics  and  every  other  part. 
In  fuch  an  ad:  it  cannot  fail,  if  there  be  any  in- 
fection, and  if  ever  fo  externally,  but  that  the 
whole  mafs  of  blood  muft  become  infedted^  and 

this 
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tills  reafonable  demonftration  is  too  frequently- 
confirmed  by  fad  experience.  I  will  even  main- 
tain, that  the  very  method  laid  down  by  fome 
of  our  phylical  writers  on  the  treatment  of  the 
iirft  ftage  of  a  virulent  and  recent  gonorrhoea 
(viz,)  to  bleed  freely  and  repeatedly  in  the  arm^ 
to  adminifler  gentle  and  cooling  purges,  and  to 
forbear  the  ufe  of  mercury  till  the  fever  is  abated, 
is  the  moil  dired:  w^ay  to  infe<ft  the  whole  mafs 
of  blood  :  And  hence  we  generally  find  that 
thofe  unfortunate  patients  are  headlong  plunged 
into  all  the  confequential  calamities  of  the  pox^ 
before  a  proper  cure  is  attempted.  It  is  alTerted 
that  mercury  rarifies  the  blood,  and  therefore  is 
apt  to  augment  the  inflammation ;  this  is  ab- 
folutely  falfe,  unlefs  given  to  excefs. 

Experience  and  reafon  confirms  there  is  no- 
thing more  effediual  to  alter  the  whole  confti- 
tution,  and  to  ruin  it  for  ever,  than  great  hae- 
morrhages ;  and  that  which  is  the  fame,  excefs  of 
bleeding;  and  that  many  are  thus  ruined  (that 
have  efcaped  the  grave)  is  better  known  than 
acknowledged.  I  could  fay  m.uch  more  on  this 
head,  but  I  think  it  needlefs.  I  ihall  therefore 
referve  this  till  a  more  proper  fubjed:. 

Of   BLISTERING. 

^ff^HIS  application  it  feems  the  venereal 
JL  patient  has  had  the  good  fortune  to  be 
excluded  from  ;  w^hich  I  very  m.uch  w^onder  at ; 
as  there  might  be  as  much  faid  in  favour  of 
that  kind  of  puniihment,  as  many  others  even 

more 
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more  abfurd,  tliat  have  been  generally  infiidted 
on  them. 

I  ihall  be  fhort  on  this  head,  as  it  does  not 
feem  to  come  immediately  under  my  prefent 
fubjevft ;  fuffice  it,  that  thole  who  have  fuppofed 
blill'ering  would  drain  off  the  bad  humours,  have 
been  grofsly  miilaken.  All  the  benefit  we  may 
hope  from  it,  is  to  attrad:  the  humours  towards 
the  external  parts,  or  to  introduce  acrimony  in 
the  fyilem,  whereby  the  whole  fabric  receives 
an  additional  fpur  to  exert  its  various  fundiions. 

There  are  cafes  w^here  bliilers  have  their  be- 
nefits, and  perhaps  may  bring  on  a  favourable 
crifis ;  but  in  the  general  courfe  of  practice, 
nine  times  out  of  ten  they  are  applied  imipro- 
perly;  and  the  remedy  too  frequently  proves 
worfe  than  the  difeafe. 


Of    BATHING, 

BATHING  has  ever  been  eileemed  as  highly 
plealing  and  conducive  to  health ;  for  my 
own  part,  I  hold  it  the  moil  beneficial  of  all 
phyfical  operations.  It  is  not  only  on  account, 
of  the  cleanlinefs,  but  from  a  quality  it  muil  na- 
turally have,  of  correding  acrimony,  becoming, 
antifpafmodic,  increafing  the  quantity  of  hu- 
mours, and  confequently  promoting  the  various 
fecretions  :  And  this  anfwers  almoil  all  othef 
medicinal  indications.  The  benefits  of  bathing' 
arc  fo  univerfal,  that  there  cannot  poiTibly  be  an 
ailment  incident  to  human  nature  but  what  mud 
receive  benefit  from  this  grand  operation.  This 
4     '  was 
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was  well  known  to  the  antients,  and  pra6tifed 
even  to  abiife ;  which  is  not  lefs  the  cafe  with  the 
moderns.  But  unfortunately  mankind  will  ever 
do  fo,  and  abufe  their  greateft  bleflings,  if  they 
are  fo  profperous  as  to  be  unreflrained  in  their 
luxurious  purfuits.  We  cannot,  without  aflonifh- 
ment,  read  of  the  voluptuoufnefs  and  numbers  of 
public  baths  in  antient  Rome;  with  us  the  city 
of  Bath  is  Rome  in  miniature. 

But  to  come  to  the  fubjed:  itfelf :  The  efFed; 
of  bathing  muft  be  diiferent  according  to  the 
degree  of  heat  and  cold,  and  according  to  the 
compolition. 

Hot  baths,  like  cataplafms,  fomentations,  or 
hot  diet,  have  fomething  emollient  in. their  na- 
ture; and  hence,  though  they  at  firft,  partly 
from  their  additional  heat  to  the  fyilem,  feem  to 
brace  up  the  folids,  and .  irritate  them  to  an  in- 
creafe  of  their  functions ;  yet  whilft  the  heat  ra- 
rifies  the  fluids,  attenuates  them,  and  thereby 
expands  the  mofl  minute  ramification  in  the 
whole  fabric,  add  to  this,  the  real  increafe  of 
humours,  it  mult  of  courfe  greatly  relax  the 
whole  fyilem,  and  render  the  fibres  flaccid:  But 
not  only  this,  the  repetition  of  hot  baths  is  liable 
to  accuftom  the  habit  to  an  over  natural  heat,  and 
expanfion  of  the  whole  fyilem,  and  hence  apt  to 
reduce  a  rigid  fibred  confiitution  into  a  leuco- 
phlegmatic  habit,  unlefs  the  accuilomed  unna- 
tural heat  and  ilimulus  is  continued.  Thefe  are 
the  difadvantages  of  a  hot  bath ;  from  which  it 
follows,  that  it  ihould  be  ufed  in  cafes  of  necef- 
fity  only,  and  with  moderation. 

Cold 
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Cold  baths,  on  the  contrary,  muft  have  vtrf 
different  eifedts ;  for  as  the  refrigeration  reduces 
the  natural  heat  of  the  blood,  in  which  it  is 
kept  liquid,  it  muft  in  confequence  confolidate 
the  fluids,  leffen  the  bulk,  and  diminifh  the  flac-* 
cidity  and  circulation  of  the  fibres* 

The  temperate  bath,  hov/ever,  as  it  is  in  the 
fame  degree  with  the  natural  heat  of  our  body, 
can  have  no  fuch  effedis  in  regard  of  heat  and 
cold,  either  to  rarity  or  confolidate  the  mafs  of 
blood. 

But  all  thefe  effects  are  of  the  ieafl  confequence- 
in  bathing ;  it  is  the  humed:atirig  qualities  which 
ought  to  be  the  principal  objedt;  efpecially  in  all 
acrimonious  cafes ;  add  to  this,  the  wafhing  the 
external  farface  from  its  obnoxioufnefs,  which 
not  only  obilructs  the  pores,  but  is  apt  to  be  in- 
troduced into  the  blood. 

Next  we  will  obferve,  the  effect  of  particular 
baths  and  wherein  they  differ  from  the  univerfal; 
fuifice  it,  that  warm  particular  baths  willoccafioii 
a  congeftion  to  the  part  immerfed  in  the  bath  | 
whim  on  the  contrary,  a  cold  bath  will  caufe  a 
revuKion  of  humours  *  To  bathe  the  feet  re^ 
peatedly  in  warm  water,  has  long  been  recom- 
mended as  a  menagogue,  from  the  afcribed  powef 
of  drawing  the  humours  downwards,  to  which  it 
may  contribute  :  And  that  the  cold  bath,  either 
applied  to  the  feet  or  hands,  will  prove  diuretic^ 
I  have  experienced  with  fuccefs,  even  in  defpe- 
rate  cafes. 

But  univerfal  baths  are  preferable  to  every 
other ;  for,  whatever  particular  part  of  the  body 
is  ailing,  the  refl,  from  a  fympathetic  fenfation, 

iharc 
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fhare  and  partake  of  the  ailment ;  fo  that  the 
whole  fyftem  Hands  frequently  in  equal  need  of 
affiflance  with  the  part  afFedted. 

On  the  whole,  there  is  nothing  which  is  fo 
conducive  to  the  prefervation  of  health  as  clean- 
linefs  and  bathing  ;  and  nothing  more  beneficial 
towards  the  recovery  of  health  when  loft. 

In  regard  to  compofition,  I  efteem  fea- water 
the  belt  bath  of  any,  and  would  always  recom- 
mend it  to  be  moderately  cold,  particularly  in 
fevers  and  in  cafes  of  inflammation ;  and  the 
longer  the  patient  is  in  fuch  a  bath,  fo  as  not  to 
be  chilled,  the  more  benefit  he  or  fhe  will  cer- 
tainly receive.  In  lieu  of  fea-water,  where  fuch 
cannot  be  had,  I  would  advife  an  addition  of 
fait  and  nitre  added  to  frefli  water^  previoufly 
boiled  and  cooled  again. 

Where  the  fkin  is  fcurfy,  a  good  foap-fuds,  or 
bran-water  fhould  be  ufed  firft,  in  order  to  foften 
the  fkin  and  to  open  the  pores,  that  the  bath 
may  operate  more  effectually ;  and  this  fhould 
be  frequently  repeated ;  at  leafl  once  every  day 
till  the  patient  is  relieved. 


Of  .CHIRURGICAL  INDICATIONS- 

WHEN  we  maturely  confider  the  animal 
ceconomy,  it  will  plainly  appear,  that 
phyfic  and  furgery  are  fo  intimately  connected, 
and  dependant  on  each  other,  that  he  who  is 
ignorant  of  the  one  muft  needs  be  fo  of  both. 
It  is  indifpenfably  necelTary  likewife,  that  the 
felf^demonftrative  principles  of  unprejudiced  na- 

Y  tural 
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rural  philofophy,  lliould  lay  the  foiindatioiv 
throughout  every  acquh-ement  in  the  art  of  heal- 
ing ;  for  Vvdthout  fuch  uncontrouled  liberty  of 
inquiry  into  the  true  nature  of  things,  our  indi- 
cations are  only  guided  by  blind  prejudice,  and 
chance  our  whole  dependance.  How  far  I  am 
jufl  in  this,  I  leave  to  the  confideration  of  the 
judicious. 

My  examination  here  relates  only  to  the  appli- 
cations of  medicines  externally,  and  the  nature 
of  their  effedis.  The  firft  indication  of  furgery 
in  external  inflammations  or  tumefadiions  in  ge- 
neral, is  to  difcufs  and  diflblve.  Refolvents  and 
difcutients  have  merely  been  underitocd  in  the 
light  of  repelling  onl)^,  it  is  no  wonder  therefore 
that  emollients  and  fuppurants  are  preferred,  w^here 
the  peccant  or  obftrudted  matter  is  in  the  foun- 
dation, as  in  venereal  cafes.  In  this,  as  v/ell  as 
many  other  phenomena  in  the  animal  func- 
tions, true  philofophy,  and  felf-demonilrative 
experience,  have  not  been  enough  confulted. 
We  experience,  that  the  various  methods  of 
refolving  tumours  have  very  different  efFedis; 
but  thofe  which  are  moil  falutary  are  generally 
the  gentleft.  I  Ihall  not  enumerate  the  various 
remedies  which  have  been  applied  to  inflamma- 
tory parts,  and  their  different  fuccefs ;  certain 
It  is,  though  fpirits  and  camphor,  &c.  have 
fomerimes  proved  fuccefsful,  yet  many  times 
they  have  not  only  augmented  the  evil,  but  re- 
moved it  to  fome  other  part. 

To  correcfl  and  annihilate  the  acrimony,  fhould 
be  the  fole  indicj^tion  of  2\]  difcuiients  or  re- 
folvents; 
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folvents ;  and  which  is  the  never-failing  efFedt  of 
mercury. 

From  what  I  have  faid,  it  may  eafily  be  con- 
ceived what  opinion  I  have  of  fuppuration.  I  am 
furprized  that  that  indication  fhould  continue  to 
miflead  the  judgment  of  fo  many  men  eminent 
in  the  practice  of  furgery  as  we  can  now  boaft 
of;  for,  if  w^e  examine  into  the  nature  of  this 
effed:,  we  mufl  plainly  perceive,  that  it  is  only 
an  increafe  of  the  peccant  matter,  and  of  the  evil 
we  endeavour  to  remedy. 

I  am  not  more  a  friend  to  digeilives  than  the 
former ;  for,  as  fuppuration  depends  principally 
on  promoting  and  increaling  putrefadiion,  di- 
geflion  only  ferves  to  ftimulate  to  inflammation, 
and  irritate  the  ulcer  to  a  copious  and  fuperfluous 
difcharge. 

In  the  next  place  follow  detergents :  Thefe 
are  indeed  admitted,  and  requiiite  in  ulcerations, 
but  not  in  the  fenfe  of  mundifications,  as  has 
been  generally  taken  for  granted ;  namely,  the 
cleanfing  the  wound  from  foulnefs  by  wdping,  or 
walhing  away  the  matter  only ;  for  whilft  the 
Itamina  of  the  ulcer  remain  difordered  or  ag- 
grieved, the  acrimony  will  ever  flow  as  from  an 
inexhauflible  fountain.  From  the  detergent  in- 
dication, founded  on  the  principle  of  correcting 
the  acrimony,  we  have  every  good  effed;  to 
hope.  Efcharotics  have  often  proved  an  additional 
poifon  to  the  ulcer  they  have  been  applied  to ; 
yet  perchance  their  compoiitiori  has  fometimes 
proved  beneficial ;  but  from  other  caufes  than 
has  in  general  been  fuppofed  ;  for  example,  the 
lunar  cauftic,  or  the  phagedenic  water;  which, 
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in  the  former,  from  the  folution  of  lilver,  and  in 
the  latter  from  the  fublimate  mercury  has  a6:ed 
as  correding  the  acrimony  ;  but  thofe  who  have 
afcribed  their  virtue  to  the  caullic  effedt,  and  in 
lieu  thereof  applied  the  common  cauftic,  have 
found  themfeives  greatly  difappointed,  to  the 
no  fmall  aggravation  of  the  difordered  part. 

And  laltly,  the  indication  of  healing  has 
abounded  with  too  grofs  abfurdities  to  be  received 
by  our  modern  furgeons;  namely,  the  renewing 
the  loil  fubflances  by  what  are  called  farcotics,  ag- 
glutinants,  and  cicatrifants ;  thefe  indications  mull 
appear  to  the  eyes  of  reafon  to  be  the  intire  works 
of  nature  only;  fo  that  the  filling  up  an  ulcer,  to 
agglutinate  and  heal  it,  requires  no  more  when  the 
acrimony  is  corredied,  than  keeping  it  clean  from 
any  external  injuries ;  that  nature  miay  undi- 
Hurbediy  repleniih  it  with  new  fubflance,  and 
heal  it  up.  This  is  beft  performed  with  dry  lint 
in  general;  but  as  in  all  venereal  cafes,  the  acri- 
mony is  too  apt  to  continue  to  the  lail,  a  mer- 
curial detergent  or  demulcent  is  requifite. 

On  the  whole,  wherever  there  is  an  acrimony 
in  the  fyflem,  either  internally  or  externally,  our 
principal  indication  fhould  be  to  corred:,  or  de- 
ilroy  the  acrimony ;  for  all  our  endeavours  to 
expel  it,  either  by  forced  evacuations,  fuppu- 
ration,  or  other  more  violent  methods,  are  too 
precarious  purfuits;  and  if  ever  vv e  ihould  happen 
to  fucceed,  it  will  be  but  the  work  of  meer  blind 
chance.  Metals  in  general  have  more  or  lefs 
fuch  a  power,  but  none  more  effedually  fo  than 
mercury.  When  we  however  confider  the  man- ' 
ner  of  its  operation,  we  fliall  clearly  be  con- 

vincedy 
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vinced  that  the  ufe  of  the  unlverlal  antacrid,  re- 
quires of  all  medicines  the  molt  judgment  in  the 
application;  of  which  I  fhall  fay  more  in  its 
proper  place. 

Yet  from  what  has  been  faid,  it  does  not  fol- 
low that  I  entirely  difapprove  of  all  other  medi- 
cinal evacuating  indications;  this  is  far  from  being 
my  fentiments ;  I  only  mean  to  point  out  the  too 
general  ufe  that  is  made  of  them,  where  nature 
muft  unavoidably  fufFer  injury  initead  of  being 
relieved. 

I  have  here  fpoken  only  in  the  general ;  and  I 
ihall  by  and  by  have  a  more  pertinent  opportu- 
jiity  to  be  particular ;  as  my  endeavour  through 
the  whole  treatife  is  to  be  as  concife  as  the  fub- 
jed;  will  admit. 

Here  then  I  fhall  conclude  this  chapter ;  and 
beg  leave  to  obferve,  that  the  hints  which  I  have 
offered  to  the  confideration  of  the  judicious,  are 
the  limple  didiates  of  reafon  and  experience, 
without  any  other  motive  than  that  of  being  ufe- 
ful.  I  am  well  aware  of  the  many  difad vantages 
the  iimple  manner  of  delivering  my  fentiments 
lays  me  under,  in  an  age  when  pomp  and  elegance 
of  didiion  are  fo  much  admired.  But  to  be  un- 
derftood,  and  throw  new  light  on  the  fubjeCt,  is 
the  fuinmit  of  my  ambition^ 


CHAP, 


CHAP.     IV. 

T'he  Cure  of  the  Firjl  Infeciion. 

A    S  every  action  of  our  lives  ought  to  be 
J^^\^  guided  by  reafon,  and  not  blind  prejudice, 
lo  it  is  but  juftthat  every  man,  who  has   any 
thing  to  offer  for  the  good  of  the  community, 
ihould  difplay  his  principles,  that  they  may  be 
freely  examined,  how  far  they  are  coniiflent  with 
limple  truth.    Without  this,  no  man  has  a  right 
to  pay  any  regard  to  his  affertion.     On  the  bafis 
of  this  fentiment  alone,  I  defire  to  iland  or  fall. 
My  motive  is  utility ;  and  I  hope  the  effects  will 
verify  my  intention.     Without  any  farther  pre- 
face, I  will  conduct  the  candid  reader  through- 
out the  rough  paths  of  this  dire  difeafe,  with  all 
the  eafe  and  fidelity  that  unprejudiced  reafon, 
and  experience  to  the  utmoil  effort  of  my  abili- 
ties, together  with  an  upright  heart,  may  fuggeil. 
But,  that  the  whole  courfe  of  the  cure  through- 
out the  various  ilages,  may  be  carried  on  in  a 
manner  clear  to  the  conception,  concife  to  the 
memory,  and  open  to  the  conviction  of  truth,  I 
Hiall  fuppofe  a  previous  attentional  perufal  of  the 
foregoing  ;  as  this  is  only  a  fhort  extract  of  thofe 
principles  brought  into  form  and  order ;  or  in 
other  words,  a  well  founded  theory  reduced  to 
practice,  and  authenticated  by  happy  fuccefs. 

THE 
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THE   CURE   OF  THE  VIPvULENT 
GONORRHOEA. 

THE  firft  fymptom  of  a  virulent  gonorrhcEa 
is  an  agreeable  fenlation  in  the  genitals, 
gradually  increaiing  into  an  irritating,  lliarp,  dif- 
agreeable  pain,  attended  with  a  putiy  ichorilli 
difcharge  from  the  penis  in  men,  and  vagina  in 
women ;  this  is  foon  followed  by  a  fharp  fcalding 
of  urine,  a  fever,  obitruction  of  perfpiration, 
head-ach,  univerfal  laffitude,  &c.  according  to 
the  conilitution  and  age  of  the  perfon;  which  are 
moil  acute  in  the  firft  time  of  the  infection ;  as 
has  been  fully  defcribed  under  that  tide  in  the 
fecond  part. 

The  firft  indication  muft  be  to  promote  a  gentle 
peffpiration ;  to  correct  the  acrimony  in  the 
urine;  to  lelTen  the  fpafmodic  confcriction  in  the 
urinary  organs  and  the  nervous  fyftem,  and  to 
protect  the  body  from  a  general  iniection. 

Bleeding  might  leilen  the  quantity  of  the  fluids, 
and  from  that,  caufe  a  fiaccidity  of  the  folids  for  a 
little  while ;  but  as  it  w^ould  unavoidably  caufe 
an  abforption  into  the  emptied  vefTels  of  the  virus 
from  the  external  parts,  it  Ihauld  be  avoided  as 
highly  pernicious.  Purging  might  evacuate  the 
contents  of  the  bowels,  and  perhaps  drain  from 
the  whole  mafs  of  blood ;  but  as  by  its  ftimulus 
it  would  increafe  the  fpafm.  in  the  fyftem,  retain 
the  acrimony  vvhich  ought  to  be  expelled  by  per- 
fpiration  and  urine,  and  caufe  a  revulfion  of  the 
virus  to  the  innerm.oft  parts  of  the  body,  it  ought 
Y  A.  '  ^^> 
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alfo  to  be  rejected  as  pernicious,  and  a  hindrance 
to  the  cure. 

To  anfvver  the  above  intention,  together  with 
correcting  the  acrimony,  ufe  the  following  pow- 
der : 

Antispasmodic  Powder. 

PuLvis    Antispasmodicus. 

Recipe  nitri purificati  uncias  duas^  cinnaharis  anttmonii 
drachmas  duas^  mercurii  dulcis  fexies  fitblimati 
fcrupulum  unum. 

L^vigentur  Jimul  cinnabar  is  et  mercurius  dulcis 
fuper  marmor  cum  paulolo  aqu^^  donee fiant  pulvis 
impalpabilis ;  hunc  more  pr^fcripto  exiccatum  nitro 
admifce^  deinde  fiat  pulvis  in  viginti  quatuor  partes 
^quales  dividendus. 

Capiat  unam  bis  de  die,  five  pro  re  nata  ^  ad- 
mi  ficendo  feil,  fyrupi  balfamici  cujus  libet  quantum^ 
fuficiat  utfiat  hatiftus  exiguus^five  utcunque  aliter 
in  vehiculo  quovis  idoneo. 

This  powder,  by  virtue  of  the  nitre,  promotes 
gentle  perfpiration  and  urine ;  by  virtue  of  the 
cinnabar,  it  is  antifpafmodic,  and  gently  relaxes 
the  conftridtion  of  the  folids  ;  and  by  virtue  of 
the  calomel,  corrects  the  acrimony  in  the  blood. 

Befides,  the  combination  of  calomel  (or  any 
other  mercurial  preparation)  with  nitre,  has  many 
advantages;  being  thereby  readier  to  be  intro- 
duced univerfally  into  the  whole  fyilem,  and  pre- 
vented from  going  to  the  falivary  glands;  whilil 
nitre  at  the  fame  time  gently  promotes  perfpira- 
tion and  urine,  the  only  conveyances  nature 
defigned  to  expel  the  acrimony  in  the  fyftem, 
without  violence.      Plence  this  powder   is    not 
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only  the  molt  proper  in  the  inflammatory  fymp- 
pms,  here  proceeding  from  a  venereal  virus,  but 
may  with  equal  fuccefs,  be  ufed  in  every  other 
inflammatory  difeafe,  where  there  is  the  leaft 
Jpafm  and  acrimony  in  the  fyltem,  for  reafons 
before  mentioned  '*. 

Our  next  attention  is  to  the  feat  of  the  go- 
norrhoea itfelf.  This  is  generally  within  two 
inches  up  the  urethra  in  men;  but  varioufly 
feated  in  the  pudenda  in  women,  and  is  in  fadh  a 
commencing  ulceration,  as  before  fully  explained. 
As  this  is  the  qafe,  it  is  but  jufl  that  it  Ihould 
be  treated  with  judgment  as  fuch ;  and  an  im- 
mediate application  mull  doubtlefs  be  the  mofl 
proper ;  which  confequently  can  be  performed 
only  by  injection.  But  as  injedtion  has  been  con- 
demned as  injurious  by  medical  writers,  it  may 
be  requiiite  here  to  enquire  into  the  caufe  why  it 
has  been  cenfured. 

One  error  is  liable  to  bring  on  another ;  and 
where  the  foundation  is  bad,  the  whole  fuper- 
Itrudure  mull  of  courfe  fall  to  the  ground. 
XVhilft  the  abfurd  notion  prevailed  that  ulcera- 
tions Ihould  be  treated  with  efcharotics,  corroiives, 
&c.  &c.  injections  were  accordingly  made  ufe  of 
for  this  purpofe,  of  white  vitriol,  Roman  vitriol, 
lime-water,  &c.  which  could  but  by  their  llimulus 
vellicate  the  tender  nervous  coat  of  the  urethra; 
confequently  aggravate  the  ulceration,  caufe  in- 

,*  To  prevent  it  from  griping,  (which  it  will  fometimes,  in 
irritatle  conftitutions)  two  or  three  drops  of  the  effential  oil 
of  peppermint,  previoufly  dropped  on  a  lump  of  fugar,  and 
mixed  up  with  the  draughtr,  will  prove  very  beneficial  as  a 
carminative, 

ilammation^ 
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flammation^  and  increafe  the  evil  with  all  the 
atteii-ding  fymptoms  and  maladies ;  and  to  this 
injudicious  pradiice  many  patients  have  fallen  a 
facrifice.  Others  again,  have  fuppoled  that  the 
gonorrhoea  fhould  at  all  times  have  its  feat  in  the 
proftatjs  (a  notion  not  quite  out  of  fafhion  yet) 
and  have  concluded,  that  if  the  clap  could  but  be 
ftopt  up  at  any  rate  from  running,  it  might  foon 
be  carried  off  by  purging,  bleeding,  vomitting, 
&c.  Full  of  thefe  abfurd  notions,  they  have  in- 
jed:ed  with  a  variety  of  compolitions ;  as  white 
troches,  allum.,  and  other  flyptics,  added  to  fti- 
mulatory  liquors,  &c.  I  leave  every  man  to 
judge  what  might  be  expected  from  fuch  treat- 
ment. Sometimes  again  calomel,  fometim.es 
asthiops  mineral,  fometimes  fublimate,  and  fome- 
times  a  mucilage  with  crude  mercury  has  been 
^dded  ;  however,  not  with  an  intention  to  correct 
the  acrimony,  but  to  attenuate  the  matter,  to 
take  away  proud  flefh,  &c.  and  whilll  thofe  in- 
gredients, in  their  nature  pernicious,  wxre  predo- 
minant in  the  compolition,  they  deftroyed  the 
good  effects  which  the  little  they  contained  of 
proper  and  ufeful  things  might  perform.  Such  and 
many  other  injections  were  invented,  but  could 
ferve  only,  befides  their  bad  effects,  to  prejudice 
weak  minds  againil  thofe  which  might  for  the  fu- 
ture prove  really  beneficial;  ignorandy  fuppofing 
all  injections  to  be  alike  :  For  mankind  are  too 
apt  to  fall  into  extremes,  and  to  be  led  away 
by  prejudice,  either  from  miitaken  notions,  or 
being  duped  by  cunning  to  llray  from  reafon, 
truth,  and  fimplicity.  When  however  an  injec- 
tion is  properly  adapted  to  correct  and  deftroy 

the 
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tjie  venereal  virus,  in  the  fmall  ulcer  whence  the 
clap  arifes,  common  feme  mult  dictate  it  to  be 
an  immediate  remedy. 

What  I  am  here  going  to  offer  has^  by  many 
years  experience,  proved  fuccefsful  even  to  my 
mofl  fangulne  expectations ;  an4  I  iincerely  con- 
fefs,  that  the  communicating  this  valuable  and 
experienced  method  of  curing  the  gonorrhoea 
with  eafe  and  fafety,  to  quench  this  deflructive 
fire  in  its  firft  kindling,  and  to  prevent  the  ruin 
of  many  youths  of  both  fexes;  nay  even  of  fami- 
lies, and  the  unborn  innocents,  who  often  fhare 
the  puni^ment  of  parental  guilt,  has  been  one  of 
my  principal  motives  for  publifliing  this  treatife, 
|t  is  not  applaufe  I  covet,  (though  plealing)  but 
the  innate  fatisfaction  of  contributing  to  the  wel^ 
fare  of  my  fellow  creatures. 

Antacrid  Injection, 
Injectio  contra  Acrimoniam. 
fledpe  mercurii  dulcis  fexies  fiiblimati  ge'-iuini  quan- 
tum lib  St  y  l^evigetur  cumpauhdo  aquie  fiiper  mar^ 
mor  donee  fiat  fubtilijjimus^  ita  tit  prompte  fuf- 
pendatur  in  ciqud^  dsinde  in  vafe  idoneOy  aqua, 
mult  a  affujd  circmnagitetur  *,  poftea  reponatur 
dum  aqua  limpida  fiat ;  aquam  effunde^  et  gra- 
datim  mercurius  exiccetur.  Mercurius  dulcis 
"hujus  fcrupulum  unum^  mifce  cum  aqu^  uncid  una 
et  in  phiald  fervetur. 

This  is  the  injection  which  is  to  be  ihaken 
when  made  ufe  of;  and  injected  once,  twice,  or 
thrice  a  day,  or  as-  occaiion  requires,  immediately 

after 
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after  the  patient  has  made  water.  A  fmall  matter 
will  fuffice,  which  by  help  of  the  prsepuce  Ihpuld 
be  kept  in  as  long  as  poflibie^  and  let  to  go 
round  the  corona  of  the  glans  before  it  is  let  out. 
If  the  urethra  is  very  tender^  or  the  glans  in- 
iiamed,  as  is  frequently  the  cafe  for  the  firft  time; 
or  in  young  and  fiery  fubjects,  the  pipe  of  the 
fyringe  may  previoufly  be  rubbed  v/ith  a  little 
mercurial  ointment,  that  it  may  the  ealier  pafs. 

By  this  injection  the  mofl  malignant  clap 
m^ay  in  a  very  ihort  time  be  radically  cured  ; 
the  carnofities  removed,  the  acrimony  totally 
dellroyed,  and  the  ulcers  perfectly  healed 
up.  It  is  equally  applicable  to  all  the  ftru- 
matic  iiilulas,  excluiive  from  no  part  in  the 
whole  animal  fabric.  It  afluages  the  mofl  gan- 
grenous inflammation,  by  correcting  the  acri- 
mony, and  relaxing  the  fpafmodic  conftriction 
of  the  folids.  It  afTuages  -the  mofl  putrid  foe- 
tor  and  phagedenic  acrimony,  by  its  truly  an- 
tifeptic  and  antacrid  quality ;  from  „  the  fame 
virtue,  it  changes  the  corrofive  ichor  into  a 
mild  and  well-digefled  pus  ;  and  as  it  is  mild 
in  its  nature,  and  freed  from  the  ftimulating 
faline  particles,  of  the  corrofive  mercury,  it 
^6:s  gently,  and  becomes  abforbed  in  the  ani- 
mal acrimony  without  any  perceptible  irritation 
in  the  fyflem.  Thus  the  whole  operation  is 
performed  with  eafe  and  efFedl. 

This  Injedlion  is  not  confined  to  time  ;  the 
fooner  it  is  applied,  the.  more  effedlual,  the 
eafier  the  malady  is  removed,  and  other  evils 
prevented,  whether  in  man  or  woman.  And 
whilfl  it  is  innocent,  and  inoffenfive  to  the  found 

parts, 
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parts,  it  follows  that  its  application  fhould  be 
made  immediately  on  the  firft  fymptoms ;  *— nay, 
if  immediately  after  impure  coition,  the  in- 
fedtion  is  effedtually  deftroyed  in  its  firfl  bud. 
If  I  am  blamed  for  this  opennefs,  I  anfwer 
in  my  defence ;  my  tafk  is  to  endeavour  to  do 
good  ;  I  cannot  prevent  abufe.  It  cannot  be 
a  fnare  for  th-e  virtuous;  but  it  may  be  the 
means,  though  unknown  to  themfelves,  of  pre- 
ferving  the  innocent  from  calamities,  which  too 
many  have  been  bafely  plunged  into ;  (I  mean 
the  wives  of  unfaithful  hufbands) ;  and  as  to 
the  vicious,  who  knows,  but  perhaps  they  m.ay 
reform  the  fooner  for  it  ^ ;  I  have  charity 
enough  to  think  they  will. 

In  women,  this  injedtion,  not  only  cures  the 
moil  inveterate  purulent  gonorrhoea ;  but  it  is 
the  moft  efFe(ftual  method  to  remove  any  acri- 
monious and  difagreeable  fluor  albus.  This  is  a 
circumftance  hitherto  negledied,  or  rather  not 
properly  underftood.  What  the  fluor  albus  in 
reality  is,  I  have  fufhciently  examined  in  its 
proper  place ;  and  from  thence  it  muft  appear 
evident,  that  reflaurantia,  or  analeptica,  are  in- 
fufhcient  to  remove  it ;  for  it  is  the  acri- 
mony which  is  to  be  corredied ;  (the  weaknefs 
has  the  leaft  fhare,)  and  nothing  will  do 
that  fo  eifedually  as  the  forementioned  injec- 
tion ;  as  for  your  ilinglafs,  gum  arable,  fnails, 

*  The  diabolical  praflice  cf  machinery  (befides  that  it 
differs  but  little  from  detefted  fodomy  itfelf)  is  fo  far  from 
being  a  prefervative,  that  numbers  have  been  unawares 
plunged  into  the  moll  confirmed  pox,  in  the  xnidix  of  their 
fuppofed  fecurity, 

viper 
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viper  broth,  or  alTes  milk,  &c.  they  may  per- 
haps have  virtues,  becaufe  they  are  fomewhat 
out  of  the  way  of  common  food ;  but  laying 
alide  all  nonfenfe  and  fantailical  v/hims,  a  good 
mefs  of  eels,  roaft,  fried,  or  boiled ;  or  what  is 
ilill  better,  roaft  beef  and  plumb  pudding,  will 
be  full  as  efficacious,  if  not  more  fo.  Where 
however  there  is  a  feeblenefs  in  the  fyftem,  fiac- 
cidity  in  the  fibres,  together  with  pituity  in  the 
humours,  inftead  of  ufing  either  entirely  iniigni- 
ficant  fuppofed  analeptics,  or  elfe  on  the  other 
extreme,  aftringents  and  acrimonious  ftimulants^ 
I  recommend  the  following. 

Restorative  Tincture,  or   Balsam. 

TiN'CTURA,      five   Balsa  MUM    Analepticum. 

Recipe  halfami  canadenfis  uncias  tres  y  gummi 
guaiaci  femimcim;  fpiritus  vino  ft  re^ificati 
libra'  menfuram,  Digerantur  Jimul  lent  calore^ 
f^pius  agitando  ;  deinde  f^cibus  fubftdentibuSy 
tin^uram  limpidam  effunde  five  per  cola,  Huic 
adde  olei  menth^  piperitidis  ejfentiaiis  drachmas 
duas  (et  ft  purum  fit  oleum  coibunt  fiatim) 
Hujus  tinSiura  cochleare  7ninimum  in  cyatho 
vini^  aqu^vel  hauftu  jecundum  art  cm  fa^o  cmn 
faululo  fyrupi  balfamici  pro  Itibitu  bis^  vel  ter 
de  die  cat 


The  ingredients  befpeak  the  Indication  and 
the  virtues  that  may  be  expefted  from  it; 
namely,  that  by  virtue  of  the  Canadian  balfarri 
and  guaiacum,  they  are  gently  diuretic  from  a 
reftorativc   ftimulus  in   the  whole  fvftem  ;    and 
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by  virtue  of  the  effential  oil  of  peppermint  a 
fubtile  nervine ;  not  only  to  the  Vv^eak  ftomach, 
but  to  the  whole  nervous  fyftem.  Hence  this 
tindture  is  not  only  adapted  to  weak  female 
conftitutions,  but  to  phlegmatic  habits  in  ge- 
neral. It  is  therefore  perhaps  the  moll  effica- 
cious remedy  not  only  to  corred;  the  moft 
vitiated  appetite  and  digeition  in  the  firil  paf- 
fages,  but  to  recover  the  tone  of  the  urinary  and 
genital  organs,  and  of  the  whole  fyftem.  And 
I'll  anfwer  for  it,  it  will  contribute  as  much 
towards  propagation,  cure  the  mofl  obftinate 
feminai  gleet  in  men,  as  well  as  the  equivalent 
v/eaknelTes  in  women,  at  leaft  as  much  (if  not 
more)  than  all  the  boalled  relloratives  of  mxO- 
dern  quackery. 

With  this  gentle,  eafy,  though  effectual  me- 
thod, the  mofl  malignant  virulent  gonorrhoea 
may  be  removed,  and  all  other  evil  confequences 
prevented;  (provided,  the  antifpafm^odic  powder 
and  the  antacrid  injection  are  immediately  ap- 
plied) and  thereby  prevent  fhankers,  priapifm, 
chordee,  bubo,  fwelled  teflicles,  &c.  and  the 
whole  train  of  evil  confequences.  But  v/hen  thefe, 
or  any  of  thefe,  actually  appear,  they  mufl  be 
got  rid  of ;  and  neceffarily  require  more  aid  than 
hitherto  given. 

In  the  firfl  place,  it  fometimes  happens  that 
the  feat  of  the  gonorrhoea  is  higher  up  in  the 
urethra,  than  an  injection  with  a  fyringe  in  the 
common  form  may  pofTibly  reach  ;  for  how  flrong 
foever  the  force  of  injection  may  be,  it  will  feldom 
or  never  reach  but  very  little  beyond  the  pipe 
of  the  fyringe  :  But  when  the  feat  of  the  clap 
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is  thus  high  up  in  the  urethra,  it  is  not  natural^ 
from  the  firil  infection;  at  leaft  I  never  met  with 
it,  unlefs  they  had  been  quacked  with,  and  an 
ulceration  brought  on  in  thofe  parts  by  injudi- 
cious treatment.  However,  when  it  is  actually 
beyond  the  reach  of  common  injection,  what  is 
to  be  done  ?  In  this  cafe  I  have  made  ufe  of  a 
flexible  catheter,  contrived  in  fuch  a  manner  as 
to  fix  it  to  the  fyringe*,  and  thus  I  have  admini- 
ilered  the  injection  with  the  defired  fuccefs.  The 
flexible  catheter  for  fuch  purpofes  fhould  be  as 
flender,  as  limber,  and  as  fmooth  as  poffible. 
When  however,  either  from  neglect  or  ill  treat- 
ment, the  urethra  is  filled  with  carnoiities,  or 
callofities,  even  fo  as  to  obftruct  the  urine,  and 
that  it  fhould  be  abfolutely  neceffary  to  have 
bougies,  I  fay  abfolutely,  for  unlefs  the  carnofities 
are  callous,  and  the  paiTage  choaked  up,  fo  as  to 
make  it  difficult  for  the  flexible  catheter  to  be  in- 
troduced, or  that  a  catheter  is  not  to  be  had,  in 
fuch  cafes,  I  here- give  the  method  to  make  bou- 
gies, that  have  greatly  the  advantage  to  thofe 
commonly  made  ufe  of. 

To -make  Bougies. 

Candelas  Medicas  Fabricare. 

Recipe  emplafiri  mercurialis  uncias  duas  •,  lace  a  optima 
pulverata  drachma  dimidium  terehinthince  'venet^ 
drachmam  unam  \  mercurii  dulcis  fexies  fublimati  et 
more pr^fcripto  pr^eparati  drachmas  duas -^  mercurii 
corrojivi  ruhri  eodem  modo  praparati  fcrupulum 

*  Sec  the  fifth  plate. 
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unum ;  lent  igne  Uqueiiat  terehinthina^  et  laced 
inje^fd  coeant  •,  proxime  emplafirum  adde^  pqflremb 
mer  curium  dulcem  corrqfivo  mi  ft  urn,  Mifceantur 
vmnia  probe  agttando^  ne  feparatio  contingat^  et 
miftura  fervidafiat  empyreumate  vitato^i 

.  Deniqtie  ajfumantur  panni  lint ei  .tenues  decern 
tirciter  pollices  longi  duojque  lati  in  cylindrosJeviter 
convoluti.  Bos  in  miftura^  (defpumatd  ut  huUa 
tollantur)  adhuc  calente  immerge^  ita  ut  extrahas 
ah  una  latere  tantum  a  liquore  tunicatos.  Pannis 
frigefaElis^  fmgulijuxta  longitudinem  in  fex  partes 
^equates  accurate  fecentur^  quarum  unaquceque  ad 
alteram  extremitatem  pyramidata  Juper  marmor 
politum  {et  fapone  delinitum)  digilis  prime ^  d'einde 
vpe  corporis  cujufpiam  duri  et  lavis^  ficuti  vitri 
vel  fpatula^  l^c.  convohenda  informam  idoneam, 
ita  ut  fuperficiem  hah  eat  belle  complanatam.  Ex^ 
perientid  opus  eft  tum  refpe'Bu  fpijfitudinis^ .  turn 
caloris  miftur^^  ut  jiant  candel^e  concinn'^e  l^eves 
et  ad  normam  exa5f^, 

Thefeare  the  beft  bougies  I  know  of;  for 
befides  that  they  are  effedual  in  corfeding  the 
acrimony,  in  reducing  fungoiities,  and  to  heal 
the  mofl  inveterate  exulceration,  they  are  never- 
thelefs  gentle  and  void  of  Simulation,  and  not 
liable  to  attack  the  found  parts.  The  fhell-lac 
and  turpentine  are  requifite  to  give  the  compo- 
iition  a  tenacity,-  and  the  fmall  quantity  of  red 
precipitate  lofes  its  efcharotic  quality  entirely, 
from  its  being  fo  very  finely  prepared,  and  fo 
intimately  intermixed  with  the  whole,  yet  will 
effed:ually  attack  the  callolities,  if  there  be  any, 
without  attacking  the  found  parts. 
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However,  in  regard  to  bougies,  I  have  this 
obfervation  to  make,  that  the  mofl  innocent,  or 
the  belt  that  poffibly  can  be  made,  fhouid  never 
be  employed  unlefs  abfolutely  neceffary ;  and 
they  fhouid  be  left  off  as  foon  as  the  obftacle  is 
removed ;  as  they  are  liable  to  leave  a  weaknefs 
behind  from  the  continual  dilation  they  muft 
needs  occalion. 

Thefe  kind  of  gonorrhoeas  are  of  a  very  ftub- 
born  nature,  as  we  have  before  confidered ;  for 
where  they  have  formed  iinuoiities  into  various 
parts,  but  particularly  in  the  prollate,  the  de- 
ferentia,  and  velicule  feminales,  bougies  can  do 
but  very  little  fervice.  Here  I  have  however 
fucceeded  to  admiration  with  the  injediion  by  the 
flexible  catheter;  and  relieved  patients  v/ho  have 
been  afflidied  with  grievous  complaints,  even  for 
years,  though  falivated  more  than  once.  In  this 
cafe,  and  fimilar  ones,  bleeding  or  purging  may  be 
highly  proper,  according  to  the  conftitution  or 
habit  of  the  patient  :  Not  with  the  view  of  eva- 
cuating the  virus,  but  to  abforb  the  more  of  the 
inje6:ion,  that  the  particles  of  the  calomel  may  pe- 
netrate into  the  fiflulcus  canals ;  which  it  adiually 
will,  when  a  revulfion  of  humours  is  caufed  either 
by  purging  or  bleeding,  or  other  methods,  and  thus 
do  much  good ;  taking  care,  at  the  fame  time,  to 
guard  the  blood  with  proper  medicines.  A  purge 
for  that  purpofe  may  be  as  follows : 
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A    Purge. 

Catharticum. 

Recipe  puheris  radicis  jalapii  ftfquifcrupulum  \ 
(phis  aut  minus)  ?nercurii  dulcis  fexies  fublmati 
grana  tria^  olei  anififive  mentha  piperitidis  gut t as 
duas.  Fiat  fecimdum  art  em  cumfyrupi  halfamici 
quantitate  fufficiente^  bolus  aut  hauftus^  ad  libitum^ 

'  But  where  the  habit  will  admit,  the  following 
pills  are  of  fingular  fervice^  in  fuch  and  various 
other  cafes ;  they  are  alfo  a  very  convenient  me- 
dicine to  the  patient. 

Cathartic    Pills. 

Pilule   Cathartic^.' 

Recipe  gummi  gambogi^^  facchari  purijicati^  Jingulo- 
rum  drachmam  unam 'i  met  cur  ii  dulcis  fexies  fuh- 
Umati  fcrupuhan  unum  \  olei  cinnamomi  guttas 
duas,  Mifce^  fiat  pulvis  f uh tilts ^  denique  cum 
paululo  aqua  formentur  inde  pilule  quadraginta^ 
involvendte  in  pulvere  cinnabaris  fa5litii  puri  la- 
gati, 

Thefe  pills  are  excellent  in  them/elves ;  parti- 
cularly for  fluggilh  conllitutions,  and  where  the 
body  is  abfolutely  required  to  be  kept  open. 
They  are  a  fafe  and  powerful  anthelminthic  for 
children,  and  highly  beneficial  in  the  cachexy; 
they  are  moil  excellent  fcourers  to  that  clafs  of 
patients,  who  have  no  other  notion  of  temperance 
than  what  they  are  forced  to  by  drugs ;  for  thefe 
Z  2  pills 
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pills  will  be  very  adtive  when  firfl  admitted  into 
the  maw  of  a  glutton,  clear  the  houfe  at  both 
doors  of  all  the  evil  fpirits,  and  impofe  health 
upon  the  brute,  whether  he  will  or  not;  but 
particularly  in  the  cafe  we  were  jull  now  men- 
tioning, and  all  ftrumatic  evils  of  the  fame  na- 
ture, though  otherwife  fituated. 

The  bafis  of  the  compofition  is  this;  thefugar 
diftributes  the  cathartic  particles  of  the  gamboge, 
by  which  means  a  lefs  quantity  does ;  the  calo- 
mel is  a  corredior  of  acrimony;  the  oil  of  cinna- 
mon corrects  the  griping  ;  and  the  rolling  them 
in  cinnabar,  is  to  proted:  the  ilomach  from  an 
immediate  naufea.  I  have  ufed  them  with  lin- 
gular fervice,  particularly  in  the  army  and  at 
fea ;  as  well  to  thofe  who  were  adually  fick  as 
to  thofe  who  had  a  fancy,  without  caufe,  to  be 
on  the  lift  as  fuch.  But  to  go  on ;  when  the  pa- 
tient in  the  above  circumftances  is  emaciated,  fe- 
verilh,  or  of  an  acrimonious  habit,  I  would  by 
all  means  abftain  from  bleeding,  and  all  violent 
evacuations ;  for  with  a  little  patience,  and  pro- 
per regimen,  the  injed:ion  and  the  antifpafmodic 
powder  will  do  as  much  as  any  other  method  that 
I  can  poflibly  recommend  with  any  certainty  and 
fafety. 

Sometimes  the  neck  of  the  bladder,  and  even 
the  bladder  itfelf,  contains  the  feat  of  the  go- 
norrhceal  grievance ;  in  which  cafe,  I  have  no- 
thing better  to  recommend  than  the  injedtion 
with  the  flexible  catheter. 

In  like  manner,  if  the  uterus  fhould  be  ul- 
cerated, occafioned  either  by  the  barbarous  hands 
of  midwives,  or  inftruments  of  murder  fometimes 

ufed 
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ufed  in  midwifery,  or  proceeding  from  other 
caufes,  this  injection  is  the  moil  effedtual  to  re- 
pair the  injury.  But  that  fuch  injedion  may  be 
done  more  effedtually,  I  offer  a  fyringe  of  a  pe- 
culiar form,  copied  after  nature ;  as  fuch  a  one 
mud  appear  obvious  to  common  fenfe,  to  be  fu- 
perior  to  the  cuilomary  trifling  inventions  of  little 
effect.  For  fince  the  injection  reaches  very  little 
farther  than  the  inftrument,  in  the  vsgina,  as  well 
as  in  the  urethra  in  man  ;  it  follows  that  if  the 
injection  muft  touch  the  lacuna,  within  the  rugse, 
or  come  to  the  os  uteri  externum,  it  is  requiiite 
the  vagina  Ihould  be  fomewhat  diftended;  more- 
over, if  an  injection  in  the  uterus  is  needful,  it 
becomes  requiiite  to  make  the  inftrument  reach 
to  the  OS  uteri,  otherwife  it  is  ineffectual. 

Before  we  leave  the  fubject  relating  to  the 
gonorrhoea,  and  all  purulent  difcharges,  I  mult 
obferve,  that  the  injection  ihould,  by  all  means, 
be  nothing  but  calomel  and  water ;  and  I  iniift 
upon  it,  there  is  not  an  addition  of  any  thing 
whatever,  but  what  becomes  detrimental,  or  takes 
away  from  its  efficacy.  And  I  think  it  neceffary 
to  add,  that  thofe  who  fuppofe  that  this  injection 
acts  as  an  aitringent,  are  very  much  miilaken.  I 
recommend  it  from  experience,  and  I  am  fo  con- 
fident in  what  I  fay,  that  whoever  ihould  oppofe 
its  being  introduced  into  general  practice  as  here 
directed,  for  the  benefit  of  mankind,  I  cannot 
help  thinking  that  they  either  muil  be  actuated 
by  ignorance  and  prejudice,  or  by  a  far  worfe 
motive,  that  of  malice,  and  the  preying  on  the 
credulity  and  ignorance  of  mankind. 
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To  conclude,  I  have  this  dkection  in  general 
to  give  in  regard  to  injections  with  this  compo- 
fition.     Let  this  injection  be  ufed  three  times  a 
day,  till  the  difcharge  becomes  thick  and  ropy, 
which  it  will  very  foon  (in  fomiC  fubjects,  I  have 
feen  tliis  change  in  twenty-four  hours)  then  let 
it  be  done  twice  a  day,  morning  and  night,  till 
the  m^atter  lofes  fomewhat  of  its  yellow  hue  and 
becomes  whitifb,  more  ropy  and  lefs  in  quantity; 
once  every  morning  will  then  fufhce,  till  the  mat- 
ter becomes  tranfparent,    and   appears  only  in 
finall  filaments  in  the  urine ;  when  every  other 
or  third  morning  is  enough  till  all  difappears. 
This  relates  only  to  a  long  Handing  gonorrhoea  ; 
for  in  re'cent  cafes,  if  taken  in  time,  and  tempe- 
rance obferved,  the  cure  by  this  method  may  be 
performed  in  eight  or  ten  days ;  very  rarely  lon- 
ger, unlefs  by  ill  conduct,  but  generally  in  lefs 
time :   I  have  had  many  patients  cured  to  all  in- 
tents and  purpofes  of  a  moll  virulent  clap  in  five 
or  fix  days;  and  others  who  have  taken  it  in  time, 
in  twenty-four  hours.  Bathing  contributes  greatly 
to  the  cure ;  which,  with  an  abftemious  regimen, 
is  the  moit  efiTential  towards  preventing  infiam- 
mation  and  the  fpreading  of  the  virus ;  purging 
and  bleeding  however,  in  a  recent  clap,  ferves 
only  to  infufe  the  infection  into  the  whole  animal 
fyftem. 
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The  CURE  of  SHANKERS  and  VENE- 
REAL EXULCERATIONS  in  general, 

IN  regard  to  ihankers,  if  the  injection  is  ap- 
plied at  the  commencement  of  the  gonorrhoea, 
they  will  perfectly  be  prevented  from  making 
their  appearance.  But  if  they  actually  appear, 
particularly  if  they  are  inveterate,  and  have  been 
{o  for  any  time,  they  may  require  fome  farther 
afiifiance' to  facilitate  their  cure;  though  in  fact 
it  is  feldom,  but  that  the  compofition  of  calomel 
and  water  will  be  fuiiicient.  What  Ihankers  are 
in  general  I  have  explained  in  its  proper  place. 

1  Ihall  only  obferve,  that  I  am  happy  to  think, 
the  method  I  here  offer  for  the  cure  of  thefe 
unwelcome  gueils,  is  fully  as  concife  and,  as 
effectual  as  in  the  foregoing. 

The  phimofis  which  attends  the  gonorrhoea, 
proceeds  either  from  concealed  ihankers,  or  it  will 
undoubtedly  produce  them.  Poultices  and  fteep- 
ing  in  milk,  or  fom.entations  for  that  purpofe,  are 
meer  nonfenfe;  and  the  injecting  between  the 
prepuce  and  glans,  v^ith  fliarp  folutions,  as 
white  vitriol,  Roman  vitriol,  &c.  ferve  only  to 
increafe  the  evil.  The  injection  however  above 
defcribed  will  foon  correct  the  acrimony,  fo  as  to 
reduce  the  phlegofis  of  the  prepuce,  that  the 
glans  may  be  uncapped,  fo  that  the  nature  and 
feat. of  the  fhankers  may  be  examined  into^^ 

Let  them  be  where  they  will,  and  ever  fo 
malignant,  there  is  no  neceffity  for  lunar  cauftic, 
Roman  vitriol,  or  other  efcharotics  -,  furgery  fuc- 

Z  4  ceeds 


344  The  Cure  of  the 

ceeds  at  all  times  better  without  them,  but  efpe- 
cially  here,  they  are  abominable.  And  all  digefr 
tives,  &c.  are  equally  abfurd  and  ufelefs. 

I  ihall  here  prefent  the  reader  with  a  cerate, 
which  will  anfwer  all  the  indication  a  furgeon 
maypoffibly  wilh  for  ;  not  only  in  ihankers,  but 
in  exulcerations  of  whatever  kind,  and  of  what- 
ever magnitude  or  malignity ;  by  virtue  of  its 
antacrid,  detergent,  and  epulotic  qualities. 

Antacrid    Cerate; 

Ceratum  contra  Acrimoniam. 

^<  ^ecipe  mercurii  corrofivi  ruhri  femunciam  -,  mercurii 
dulcis  '  fexies  fuhlimati  uncias  duas  \  fac chart  fa- 
turni  unciam  unam  \  cer^  alhie  uncias  quatuor  % 
clei  oUvarum  optimi  uncias  fex  •,  ejjentia  bergamot 
guttas  viginti,  L^vigetur  mercurius  dulcis  cor- 
rojivo  miftus  fuper  rnarmor  planum  cum  paululo 
(K^ua^  ut  fiat  pulvis  fuhtiliffmus  ,  exjicca^  mifce 
cum  fac  char  0  fat  urni^  iterumque  lavigetur,  Li- 
quefiat  cera  cum  oleo  igne  leni^  infperge  puhcrem^ 
adde^effentiam^  et  agitentur  fimul  omnia  donee  fri^ 
gefcat  ceratwn^ 

Among  the  various  falves,  plaifters,  and  ce- 
rates which  hitherto  either  have  been  kept  as 
fpecific  fecrets,  or  publifhed  for  the  benefit  of 
mankind,  for  exulcerations,  or  cutaneous  dif- 
orders,  under  what  denomination  foever,  this 
cerate  will  fubftirute  the  place  of  them  all.  It 
is  needlefs  to  mention  particulars  here  concerning 
its  extenfive  virtues  in  every  malady  which  the 
venereal  virus,  or  any  other  acrimony  may  give 
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birth  to,  whether  exulcerations,  or  cutaneous  erup- 
tions, as  have  been  before  defcribed ;  this,  and 
this  only,  is  the  beft  application  to  perform  all 
we  can  pofTibly  wifh  from  an  external  medicine. 
I  have  therefore  only  this  to  add,  that  it  may 
be  applied  without  any  reftraint  or  regard  to  the 
parts  afFedted,  a  capite  ad  calcem,  either  by 
rubbing  it  on  the  fkin  in  cutaneous  diforders  in 
general,  or  by  a  pledge  applied  with  lint ;  in 
all  which  cafes^  I  would  have  recourfe  to  this 
cerate  alone. 


The  CURE  of  the  PHIMOSIS,  PARAPHI- 
MOSIS, CHORDEE,  and  PRIAPISM. 

HAVING  conlidered  the  nature  of  thefe  evils 
in  the  ^etiological  inquiry,  I  fhall  omit  a 
repetition  of  it  here.  Suffice  it,  that  the  venereal 
virus  being  introduced  into  particular  parts,  oc- 
cafions  thefe  evils. 

When  the  phimolis,  or  paraphimofis,  is  oc- 
calioned  from  open  ulcerations ;  the  evil  will 
certainly  be  removed  beyond  all  doubt,  by  the 
foregoing  medicines  :  But  fometimes  the  virus 
is  imprifoned  in  the  lymphatic  velTels  in  the 
prsepuce;  there  forming  gummata,  or  phymata, 
or  chordlike  calloiities,  which  require  other  aids 
than  have  been  hitherto  given.  In  fuch  cafes, 
crude  mercury  has  the  preference  to  the  other 
preparations,  from  its  volatile  quality  ;  having  a 
fuperior  power  of  penetrating  the  pores  of  the 
^in.  We  muft  therefore  have  recourfe  to  a  mer- 
curial 
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curial    ointment,  and  other  preparations  where 
crude  mercury  is  concerned. 

In  thefe  I  differ  nothing  materially  from  thofe 
in  the  difpenfatory,  except  the  Venice  turpentine, 
•  or  balfam  of  fulphur;  for  though  it"" divides  more 
eafily  the  particles  of  the  miercury,  yet  I  am  ap- 
prehenfive  that  it  deftroys  the  volatile  quality  ' 
thereof,  (which  here  is  the  material  object)  and 
from  its  iiimulus  is  liable  to  caufe  inflammation. 

Mercurial  Ointment*. 

Unguentum  Mercct rials. 

Recipe  axungi^  porcine  cur  at  ^e  et  lot^e  lihram  unam 
argenti  vivi  purijicaii  femil\bram^  emplafiri  dia- 
hylon  di5fi  (jamjam  defcribendi)  drachmas  anas* 
Ope  emplafiri^  cum  paululo  axu7igi£  mifti^  trltu- 
retur  ^argentum  vivum  donee  glohuli  ontnes  evane- 
fcants  deinde  adde  a%ungia  reliquum  probe  mifcens, 
adjinem  adjicere  poteris  olei  rbodii  guttam  unam 
(lut  alteram^  aut  effentia  lergarnot  tantillum. 

Diachylon   Plaister. 
Emplastrum  Diachylon.    ' 

'Recipe  olei  olivarum  lihras  quatuor^  lithargyri 
fefquilibram. 

L^vigetur  Uthargyrus  fuper  inarmor  cum  aqud^ 
turn  coque  cum  oleo  et  aqu^e  exiguo  fuper  ignem 
lenem  perpetuo  mon^ens  donee  oleum  et  Uthargyrus 
perfe^e  coeant  emplaftrique  craffitudinem  haheant, 

*  Mercurial  ointment  affords  another  prefervative  againfl 
venereal  infection,  by  rubbing  a  little  of  it  on  the  groins, 
&c,  after  impure  coition. 

Mer- 
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Mercurial  Plaister. 

Emplastrum  Mercuriale. 
Recipe  emplnftri  diachylon  lihram  unam^  argentl 
vivi  purificati  femilibrcmt.  "Trituretur  argentiim 
<vivum  cum  exigud  quantitate  unguenti  nuper  de- 
fcripti  donee  omnes  eva?icfcant  globulin  deinde  em- 
plafiro  immifce  cum  paudulo  aqu^  liquefatlo^  bene 
commovens  donee  cotant. 

Extract  of  Lead. 
Ext  actum  Saturni. 
Recipe  lithargyri  optime  Uvigati  libram  unam 
aceti  vinofi  opt  inn  libras  qtiatuor^  {menfurd), 
Digerantur  per  aliquod  tempiis^  deinde  ccquendo 
et  commovsndo  quantum  fieri  pcteft  folvatur  li- 
thargyrus^  co5fionem  continuans  donee  extradium 
fyrupi  crajfitiidtnem  habeat.  Si  lithargyro  ad 
funditm  manenii  novum  apponas  acetum^  opera- 
tionem  repetenclo  extra^i  additamentnm  habebis. 

The  mei'curial  ointment,  fparingiy  rubbed  on 
the  tumefied  parts  that  are  knott}^  or  ilrins;?,  is 
generally  fufiicient  to  make  them  yield '  and 
difperfe ;  and  far  fuperior  to  poultices^  unlefs 
where  fome  of  the  unction  is  intermixed  with 
them,  and  with  that  addition  poultices  are  indeed 
very  potent. 

The  paraphimofis,  as  before  obferved,  has 
fometimes  a  very  angry  afped:;  when  it  has  from 
the  beginning  i3een  neglected,  or  injudicioufly 
treated  ;  however,  in  its  greateft  fury  it  will  yield 
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Antiphlogistic    Liniment. 

LiNlMENTUM      AnTIPHLOGISTICUM. 

Recipe  extra^i  faturni-,  unguenti  cum  mercurio^ 
cerati  contra  acrimoniam^  fingulorum  ponder  a. 
aqualia.      Probe  mifceantur  Juper  marmor  aut 


This  liniment  fpread  on  lint,  and  wrapped 
round  the  paraphimoiis  and  glans,  will  have 
an  excellent  eiFed: ;  and  will  even  conquer  a 
gangrene  itfelf.  For  belides  the  effedts  of  the 
antacrid  cerate  and  the  mercurial  ointment^  the 
fedative  quality  of  the  lead  contributes  greatly 
to  the  fiaccidity  of  the  conflrid:ed  fibres  of  the 
nerves.  Though  this  is  a  moft  powerful  an- 
tiphlogiftic  or  anti-inflammatory  liniment;  yet 
I  would  advife  it  to  be  ufed  with  moderation;, 
particularly,  on  account  of  the  lead,  which  I  am 
always  fufpicious  of,  unlefs  it  is  in  no  greater 
quantity  than  what  the  tone  m.ay  be  recovered 
to  expel  it  again.  In  flight  cafes  the  antacrid 
cerate  will  be  fuflicient ;  but  this  liniment  may 
be  made  weaker,  and  particularly  with  vinegar, 
which,  with  a  little  trouble,  foon  intermixes, 
and  maks  an  excellent  application  for  all  kinds 
of  external  inflammations,  proceeding  either 
from  fcalding,  burning,  or  the  eryfipelas,  &c. 

The  chordee  is  foon  fubdued  by  the  above 
injection,  particularly  if  recent,  and  the  caufe 
within  the  contact  of  the  injection.  But  it 
will  fometimes  happen,  that  this  chordee  will 
be  obftinate  for  a  while,  when  the  virus  is 
imprifoned^   fo^    that    the  medicine  muft  have 

fome 
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fome  circumvolutions,  before  it  can  arrive  im- 
mediately at  the  evil ;  in  this  cafe,  a  little 
mercurial  ointment  rubbed  externally,  for  fome 
time,  will  effect  the  purpofe.  A  mercurial  plaif- 
ter  fpread  upon  leather,  laid  externally  where 
the  place  of  the  chordee  is,  and  extended  to 
the  perinasum,  together  with  the  injection,  will 
foon  remove  the  complaint. 

When  however  the  tumefad:ion  of  the"  prae- 
puce,  or  the  labia  of  the  pudenda  muliebria 
are  cedematous,  (which  is  very  feldom  the  cafe, 
except  in  very  leucophlegmatic  habits,  or  in 
emaciated  conftitutions)  the  before  mentioned 
medicines  will  want  an  additional  Itimulus  and 
volatility,  to  make  the  mercury  penetrate,  in  or- 
der to  become  more  effectual. 

Volatile  Mercurial  Liniment. 

LiNiMENTUM  Volatile  cum  Mercuric. 

Recipe  unguenti  cum  mercurio  unciam  unam^  olei 
ex  radice  fajfafras  guttas  viginti^  camphors 
fcrupulum  unum^  fpintus  volatilis  falls  ammo- 
niaci  femunciam. 

In  pulverem  fubtiUffmium^  ope  guttulde  aut 
amplius  fpiritus  vinqfi-^  redrgatur  camphor  a ; 
dein  adde  oleum ^  pfteaque  unguentum  ;  quihus 
in  unum  corpus  redaifis^  gradatim  injice  fpiritum 
volatilem  ut  fiat  linimentum. 

This  linim.ent  will  fpeedily  reduce  cedematous 
fwellings,  and  be  of  fmgular  fervice  in  many- 
other  cafes,  as  we  Ihall  hereafter  mention. 

Apri- 
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A  priapifm^  in  ordinary  cafes,  will  fubfide 
equally  Vvith  other  inflammatory  fymptoms;  but 
when  it  is  violent,  and  has  an  univerfal  in- 
flammatory conilriction,  and  the  confent  of  the 
whole  nervous  fyftem  for  its  foundation,  it  muft 
have  more  aid  than  what  can  be  given  from 
external  application.  Bleeding  here  is  requiiite, 
and  may  be  fafely  undertaken  in  plethoric  habits ; 
but  in  this  cafe  the  antifpafmodic  powders  Ihould 
not  at  all  events  be  omitted,  as  thereby  the 
mafs  of  blood  is  faved  from  an  univerfal  infec- 
tion ;  which  bleeding  will  ever  expofe  a  pa- 
tient to.  Clyfters  are  alfo  in  this  cafe  of  fer- 
vice,  as  therby  the  fyftem  will  become  re- 
duced, and  a  revullion  promoted;  this,  toge- 
ther with  an  abftemious  regim.en,  and  the  ap- 
plication of  the  antiphlogiftic  liniment,  cannot 
fail  of  fuccefs,  unlefs  death  is  beforehand  with 
ikill. 


THE    CURE    OF    A   BUBO. 

jr*!"^  I  S  feldom  a  bubo  appears  immediately 
I  on  impure  coition,  unlefs  from  a  fup- 
prelTed  gonorrhoea ;  which  is  either  occaiioned 
from  bleeding,  purging,  or  other  improper  pro- 
ceedings, as  has  already  been  enquired  into. 
But  let  what  will  be  the  caufe,  Vv^hen  a  bubo 
appears,  the  patient  is  on  the  brink  of  an  uni- 
verfal infection.  If  the  foregoing  method  is 
obferved  in  a  recent  clap,  a  bubo  will  never 
appear  from  thence;  but  when  it  has  actually 
appeared,  it  muft  be  got  rid  of.  If  taken 
,    4  in 
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in  time,  the  talk  is  very  eafy.  'A  mercurial 
plaifter  upon  leather,  the  bignefs  of  a  crown, 
applied  to  the  groin,  the  hair  previouily  Ihorn 
away,  and  the  pare  rubbed  with  fome  mercu- 
rial ointment,  will  fettle  the  whole  in  a  very 
fhort  time,  particularly  if  the  antifpafmodic 
powders  are  made  ufe  of;  or  to  facilitate  it,  a 
purge  is  adminftered.  But  when  the  inflam- 
mation is  already  arrived  to  a  conliderable  height, 
fo  that  the  formation  of  matter  is  expected, 
the  following  poultice  m.ay  be  applied  with 
great  advantage. 

An    Emmollient   and  Antacrid   Poultice. 

Cataplasma  contra  Acrimoniam  Emolliens. 

Recipe  cataplafmatis  ex  la5le  et  -pane  confetti  femi- 
lihram^  liniminti  antiphlogiftici  femunciam  ; 
mifce, 

Inguini  applicetur  tepidum  ter  dedieyftcque  hrevi 
certior  eris  difperfio  an  fuppuratio  eveniet. 

But  if  matter  is  actually  formed,  it  Ihould  be 
opened,  but  not  too  haftily  ;  and  if  opened,  the 
gentle  dreffings  with  the  antacrid  cerate  will 
be  fufficient ;  but  wdth  the  recommended  ap- 
plication, an  effectual  difperiion  will  generally 
be  the  cafe,  and  ihould  at  all  times  be  the 
fole  object  in  view.  The  common  method  of 
treating  a  bubo,  has  been  the  moft  irrational 
poffible,  and  diametrically  oppofite  to  a  cura- 
tive indication ;  the  endeavour  to  bring  it  to 
a  fpeedy  fuppuration,  with  an  intent  to  draw 
the  venereal    virus  from   the    whole    body,    is 

exactly 
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exactly  as  rational,  as  in  cafe  of  fire^  to  huvn 
a  whole  ftreet  with  a  view  to  fave  the  city, 
by  drawing  the  fire  from  all  parts  to  the  place 
of  conflagration;  and  the  fuccefs  is  exactly 
alike  in  both  :  And  Til  venture  to  fay,  that 
the  greateft  number  of  the  poxed,  have  been^ 
plunged  into  this  malady  by  fuch  mad  pro- 
ceeding ;  particularly  if  it  is  farther  aggrieved 
by  cauftics,  and  kept  open  againft  all  reafon 
and  nature.  What  the  nature  of  a  bubo  is^ 
I  have  fufficiently  defcribed  before ;  it  is  need- 
lefs  therefore  to  repeat  it,  and  whoever  will 
let  their  reafon  overcome  their  prejudice,  will 
fufficiently  be  convinced,  that  the  above  com- 
parifon  is  juft.  Extinguifhing  the  fire  muft  not 
be  attempted  by  increafing  the  flames,  and  the 
venereal  virus,  exactly  like  fire,  iliould  be  anni- 
hilated wherever  it  can  poffibly  be  attacked. 
Nature  and  art  differ  greatly  in  this  refpect  ; 
the  wind  may  poffibly  drive  the  fire  this  or 
that  way,  and  perhaps  in  our  favour  too ;  but 
if  we  mean  to  extinguifh  it,  our  bufinefs  ig 
to  oppofe  it  with  water,  wherever  it  is  expofed 
to  our  attack  ;  and  fo  with  the  virus,  nature 
may  endeavour  to  throw  it  on  this  or  that 
part,  but  our  buiinefs  is  to  deftroy  the  virus 
wherever  we  can  act  upon  it.  Whilft  there- 
fore the  medicines  here  recommended  difperfe 
the  bubo,  they  deftroy  the  virus  at  the  fame 
time;  on  which  bafis  the  difperfion  fhould  depend. 
This  differs  widely  from  repellents,  where  the 
virus  is  only  tranfpofed  ;  whilft  by  bleeding, 
and  purging,  without  the  affiftance  of  mercury, 
(the  only  antidote)  the  virus  is  only  tranfpofed 

.from 
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from  place  to  place.  For  my  own  part  I  am 
fo  fully  convinced  of  the  efficacy  of  the  iimple 
method  laid  down,  I  will  venture  to  fay  that 
of  a  thoufahd  buboes,  fcarce  one  needs  be 
opened  ;  and  that  one  too,  mud  have  been  neg- 
ledted  before  proper  remedy  were  applied. 

The  peftilential  bubo  we  have  here  no  bu-' 
linefs  with  ;  I  have  reafon  to  hope  however, 
that  from  the  knowledge  of  the  good  efficacy 
of  mercury,  in  the  prefent  ftate  of  phyfic,  we 
Ihall  for  the  future  have  little  to  fear  from 
that  dire  calamity. 

As  to  the  fcrophulous  bubo,  it  w'ill  always  yield 
to  the  cataplafm  before  mentioned,  as  much  as  to 
any  other  medicine  whatever;  but  in  general  the 
mercurial  plaifter  will  be  fufficient ;  the  oedema- 
tous  as  W'cll  as  the  fchirrhous,  will  find  the  volatile 
mercurial  liniment  a  powerful  autagonifl.  But 
with  all  thefe  ftubborn  tumours  it  fhould  be 
obferved,  that  according  to  the  time  they  have 
been  forming,  and  in  proportion  to  the  habit 
wherein  they  relide,  time  is  alfo  required  for 
their  removal.  And  that  the  gentle  methods 
in  thefe  evils,  as  well  as  all  others,  are  the 
mofl  eflfeOiual,  I  Ihali  prove  to  fatisfadion  here- 
after. 


The  Cure  of  the  HERNIA  HUMORALIS, 

or  swellp:d  testicles. 

r^l^  HIS  is  a  m.ore  difficult  tafk  than  any  hi- 

J^     therto  mentioned ;  for   fince  the  fituation 

ot  the  tefticles    is  fuch,    that  the  external    ap- 

A  a  plications 
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plications    cannot    immediately    penetrate    into 
them,  on  acccount  of  their  feparate  teguments  ; 
add  to  this  the   many  convolutions  of  the  ela- 
borate   tubuli   in   the  ~  texture  of  the    tefticles 
themfelves ;  this  cafe  fom.etim.es  requires  more 
internal  aid.       But  beiides    all  this,    what   has 
contributed    greatly    to    the    difficulties  in    the 
cure    of   this  cafe,    together   with    the   impro- 
per applications,    has    been  the   inattention    to 
the    fpermatic  veiTels  and  vafa  deferentia,    by 
which  the   tedicles   are    fufpended,    as  I    have 
before    demonftrated.        In    order  therefore  to 
lighten    the    burihen  of   the  tefticles,  that  the 
vafa  deferentia  may  not  be  ftrained,  and  there- 
by becom>e  irritated,   and  increafe  the  tumefac- 
tion,  a    fufpenforium  ihould  be  the  firft    con- 
fideration,    by  which  not  only  the  fcrotum   is 
fufpended,  but  the  application  had  recourfe  to, 
kept  better  on   the  parts.     For  this  purpofe    I 
have  contrived  a  bandage  though  iimple,    yet 
feemingly    to    tuq    the   beft    adapted    for   this 
purpofe  :  But   that   I   m.ay  not  be  too  tedious 
here,   1  have  delineated  it  in  Tab.  v.  w^here  the 
form,  together  with  the  explanation  of  it,  will 
at    firft  fight   be   eaiily  underftood.       If  afiift- 
ance  is  had  in  tim^e   to  the  fwelled  tefticle,    a 
m.ercurial  plaifter,    (and  a  purge,    if  need  re- 
quires) together  with  the  fufpenforium,  will  very 
foon  remove  this  painful  and  troublefome  comi- 
plaint.     If  this  however  feems  infuflicient,  and 
the  infxamuiiation  frill  continues,  we  are  obliged 
to  have  recourfe  to  other  aid.      And  here  it  is, 
where  cm.etics   may  prpve  of  fingular  benefit ; 
pa'Xicularly  if  combined  wkh   mercury,  or  by 
3  mercwy 
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mercury  itfelf ;  where  in  fome  conititutions  the 
turpith  in  three  .or  four  grains  may  to  ad- 
vantage be  given.  The  following  vomit  how- 
ever in  my  prodtice  I  have  generally  fucceded 
with,  and  it  appears  to  me  the  fafeft. 

A    Vomit. 

E  M  E  T  IC  UM« 

Recipe  pdver is  radicis  ipecamanha  jcfupuliim.unum\ 
mercurii  dulcis  fexies  fiihlimati  more  pr^fcripto 
prsparati  grana  quatuor  \  mifce.  Fiat  fecundtim 
arte}}!  holiis  aut  hauftus. 

This  vomit,  particularly  if  the   patient  has 
taken  fome  of  the  antifpafmodic  powders  before, 
will  not  fail  of  forcing  the  mercurial   particles 
throughout  the  whole   fyftem,  and  bringing  by 
the   emetic  ftraining,  the  whole  body  into  uni- 
verfal    perfpiration,    and   is   the  only    aperient 
medicine  in  fuch  cafes.     This  method,  together 
with    a    difcretionary  ufe  of  the  cathartic  pills, 
and  if  the   inflammation  is  great,  the  antacrid 
poultice,  or  the  antiphlogiftic  liniment  applied, 
will  fubdue  the  moft  ftubborn  flvelled  tefticle ; 
unlefs    indeed,    it  has   arrived    to   too   great   a 
iieight    before    proper   remedies  were    applied. 
If  there  is  an  actual  fluctuation  of  matter,  then 
it  is    but    reafonable    to    let   it    out,    with    an 
incifion-lancet  only ;  and  apply  dreffings  v/ith  the 
antacrid  cerate  ;  but  without  efcharotics,  or  tent- 
ings  of  any  kind  v/hatever. 

A  a  2  The 
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The  CurxE  of  VENEREAL,  and  EXCRES- 
CENCES in  general. 

VENEREAL  excrefcences  are  of  three 
kinds;  callous,  or  of  a  horny  texture;  car- 
cinomatous and  concealed  under  the  ikin ;  and 
laftly,  open  and  in  an  exulcerated  ftate.  Accord- 
ing to  thefe  diiferences,  they  vary  in  their  treat- 
ment ;  for  all  depends  on  the  immediate  ope- 
ration of  the  topic  applied  to  them.  Hence 
we  fee  that  in  regard  to  their  cure,  their  form 
is  of  little  iignification,  for  in  that,  chance, 
and  the  fituation  have  the  greatefl  Ihare. 

The  porri,  and  verucse,  if  the  fituation  ad- 
mits of  it,  may  with  fafety  be  fnipt  off  with  a 
pair  of  fciiFars  to  the  quick,  and  the  antacrid 
cerate  will  prove  fufhcient  for  the  cure ;  or  if 
their  baiis  leems  of  a  flubborn  nature,  the 
antiphlogiilic  •  liniment  may  be  Hill  more  ad- 
vantageous, particularly  if  there  is  any  inflam- 
mation attending  them. 

The  condylemata,  phymata,  gummata,  &c. 
are  much  of  one  nature,  and  the  {peedinefs  of 
their  cure  depends  entirely  on  the  introducing  the 
mercury.  Hence  the  volatile  liniment  will  in 
this  prove  efFediual,  and  particularly  if  a  little 
fublimate  mercury  be  previoully  diliblved  in  the 
volatile  fpirit  of  fal  armoniac ;  for  example, 
one  grain  of  the  liiblimate  to  an  ounce  of  the 
fpirit ;  and  in  this  treatment  I  have  fucceeded  to 
sdmirarion. 

The 
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The  fraga,  fici,  mora,  8rc.  if  they  are  open 
and  in  an  ulcerated  Itate,  the  antacrld  cerate, 
or  if  they  are  very  flubborn,  the  antiphlogif- 
tic  liniment  will  foon  fubdue  them;  and  in  a 
very  ihort  time  deftroy  their  foundation,  make 
them  fcale,  fall  off,  and  heal  up. 

In  regard  to  the  phagedenic  lotion,  the  an- 
timonial  butter,  the  lunar  cauflic,  the  ftrewing 
the  precipitate  on  them,  are  not  only  need- 
lefs,  but  ferve  to  give  the  patient  unneceflary 
pain.  The  ligatures  are  lliocking  remedies ;  and 
after  the  great  pain  given  to  the  patient,  with 
the  attending  inflammations,  and  even  the  riik 
ivhich  accompanies  fuch  fymptoms,  they  remove 
them  but  temperately,  and  the  excrefcences 
never  fail  of  fprouting  out  again  anew ;  lince  the 
roots  remain,  in  the  ilate  as  before.  Fumigations 
are  flill  more  hazardous,  and  I  will  take  upon 
me  to  afErm,  that  they  never  are  ufed  but 
with  the  greateit  injury  to  the  whole  conilitu- 
tion. 

Here  however   it  is  requfite  to  obferve,   that 
venereal    excrefcences  too   generally  difcover   a 
latent  pox  in  the  habit ;  external  remedies  there- 
fore  are  not   fufficient :    but    internal    remedies 
are  requiiite    in  order    to    clear  the    fyftem   of 
the  virus,  from  whence  fuch  excrefcences    are 
produced.     In  what  manner  this  is   beft  effedied 
I   Ihall  point  out  in    its    proper  place.     All    I 
would  here  mention   as   an   obfervation  of  con- 
fequence    is,    that   falivation,    as     many    have 
advifed,  is  not  only  needlefs  in  this  or  any  other 
ftate  whatever,  but  deferves  to    be  exploded  as 
pne  of  the   groffeft   errors,  ever  committed  in 
A  a  3  the 
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the  praftice  of  phyfic ;  and  as  fuch^  fogetltei;' 
with  cauilics,  efcharotics,  fumigations >  ligatures, 
&c.  fliould  for  ever  be  banilhed  from  the  heal- 
ing art,  by  every  good  and  judicious  man. 

in  regard  to  the  piles,  I  think  it  necelTary 
here  to  obferve,  that  am.ongft  all'  the  variety 
of  neitrurns  vvhich  have  been  given  as  reme- 
dies, and  the  many  more  eurious  than  true  dif- 
tindtions  of  thefe  excrefcences,  (if  I  may  fo  call 
them)  but  few  have  amounted  to  any  thing  be- 
neficial as  to  the  relief  of  the  patient.  What  they 
in  reality  are  1  have  enquired  into  before  ;  here  I 
ihall  only  treat  on  their  cure ;  and  this  is  per- 
formed with  as  much  eafe  as  truth,  with  the  an- 
tiphlogiftic  liniment ;  by  which  not  only  the  pain 
is  immediately  alleviated,  but  may  be  entirely 
annihilated ;  particularly  if  the  antacrid  tincture 
is  occalionally  given. 

And  lafdy,  the  fam.e  m.ethod  will  ever  hold 
good  in  other  excrefcences,  as  well  as  the  ve- 
nereal :  But  particularly  what  I  would  here 
hint  at,  is  the  yaws  amongfh  the  poor, negroes, 
I  have  cured  many  of  them  without  confining 
them  an  hour  from  their  buiinefs,  unlefs  ema- 
ciated by  the  diforder  itfelf;  and  never  made 
a  jot  diitindion  betwixt  that  and  the  confirmed 
lues;  for  thcugh  the  caufes  differ,  yet  the 
effects  are  the  fame.  Such  are  the  fimple  me- 
thods, though  fully  fufHcient  to  remove  the 
com. plaints  and  diforders  proceeding  from  the 
firfl  infedion  in  general  :  And  the  earlier  ap- 
plied the  eafier  the  malady  is  removed,  and  others 
m.orc  dire  prevented.  The  antifpnfmodic  pov,  der, 
tcrrether   with   an  abftemicus  regimen,    will  at 

all 
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all  times  (if  properly  regulated)  deflroy  the 
acrimony,  lubdue  the  inflammation  in  the  fyf- 
tem,  whilft  the  other  remedies  will  effedt  the 
fame  externally ;  and  perform  all  we  can  hopa 
and  wilh  for. 


C     H     A     P.     VII. 


The  Cure  of  the  Second  InfeBion. 

^r^HOUGH  the  talk  is  infinitely  more 
^  difficult  to  eradicate  the  venereal  virus 
from  the  fyftem  when  the  malady  has  introduced 
itfelf  into  the  whole  animal  fabric,  than  when 
it  is  barely  local  and  confined  to  particular  parts; 
yet  I  abhor  the  coticn  of  all  harlli  and  defperate 
means,  though  handed  dov^^n  from  father  to 
fon ;  and  I  flatter  m3^felf  that  every  fenfible 
man,  on  refiedtion,  muft  be  of  my  way  of 
thinking. 

When  the  body  is  emaciated,  it  is  a  wrong- 
time  to  trouble  the  confufed  ceconomxy  with  ad- 
ditional torments ;  but  enough  of  this  at  pre- 
fent  ;  I  have  fully  explained  my  fentiments  on 
that  head  in  the  foregoing.  I  w^ili  therefore 
proceed  to  the  falutary  method  itfelf. 

The  principal  objed:,  is  to  correct  the  acri- 
mony; or  the  virus  which  is  ingrafted  in  the 
itamina  and  fluids  of  the  whole  compofition  ; 
this  muft  be  done  gradually  ;  for  though  the 
principal  bulk  of  the  fanguineous  mafs  may 
A  a  4  foon 
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foon  be  impregnated  with  mercury,  yet  fuch 
an  impregnation  contributes  the  leaft  to  the 
cure;  it  is  the  circulation  in  the  moll  minute 
ilamina  in  the  fohds,  in  the  nerves,  the  ten- 
dons, and  the  very  fubflance  of  the  bones  them- 
felves  that  wants  the  moft  affiiiance ;  and  how 
to  come  at  thefe  very  minute  parts  is  the  thing 
in  queflion. 

All  that  hitherto  has  been  delivered  to  u$ 
concerning  the  circulation  of  the  blood,  though 
ever  fo  jufl,  is  merely  trifling,  in  regard  to  the 
material  knowledge  we  ftand  in  need  of;  it  is 
not  the  rotation  of  the  blood  through  the  ven- 
tricles of  the  heart,  the  veins  and  arteries,  glands, 
lymphatics,  &c.  &c.  but  it  is  the  circulation 
through  the  very  ftamnna  of  the  fibres,  of  which 
the  heart,  the  arteries,  veins,  lymphatics,  glands, 
tendons,  nerves,  and  the  bones  themfelves  are 
compofed,  that  needs  the  greatefl  enquiry.  Ad- 
mit that  falivation  would  be  the  mofl  expedient 
method  to  eradicate  the  yirus,  (the  contrary  of 
which  I  think  I  have  demonftrated)  qu^re  then, 
what  time  would  be  requilite  ?  Four,  five,  or 
fix  weeks  are  generally  the  ftipulated  time ; 
but  circulate  the  humours  through  thefe  parts, 
or  in  other  words,  are  thofe  parts  renewed  in 
fubllance  in  that  time?  I  believe  no  ph3^fical 
man  of  any  penetration  can  think  they  are.  But 
to  make  this  niatter  more  plain ;  let  us  jufl 
flop  a  little,  and  view  the  progrefs  of  the  ex- 
oflofes,  hyperoflofes,  fpina  ventofa,  See,  and  the 
flovvnefs  of  their  progrefs  will  plainly  convince 
us,  that  their  cure  mufl  have  more  time  to  be 
performed  in,  than  theflipulated  time  for  faliva- 
tion, 
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tion.  The  difcovery  of  the  madder's  tinging 
the  bone,  might,  I  think,  if  properly  purfued, 
give  us  many  valuable  leflbns  in  regard  to  the 
circulation  of  the  blood  through  the  moil:  folid 
parts,  which  would  be  no  fmall  acquifition  to 
phyfic.  Ail  that  I  would  here  endeavour  to 
demonflrate,  is,  that  in  proportion  to  the  folidity 
of  the  parts  of  the  body  affedted,  the  more  time 
it  will  require  to  eradicate  the  virus  in  thofe 
Itamina. 

This  being  premifed,  I  fhall  here  give  a  me- 
dicine, by  the  ufe  of  which,  the  molt  inveterate 
lues  venerea,  if  at  all  curable,  may  be  eradicated 
from  the  very  Itamina  of  the  whole  animal  com- 
pofition,  as  being  the  beit  adapted  to  penetrate 
into  the  remoteft  and  moil:  imperceptible  circu- 
lation  ;  for  the  particles  of  the  mercury  being  lb 
minutely  divided,  are  capable  to  be  introduced 
in  fo  very  fmall  quantities,  as  not  to  aifedt  par- 
ticular congeflions,  or  to  become  obnoxious  to 
the  fyitem,  whereby  its  univerfal  effects  might 
p.therwife  be  obftructed. 

Antacrid  Tincture, 
tinctura  contra  acrimoniam. 
Recipe  fpiritus  vincji  re  ^ificati  uncias  0^0  ">,  half  ami 
Canadenjis  unciam  unam  ;  gwnmi  guaiaci  unciam 
unam ;  olei  e  faffafras  drachmas  duas^  mercurii 
corrqfivi  fublimati  fcriipulum  unum* 

Solve  mercurmn  in  fpiritus  vini  dmidio^  in  re~ 
liqiio  fohantur  firaul  balfamura  canadenfe  et  guaia- 
cum*  Facibus  fubfidentibus^  liquor es  limpidi  per 
inclinationem  effundantur^  mifce  et  oleum  adde, 
Coihunt  ftatim  fi  oleum  nonfit  impurum. 

Of 
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Of  tills  tinOiure,  let  the  patient  take  morning 
and  night,  from  ten  drops  upwards  to  twenty, 
in  a  glafs  of  wine  or  water;  and  let  them  be 
continued  for  as  long  a  time  as  is  requifite  for 
the  cure ;  in  whatever  degree  the  m.alady  may 
be,  either  cutaneous,  glandular,  difeafes  of  the 
bones,  &c.  arthritic  pains ;  all  the  fymptoms 
defcribed  in  the  dry  pox,  and  the  confirmed  lues 
itfelf :  To  this  I  will  add,  in  every  malady  that 
may  proceed  from  acrimony  ;  whether  from  ve- 
nereal or  any  other  chronic  diflemper. 

If  there  is  an  inflammation  in  the  fyflem,  the 
antifpafmodic  powders  may  be  ufed  as  occafion 
requires ;  but  if  there  is  a  leucophlegmatic  de- 
biUty  in  the  fibres,  the  analeptic  tind:ure  may  be 
adminifi:ered.>.  If  there  is  an  obfiinate  obftrudiioa 
of  perfpiration,  with  obdurated  tumefadiions,  an 
emetic  in  fuch  a  cafe  proves  a  beneficial  deob- 
llruent;  and  if  the  habit  is  robuil,  or  otherwife 
lluggilh,  fo  that  evacuations  are  required,  the 
cathartic  pills  may  prove  of  the  greatefl:  advan- 


tage. 


Thefe  are  all  the  internal  medicines  requifite 
againfi:  all  venereal  or  other  acrimony  in  general; 
which  though  eafy  in  their  application,  are  by 
far  more  powerful  to  difengage  the  body  from 
the  introduced  acrimony  than  the  harfher  means; 
.and  with  all  the  fpeed  that  pofiTibly  may  be  pre- 
tended to  be  made,  yet  this  eafy  method  will 
ever  be  quicker  in  the  effed:. 

It  may  however  be  requifite  to  mention  fome- 
thing  concerning  decodiions,  or,  as  they  are 
called,  diet  drinks  :  The  failafras  and  the  guai- 
acum  may  have  many  good  efFeds  in  the  fyllem 
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on  account  of  their  refinous  and  penetrating  qua- 
lities-; but  the  reft  of  the  ingredients  as  cuftomary 
additions,  I  Ihall  pafs  over  as  inligniiicant,  for  I 
cannot  conceive  on  what  principle  they  have 
been  introduced ;  I  will  however  fay  fomething 
in  particular  of  the  celebrated  farfaparilla :  This, 
I  am  confident,  is  not  equal  in  virtue  to  the  fame 
quantity  of  common  barley ;  yet  much  indeed 
has  been  faid  in  favour  of  it :  I  fliall  not  mention 
particulars;  but  I  fearthofe  gentlemen  who  have 
prided  themfelves  on  their  inquiry  into  this  drag, 
v^anted  the  beft  foundation  to  work  upon; 
namely,  true  principles  of  phyfic.  I  don't  how- 
ever condemn  it  entirely ;  for  farfaparilla  and 
alTes  milk  may  have  their  benefit  too  ;  efpecially 
on  account  of  their  price;  and  partly  as  they 
may  yield  fome  nourifnment. 

■  As  a  mxcdicated  drink,  I  beg  leave  to  offer  the 
follovving ;  being  agreeable  to  the  palate,  and 
beneficial  to  the  fyftem,  at  leaft  to  as  great  a 
degree  as  any  other. 

Medicated  Beer. 

Cerevisia  Medicata. 

Recipe  hordei  171  ufum  zythepf^  preparati  et  moliti 
lihram  unamy  radicis  fajfafras  concif^  femilibramy 
aqu^  font  ana  congium  unum. 

Coquantur  aliquandiu  in  vafe  terreo,  Fri- 
gefcat  et  fubfidentid  faSld  limpidum  effunde  li- 
quor em^   qui  fervetur  in  ampuUis  ohturatis. 

This  i-fiay  be  drunk  freely  at  meals,  and  at 
any  other  tim.e  ;  having  an  agreeable  acefcency, 

which 


3^4  The  Cure  of  the 

which  is  corredied  with  the  fubtile  fllmulus  from 
the  faffafras,  by  far  more  beneficial  than  hops. 

This  is  the  internal  courfe  in  general,  in  which 
variation  is  very  little  requifite ;  yet  as  circum- 
ilances  may  occur,  where  fome  difference  is  ne- 
ceiTary  to  be  made,  I  will  point  out,  as  we  pro- 
ceed onwards  through  the  various  ftages. 

In  cutaneous  diforders,  there  feems  at  the  be- 
ginning a  falutary  effort  of  nature,  to  expel  what 
is  obnoxious  towards  the  furface;  this  effort 
Ihould  be  moderately  affilled;  a  gentle  perfpi- 
ration  is  here  requifite^  promoted  by  the  anti- 
fpafmodic  powders  ;  and  externally  the  antacrid- 
cerate  may  be  applied  with  the  greatell  advan- 
tage ;  to  which  the  tetters,  ferpigo,  impetigo, 
pfora,  phlydtoen^,  &c.  will  ever  eafily  yield, 
being  all  fo  many  different  kinds  of  the  itch ;  for 
their  cure  depends  only,  on  having  the  acrimony 
rectified. 

When  however  the  eruption  is  not  fuperficial 
enough,  fo  that  the  cerate  cannot  immediately 
ad:  upon  the  virus  itfelf,  it  mull  be  treated  with 
the  antiphlogiftic,  or  elfe  with  the  volatile  lini- 
ment as  before  diredied  to  the  cure  of  the  excre- 
fcences;  for  the  gummata,  phymata,  condyle- 
mata,  &c.  are  all  of  a  piece,  and  are  fomething 
of  the  fteatomatous  kind,  and  of  the  moil  {lub- 
born  nature,  on  account  of  their  tendinous  bags ; 
for  w^hich  reafon,  where  they  lie  fafe,  and  it  is 
pradlicable,  I  would  advife  to  extirpate  them  by 
incifion,  and  afterwards  drefs  the  fore  with  the 
antacrid  cerate,  which  is  the  mofl  expeditious 
way  with  thefe  flubborn  vifitors. 

The 
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The  branny  furfurations  which  generally  are 
moft  plentiful  about  the  head  and  face,  are  to  be 
treated  in  the  fame  manner  as  juft  now  mentioned; 
even  the  moft  inveterate  fcabby  or  fcald  head  will 
yield  to  this  moft  powerful  cerate.  When  how- 
ever the  fcab  is  of  a  hard  crufty  nature,  it  will 
not  be  amifs,  in  order  to  facilitate  the  cure,  to 
foften  it  with  the  following 

Mercurial  and  Saponaceous  Lotion. 

LoTio  Saponacea  cum  Mercurio, 

Recipe  linimcnti  faponacei  unciam  unam  \  aqu^fon- 
tan^e  uncias  quatuor ;  mercurii fublimati  corrofivt 
grana  decern,  Soluto  in  aqua  mer curio y  liniment 
turn  adde. 

With  this  dab  the  fcabs  frequently;  by  which 
they  will  fwell,  become  foft,  and  peel  off;  then 
the  antacrid  cerate  will  be  more  effedtual.  If 
the  furfuration  or  fcab  is  univerfally  over  the 
whole  body,  nothing  can  be  more  effediual  than 
frequent  bathing,  and  efpecially  with  the  com- 
pofition  as  above  ;  which,  for  example,  may  be 
added  to  as  much  water  as  is  fufficient  for  the. 
bathing  tub,  and  may  be  repeated  once  a  day  at 
leaft,  as  long  as  it  is  needful  :  This,  with  the 
forementioned  remedies,  will  be  fufficient  to  cure 
the  moft  inveterate  and  defperate  leprofy  or 
elephanthiafis,  if  at  all  curable;  as  long  as  its 
malignity  has  not  exceeded  the  bounds  of  the 
ikin. 

In  regard  to  the  difeafes  of  the  glands,  the  talk 
oi  the  cure  is  more  intricate,  as  the  evil  is  fome- 

times 


366  The  Cure  of  the 

times  very  deeply  rooted;  yet  the  whole^  as  I 
have  repeatedly  obferved^  depends  on  deftroying 
the  virus.  All  that  is  requilite  therefore  to  be 
obferved  on  that  head  is,  that  I  would  advife 
every  tumefied  gland  to  be  treated  like  the  bubo; 
difperfed,  (I  mean  not  repelled)  if  pollible;  but 
if  this  feems  impra(3:ieable,  as  fometimes  is  the 
cafe,  where  the  fountain  of  the  evil  is  too  deep 
for  external  applications,  particularly  in  moil 
llrumous  maladies,  and  a  colleftion  of  matter 
Ihculd  be  actually  difcernable^  then  it  is  confiftent 
with  reaibn  to  open  for  a  dilcharge  of  the  ma- 
lignity. Biit  all  cauflics  or  efcharotics  ihould  bfe 
abhorred  as  precarious  and  pernicious  ;  for  no 
method  is  fo  elfedtual,  fpeedy  and  fafc,  as  that 
with  an  incifion  lancet. 

If  the  impofiihume  after  being  opened,  or  the 
ulcer,  be  it  where  it  will,  difcovers  fiftulous  ca- 
nals, let  them  be  frequently  injeded  with  the 
antacrid  injedtion ; ,  and  this  method,  together 
with  the  dreiiings  of  the  antacrid  cerate,  I  am 
perfuaded  will  cure  many  fcrofulous  evils  which 
otherwife  are  deemed  incurable.  With  this 
method  I  have  cured  various  evils  of  this  nature, 
but  particularly  one  moft  inveterate,  of  many 
years  {landing,  that  was  deemed  incurable. 

We  will  now  confider  the  ulcerations  in  the 
mouth  and  throat.  This  part  cannot  be  treated 
with  applications  fuitable  to  the  nature  of  its 
texture,  like  other  parts  of  the  body ;  as  what  is 
applied  is  apt  to  go  down  into  the  jftomach.  But 
fortunately,  the  antacrid  injediion  is  here  not 
only  fafe,  but  perhaps  the  bed  adapted  to  an 
exulcerated  throat  of  any  yet  thought  of :  The 

woril 
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worft  that  may  accrue  from  the  frequent  ufe  of 
it  is  a  ptyalifm,  and  which  may  eafily  be  pre- 
vented by  a  purge,  or  the  cathartic  pills ;  but 
when  the  antifpafmodic  powders  are  given,  as  is 
always  requiiite,  where  there  is  fever  in  the  fyf- 
tem,  a  ptyalifm,  from  the  mercury,  will  be  pre- 
vented by  the  diuretic  quality  of  the  nitre* 

As  ulcers  in  the  throat  and  mouth  are  at- 
tended generally  with  a  great  difcharge  of  flough 
and  ilime ;  which  requires  frequently  to  be  re- 
moved, being  not  only  pernicious  "to  the  putre- 
fcency  of  the  ulcers,  but  infediious  to  the  found 
parts ;  I  fliall  here  prefcribe  a  gargle  in  all  fuch 
circumflances. 

Antiputrescent  Gargle. 
Gargarismus  Antisepticus, 

Recipe  ace ti  optimi^  aqua  rofanmi  Jingulorum  unclas 
quatuor ;  nitri  purificati,  akaninis  rupei^  fmgu- 
lorum  drachmas  duas;  mellis  Jefcimclam ;  rdercuris 
fiihlimati  corrcjivi  grana  qiiinque, 

Soluto  mercurio  in  aqua  rofaram^  mifceantur 
cmnia. 

This  gargle  is  a  moft  efficacious  one,  not  only 
in  venereal  cafes,  but  in  all  fore  throats,  even  of 
the  moft  malignant  nature.  The  ,Egyptian  ho- 
ney I  have  no  opinion  of;  copper  is  too  preca- 
rious a  metal  at  any  time;  particularly  where 
there  is  the  leaft  probability  of  its  being  intro- 
duced into  the  fyftem  :  And  m.edicine  is  at  this 
time  m.uch  better  without  it  at  any  rate. 

The 
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The  excrefcences  and  exulceratlons  in  the 
,membrana  pituitaria,  are  evils  likewife  worth  a 
ferious  coniideration ;  the  injediion  here  is  the 
mod  fuitable  and  effectual,  whilil  yet  pradiicable; 
and  if  the  paffage  is  obflrufted,  room  muft  be 
made  for  it ;  But  if  taken  in  time,  whilll  yet  in 
its  commencement,  and  in  flight  cafes,  I  here 
recommend  a  powder,  which  tJhen  will  be  very 
efficacious,  applied  occalionally  like  common 
fnuff: 

Ant  ACRID    Snuff. 

Sternutamentum  contka  Acrimoniam. 

Recipe  florum  lavendul^  unci  am  unam^  radicis  iridis 
fiore?itini£  femunciam^  mercurii  dulcis  femes  fubli^ 
matt  (rite  pr<eparati)  fcrupulos  duos. 

In  pulverem  fubtilem  r^digantur  feparatim  la^ 

'vendiila  et  iris^  deinde  mifceantur  omnia. 

This  fnuff  will  remove  the  acrimony  in  the 
various  cavities  wherever  it  may  be  introduced; 
and  as  the  iris  and  lavender  will  irritate  to 
fneezing,  the  pailage  may  by  this  be  opened  the 
more  for  the  admittance  of  the  mercury. 

When  the  ears  are  infedted,  nothing  will  fuit 
better  than  the  injection  •,  and  if  the  temples  are 
fwellcd,  the  antiphlogiftic  liniment  may  be  ufed 
with  much  fuccefs. 

When  the  eyes  are  affedbed,  externals  are  re- 
qui)[ite ;  the  antacrid  cerate  will  prove  fuccefsful 
to  the  eye-lids  in  general ;  but  as  it  cannot  be 
applied  to  the  ball  itfelf ;  and  the  injediion,  yet 
fine  as  it  is,  may  be  too  gritty,  and  not  diftributed 
fufficiently,  I  will  recommend  the  following 

Uni- 
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Universal  Ophthalmic  Water. 

Aqua  Ophthalmica  Universalis. 

Recipe  aqua  ex  alemhico  vitreo  deftillata  uncias  qua- 
tuor;  mercurii  corrojivi  fiihlmati  granum  unicum, 
Mifce^  ftent  per  boras  24.  et  effunde^  f^cihus  re* 
li^fis. 

Of  this  drop  one  drop  or  two  in  the  eye  at  a 
time^  which  will  remove  films,  inflammations, 
and  excrefcences  that  may  be  externally  on  the 
Jiorny  coat;  and  as  it  is  of  a  penetrating  na- 
ture, it  will  even  corred:  the  more  internal  evils 
without  the  leaft  injury  to  the  fight. 

In  regard  to  fchirrhous  tumors,  they  are  very 
obftinate ;  yet  with  perfeverance,  a  good  confti- 
tution,  and  a  good  regimen,  they  may  oftner  be 
fubdued,  than  what  is  in  general  thought,  by  the 
antiphlogiflic  liniment.  And  how  dreadful  fo- 
ever  the  ulcerated  cancer  is, '  yet  the  antacrid  ce- 
rate will  (if  not  too  deep  ingrafted)  conquer  this 
moft  malignant  of  all  ulcers ;  provided  the  cerate 
is  not  intermingled  with  other  ingredients,  w^hich 
may  be  of  a  pernicious  confequence;  At  leafl 
the  antacrid  cerate  is  the  properefl ;  this  I  know 
from  experience  and  fuccefs,  even  to  my  mofl 
fanguine  expectations,  and  therefore  ftrenuoufly 
recommend  it  as  an  univerfal  application  to  all 
exulcerations  whatever. 

We  will  now  proceed  to  the  cure  of  the  dif- 

eafed  bones.    This  tafk  is  the  mofl  difficult ;   but 

this  difficulty  proceeds  only  from  the  tedioufnefs, 

B  b  and 
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f.nd  the  impatience  of  perfevering  in  the  gentkt 
methods,  which  it  adiually  requires. 

In  examining  the  progrefs  of  the  difeafes  of  the 
bones,  we  find  the  evil  generally  comes  on  flowly  ; 
and  the  pain  attending  them  the  more  pungent^ 
as  the  conteii:  of  the  virus  xvith  the  found  part 
is  the  greater.  I  fhall  not  recount  all  the  mala- 
ladies  here,  but  fuppofe  the  reader  to  recoiled; 
what  has  been  already  related  on  that  head  ;  fuf- 
iice  it,  that  as  the  different  effedis  may  have  the 
fame  caufe,  one  kind  of  remedy  ferves  for  all.  I 
have  therefore  only  to  recom.mend  externally  to  th® 
nodes,  exoftoiis,  liyperoflofxS,  &c.  the  antiphlo- 
giilic  or  the  volatile  liniment,  as  before  advifed^ 
to  the  gum.mata  and  phimata,  &c.  together  with 
the  internal  courfe  before  defcribed  ;  by  the  con- 
tinuance of  which,  together  wdth  a  fuitable  regi- 
men, will  be  effed:ed  w^hat  poflibly  may  be  hoped 
from  medicines..  If  falivation  w^as  effed:ual,  the 
difeafes  of  the  bones  would  be  the  only  time  to 
put  it  in  execution*  But  in  thefe,  it  is  univerfally 
agreed,  to  be  of  no  benefit,  and  only  augments 
the  evil;  and  in  fad:  fo  it  does  with  almoil  every 
other  malady  of  confequence. 

In  regard  to  the  carious,  and  confcquently 
the  exfoliation  of  the  bones,.  I  have  this  only  to- 
obferve,  that  the  gentler  the  means,  the  better 
will  be  the  fuccefs ;  the  fcraping  the  bone  has 
oftener  hindered  the  good  efiedt  intended  than 
promoted  it.  In  vain  do  we  endeavour  to 
remove  the  carious  part,  till  nature  has  co- 
vered the  found  trunk  of  the  bone  with  a  pe- 
rloftium ;  when  the  fcale  gradually  loofens,  and 
by  degrees  fepaiates,  fo.  as  to  drop  off  itfelf: 
3  But 
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Bxit  if  too  much  irritated,  the  new  formed  pe- 
rioftium  inflames  anew,  corrodes  the  found  bone 
again,  and  fo  continues  the  exfoliation  till  the 
whole  limb  is  endangered  or  loll,  which  other- 
wife  might  have  done  very  well.  Here  I  have 
likewife  to  obferve,  that  the  cuftomary  balfam 
area?,  or  yellow  bafilicon,  are  (notwith  Handing 
the  antiquity  of  their  ufes)  improper.  They  lli^ 
mulate  without  corrediing  the  acrimony  ;  what- 
ever is  faid  in  praife  of  their  digeftive  quality,  it 
is  a  miflaken  notion;  and  an  ulcer  will -at  all 
times  fucceed  better  without  them.  The  antacrid. 
cerate  will  anfwer  all  that  can  reafonably  be 
vvifhed  for ;  and  no  other  is  requifite.  It  will 
fometimes  happen  however,  that  an  exfoliation 
will  want  an  outlet ;  in  fuch  a  cafe  it  is  but  re- 
quifite, to  make  an  opening  for  that  intent ;  but 
care  ihould  be  taken,  that  the  fcale  is  previoufly 
fepa rated,  and  fit  to  be  taken  out  immediately ; 
fo  that  the  operation  may  be  done  with  as  little 
inflammation  as  poflible  :  For  an  additional  ag- 
gravation is  apt  to  corrode  and  diflurb  the  tender 
ofTification  of  the  found  bone,  and  which,  toge- 
ther with  giving  the  patient  great  pain,  fruftrates 
all  that  has  already  been  done  towards  the  cure. 
From  this  it  is  clear  alfo,  that  for  fuch  dilation, 
the  biftoury  is  the  only  thing  to  be  depended  on. 
A  fpina  ventofa  is  a  terrible  ailment ;  the  pain 
is  excruciating  ;  and  this  may  eaiily  be  fuppofed, 
as  the  fhocking  exulceration  of  the  marrow,  and 
the  bone  itfelf,  work  their  way  outwards ;  add 
to  this  the  tedioufnefs  of  the  malady's  progrefs, 
as  well  as  the  timiC  which  the  medicine  muli 
require  to  operate  in  the  confufed  ofSfied  ilamina. 
B  b  z  This 
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This  dire  cafe,  as  it  comes  gradually  to  its 
height,  increafes  with  inflammation  of  the  fofter 
parts. 

When  the  inflammation  either  proceeds  from 
that,  or  any  other  caufe,  fo  that  a  gangrene  or 
fphacelus  is  either  expedied,  or  ad:ually  begun, 
the  following  fomentation  may  be  deemed  as 
powerful  as  any  whatever  to  prevent  the  cada- 
verous putrefcent  progrefs  of  the  fphacelus. 

Antiputrescent  Fomentation. 

FOMENTUM    AnTISEPTICUM. 

Recipe  fpiritus  vinoji^  acet'i^  fingulorum  uncias  qua' 
tuor  \  extraEli  faturni  unciam  unam  •,  camphor  a 
drachmas  duas  \  mercurii  corroftvi  fuhlimati  fcru- 
pulum  unum.  Solve  camphor  am  et  mer  curium  in 
fpiritu^  extraSium  autem  in  aceto^  deinde  gra^ 
datim  mifce. 

With  this,  wet  comprefles  and  rollers,  and  fo- 
ment the  gangrenous  parts,  as  circumltances  may 
admit.  If  a  fphacelus  has  taken  place,  fcarify 
to  the  quick,  and  continue  the  fomentations,  to- 
gether with  other  fuitable  applications ;  which, 
if  the  patient  is  not  entirely  emaciated,  will 
prove  fuccefsful.  The  exulceration  mufl  be 
treated  as  before  diredied. 

In  regard  to  the  hyperollofis  and  anchylofis, 
this  may  be  of  an  indolent  nature,  having  a  de- 
praved fynovia  for  the  foundation  ;  they  require 
fometimes,  together  with  a  corrector  of  the  acri- 
mony, a  ilimulus,  to  promote  the  adtion  of  the 
folids,  particularly  when  there  is  a  paralytic  com- 
plaint 
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plaint  combined  with  it,  and  forms  what  is  called 
the  white  fwellings  ;  in  fuch  cafes  the  following 
poultice  will  prove  of  lingular  fervice. 

Antiparalytic  Cataplasm. 
Cataplasma  Antiparalyticum. 

Recipe  radicis  raphani  ruft'icani  femililram^  Uni- 

mtnti  volatilis  cum  mercxrio^  unciam  unam,  Ra- 

[[  phano  fcijfo  et  contufo^  immifce  linimentum.  Bis 
de  die  applicetur. 

This  is  alfo  excellent  for  rickety  diforders,  and 
where  there  is  an  ofteofarcolis  to  be  feared ;  as 
alfo  in  paralytic  cafes,  applied  to  the  articulations 
as  occafion  fhall  require. 

If  the  articulation  comes  to  fuppuration,  the 
apoilhume  muft  neceflarily  be  opened ;  and  the 
matter  let  out,  treating  the  iinus  with  the  injec- 
tion, and  the  exulceration  with  the  cerate :  But 
fuch. a  cafe  is  enough  to  baffle  the  ikill  of  the 
ableil  furgeon  ;  yet  gentlenefs  will  ever  ihew  the 
faireil  profpedt. 

I  ihall  not  enlarge  further  on  the  cure  of  the 
difeafes  of  the  bones ;  the  maladies  vary  ad  in- 
finitum both  in  appearance  and  fituation ;  what- 
evei*  might  farther  be  faid,  would  avail  little 
without  chirurgical  ikill ;  and  where  that  is,  the 
foregoing  obfervations  may  always  be  rendered 
ufeful  according  to  circumftances. 

We  will  now  turn  our  thoughts  again  to  the 

application  of  internal  medicines.      In   all  the 

forementioned  diforders,  it  is  eafily  to  be  fuppofed, 

that  the  pains  are  fometimes  terrible ;  and  it  is  a 

B  b  3  bleiEng 
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bleffing  that  we  can  procure  relief  to  the  pooi* 
afflicted  patient  under  iuch  diftreisful  circum- 
Itances^  and  with  fafety  too.  To  judge  properly  of 
the  nodturnal  venereal  painS;,  in  the  arms,  legs, 
ikull,  &:c»  proceeding  from  nodes,  exoilolis,  fpina 
ventofa,  and  a  caries  in  the  bones,  let  us  fuppole 
it  proportional  to  the  tooth-ach,  which  when 
proceeding  from  a  decay,  is  of  a  fimilar  nature  ; 
But  as  I  have  obferved  before  of  anodynes, 
iirft,  they  fhould  be  ufed  v/ith  caution,  even  in 
the  mofl  excruciating  pains  ;  and  fecondly,  they 
fhould  be  corred:ed,  fo  that  at  the  fame  time  they 
cafe  the  nervous  fyilem  of  the  torment,  that  they 
may  alfo  affift  towards  correcting  the  acrimony 
that  occaiions  it ;  together  with  preferving  the 
proper  tone  of  the  nerves  in  their  requifite  elafti- 
city.  On  thofe  principles  I  offer  the  following  ano- 
dyne, as  the  fafeft  and  beil  on  all  fuch  occaiions. 

Anodyne  Essence. 

Essentia  Anodyna. 
Recipe  opii  colati  unciam  unam  j  fpiritus  vinofi  rec- 
tijicati  *  aetheris  vitriolic  Jingulorum  uncias  quin-- 
que\  olei  ejfentidis  menth<e  piperitidis  drachmam 
unam  \  mercurii  corrcfivi  fuhlimati  grana  decern, 
Opio  in  fpirhu  Joint 0^  cola^  deinde  adde  c cetera 
probe  mifcens,  Dojis  fint  giUtce  decern  aut  duo- 
decim. 

*  In  the  former  edition,  I  hr.d  ordered  fweet  Ipirit  of 
nitre  as  well  in  this  as  in  the  antacrid  tinfture  j  but  as  it  ip 
feldom  fo  fpirituous  as  to  admit  of  a  pure  incorporauon  with 
The  edcndai  oil  of  peppermint,  1  have  fiibllituted  in  its  ftead 
fpirit  of  wine ;  for  the  fmali  quantity  in  the  dofe  cannot 
have  any  fenfible  effe6l,  and  fweet  fpirit  of  nitre  may  be  adde4 
as  occalion  requires. 

This 
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This  anodyne  effence  may  occasionally  be  ad- 
ininillered,  together  with  the  antil'palmodic  pow- 
der, or  with  the  antacrid  tindture,  or  any  other 
medicine,  that  circumllances  may  require. 

I  Ihall  not  here  enumerate  the  many  additional 
complaints  which  attend  the  venereal  virus,  and 
mull  conlequently  follow  from  a  depraved  and 
diflurbed  animal  oeconomy,  nor  fpecify  their  fe- 
parate  remedies;  as  the  judicious  praftitioner  will 
from  the  foregoing  know  my  fentiments  on  that 
occafion,  and  form  a  proper  judgment  accord- 
ingly. I  fhall  onl}P  add  a  few  obfervations  on 
fome  difficult  cafes,  which  may  ferve  as  a  caution 
againfl  the  grofs  errors  of  furgery,  to  which  many 
patients  have  fallen  a  facrifice. 

It  fometimes  happens  that  venereal  or  other 
patients  have  all  on  a  fuddcn  an  inflammatory 
■conllridiion  of  the  urinary  bladder,  when  the 
virus  of  long  {landing  has  infinuated  itfelf  into 
the  fphindier  of  the  vefics  urinarias  :  In  which 
cafe  the  catheter  is  too  frequently  made  ufe  of; 
the  application  of  which,  is  not  only  the  m.ofl 
difficult,  but  fometimes  from  the  conftridiion  im- 
poffible ;  and  if  perlifled  in,  only  augments  the 
fpafmodic  conllridiion,  increafes  the  inflamma- 
tion, and  has  often  proved  m^ortal.  In  this  cafe  I 
advife  a  fingular  remedy;  namely,  to  put  the  feet 
into  cold  water.  This  I  have  known  fucceed  in 
the  mofl  defperate  malady  of  this  nature,  when 
every  other  method  has  failed ;  and  is  the  fafeil 
and  mofl  effectual  remedy  in  all  inflammatory 
urinary  fuppreffions.  Clyflers  of  pure  cold  water, 
with  fome  diffolved  nitre,  are  alio  very  effica- 
cious ;  bv.t  the  internal  ufe  of  the  antifpafmodic 
B  b  4  powders_, 
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powders,  and  the  antacrid  inje<5i:ion  with  the 
flexible  catheter,  after  the  urine  is  evacuated, 
mufl  not  be  negleded.  The  fear  of  chilling 
the  blood  with  the  cold  bath,  in  fuch  confiridive 
fupprellions  of  urine,  is  groundlefs  ;  on  the  con- 
trary, it  is  of  itfelf  a  powerful  antifpafmodic,  and 
is  generally  followed  with  a  gentle  diaphoreiis. 

The  next  coniideration  is,  the  abfcefs  in  the 
perinseum.  This  is  an  evil  of  the  utmoil  import- 
ance ;  and  too  often  has  been,  occafioned  by  the 
improper  application  of  the  catheter,  an  inflru- 
ment,  which  fliould  never  be  applied  in  the  fup- 
preilions  of  urine,  but  where  certainly  the  ob- 
ftru6tion  proceeds  from  a  calculus  damming  up 
the  paflage.  But  be  the  caufe  what  it  m.ay,  we 
only  will  here  confider  its  remedy,  when  being 
called  to  immediate  affiftance.  What  is  the 
mofl  proper  to  Le  done  whilll  the  cafe  is  in  a 
ftate  of  inflammation,  I  have  coniidered  before ; 
but  when  there  is  an  adiual  fiudtuation  of  matter, 
it  is  then  coniillent  with  reafon,  that  it  ihould  be 
opened.  The  introducing  previouiiy  the  catheter 
-in  that  cafe,  as  fome  authors  have  directed,  is 
not  only  needlefs,  and  additionally  painful,  but 
even  hinders  the  certainty  of  the  operation ;  and 
the  introducing  the  finger  into  the  anus  is  equally 
needlefs.  Let  the  patient  kneel  on  a  bed  or 
couch,  and  ftoop  with  his  head  as  low  between 
his  knees  as  poflible,  in  which  pofition  the  parts 
may  with  eafe  and  certainty  be  infped:ed,  and  that 
there  is  nothing  to  hinder  the  operation.  If  need- 
ful, an  afliflant  may  fecure  the  patient  in  that  po- 
rtion. Then  with  the  incifion  lancet,  open  the 
apofthume,  as  much  as  is  requifite,  but  not 
4  deeper 


Second  Infection.  377 

deeper  than  needful.  It  is  an  erroneous  fuppo- 
fition,  that  all  the  cavities  are  to  be  opened,  and 
this  has  been  the  ruin  of  many.  When  the 
apofthume  is  opened,  fearch  with  the  utmofl  ten- 
dernefs,  with  an  eafy  flexible  probe,  guarded  by 
a  fmooth  button,  into  the  various  cavities,  and 
in  every  cavity  injecft  cautiouily  the  antacrid  in- 
jediion.  Drefs  the  ulcer  with  the  antacrid  ce- 
rate-, and  if  there  is  inflammation,  apply  the  ca- 
taplafm  before  defcribed.  If  time  and  eircum- 
ilances  admit,  clyfters  previoufly,  and  after  the 
operation,  are  very  requilite ;  but  by  no  means 
drallic  purges,  or  any  thing  that  caufes  a  ftimulus. 

If  the  urethra,  by  this  operation,  has  been 
obliged  to  be  laid  open,  the  ulcer  ihould,  when 
the  inflammation  admits  of  it,  be  cleared  as  much 
as  poffible,  and  bougies,  when  the  lips  begin 
to  unite,  are  highly  requifite,  in  order  to  render 
the  paiTage  as  clear  as  poflible  from  carnolities, 
which  the  cicatrifation  might  occafion.  With 
this  method  I  have  fucceeded  in  two  moft  defpe- 
rate  cafes,  and  the  patients  perfedily  recovered. 
The  one  for  fome  time  voided  the  urine  through 
the  ulcer,  fo  that  for  a  while  1  defpaired  of  a  per- 
fed:  cure  ;   which  however  was  happily  effedied. 

Another  operation  yet  more  precarious,  and 
terrible  in  its  nature,  is  the  amputation  of  the 
penis.  If  the  foregoing  remedies  are  applied  in 
time,  there  is  no  need  for  this  melancholy  under- 
taking: But  when  the  fphacelus  has  already  taken 
place,  and  entered  into  the  cavernous  bodies,  the 
inflammation  transform^ed  from  a  florid  tenfe  hue 
to  a  dufky  brown  cadaverous  afpedl,  the  fkin  in 
a  putrid  flate,  'attended  with  a  naufeous  f^tor  : 
The  furgeon,  who  is  called  to  fuch  a  deplorable 

patient. 
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patient,  mud  not  helitate  a  moment,  to  amputate 
the  member.  Ligatures  in  that  cafe,  or  couteries 
to  flop  the  blood,  &c.  ought  to  be  rejedied  as  very- 
improper  and  pernicious  ;  and  I  cannot  believe 
that  ever  one  recovered  with  llich  a  terrible 
treatment. 

The  beft  method  is ;  having  the  dreffings  in 
readinefs,  the  needles  properly  armed,  dry  lint, 
ftrewed  with  fome  calomel  *,  and  the  before  men- 
tioned antiputrefcent  fomentation,  &c.  And  the 
patient  properly  fecured  in  a  laying  pofture,  di- 
vide the  mortified  part  from  the  found  ;  with  a 
large  biftoury,  and  take  up  the  tv/o  arteries  witb 
the  needles ;  lay  on  the  pledgets  of  lint  prepared 
with  the  calomel,  over  which  lay  comprelTes  pre- 
viouiiy  wetted  with  the  fomentations  mentioned, 
and  the  patient  put  to  com.pofare.  The  antifpaf- 
modic  powders,  together  with  the  anodyne  ef- 
fence  made  into  draughts,  as  occaiion  requires, 
and  clyfters  occaiionally  repeated,  &c.  are  re- 
quiiite.  The  bark  is  greatly  efleemed  in  fuch 
cafes;  but  I  am  inclined  to  think  the  patient  will 
ever  by  the  above  rules  do  better  v/ithout  it. 

Laflly,  I  will  coniider  the  important  operation 
of  extirpating  a  fcirrhous  or  mortified  tefticlcj, 
Mr.  le  Dran  has  been  very  circumftantial  in  this 
operation,  but  with  humble  fubmiffion,  his  me- 
thod rather  perplexes,  and  renders  the  operation 
precarious  ;  the  ligatures  which  he  orders  on  the 
fpermatic  arteries  are  not  only  needlefs,  but  are 

*  Calomel  intermixed  with  ftarch,  ilrcwed  en  a  pledge 
of  lint,  is  perhaps  the  beft  application  pollible,  to  the  ftump 
of  an  amputated  limb  ;  and  worth  the  Qonfidcration  of  every 
j>idicious  furgeon. 

liable 
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liable  to  inflame  them.  The  entrance  of  the  fper- 
matic  arteries  from  the  aorta  are  very  narrow,  fo 
that  the  blood  enters  and  circulates  in  them  but 
very  flow,  and  in  this  refped:  they  differ  very  little 
from  the  veins;  fo  that  his  fears  of  the  patient 
bleeding  to  death  are  entirely  groundlefs.  His 
precautions,  that  the  divided  fpermatic  vefTels 
ihould  not  go  back  into  the  abdomen,  are  equally 
ill  founded  ;  for  that  will  and  muft  be  the  cafe 
if  the  patient  does  recover.  The  parts  becoming 
ufelefs,  naturally  fhrivel  up,  and  in  time  are  quite 
obliterated ;  as  has  been  obferved  in  the  diliec- 
tions  of  caftrated  fubjedis. 

This  confidered,  the  operation  is  performed 
with  lefs  trouble  and  certainty  to  the  operator  ; 
and  lefs  pain,  and  more  fafety  to  the  patient. 
The  method  is  this.  The  patient  being  laid 
backwards,  his  legs  diftended,  and  fecured  by 
proper  affiftants,  divide  the  fcrotum  lengthwife 
on  the  difeafed  teilicle  with  a  bifioury,  fo  that  by 
one  inciiion  the  aperture  will  admit  the  taking 
out  the  teilicle;  extend  the  fpermatic  vefTels  in- 
vefled  by  the  peritona:ium  by  which  the  tcfticle  is 
fufpended  ;  and  feparate  the  teflicle,  as  near  the 
abdomen  as  may  be ;  then  drefs  the  wound  with 
dry  lint  prepared  with  calomel  as  before  obferved, 
and  let  it  be  drefled  with  comprefTes,  fleeped  in 
the  before  mentioned  fomentation,  in  order  to 
quell  an  approaching  inflammation ;  and  thus 
with  proper  care,  a  complete  cure  will  foon  be 
effedcd.^ 

The  fear  of  an  hemorrhage,  or  a  coliediioii 
of  matter  in  the  abdomen  from  the  drainuig  of 
the  fpermatic  velicls  is  without  foundation;  for 

wbeu 


380  The  Cure  of  the 

when  we  conlider  that  they  are  enveloped  with 
the  perkonasum,  and  that  the  drain  muft  confe- 
quently  defcend  to  the  orifice  of  the  operation, 
it  can  be  of  no  confequence ;  but  belides  all  this, 
whilfl:  the  divided  fpermatic  veifels  are  imme- 
diately enclofed,  freed  from  the  external  air  and 
farther  irritation^  the  parts  become  eaiily  recon- 
ciled ;  and  the  draining  will  be  abforbed  by  the 
neighbouring  lymphatics,  efpecially  if  the  habit 
is  otherwife  good  ;  this  is  fufhciently  experienced 
by  the  limple  method  of  *  caftrating  brutes  in 
many  countries  ;  and  the  -f-  eunuchs  among  the 
Eafterns,  where  that  operation  is  performed  with 
eafe  and  fafety;  whilft  it  muft  always  be  attended 
with  the  greateft  hazard  of  life  when  the  opera- 
tion is  perplexed  with  fo  many  unneceiTary  cir- 
cumftances,  as  fome  writers  have  advifed  to  be 
followed. 

But  this  theory  I  can  confirm  by  experience  in 
two  defperate  cafes ;  the  one  a  contufed  tefticle, 
where  an  approaching  mortification  threatened 
the  lofs  of  life ;  the  other,  a  icirrhous  tefticle 
of  an  enormous  fize,  in  a  negro ;  in  both  cafes 
I  took  the  above  method,  and  was  fo  fuccefsful, 
that  without  the  leaft  fymptom  of  danger,  both 

*  That  T  might  tlie  more  be  confirmed  of  the  fafefl:  me- 
thod of  caftration,  I  have  performed  that  operation  in  various 
ways,  on  boar  pigs,  and  difTeded  them  afterwards ;  in  order 
to  difcover  the  effeds  of  each  different  way. 

f  Caflration  is  a  remedy  I  recommend  to  fodomites.  I 
humbly  conceive,  if  the  legiflatnre  fhould  order  this  opera- 
tion to  be  inflicted  on  thefe  mifcreants  inllead  of  other  cor- 
poral punifhments,  it  would  be  the  only  effe^flual  method  to 
([uell  that  horrible  pefl  to  fociety. 

patients 
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patients  recovered  in  a  ihort  time  their  former 
health  and  vigour. 

Before  I  conclude,  I  think  it  yet  requifite  to 
obferve  fomething  concerning  my  method  of  in- 
ternal treatment  before-mentioned. — Notwith- 
ftanding  the  gentlenefs  I  have  fo  much  inlifted 
on  to  be  ever  obferved  as  the  fafeft  and  moft  ef- 
fediual  method  to  eradicate  the  malignity  from 
the  fyftem ;  and  the  fmall  dofes  of  mercury  ad- 
miniftered  to  that  intent ;  yet  fo  various  are  the 
conftitutions,  and  fo  many  different  changes  hap- 
pen in  the  fame  fyftem,  that  circumftances  fhould 
ever  be  confulted,  and  accordingly  the  efFedis 
will  vary  ad  infinitum.  Mercury,  in  whatever 
form  it  is  given,  will  fometimes  in  the  fmalleft 
quantity  be  inclined  to  affedt  thefalivary  glands; 
particularly  if  other  fecretions  and  excretions  feem 
to  be  obftrudted ;  but  as  I  advife  the  congeftion 
of  humours  to  the  falivary  glands,  to  be  ever 
avoided,  being  fully  perfuaded  it  muft  oppofe 
the  falutary  efFedts  of  the  mercury  intended,  I 
hold  it  always  prudent  to  balance  the  fecretions 
of  the  fyftem  with  other  evacuations ;  whether 
cathartics,  diuretics,  diaphoreticsy  &c.  by  which 
the  fyftem  may  be  again  redtified ;  which  a  pru- 
dent pradtitioner  will  ever  know  how  to  guide 
with  caution. 

I  muft  like  wife  obferve,  that  the  notion  of 
mercury  being  merely  an  antivenereal  medicuic 
is  evidently  one  of  the  grofteft  errors  of  phyfic 
among  our  modern  miftakes.  Experience  confirms 
that  its  antacrid  quality  extends  to  every  malady  in 
the  human  body,  that  has  acrimony  for  its  founda- 
tion. I  have  alfo  repeatedly  mentioned  in  the  va- 
rious 
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rious  parts  of  this  treatife,  and  a  due  obfervance 
in  practice  daily  confirms  it,  that  whatever  malady 
the  venereal  virus  is  liable  to  bring  d!i,  the  fame 
may  alfo  be  produced  by  a  variety  of  caufes, 
either  externally  or  internally,  materially  different 
from  the  venereal  infection.  Hence  prejudice 
ihould  be  banifhed  from  the  rational  practitioner; 
the  curative  indication  Ihould  ever  be  formed  ac- 
cording to  the  nature,  action,  appearance,  and  fitu- 
ation  of  the  difeafe,  but  not  precifely  according  to 
the  caufe  that  produces  it ;  fmce  thofe  may  be 
different  and  yet  the  effects  the  fame.. 

This  confidered,  and  which  is  ftridily  confirmed 
by  experience,  mercury  and  its  preparations,  the 
univerfal  antacrid,  is  certainly  the  greateft  medi- 
cine we  have  in  the  whole  materia  medica ;  not 
only  in  the  venereal,  but  in  every  difeafe  to  which 
the  human  body  is  liable,  without  diftindion  to 
name,  caufe,  action,  or  part  affedted,  and  fex  or 
age  of  the  patient.  But  let  it  ever  be  remem.bered 
as  a  facred  maxim  in  phyfic,  that  the  virtue  of  a 
medicine  confiils  wholly  in  the  ikill  of  its  appli- 
cation, and  that  the  befl  and  moil  faiutary  me- 
dicine is  converted  into  the  moil  deliterious  poi~ 
fon,  if  injudiciouHy  adminiftercd. 

With  refpeQ:  to  the  venereal  difeafe,  the 
groiieil  abfurdities  have  from  time  to  time  been 
adopted.  Every  age  has  had  their  peculiar  and 
fafhionable  errors;  which,  like  clouds  in  con- 
tinual flicceflion,  have  obfcured  the  ferenenefs  of 
truth.  At  prefent,  a  notion  feems  to  creep  in, 
that  a  gonorrhoea  is  of  a  different  nature  from 
the  lues  venerea,  and  contains  nothing  of  the  in- 
fectious malignity  in  its  nature;  and  that  lliankers 

however. 
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however,  and  the  other  fymptoms,  are  diftinctly 
the  malignity  of  the  virus  *. 

I  Ihall  not  fay  any  thing  of  the  abfurdity  of 
the  error ;  but  as  it  is  an  ignus  fatuus  by  which 
many  are  liable  to  be  led  into  deftruction,  I 
would  caution  every  perfon  who  has  any  reafon 
to  confult,  or  health  worth  preferving,  to  guard 
themfelves  againft  the  allurement  of  this  error 
of  judgment.  An  old  habitual  purulent  gonorr« 
hoea  may  feem  to  come  under  liich  a  denomina- 
tion; but  notwithflanding  its  gentlenefs,  it  is 
fooner  or  later  liable  to  fubject  the  patient  to  an 
unaware  Ihock,  to  the  peril  of  life  itfelf :  But 
the  recent  gonorrhoea  in  irritable  fubjects  might, 
I  think,  on  the  leaft  ferious  reflection,  annihilate 
an  abfurdity  too  grofs  even  to  admit  of  refu- 
tation ^. 

The  animal  virus,  like  fire,  may  be  kindled 
many  difTerent  ways,  and  affect  many  different 
parts,  and  in  this  confifls  the  variety  of  difeafes  ; 
whilil;  there  is  the  leaft  fpark  remaining  in  the 
fyftem,  the  animal  fabric  is  not  fafe  from  a  uni- 
verfal  conflagration.  And  all  the  affiftance  na- 
ture requires  from  art  is  to  quench  the  deftructive 
fire,  wherever  it  is  open  to  be  acted  upon,  to 
affift  the  falutary  efforts  of  the  animal  ceconomy, 
and  by  the  gentle  hand  of  judgment,  to  fet  na- 

*  Had  this  notion  been  afferted  by  men  of  inferior  cha- 
rader,  I  fliould  have  imputed  it  to  ignorance,  and  not 
thought  it  worth  my  notice;  but  what  makes  it  the  more 
furpriling  is,  that  men  of  character  and  of  reputed  abilit}', 
have  had  their  judgment  fo  far  miflead,  as  to  favour  a  no- 
tion in  itfelf  both  pernicious  and  ridiculous. 

f  See  chap  v.  part  ii,  from  page  1 16  to  216. 

ture 
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ture  to  rights,  when  by  difturbances  of  acruTiony 
Ihe  is  led  aftray  from  her  falutary  laws. 

Here  then  I  beg  leave  to  conclude  this  treatife. 
And  as  I  have  throughout  the  whole  followed  the 
dictates  of  reafon,  experience,  and  an  upright 
heart,  I  am  at  leaft  fure  of  this  confolation  in  my 
laft  moments,  that  I  have,  to  the  beft  of  my 
judgment,  difcharged  myfelf  in  this,  as  a  faith- 
ful member  to  fociety,  in  obedience  to  truth  and 
duty. 


THE    END, 


EXPLANATION  of  TAB.  V, 


Fig.  I. 

Reprefents  the  -female  fy- 
ringe,  in  its  natural  fize ; 
which  fhould  be  made  of  the 
beft  ivory. 

A.  The  barrel  part ;  which 
Ihould  be  ftrong,  and  the 
barrel  quite  true  ;  that  the 
piflon  E.  may  move  eafy, 
and  the  whole  not  fubje6t  to 
warp. 

p.  Is  the  lower  pipe  part ; 
which  ihould  be  folid  ivory, 
%ijd  bored  thlrough  with  a 
narrow  canal,  like  the  dotted 
lines  C.  which  may  again  open 
into  various  perforations  at 
the  end  D.  this  ftiould  be 
fcrewed  on  exaftly  to  the  up- 
.p,er  part,  fo  as  to  make  a  good 
joint  F. 

If  the  vagina  is  ii>tended  to 
be  injedled,  various  fmail 
perforations  at  the  end  are  ne- 
cefiary,  in  order  to  make  the 
injection  fearch  into  the  va- 
rious rug£e  in  the  vagina ; 
bat  if  the  injedion  is  defign- 
ed  for  the  uterus  only,  one 
perforation  in  the  middle  is 
lufficient,  and  the  ocher  ori- 
lices  may  be  Hopped  up  with 
wax.  Fig.  IL 

l^eprefents  a  common  fy- 
ringe  of  ivory,  made  fo  as  to 
fit  in  the  capfula  of  the  flex- 
ible catheter. 

A.  The  fyringe. 

B.  The  flexible  catheter. 

C.  The  lilverwire,  fuitable 
to  the  catheter. 

D.  The  pipe  of  the  fyringe, 
v.'hich  may  occaiionaliy  be 
fcrewed  on. 


Fig.  III. 

A  ftreight  biftoury;  the 
belt  initrument  for  amputat- 
ing the  penis,  caftration,  &c. 

Fig. IV. 
The  crooked  biftoury, 
guarded  at  the  point  with  a 
kind  of  button,  which  is  a 
continuation  from  the  back 
of  it,  and  ferves  inflead  of  a 
condu6lor ;  the  bell  inftru- 
ment  for  the  opening  of  fiftu- 
lous  canals  ;  either  a  filtula 
in  ano,  or  in  the  abfcefs  in 
periniEum. 

Fig.  V. 

Is  an  incifion  lancet  for  the 
openirjg  of  apofthumes  in 
general ;  buboes,  exulcerated 
telticles,  S^c, 

The  edge  of  thefe  inftru- 
ments,  ought  to  be  of  a 
fmooth  fharpnefs,  but  not  fo 
as  to  bend  eafily,  when  prelf- 
ed  flatly  upon  the  nail  -,  a  de- 
fault of  this  nature  is  apt  to 
make  them  become  rough  in 
the  operations. 

Fig,  VI, 

Reprefents  the  fufpenfo- 
rium  fcroti;  requifite  for 
fupporting  the  tefticles  in  th; 
hernia  humoralis,  or  other 
ailments  in  the  fcrotum. 

A.  is  the  waift  band,  which 
is  to  be  tied  before. 

B.  the  fufpenders, 

C.  the  purfe,  in  which  the 
fcrotum  refts. 

D.  the  dotted  lines,  flievv- 
ing  that  the  part  B.  is  to  go 
through  the  purfe  part  C 

F.  Is 


EXPLANATION  of  PLATE  V. 


F.  Is  a  front  view  of  the 
fufpenforium  put  on. 

G.  The  hind  view  of  the 
fufpenfoiiurn ;  ftewing  that 
it  v.iil  b?.  r.o  hindrance  in 
purging,  &c. 

Fig.  VII. 

Reprefents  the  natural  big- 
nefs  of  thefufpenforial  puilej 
which  is  nothing  more  than 
a  double  piece  of  linen  cloth, 
Pitched  round  the  edge  A. 
and  open  at  the  fore  part  B. 
and  hind  part  C. 

This  bandage  has  the  ad- 
Tantage,  that  it  will  fuit  im- 
mediately a  patient  of  any 
lize,  or  the  largenefs  or  fmall- 
sefs  of  the  fcrotum,  or  any 
topic  applied  to  that  part; 
for  the  purfe  may  be  brought 
backward  and  forward,  as  is 
moll  agreeable  and  neceffary. 


Fig.  VIII. 

Reprefents  a  fufpenforiuna 
of  the  common  form. 

Fig. IX. 

Reprefents  fome  of  the  moi^ 
common  diforders  of  the 
bones. 

A.  Is  the  found  bone. 

B.  The  manner  of  an  ex- 
foliation. 

C.  The  head  of  a  bone  in 
an  hyperoHofis. 

D.  An  exoftofis,  particu- 
larly a  node. 

E.  An  exoftofis  filled  with 
a  carcinom-atous  excreicence. 

F.  A  bony  excrelcence  in 
fome  of  the  gummata,  di- 
flinedy  from  the  main  bone,, 
which  fometimes  is  kept  by 
allalk. 
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